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Please Call 
Priere d'appeler 

Returned your call D Will call again Wants to see you 
Vous a rappele Vous rappellera Desire vous voir 

Action 
Donner su ite 

Comments 
Commen taires 

As requested 
Corrme demande 

File no. - N° de doss ie r 
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Approval 
Approbation 

Draft reply 
Projet de reponse 

Signature 
Signature 

Note and return 
Noter et retourner 

Note and forward 
Noter et faire suivre 

Note and file 
Noter et classer 

Message taken by - Message re~u par 
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-year-old police force:' ·' :: : ( ;_ ·: ; ;·'.·. 
Quesnel, a rumor said there was a $2 000 

e at one Q_ues~el bar for anyone who ~uld 
k off _Dhillon s t~rban, and another that 

11ad_ quit the force m disgrace. . ~-:c- , · · 
I here w_as rio truth to the rumors, ·but their 
,;tence illustrates the unease generated in 
e quarters by ?hillon's acceptance'in the 
P. . · 1 , , :,•. , - • ; , , • ,v.... . - ., 

urban oppone~ts perceived the ·RcMP1~ 
:Corm - espe~ially the stetson .:.. as 'an 
1rntable Canadian symbol. In the working-
f.s town of Quesnel. 675 km northeast of 
couver, some people remain staunchly 
sed to an RCMP officer wearing a turban· 

,rs have reluctantly accepted it. · ' 
it the Q~esnel hockey arena one recent 
11r:day night, the last-place Quesnel Mil-
aires played _the league-leading Prince 
rge Spruce Kings. (Prince George won 7--- . . , . ' 

. _ , ith TSN broadcasting the ga~e: 
ON PATROL:: RCMP Const. Baltej Singh Dhillon softly battles small tt;wn offenders and attitudes · · 1 l ,IOOEslupporters cr~wde~ into the stands: 

. ; , . . • . • , : J • ' • was eonora Pelhzzan, 43. An immi: 
KEVIN GRIFFIN K • h · · · · 119-year-old police force. it frtom Italy 21 years ago, she is the ticket . · · • :r a uesnel ho -
Sun ¥ullicultOralism Reporter eepmg t e peace ~n Quesnel, a. rumor sa1d therEed fi Q th M'll' me _games. Her oldest son .. prize at one Quesnel bar for anyc or e 1 1~mrures two years ago · 

· • · · QUESNEL · knock off Dhillon's turban, aniY~elf, 1 would like to say I don't want i b • Holding a beer in one hand, a dejected . . • · ' , he had quit the force in disgrace · · · · - · 0 e 
17-year-old sat in the back seat of the · · · · · · There was no truth to the rum" Please see ON DUTY B3 
P.o lice crui_ser, resigned to.his fate . at worl~-~ at home . '····.; existence illustrates the unease . , -Th ~he fac ~ 1s, ! caught you with the some quarters by Dhillon's acce 

eer: . , at s .~hat 1t boils down to," the RCMP - . RCM P. 
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Lange says the class is holding a 
20-year reunion May 15-17. Con-
tact Tina at 372-0823. · . 

While we're into nostalgia, Ver-
. ·non High School i's hosting a _-s a,., 1· 

homecoming July 31 , Aug. 1 and 2 .. 
for classes from 1920 to 1959, in . · 

, celebration of the city's centen- ,. 
nial. Write. to P.O. ·sox 1482, ve·r-": . non: ~£1,1T 6~\ or phone 388- 1'· 
1593 · ,._;.r.. ,, ·::, • ... . · • ·' • · • 1 -
. : ·--·~:'"': ;•r.- .:. ~;;;.:r r 
NO CONTESTi~--; e:~·- •r•~-~-ff=' •!· 

i '.• • ·~: • • 1 -S· 
.- 'B.C. editor Barbara Yaffe.: .. ·:·;;. 
couldn't say enough about the~):!/ . 
benefits of ~hopping U.S. catal~ 
gue houses in last Tuesday's.: -· 
Voices column. · 

: - Reaction of Sun r·eaders was 
divided. Of the people who called 
Benedict, I mean Barbara, "half 
want to bite my face off for · 
behaving like a traitor and the · 
other half want the toll-free num-
bers. If we in Canada don't get on 
the bandwagon and start up good 

'catalogue companies of our own, 
.. the Yanks will skin us." , . 
. "SHE'S" A HE 
' ;~_ Among those on the Law 
:society of B.C. Jan. 13 list who 
·ceased to be-members is · · 

:· "Madam" Justice J. E. (John) Hall 
· (appointed to the B.C. Supreme · . 
· Court}, which prompted one col-
: league to remark: "Some guys 
··will do anything to get on the 
bench!" 

On the same list as retiring · . 
·from practice as of Jan. 1, 1992, · 
is one Kenneth Rafe Mair of North 
Vancouver. Rafe has been an _, 
open-line host at radio station 
CKNW for about 10 years and is 
on vacation in New Zealand. 

Producer Shirley Stocker said: 
"Interesting. I wasn't aware that 
he wasn't paying r. ;s bar fees 
because he maintained that he 
wou_ld all along. (He•rnust have . 

9 cided) to stay with r<idio." 

ON PATROL: RCMP Const. Baltej Singh Dhillon softly battles small town offenders and attitudes . . . .. . , ,.,. ... . . , . . . . .·.· 
* - . • . • • ,· , ~_~··J·· • . . ' r - ·(. \ . . h, - r.t -~t ' , ' .. ;··t J.•; l~ J •·~~·~, 

::nv~~l~c~:~~!~.s~.R~~~er ~--... : K'. e·· ep~· . m··· .- g. _.thh~•'·-. e:< .- ·~p, .. _;, ,·e· a' c····e llf/Q~~:~1.~~~~~:~th~~~~a\ ~.~00 
- prize at one Quesnel bar for anyone who could 

~· ·• , • ·· ·:::~ :"• · · • QUESNEL ' , . ·. .. . . . knock off Dhillon's turban, and another that Holdingabeeri~onehand,adejected .. ·., ---~ .-.. , · ,; . · ·.v._,}';<..;,,~(,:i , , .• 1-.::·-,•-;.;,-.'_-;,. , .. .. • .. ,. ·" . ~ehad_quitth_eforceindisgrace. .-:·.:0 • ;. ·; 

~~i1~:ri~1/:;,1~e~~:::tt~e~fs0fife: , .. ··:·:~---·_\:a'· ~t--~ w ·:.-o·. r·· k" &·4tr.ai1;. ·t' li',;..o.';:'"Am.:··~: ,' e .... _. . . _ .. ---~_,../ ' eJs~=~~ti~u~fr~:h~~ t~~e~~~s~::a\!~e~. 
"The facf 1s, I caught you with the' · ., .~ · . ' ·. · some quarters by Dh1llon's acceptance'in the 

beer. That's whatit boils down to," the RCMP . .. · . .''. · . .. · _ . : ·· · RCMP. . ; , ·,. ::,•, ,· · • . , ; ' -•~' --: . · ·,;. 
constable said. : : ; , . · .. · . · . , , .· · · ! · .. - . •., • · · , · , · • . Turban opponents perceived the RCMP1s 

"I know. You're just doing your job,': Daryl . Someone yelled out "One, two, three, let'; . rpared with laughter; · · · uniform - especially the stetson..:... as .'an 
replied forlornly. ·- ·· · . -· · run," and "Don't sign it-you'll go to jail fof As Dhillon headed to his next call, he immutable Canadian symbol. In the workirig-

It was a fairly typkal small-town-B.C. Fri- life," followed by cackles of laughter. explained how youths in the mill town have class town of Quesnel. 675 km northeast of 
day night. About 60 beer-drinkii:tg teenagers • Then the harmless joking took a nasty turn. tried to get under his skin with racist n~me- Vancouver, some people remain staunchly 
and young adults had crowded mto a house , "Piggy, piggy, I smell a Hindu piggy," someone calling during his first six months on the Job. . opposed to an RCMP officer wearing a turban; 
and -cranked the music up. A neighbor com- shouted. · · ·, . · :. :.:· ;;· · .._: ,. ;. "I don't even think twice about it. I don't let others have reluctantly accepted it. · 
plained, the RCMP arrived and a minor was Dhillon sighed. He grabbed his hefty flash-· anything on the job get to me personally. Once At the Quesnel hockey arena one recent 
caught in possession of alcohol. · light and walked to the passenger side of the you take it personally, you get emotional and Saturday night, the last-place Quesnel Mil-

Bu t-tonight, there's a twist. Daryl was car. . .. •-· ·, · ,. · then you lose control," Dhillon said.. lionaires played the league-leading Prince . 
nabbed by Baltej Singh Dhillon, the only It was unclear who shouted the'insult. But as "What I do is try to be professional. If you George Spruce Kings. (Prince George won 7-
RCMP constable in Canada who wears a tur- · soon as Dhillon stood among the kids, they· lose control, they will jump all over you." · ·· 6). · - · , · - . - . 
ban. ·. . . . . quietened, _as if embarrassed. , . More ~Q than a!ly other figure in recent With TSN broadcasting the game, more. 

In the front seat, Dhillon did t~e paperwork A fe~ mm~tes l~ter, as th_e youths pulled ~CMP h1sto_ry, _Dhillon has_had to stay prof es- than 1,100 supporters cr~wded into the stands: 
for Daryl's $50 fine .. With the wmdows rolled away m their vehicles, Dhillon stopped a s10nal despite mtense nat10nal media atten- One was Eleonora Pelhzzari 43. An immi . 
up to keep out the cold, the cruiser stank of pi~kup truck and '.15ked t?e driver ifh~'d been tio~ and a barr~g_e of criticism and abuse from grant from Italy 21 years ago, she is the ticket:· 
beer. . dn~kmg. The di:1ver said no .. Doubtmg him, anti-turban act1V1sts. . . . taker at Quesnel_h?me _games. Her oldest son 

Outside, groups of teenagers spilled from Dh11l~n placed his nose a few mches from the After the fed~ral govern~ent ~pproved an pl~yed for the M1lh~maires two years ago, 
the house into their cars as the par~y br~ke up._ youth s face. . , ,, . . RCMP request m 1990 allowmg S1~hs to _wear Myself, I would like to say I don't want to b . 
They suddenly noticed their friend m the "Except for bad breath, you re okay, Dhil- turbans and beards, 200,000 Canadians signed · .· · . . . e 

Compiled by Archibald Rollo cruiser. , . . · Ion said. ;.he driver and his two passengers petitions ainst changing the uniform of the Please see ON DUTY, 83 ; .~ ,. - ---------=--------~, . ~-- I!--.------:---~----'-'.:---~~--:----~ "OE~TIVE .. ' . , .. :'!,.,. . I / • - .- -=· 
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seen. as prejudiced. If it is 
okay for 'an East Indian to we 
turban, then an Indian can W€ 
feather and a Scottish man a I 
she said: , .... ~-.... ::' · : · 

. .'. "If everyone has their righ 
' what they want to wear, then 
adanolonger'hasasymbol. We 

: bunch of clowns. What we wa 
·achieve is equ.µity- we don't 
to see different nationalities 
different clothing." 

Pat Gillis, whose son played 
; exhibition pee-wee game bet 
. periods of the Junior A he 
game, initially opposed changi1 

· RCMP uniform. : ,. · 
.'· "At the time; I thought it sho 

· the traditional uniform.-Now, l 
.' have any problem with (the tu 
· ,I have·not hearg any negative 

:, abo·ut it. 'On the .whole, most J 

• • • 1 • ,.. , ' . : · 1 ·, . IAN SMIT~;/.~ ::• ·.·.i;:·:/~>.· •t,\ :: ' •~• 
COFFEE TALK:· RCMP Const. Baltej Singh Dhlll1)~ and partner, Const. DI.~~ .~a~gll~e . '.;:,,-;';.' · \_;,·/':·~ .. ;'.~/ ;-_::/::: .; : 

l /~ !I , , ' • ' • ,;•••, .!f' • ~. 1 \• • , •~ '; • • •t'•.,..... •{ •-- , Jf:. '. , I, I , 

Officer faces turban tui:bulence?: ·?:'>t~r\:" 
.. ·f .1'ght1'ng ~,r,·,me, ,·, tionfacing' him."Atthetime,they .· ,.~''·. -.· · '' ,:. Sun Multiculturalism Reporter said they would still offer me the job., •-

QUESNEL - For the first week at ! a heady'task :_. i~~~~t~~~i:~st~~\~n:gat::e~~ii '' :10,: i; >··'.,,\,\~\/ :- . 

KEVIN GRIFFIN 

the RCMP basic training facility in would have to choose between wear- ::.: ''.' · HC 
Regina, Baltej Singh Dhillon was fo· r n,ew r·e· cru' ,•t ing the turban and being an RCMP 
more nervous than most. constable," he said. 

Like all recruits, he adapted to the As Dhillon waited for new uniform 
constant snoring of his dormitory tually to work in the RCMP's immi- regulations, a national controversy 
mates, the early morning wake-up gration secj.ion (he speaks five Ian- erupted about the turban. ' ' 
cag•d the repetitive drills. g·uages), the 25-year-old didn't "I was working with the Block-
. i:••e had one added worry. He alwayshaveaburningdesiretobea watch program in the Surrey" 

was waiting for the arrival of his kit, police officer. · · ; · detachment. "I was wearing my tur-
which would contain his uniform and He was born and raised in Kuala ban all the time so it wasn't even an 
the first official turban issued by the Lumpur, Malaysia. When his father issue for me," he said during an 
RCMP. died in 1983, his oldest brother, who interview in his Quesnel home. : · 

"My troop mates knew about this was studyi ng in Vancouver, spon- "Most of the arguments (against 
so the minute we got back to the sored Dhillon, his mother and two the turban) are just preposterous. 
dorm, they all said: 'Try it on.' So, I · younger sisters to come to Canada You know, I think some individuals 
put it on;" Dhillon said. He was 15 years old. are using the turban issue for their 

"Theneveryoneelsewantedtotry . The family arrived with little ownpersonalbiasesnotonlyagainst 
it on. Just about the entire troop money and Dhillon spent his first . East Indians, but other groups as 
ended up putting the turban on too. three summers in Canada working well." · · • 
That day was like a release of all the 15-hour days, seven-day weeks pick- Six months into his first RCMP 
tensions and fears about the turban ing fruit on Fraser Valley farms. posting, he feels. the community has 
- all that came tumbling down. It After high school, he took crimi- grown to accept him and his turban . 
was a sign of acceptance and under- no logy at K wantlen College and got m u ch more quick 1 y than : h e1 

standing." · involved with the Blockwalch pro- expected. · · '· ' ' ·": ''- ' 
Dhillon's official RCMP turban is gram with the Surrey RCMP. "In my dealings with people, ·L 

dark blue worn over a gold-colored "There was this sense you were think my skin color and what I wear: 
cloth wrapped around his head. On helping the community. I think that on my head are no longer issues any ! 

the front is the RCMP crest: a bison was very important to me- helping more for a lot of people. My perfor-1 

surrounded by maple leaves and the the community any way I can," Dhil- mance as a police officer is definitely 
motto Maintielis Le Droit/Maintain Jori said. · an issue for a lot of people: they want 
the Right. · · He applied to the RCMP who were me to perform as an RCMP officer. I 

Although Dhillon hopes even- honest and up-front about the situa- feel I have beeq able to do that." 
• • /.''} ,!, .• I ~- •: 
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StudentS take a st~~ct· tO end w~ll(.Qiit ;,! 
DAWN HANNA 
Vancouver Sun 

1 With a strike by support workeFs 
heading into its second week, B.C. 
\nslitute of Technology students are 

. . . , . --··" .... 

cent in favor of a strike in 
December, workers pegan selective 
strike action at such services as the 
campus bookstore before escalating 
to a full strike on Jan. 20, shutting 
nut 14.000 full and part-t_ii:ne stu-

·study into the summer, putting them ·~ 
at a disadvantage in the competitive .1 
job market. • •• .. , • • ,i, ' 1' •·0 •r· )• 

Ward said area MLAs and •the ) -
chief negotiators for the B_:C],. 
Government Employees Union and ~, 
~m rn 1-- .. hoon invifPrl tn the rally, 

rhe Bay . . s· ,~ Ii\_ ·r ~-- -r 1s 1r 
' Shop for supe1 
u1.-::1. ~;v AN< 
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iQ+jJ:llJIX.:.Q~-~r.remains opj~cttve9,~i:t~e j?b 
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seen as p~ejudiced. lfit is > · / -~ •. hav~ ~ettled down with it:'.' said · At about ·1 a.m. the previous Fri-
okay ror ·an East Indian to wear a .·Gillis. · 1 • , : ' •t. · t day, · Dhillon and other RCMP 
turban, then an Indian can wear a · , Across town at the Cariboo Gur ·.officers responded to a call that fist-
feathe_r and a Sc9ttis~ man,a kilt,"~ Sikh gurdwara (temple) Sarabjit siz_e_d stones and b_eer cans were 
she said. · • · , •\• : _. :': · /' Sanghera was talking about a recent being thrown. at the gurdwara by 

"If everyone has their righ tS'lo . misadventure.. . · :+,, · drunken. yo_u thi5, at p~rty riex t 
whattheywanttowear,thenCan- · "You cannot look inside door, ·, ... '-t\ {:~,: •,!,.,._·,' .. . 
ada no longer has a symbol. We are a .• someone's head and see how· they ; · · • i', • · · ·· \ • 
bunch of clowns. What we want to feel, but I think the degree of racism . . The pote~hally explos1vE: s1tua-
achieve is equ~lity- we don't w,ant.- ,,- has been going down and down," lion was quickly defus~d w1th the 
to see different nationalities .witQ , ' said Sanghera, the gurdwara's a~ri~al .. ~f the RCMP. t :• • ,:.:.:. •• J. -. 
dilTerent clothing." · · l ·secretary. · · .:.-- ' , · . 

Pat Gillis, whose son played in an • ' "In the early 1970s, we did not Sanghera calls Dhillon a "pre.-
. exhibition pee-wee game between· 1. have as many married people here . cious gem" because of his commu-

periods of the Junior A hockey , arid very few at school. The commu- 1 nity involvement, but also an.RCMP 
game, initially opposed changing the . , nity has grown and now has proved o,fficer.like ~ny;other. .. :.· , 
.~CMP uniform. • ·· · ' · · : . -.itself in sports, in business and (by) · · . · ,. :· · _; · · 

"At the time; I thought it should be.:: getting involved in politics."· · , !., _ • "lfl have a complaint, I go to Dhil-
. the traditiot;1al uniform.·Now, I don't~ ., . Sanghera, a sawmill truck driver; Ion or any other RCMP constable. 
have any problem with (the turbanp , was trying to explain that an inci-:·_, Both are doing their duty, it doesn't 
.I h~ve not hearg any negative things \ dent involving the gurdwara and . matter," he said. "Dhillon is no d\f-
•about it. On the .wbole, .most people .: local youths was not typical. · · · ferent tllan apy other officer." ·i 
J. , • .• ·'."; , . ' ·' '. ,'." • • .... j,"..i ,. • ' • 

~i;ti~;~:". · {:)(:;~(\~:-;1he 
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' ' • : ' J • 1im. "At the time, they · .1/· .: . l • ; .•. ':'.·. .· ">,. •. · 
1ldstilloffermethejob., 1., , 1 .• ,. • ..· .~ • ; .,·.-

i me that untl·1 the un1·- .. . :, . , .. ·• ' :• ,. ' ' . , .. · · ,··- ·'.·.:·· •. ,··r··-···, ...•. , 
tions were changed, I .-..,.: . .- .:.'~ :<· ~'/· · . ~. · '=' · · :. · • ..... :. ·· · 
ochoosebetweenwear- ... _ ... ·.•1r. HO\ usv.,x, A DVC1 1E~A m ~'.ii ~.~;:,_;;:;.r,:·~; 
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1e said. 
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a national controversy 
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