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(their features indicate a highly developed Caucasian type), the 
orthodox are the least assimilable of the Orientals. They pay 
very little attention to the Canadian way of life and conform to 
their own mode of living. On the other hand, the second generation 
end unorthodox native East Ind.isns are well Vesternized. '!'hey main­
tain their own culture while suP.eritnposing on it a B. d. way of life. 
The East Indians know full well that in today's age 11 no man is an 
island". Many accept Canadian laws, customs and traditions withoUt 
question and. respect them deeply. However, the East Indial18 a1ao 
wish to maintain some of their native customs at the same tiJDe. 
Assimilation is a process that cannot complete itself overnight; 
it is occurring slowly but nevertheless steadily. 

~OMIC DEVELOPMENT 

The first East Indians who came to British Columbia 
were employed as labourers by lumbering firms. Snon sawmills at 
Brunette, Fraser Mills (known as Millside), Abbotsford, fort MoodJ 
and Hastings were employing them end looking for them. 13 It 
seemed to be a matter of the first few getting jobs in mi11s and. then 
others following. 14 To the present day, many of the East Indians 
are still with this occupation~ That is, roughly about 6(1fo of them 
are occupied in production and processing of forest products. 

From mill-employees, many became sew-mill owners 
with white employees. Two giants of the forest industry were 
Kapoor Sawmills Ltd. at SooleLake, and Mayo Lumber Company Ltd. 
at Peldi, both on Vancouver Island. In relations to the conditions 
and the time (1930's) both cotnpanies dominated the B. C. forest 
industry end were well-known. 

Many East Indians did well in the lumber industry and 
many as a result became mil lionaires . Today, the f ollowing saWJDills 
ere owned by East Indians ; fj~e LQ~~~X, Delta, by Sohen GillJ 
Taminel Lwm.1.ll§, Vancouver, by AsA Johal; Hetn-Fir SaWJDills, Vencou•er, 
by Ranji Mattu; May9_!,umher, Nanaitno; by Mayo Singh and Sons; Hemen 
,Se¥1D1Jle, Mission City, by tlerman Bra ich; I: Jumper Be,: SawroiJle, 
Victoria, by Piara Johal; .AB.p.en_.P.l.e.ne;r, Mer ritt, by Tara Singh; D.oroeu 
Jpdµelries, Ladysmi th, by Doman Singh and Sons; and Amir Foraut 
~oductg. Vancouver, by Amir Virani , Ja ~gat Uppal and Mohindar Gill. 

--------------- - -
1,. The Ysncouve'LSY.o, ~ugust 1, 1970. 

14. The Province, November 16, 1967. 
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