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Remembering the Komagata Maru episode ... a century later
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Remicmbering the Kooragara More Episode...o cemtary ier

It is our past thal informs ws about the present that shapes our furune.
Wao sinple event in Conadian history heteer charscterizes or
symbolizes the Inde-Canadian experience of axclusion than the
Komrpara Mavw Incident of 1914, 1f 1s a reminder to Canadians that
we need tr commit to an open seciety in which mutual respect and
understanding are honoured, differences are respecied, and traditions
are cherished.

In 1989, {0 commemporaie he F5h Anniversary ol the Komagerta
M Incident, [ had the pleasure of coordinating o rumber of events
on hehalf of Khalsa Divwan Socicty of B Koss Street, Vanoowver,
These evenis included a phists exhibition, focd baik drive, '.III'\"f'”iI'I[l;
of plogues ot the Gurdwarn and Portal Park at 109% W Hastings
Sreet in Yaneouver. All levels of Govemment released
proclamations 12 ackrowledge and commemorate the Incident, Since
theiy, there have been margy events held annually by differem
organizations 1o remember the Tncident

The 1914 incidenn ol the Koot Morw (Gurs Moo Juha;h_‘.hip
iz one of the most tragic and shameful events in Canndian history,
Blai Gurdit Singh had chasered a bapanese frelghter {Komagair
Marw)y s fualfill the Canadian Government requirements of &
“garrlinuous vosage” and "$200 per boad”. On May 23, 1914 the
ship arrived in Vancouver, Othsessed with racial hignary, determined
1o keep Carada all whibe, the government fouted every nom off
sogial justice and kept the ship-lopd of 376 Indian fmmigrants {12
Hindus, 24 Muslims and 340 Sikhe) From landing. These
immigrants. thaugh they were British subjects, they were denied
ey imto Canada. For two Full moaths the ship stood in the Burrard
Indet, its passengers suffering from hunger, thirst ard humiliazion
[ the morning of Tuly 23, Komagata Mare with 3353 passenaers
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