FV honours South Asian Canadian history by preserving photographer... https://blogs.ufv.ca/blog/2025/03/ufv-honours-south-asian-canadian-hist...

UFV Toda )% UNIVERSI/-TY\J |

UFV's news and events source OF THE F ]{/‘\ S 14 l{ \37[“\ l ) l ) I: \

-

March 17, 2025

UFV honours South Asian 'y
Canadian history by preserving
photographer’s legacy for

future generations

16-05-2025, 01:20 pm



UFV honours South Asian Canadian history by preserving photographer... https://blogs.ufv.ca/blog/2025/03/ufv-honours-south-asian-canadian-hist...

Media Release

Dr. Satwinder Bains and Vimal Bodalia, the photographer’s son, look through the collection on

the day of the donation.

(Abbotsford) March 4 - Dr. Satwinder Bains, Director of the South Asian Studies
Institute (SASI) at the University of the Fraser Valley (UFV), has partnered with the
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Royal BC Museum and the BC Archives to sort, preserve and digitize more than
three million historical photos. Prolific BC photojournalist Chandravadan “Chandra”
Bodalia passed away in 2017, leaving his life’s work in the care of his family. To
ensure the preservation of his legacy, his family members have entrusted

the 400 carefully stored boxes to SASI.

The collection includes photos, invoices, business cards, and event posters. Some are
from organizations that disbanded years ago, the only photographic proof they
existed at all. They document hundreds of South Asian cultural events, political
rallies, parties and weddings from 1980 on. Each photo fills a historical gap where

the stories of over a million South Asian Canadians have previously gone untold.

“Our culture, religion, politics, contributions and practices don’t show up in the
Canadianrecord,” says Bains. “Chandra’s work is a national treasure. The
photographs show that South Asians were everywhere. We're not just arrived, we're

not temporary citizens, we were and are contributing partners in Canadian living”

SASI has enlisted the help of UFV students to sort the large collection. The photos

serve as a powerful message to those who see them.

m

“Now young people can say, ‘This is home,” says Bains. “We're always being told ‘go
back. But this is Canada, this is our life. This is a record, this is evidence. We can say,

‘we were here.”

Bains appears in the collection herself, smiling next to BC’s former Attorney General

Wally Oppal in 2014.

“Although Chandra was a man of few words, he spoke through the photos,” says
Thamilini Jothilingam, SASI’s digital asset archivist. “They are a beautiful way of

seeing his inner world.”

In the words of the photographer’s son, the pictures are his eyes.

Bodalia kept a meticulous log of every event he ever photographed, often travelling

to multiple shoots in one day. He kept every receipt from the London Drugs on East

https://blogs.ufv.ca/blog/2025/03/ufv-honours-south-asian-canadian-hist...
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Hastings where he made all his prints. Bodalia printed duplicates of every photo on
his own dime, often giving them to his subjects for free — the overall cost would have
been more than $500,000. He carefully labelled each envelope, then sorted them by
date and by category: “Parties” and “Media.” It was an intensive, colossal labour of

love.

SASI now pours the same love and care into archiving his work. When complete, the
digitized collection will be available to view on the South Asian Canadian Digital
Archive. More information about SASI’s work with Bodalia's photos can be

found here and here.

About UFV

Located in the beautiful Fraser Valley just east of Vancouver, British Columbia,
Canada, the University of the Fraser Valley (UFV) is a fully accredited, public
university that enrolls approximately 15,000 students per year. UFV has campuses
and locations in Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Mission, and Hope, and a growing presence

in Chandigarh, India.

We offer more than 100 programs, including three master’s degrees, 21 bachelor’s
degrees with majors, minors, and extended minors in more than 35 subject areas,

four graduate certificates, and more than a dozen trades and technology programs.

For media inquiries:

Jeboah M. Godron, UFV Director, Communications

jeboah.godron@ufv.ca
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Groundbreaking UFV research shines light on women in
search and rescue across Canada

(Abbotsford, BC) May 14, 2025 -- Women volunteers risk their lives to save others in Canada's most
dangerous environments —... ...

May 15, 2025

UFV’'s BMO Collaboratorium sets up for summer research

(Chilliwack) May 8, 2025 -- As summer draws near, so does the opportunity for UFV students to dive

into meaningful... ...

May 9, 2025

50f6 16-05-2025, 01:20 pm



UFV honours South Asian Canadian history by preserving photographer... https://blogs.ufv.ca/blog/2025/03/ufv-honours-south-asian-canadian-hist...

UFV hosts Spring Health Fair on Chilliwack campus

(Chilliwack) April 8, 2025 -- Looking for some guidance on how to stay healthy? Come check out the
Spring Health... ...

April 9, 2025
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The University of the Fraser Valley is situated in the traditional territory of the Sté:16 peoples. The Sté:16 have an
intrinsic relationship with what they refer to as S'olh Temexw (Our Sacred Land); therefore, we express our gratitude

and respect for the honour of living and working in this territory.
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