


cri tioa 1 analysis of a his tor ica 1 na. ture because the writer doea 

not consider himself' to be competent to judge an;y religion,ex­

oept for a smau aegment of Protestant Christiunity. Chapter II 

deals primarily with the immigration problems or the Sikhs. The 

7omagata Mar_!! inoident is included because or its uniqueness &9 

an immigration problem. The third chapter contains the history 

of' the Sikhs• political struggles in the province, chiefly the 

the thin edge of the wedge of social history appears. Chapter 4 

is dev<>ted to a sooialogical s1;udy of the Sikhs in the provi.!>le. 

A mo~ e or less statistical presentation is used with very lit:tle 

critical a~alysis being e.dded. Chapter 5 con~ai:ns ~he personil 

conolusic,ns of the writer. Although the portions on the psy-

chologies o:f the group mind and racial prejudice are based on 

observations of writers qualified in the .field of' psychology. 

If it is possible to state a composite oonclusion to be drawn 

f" oin the essay, then .2uch a conclusion would be: the problems 

of: the Sikhs have arisen-not so much from sittations in the 

;-.-or le of reali i;y-iIMgine.1 .. y incidents and pos.s ibili 'ties found 

:!1 ijhe minda of both non-Sikh and Sikh. The Sikh problem 

o., cmes. liko that; of o'ther minorit·, eroups. one of mutual 

t" choloir.J.cal adjustment. 

If the :riter is iuilt-y of bie.ses and pre;iuctices of 

1is on t sn thy ~re resolvable into one: , is anti most 

'
1an i-gro.:p6 , wi h the sole exception that he considers himself 



a demoorat by ohoice,who believes in the present Canadian 

of life as reformable, and who is anti-Communist. Since t 

main proble~ of the Sikhs of British Colm:-.cia aro now thl 

o.' the past• i "t is perl,aps saf'e "to say that this essay en­

deavours to place the oontemporary story of the Sikhs into 

historic&.l perspective., and by so doing remove some of the 

clotrls of' ignorance that surround these people. 
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l. 

To t.l!lder,~tand the present position of a minority ethnic group, one 

mt t know something of itE past. When a reli!;ious as well as a racial 
... 

"fference exists between the majority and ~~nority groups, the religi~~s 

i f erenc c!:l,..,not. be overlooked • 
...... l "Colour" differences also complicate 

tt-
0 'lt udy of ~roup relationships. In British Columbia the problem of 

minoriti es has been centered on Doukhvbours and Orientals. Studies of 

hes" minority groups are relatively numerous, with the exception of 

t.he Fast Indian segment of the Orientals. This segrnent has usually 

een referred to as Hindus, colloquialy and officially. In fact, about 

0 S~ of the Hindus are Sikhs, who are members of a different religion.1 

Hindus in British Columbia, if any, are runong the remaining 5%. A~ a 

oup tc study the Sikhs offered mar.y interesting features r~nging from 

their religion to their occupations. T"nis study is facilitated by their 

S7 ul 1:umbers and their tendency t o co 1centrate as a group in the Lower 

.~inland a rea of the province. To the Occidentals of British Columbia 

l, p ,... Lkh com,uni t y reveals one small, b, t brightly flashing, facat of 

he 0r_:_erit. 

rnen Oc:, dPrit . ~ets Orient on t he pers onal le-vel, as is the case 

"· o] en.. . 1' •> • , -C' • kh to a les:-~r de ree th&. n .Lhe Chinese and Japanese, 

h-v b~ n vi,..ti.ms o a~ticularly foolish aspect of the West, its 

; '.>ri t.v tha+. st-=?m to a lar ge deg!'"eu from a heritage of .. 

e3 s i p co L 1 n; ;".1..1..is ~. Yet.., wi. th out mo .... alizing, t he story of the Sikhs 

n in ,erest~r ~ one and ·s ~ -Worth"'' of'_ a f .i. t t inr., n. l ace in the pages of 

r ·tish Columbia'~ hist>rv. 





CHA.PTrn 1 -
The area of India which th?. Sikh~ 

- cl-Ri.m ~9 th~ir homeland is the 

This land of sun-baked plains is named after th" five rivers 

by which it ·s watered. These riv~rs are of large volume with shallm 

ha mels, and now ar~ used primarily for irrigation and sail-boat 

t,ransport. The irrigation systems of the Punjab have made the provinc 

a raj or wheat-r,row1.n..s area of Tndia. Climatically speaking, the year 

"'o~ci::;ts cf a hot season, a monsoon season, and a cool winter season. 

During the hot months from mid-April to mid-September the temperature 

very often reaches 120 degrees F. in the shade. From Jun~ to Septanbe: 

the heavy monsoon rains occur. From October to March the climat~ is 

Ji kP that n'!' the French Riviera w.i. th warm bright days and cool nights. 

January is the month of the light winter rains. This arrangement ot 

seasonal weatner makes possible the production of two crops a year. 

Wheat, barley, various vegetables, oil-seeds, and tobacco are harvestec 

·.n the spring, while the autumn sees the harvest of rice., mi.llet, maize 

~·le, cotton, indigo and sugar-cane takiz:g place. Apart from the 

agricultural wealth of the land there are natural deposits of rock-salt 

1 • ........ - • ~- .. , ~. l d p -:r'"', -=-um ThP. manuf act uri n~ industries of J 1, ,- ' 1•VU6' rt .J..llill J cca an _. e U 'J -- • '"4(;, 

i h . 
••. P rrovince are as varied as its natural resources. Woollen fabrics, 

CTl'.'T'e"'"s ana shawl. , silk cloths and embr videry, jewellry, ornamental 

~~t l work, wood and ivory carving, and arms and amour, form the 

:na~or ha.Ldicraft manufacturing o1 th8 Punjab. This area is a predomin­

fi.r, tly agricul t11raJ. one, con~equently all t.ra<le is governed ~y cror, 

::::'lcc'3ss or failu!'e. The eeographical envirom,ent has shaped the type 
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i,; •en ti' one allows only a minimum role to enviroment in shaping 

the characteristics of a grc-~p of people, the environment of the Sikha 

is of prime i111portance in shaping them as a peop111 • Financially poor, 

educationally starved, in many case,s physically starved also, a minority 

group in a region of large population, these factors have led the Sikh 

to adopt a militant religion. 

Making allownces for the play of heredity in shaping the indi:r.l.dual, 

one turns to the past to see another moulder of ~011p characteristics. 

The paef, g ories or shames, leaders or traitors, victories or def'eate, 

t aditions or revolutions, all play an important role in making a man 

of one group different from a nJan of another g-roup. So it is with the 

S~khs. The pride of their history is well justified. Racially they 

can be traced bac~ to the Scythians. 2 From the waves of 15th Century 

eformation that were ~weeping over India, Sikhism arose. It was 

founded by Guru Han-9.k (lh69 - 1539), the f · rst of the gurus or teachers. 

The fifth guru, Arjan Dev, gave Sikh history the Granth, the book of 

th0 hol7 pascages writtc:n in Sanskrit, Pcrsion., Hindu, Urdu, and Punjabi; 

and the holy city of Amritsar. The tenth and last guru, Guru Gobind 

ingh (1666 - 708), who lived in the days of M~ul persecution added 

to Sikhi m the baptism of the sword, and turned the pacifist Sikhs into 

wn·:r·iors. The break up of the Mo!ul Einpire in the 18th Century marked 

h be•.1inning of the second pha~e of Sikh history. 

Ranjit Singh, the Lion of the Punjab, wAde the Sikh confederacy on 

i he h~..ks of the Sutl.e/ a powerful fcrce in the India of his day. Lahore 

became his capital in 1799. So power u was J f 1 Ran'it Singh that the British, 
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1 · 11 •ri c•on ... lirhllng tl1-&ii i.:ont..ro1 ()f lnciia, mRde an R11i? r-e 

• t 1·, 11 irn in 60,G in nrd t ,.k th 
er ,q P.~ P. Punjah pP.aceful . ~'lnjit Singh 

I 

i.::1 il his <iP th rem inP.d r/iondly with the oritlsh" After his de~th .,_-v I 

hP on 1 r str ''I'"!£ force i;it in th9 cnnfed~racy was the a..?"Jny. Th~ ikh 

s f 1 >Ii~ t ] Rh9 were started Ly a discnntent.ed Sikh army of 

,:.r~ ine 1 t.roops who invaded rlrj tj ~ -c ')n~.r,)] led India bordP.ring 

fr,p JutlP-j. The n~xt y~ ,.. , 18h6, a British !)rotectorate was ~r;ta½J j shPd 

nvP i1..:> ,. 11q j l • ilnt:i l 18h~ there 1.•ms an une::isy peace in tfll:' -9.rea. 1-11. 

I I 
t I I ~ f, f' <: I Ir !'Q /"\ r-roTr.-.. l + 

--....... • ...., ...... \.I Dritish officer~ 

· Pre r11ir JerP.d . Cr1 Janu4ry 13, J.849, thP. Battle of Chilianwal la took 

• lrlCA in ··1hich clash the Sikhs WP.re forcPd to re-tire al though they were 

r'.Jt 1J c:tsively b~~t10n. However they 11ere still persistent . ~t Gujrat 

P. Februrirv 21, 181,9, the Sikhs were defe~ted and the war ended. The 

:ir:::il a~t f t,hP Sikh :tqrs as t.hP fo'l"fflal annexation of thP. Punjab by 

-l,..it;Jir 0 ~nril 2, 1<~1,9. The terrs of thp 1eace treaty g.!l.ve the Si.lens 

~u l i ~ C' .-,}.,, in ] ,qt,;..r y?ars r,rovei t.hE=-i l" worth. Jn 18~2 a Sikh battalion 

" ti-. . ..l d th 1 1·1~1,,,,. ..lt,,,,.i r1rr, thn ~Ln~1· ::_ I 1'11ti r..11 of 1SC:7. Al-.... !'~..-. t 'JP r,v P ')~1 ',I I\.'!, 'l.u ,- 1: 

• 4 f 1,1 , · t 1- l 1 .... Jt wa · chdrn~t.er1.ze ..... oy an ,,, .. (j :>,.., 111s or ,1:-tc ,E:t .1 • . 
t 0 , I ., t ~r it i h • 

, • r, 1 1 u +.iri ,,.,. n n t, of t,hj::, loyalty r- :"7'1:) ""i tn t. hP .fir :-;t_. ·:,orld 

,,.. • lr · T d · s " 11i t-tP.d, tne Sikhs con-h ~ . st I • r l ~ ' t () . r, I (! h n . l '{ V r <.l l,; 

a lastin place 



i" h0 
'lr1r · l ·• <1f BrH . s Ii n,Hi tary hi story, th our h remaining loyal 

~ftAr •• rld Jar I morP. and ,r,ore .)ikhs gr.qvitated to the side of th~ 

1n, i.m Con::res-; Party of Ghandi anti Nehru in the p~,J j t.i ~~1 r .l.ght for 

i nr1e'"'Pnden<'e. By Norld War II the more radical Sikhs were favouring 

;.i 
1 rt ·ti on ')f Jndj a wi t.h the establishment of an j ndeDendent. Sikh .. 

in th~ 1-w,jab. Tnis dre.:3..'?l was not re$llized, how-

h t , P ·t. h P'VP'r' ... PT1 ,n r, ,r .l . ] s 
'anted in--lependAncp to India and Fakistan in 

rrorn even this h~res-1-, of outlines of Sikh histrJry it can be seen 

11- i-, t· tP ~ikh today has .q I a.st. of which he can we.Ll be proud. rleligion 

... as , 0 rfp~1. in nr:..~ti SA as it is in theory is not relev~nt, to this 

,.. ,,c~ ~ m. The each inc s of Guru t~rt.D !..ok, mnd:i fied ,ri (}uru Gob ind Singh, 

-t >• irl , tne re.Li s:,:ion I n rlWil as Sikhj sm. ln dri tish Columbia, bow-

r, · -··1=> ; s a f ro~ring UP< rthndox int: of thr-> rPli · j 1n which to the 

. .., .. 
'1 ~ ~~" nnt-. i=>e :- w, r1 ;, ,rinx · t :ll ·1. Th~ unorth0doxy of these 

• i • .... , ... !..,...,1 r::,,-'1.VPn ~n 1 "'lP.',r ·r,, t-n~ir hair cut in 1 ~, • 1 r .ir-. , 1 • - .- q" _ 

l • t I r-;. ',hi on. It 1n .q., ,-1pt,;,i J I h ,,-r :=trP ~C' ortriodox as "the 

) x' wr ) ,(' ("),... j 1 n • ·: i 1 h~ 0PSC ri. hp£i in +hp fol] 01:rinf p:;;g-es. 

.:-J,-, f','~ ,f 3i.vh ~::. p .,.._(! - ,, ~ 1 . r rr,ir~ ,Jes t. l....p 'OlnSWP,r to many of the 

r, · rn t ·ip 3i '..{'~S havP faceri J n Ind; a ::inr' Pven ffi'Jre often in 



~s born t.hP snn of a village accountant, lived 

0n+~,.,-:- orArv .. of Mart.jn L-uther. ... th h 1· :i 
- DO MP.n ['.'aVe t e l'e l.g OUS 

: 'rl rpv,)1 utinn~ry teachings . 5 
Nanak early in his life :r noun~"'d 

thp wo ld in search of the "lieht eternal". After th~ subsequent 

"'er.; n<l of mPdi t.:1.tinn :mrl s ·~ul searching he discarded ascetism and rP-

i 1-r-r1Pd o t.he ,-.orld with a pr.::1ctical co:runon-sensA philosn,:by. He re­

::-;;1l"rt13,i hi nif;P1 f -is a "!11.n c-1mone; 1npn who had no divine origins. Nanak 

· rc1.,..hed 
siM.,...,le faith in onp tiod, ·,horn he called Nirankar who WRS 

v~re eouc:ll. Cnuple with his "'11onot.hP.istj_c teaching was a bitter de-

1f ~-~,~ rPvnl ·,t:i rmB.ey n~.tu:r~ of his teachj nss he ,v~s :9laced between 

ri,.. fire of thf' Hh1dus and t.hP. oslPms. He retumed thP.ir hosti]ity 

v 1.tt~ irt.inf~ +.o rermr.ile thr->ir .... P.lj jonf- WLth each ot.her ano ,..;th hj_s 

'1ri .,.,,,..,r 0-r Jjfe, that meAn+. r-l faith in God coupled with a detachment 

",ir N•)rldly thin'"°~• rlP.li::ion aJso fave strencth and equanimity in the 

- ·lr- ,,r li."'e. 'l'he theoriP-s f this re1·ip;iJus teachin:' werP. rut 

/1 rr•ore detailed ex-

..,r , r i.· 1,,:,.q"hJ'1'"S r'P.Ve'l ! . .,. ' 1 t ,,1~t ~r,...,,1ai.,. ,..._ 1·ajculed the Hinnns f r 



· it.to• l. Tn t.hP • ~rds of J..'r. Dhami, "what matt,,;~:; most. is what Wfl do, 

1-fjs attar,ks on caste and rriestcraft were 
4 

.q- ":i "l.t..e,: ith his rinjcule 0f ;ill sham and humbug, esr~cially as 

1(',1r1n in rfll;Q'jnn. There w~s no need f,-,r a S!""ecial religious CA~te, 

heri""e anyone r,~nlrl le;:l<l a r@lj ~j 011s m~pt,ine. God, according to Nanak, 

'-,r ww, not Dj vine; Pt, hy rir,h+ desire, r irrbt t.houeht and right actj on 

} c ·,n he ;:as r-~rf~ci. as God himself. . r~i th~r M tuals, nor cerP.moni !ils, 

,..""'_ , -·-.., v~,,, ..&..t:-:ctU 
He ren 0unoed the 

to , s -:nrl a. r.etics for t.he i r nra,.ti,.o cf such thincs. To Nanak the 

: 
0 .-.t.~st of rtll rennnciati.'JnS was "f base cie!=:ires and violf)nt passionR 

1 nst ~mrl hvnocrisv • ... J. ., Nan~k, hnwevPr, offered hiR follo~PrS 

.. .... . ~ ., n -~ 
' ' . VPt +0 h~ ~bnvp it. ,_ To <1"> th·i s, ~-nu nl"'.\i th 0 ,.. hari to s+A.rve 

) 1 - , , .. "' , . l{> "'T') 1.,... c:;0ii]. The I !lW of Karma, ~vhj '!h li tPr,=d ly 
< 
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··t1 u uoomd Si11e;h, the tenth and last guru, g;iv11 t.hP rPl:ieinn 

th,., 1 · 

~nPr;:il 'lnrl law-e-i.v0 r, whl') 1.-; ve.d anrl. died for -religious 

'l'o Si "i{hs his is rj ehtly l<nown ,3~ thP Prince of artvrs. .. He 

"Th P. 

Tl -'SP ~)"'•bol s can .e changed wit.h t.he c ns~nt of th~ Kh.;1.lsa. 

Sikhiflm h~~ be~or.ie a democr::it.ic .md huaanistic relig:i on. The 

ri t.h cu.rn, Ar jan Dev, staterl that the S.qne"at (t.he rublic) was higher 

in r'trni ty ;. n1 l power than thP- !)rophets. Thi c, idea cu1nd.nated in Cluru 

:JP1 s~ c1s t.h~ deciding voi.ce in al 1 mattPrs ::tffect,ing t.he commtmi ty. 

i\s ~ "')nSP.r 1 uence the Sikh !)ubl:i.c h;:,s thP. r1owP.r t.n "lodity its reli eious 

!1r~r 1-,; c.~.,.. ThP. httmanisM of +hP Sikhs can be suamed up in the words -

..,:in -is ,, ·r "or rP] i ~j on, religion is for man. As a result t.he Sikh 

....,9 -,~lC? 1,n~•) "'""' n()+. only c1 ! 1:-tcA of worsh lp, bnt also a for,1rn for the 

1· · f · 1 · !.-...:i nolJ0 _t,i~:1.1 ma~.ters affecting the :- ~r11ss1 '1n o soc,.., , ec ,norrnc, .... .su .. -

,..'"', ,., 1111 i t ·r 
' 

Bv t.~P ~- i rr1e of th,~ neath of' Guru Gobind Singh the Sikhs 

i-i~rl ;:- d":?mor,r~tic }:}!:ise, poli+i~:il solidarity, and martial valour, that 

P.n:1b] eel +~ 0~, ~s ~ rninori ty group c,f lP.ss than 1% of th 0 total Indian 



• - • V ......... , .. 1 , ;::> 1,.1.•~~Hes '9.fl'~ str"i'nr of an ev h . 
, · • .... --> er-c anginr, 

A. brief 8 1111'1nry of Sikhism shoT/'fs it to be a religion with a 

· · m1 l , Ct,•:; nonsense phi losonhy that stems fr b 1 · f in G d . · ... · om a e. 1e one o • 

The r.ommon 3ikh erePtin~ which reflects their beliefs is Sat Siri 

k~l ((;od is 1,~uP., truth is etern:-11 ). S'kh' f th · · , 1 ism nr er emphasizes: 

.. - r~-a r ,.,e, ""l..., ss ·~er·--:..... t h • t ) .. ) • v ,-=, ,.J...1.. r-• • 0 vu.,• ·o ,1-::111ani y , Sat Sang (company of the vd.se ), 

2ni (medj t.at,i, n on the attribut~s of God), K~bruii (self-sacrifice). 

3ur-h is th~ rel:tei on to whiGh the 0i.khs have t.urtH~d in time of trouble 

in Tnd-L~ ;:.1 d G::inada, and in which they havt~ found a way of life that 

'114-kes r1ost westP.rn id8a1.s unnecessary Lo thPm. 

A bri9f gl;1nce at the Sikhs in In~ ia d11rinr- th A ve ars rri.or to __, ., -

191, 7, sh ')'.'f[ tl-1P Sikhs ')D t-.hrPA social levels. On the top level were 

t,h0 Sikh !,ri.n es rulins ovel" PatialP, h,abha, Kapurthala, tTind and 

1r ls vocracy. The lowest levAl was cornr)osed of the large 

r,e ss )f :-,P.asant r,ropriet.ors. A political cross-sectinn of the Sikh 

cor.1:nw1i ty reve~ ls many different v:i.Aws from medieval autocracy to 

·yi J :i t~nt cu'!l n wism. The majority of Sj_khs a:re ardent nationalists 

~nd nernor.r;its. The l-3IldP.d ano mili tar:r aristocracy used the Chief 

Kh;:;1 sa Dirm.n ;-s th~ir '"'Oli t.i.c;:i.l af:'ent thro1191 vhich they expressed 
"· "--' 

t'1 .i r rt:>~ctj ')P ·, c, 001 · t,j Ceil \-iP.w3 an<l favour of the existing religious 

or, e • The :"ij kh nP.asMts backed 1,hP- Indian rational Crmgress a-rid were 
... 

~ns trurn~nt:-41 i Y1 for-ming Kisans (pe· sa..nt committees). A cmnposite picture 

of thi:- 31kh p(\::iso.nts wou1d s',CJ'!I a T'ersi:::;. whn l.~kes the simple life, with 



;:i r.:tt.hP.r puritan outlook. He would not smokA anct probably would be 

~ ~ n-drinker as well. His diet would be usually vegetarian, ccn-

.; · ::.t.-i..ng of wt,,~at or com rotis (rancakes ), boiled vegP.tables, fruit, 

r 10nt.y or bnttr..r :mrl curds, m.:1 lk and , hey. If he ate meat he would not 

eat beef; while mutton or nork would !)rovide his "Ttost frequent dishes. 

,ii. ·irth, iii,~ rri arre, anrl f1meral cerer:wnies would be similar to those 

e would nrefer thP. outdoor life and would probably 

serve sornf.> t .i rnP. i n the armv. 
L 

TO:n t h~ ~•e::ts~.nt.s c;ime the majority of Sikh irmnigrants to Canada. 

, 1p ri.c+,ure of thP Sikh in India, esoecially the religious shades of 

ht s col01.irf 11 pnrtrait, explain part of his difficulties when he came 

t.:') i -hi s Dominion. For the older generation of Sikhs in British Columbia 

r c1 v9 Jlt:lVer forgotten their birth-place, and to many of them India, 

not ,,~anr1da, is still their homPland. 7 This attitude has rresented a 

·) ~idable barrj i:r to the understanrline of tm Sikhs ~ .- the non-Sikh 

na ritv of British Columbia. 

The inunlgration to Canada of a large numbi~r, or so it seemed at 

1 ~;:i.st t.o t ,hP. resin~nts nf British Collnnbia, of Sikhs added fuel to the 

.:rA~ ·, f .quti-Orient.alism already Kinr3] ed by the arrival of Chinese 

- ri-i ,J--i ,;.mese iT'lmi erants. A movement of Asia to take over North America 

...:i t ted 'Clo- Ind_J· a was dj sgorging its people as .'1 1 ,eP.,1ie• 1 t .r) have s ~r .. • r L -

~ The Sikhs 'L·, 0 ,g"'n ar...-i vin~ in British Colwnbi2 '""' •. ~-s Ch-ina and .Japc'.ln. r. '"' J.l. -

n l ·H)}i , and a lmos t iirJnPdiately became the victims of anti-Oriental 

t A . t· imrnic-ration, based on ~onontie This y,rejud.i.ce a gains S .! a :tc u& 
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·-.. Ar 0f +hp Dr.Ltish f!nln:nbia rP,sjdPnts, was carried into the strugcle 

o A ol.: tl · l equality in later ~rears. Tne conser uence of Sikh 

·, . .,i~rqti)n prior to :r rld Viar I provided fireworks that kept British 

,()11 )..: :1., and Vancn,1vA1" in pa-,..ticnlar, well entertained. 



The reasons underlying Sikh emi t. 
· gra ion are !airly clear. The 

Boxer Rebellion of 1900 saw Sikhs fi~hti·ng 
_ alongside troops of the 

·:,estem pawers in~luding those of the United States. The stories of 

A!,~,.;_ ca filled the Sikhs with admiration f c.!" th is fabulous country. 

ThreP. ]\"ars Prior to this, in 1897, Sikh troops passed through Canada 

on heir way back to India fro:n :~ueP.n Victoria •s Jubilee. 
other 

u1dlan transients also came through Canada. 
The picture of North 

America as a promised land was complete. This imagined picture prt>-

vid~n the in ... ent.i~ for the Sikhs to come to Canada. But incentive 

alone nP.ver gets anything done. Jn North Ameri ,a cheap labour was 

scarce at this time, hence employers were provided with an incentive 

for enc'Juragin~ Sikh i1Tll'1'ri er~tion. A third reason for Sikh immigration 

was provirt?.d by the various steamship companies who saw a chance to 

i.nr.r.,3s~ their revenues from steerage passengers. These major forces 

that Here working towards a cufl'l.mon end added up to a single force of 

ec01omic necessity. Until 1907 there was no great discrim~nation 

'1 :. ·,.nt the ikhs who did not pr sent to the pe ple of British C-0l11mbia 

, n • • 1 bl In 1907 anti-Oriental riots tcok ... _. ~~ono~n.c or a eocJ.a pro em. 

""'1 ~"P. i:1 v~'1c-:,uver. Although the nhysical volume was directed against 

---~, 0 ~hi n~se .qnrl .fa.ri:mese, the Sikhs received their share of verbal 

he> De'""ntv . ·inister for ~hour, W.L. '!.ackenzie King, came to ., 

T.,..ti"'1.·, ,.,. , · • ,,....,....o +_0 •11.~!:.< a royal c0mrnission on the Oriental - ;n 1.YJ · nb ta ill .L..tl ,u v -'-' 



"The act:i vi ty of certain stea.'!'ship agents who were d~sirous of 
SP,llL1g transportation in the interests both of the companies 
with which they were conn~cted and of their Ollf1l ~outmissions. 

"Tl1e a ti vi ty nf certain n.,t,; onllso.r India in the province of 
British Columhia who were desirous of exploiting their fellmr 
~ ,unt.r_ymen, and certR. in Canadian inditstrial concerns, which 
'Ni t.h t~t~ ob.ject of obt~i nine; unskilled labour at a price below 
+,he c rent, rate, assisted in inducing a number of men to leave 
Lridia fn,: enti::!r into actual or virtual agreements to work for hire." 

~itish Columbi~ hosti1ity to th 0 Sikhs continued t~ grow. 

Th~ ~ikh in Brltjsh Colu~bia was forced to accept lower wages 

just to k~e1 hi~ j·Jb. The dictc1te of economic necessity to +.re Sikh 

!:l ·ou ... ed the white workers. During 191 18 there had been a total of 

2,<. 123 East Indje.n~ admit.t.eri to Hritish Colurnbia.. 2 1'o the n on-Qrj enta: 

.. or1 ,=rrs +he brown as well as yellovir tide was mounting. The British • 

~o1 w1oi.a pt.tblj c <'rj_pd louder for a ston :.o Orientc.l im'1'.igration. The 

Domini n r}overnrn~nt f .Lia.lly acted. u J·: nary 8, 1908, an order-in­

uncj_l .;0 s na, sed tn;_1t, c11t, of'f +~ ::w,de;r,9tion of Sikhs, by requiring 

9ntr·,nts to Can.qda to comP by direct r-1.,.ssae;e from the country of origin 

d Ind' J An-,., ti:>ri:, '4r>rP. 1io riir.er-t ~t,e·,mP.r trips hetwP.en Ganada an 1 R• 

0ther ,,.,.."lPr-tn-~ 01 ncil "f June 3, 1908, f11rthA:r required the entrant 

t). -v, !lP. ... , r"l·.: - ·-- - another bar to the I J.i..::, ~i,;1,--, ~ 

• 

') 

.3.Cn~,n-lrnseJ'h. r. Tnrlian ~m~gr::1.tion 
l })it;, ") 11 f) P;.ce-rnt,s or .... ,1E; ,rinr 
Ioi.d, r 7. 

t-0 America, Bombay, Oxforrl Pre~ 
repnrt. ... 

l . " 1. Chenp '11 j en-FPIJ 1 , 

• .. •~ I:! G ~rnTterc · Al .£->res , 
Ori€n tal 1mm; crr·ttion in Cariada, Shanehai, 

I t,~. ! n 14 '5 - ll16. 



)' 9f.4h~ ~ ,¾ ~ ~_,~"½ ~">?'? ~ 4o ~ ~ c;; ~ r 

/4-~~J~w/ -c/4 ~;(,.,~.._ ~~_,,..,,....-:::::t- ~.,(.,/)j? ~>~ ~ ~ , ~ ~~~ 
~~_/~ 1 ~ ~x ~ 0,~ e~ ~✓- ,, 9;,{p ~~ 

~/rft 
ot.h 0 rwi .. e. 

The decision by Chief Justice Hunter o{ British Colir.!bia 

-t.hat both Section twenty-three of the l!mnigrati:m Act and the Orde_,..8 _ 

in-Council or 1910 restrfoting immigration were ultra vires opened the 

way for further Sikh inunigration. In the year 1913, eighty-eight Sikh 

immigrants entered Canada. 12 
The next year, 1914, which is so well 

e -emberecl, saw the final !1hase of the pre-~•forld Nar I immigration 

dif.ficul ties. 

The year 1914 to Vancouver could well be called the year of the 

Komagata Maru Incident. Ourdit Singh was the leader of this Sikh enter­

!)rise which was designed primarily t.o err.barrass the British Government.13 

(ll the Pacific Coast of North America there h~d been a growth of Indian 

national'st sentiment. An agitator in San Francisco, Hardayal by name, 

found Ad a newsp8J1er printed in Hindustani called Ghadr (Meeting) which 

,.,;:is openly sed;_tious. A group of Sikhs in North America Cc:lsequently 

)ll()TNP.d the rolic:v of ~ct.ion as advocated by this newspaper. An 

actjve cons~'1:iracy was afoot to aid India by giving trouble to Br~.tain. 

The ~~ tn2L.i.on wR.s ripe for an incident. Gurrlit ~ingh assembled a group 

of ,Ekhs , Lwo h11n.-ired to three hundred st.roog, .;ind then cha.rtR-red a 

"~::--;,r:.ese steamer the Komagata Maru to carry the Sikhs from Hong Kone 

fj(i V.-en~')tNer, where h~ hoped to lan<l them if possible• In any event 

to stir un as much trouble as possible. Cr> May 23, 1914, the • 

' ,,, agat~ ·Aru entP.re:d V:'lncouv~r arbo ur aud the tragi-~omic enisode 

11 
.J. • 

r"I ,, . 



ro J 1c1 t,nen b~come the basis of th~ir action-s.14 
Inspector 

.t.L. Reid was in ch,.r-ge of the immigration officers in Yl!llcouver, and 

A..H. ac :eill was t.he coosul for th~ Sikhs. The decision of the court 

Vt t.his case was that Section 23 of the Immigration Act was valid and 

h i.n 1n on all ~ourt.s. The Komagata J/.aru remained in Vancouver. 

ThP- longer thP. shin stayed in po-rt wi t.h jts rassengers confined 

h the ship, t.he lower the .food supplj "s bec:mie. The scarcer the food, 

the •rore hostile the men on board becane. By tTuly temrers were reaching 

rPA.kinp- point both on board ship and on shore. On July 17th, 1914, 

thP.re vas a riot on board ship and the passeneers seized control. The 

n~vt day for 1~1 notjr,e was given by the authorities to the captain of 

+h [omap- t~ Haru that the ship must, Je~VA or he would have to suffer 

+he. c nseq11enr.es. That afternoon the battle of the Komagata Maru took 

rJ ~P.. A joint immigr tion-police boarding pa:i"'ty set out in t.he tug 

..-.;;..c..;.._~-==-n. The p/:issengP.rs rm ho;,iro the Komagata r~aru, by th.rowing up 

t!--}!i+, w~s 0veablP. ners~:aded t:hP C..,nndians +,n~t dj screti,,n was 

hett~r r.;q,rt nf valnur. The ~e~ Lj on Ni thrlrew without attemptine 

dv now (,ttawa h:ici sent ., 

i ri • •tor O 1wr · ,., ] t.iJ,..P,, Ton . 1- a tin B11rre1 l, +,o mAdiate t.LC? 

c • • • d -evens w n t l had ~] iso bPPn t;J ki n ... P- Pn acti V"J ... art i11 tJ1P. 

P.' ,1e:,ted anrl r-=?CP.ived the use of q.F .c.s. 

f 1 1 •rrn~ 1.vvernment .ff P.r~d "P 'l ,, rnr ,ru~r )t thrP.r1ks o v o Ance. _ 



l 

·1c.• 

rl1p 

"'I 

T11e Sikh, c1c-~erted th R; over m P trs t~rms. At 5 o'clock th J.. ,rn·· n, •nr"\ t of V:)n went ' 011V Pr t v::iri n11s vantage points tc, W'lt~j 
i'o :inn H.~·.c.s. Rr1.j_n ow lf)-,ve. For Vane ouvAr the Korr;u 

s ov~r. 

'">rf)lJ hl_v_ rl.' S["r11nt.lAd Si 1 h ~,...,..;,Pod ~h m• , ... • u f R' t 
- -::. ....... ,, , ere• it1e Oll0£P. .ull( ge lO 

:,7.' Pn by its~ l f thP Komagata ··.qru affair mi eht have bPP.Yl t.hP 
c-r.hn ,=:, l"'lf' n a.mb:it·i.rn1s Sik', h11t '.n all Lh~ circ1rnstru-1cP.s t1 ere 
r. 1 J...~ l 1 t l·i ttle rlr,nbt th t it wa ~ but part of a gen~ra] schem~ 
t.0 ,..,...P~te t oublAs for <John Rull. rrl5 

·r,rlrl , qr T broke out. 

r:.'r'prl ~.:in:-i lr1. • 16 

·t 1 ,d. ,j () Th~t, C:n 1f1-1-pnr-f~ , tssed rP.s:1luti,..,n • . 
. •;:i-t; j "P •nj ~::i .i0n ,. , 1 i c"'1 ... ~ .,rf ~d i·.hP. D0r-iini,1112 thA ri[i1t to ' recnr• £ 

• 



' 1 

<'l to 1 ?I, 1 """ +J,,.t t,hP · urn"ers of P.nt.r,mtsl8 ""'re 
· nt 1", Pn r_•om. ared to t.h 1)~1909 

1!' 

I ~I lg 
.. .1•~s. The det•ressi'ln 

.r... 
f · rld ,iar II also stor•. ed imndgr~tion for !')11 

1·r~':>5~~. 'rhr ttgho,1 these years East, Indians generally, 

Gnz +.!Jp ·> • hs in dritish Columbia, oontinu~usly agitated for er 11al 

· ··th other • ritish subjects. The East. Indian imnig atfon r•ro-

rart of the ov~r·,11 Commonwealth question of Dominion 

., -~ , ~uali y :u1d Com,'l• nweal th solidarity. 'I'he closing phase of 

·~.-·~·r·tion started "i.th Indi:t•s gaining- its in:-le9endenne in 191,7. 

• - ' ,=> • ,a:; no, ar-eo ·d th a CommonwP.:. l th _!lroLl~m of it.s own m~kL'1g. 01 

r n t • • e ;ulowed to enter Canada.19 
A similflr agreement was reacheri 

r -, ... 1,i· st f th l t At th,,t t-i~ there -ere a_r."'lrox.iMately t"U\. P~ ~ ew ~on. s a er. ~ ~·= .. . 

: 7 :;:~ 3t 1'1dian-:; i ,1 r;.~.n~da, t.r1e 11~jori ty of whom were in British 

i'.-,~ fact tn..,t, toP. small nw11ber of East Jndians in Canada is a!'rarently 

"" J" ,'."'roportion t0 1P. rn1mLPr of entries is easily explained. The 

o camP t.o Canada ca:'le for the express purpose of 

· t T d · ,c:omP., ~nt.ered Ca'1"!da and then " ' • ~ >nP.y :.md ~,hP.n returr1 in~ o _t..1 1a . ., 

.. -,' '>n r.0 .. ,.i:i TJn:it.erl States. Adrled to this P. iigration of Sikhs from 

• 
• 

I;·; (.) ') r• J Qr j t!\l'1t.01 Jm;!li rJ: !>ti IJI), r 1 c; 7 -
J~~ ~ -,, i:)Y,rJj X A fr,r ~o·nr lPte fJ e11res, 
v · "°t">ri~ n~ i 1 V Colonist 11 ,J~~11B.ry 27, 19,1. 
_:_,~ . ~it . 
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r. 1pn DP lo ks oack on +hr, past forty-ei ht ye~rs o dikh imr, ie;ration 

";q 1~ a thP far.t. that stands out c] ~A.rl y is that the Canadian P-overn-

t, ., tAd a the Cm.q<lian voters, at lP.;:ist in British Columbia, wanted 

.1" :i.ts d~str~~tive Eabt. Jniii an ;mmigr:=i.ti.0n policy. Constit tiona1ly 

i;:m st·Jn ,-ras correct. Yet, onP. f els that morally it left 

.. t,) bP ~sirPri. ThP. i dP::i of \ hj t.A su re ,acy di PS slo .ly, if at 

, 
• 

, 1 rl 1<.Y~t f t, n fears of r.1A :inti-Jri,.ntals were. 



---
~ • ,·,uicm.sP., As ~ result of this 

.-..tatus h.q been examined , • 

can. e n the nature of this stru~tl'_ le th 
c e various political parties 

oy many writers. Be-

l s·1 hctve plriyed their part. An th 
0 ~ er rhase of the political asf~ct 

)f Si' h life is seen in t.he various_ n ro!"'"'ganda 
-~ outbursts either for 

r ai1 e1 ·nst. the group. 

The onening rou~1ds in thP h~+:t.1 ~ for political rights for the 

:5i1
(' """ P P. fi rPd j n the 'rears which immeoiat~l , followed ·vorld nar r. 

~ 1922 t.he Rt. l-fon. V .s. &Jrin1vasa Sastri toured Canada, 

;\1stralia, ~no ~ew Zealand, to p'lead for thP franchise for East Indians 

re·· '"1 n.1.. in hose Dominj ons. At Victoria, British Columbia, he !)leaded 

n~l· for +hP. franchise, not for an increASP. o.f imrdgration f"r .:iikhs. 

u n · n,· this hP. stres:,ed the idea of iaperial solidarity, and linked 

ir"ql unrest in India wj th the treatment 0f East Inctians in t.he 
. 1 

ti') s. Of course tne question of thi::i fr~n~hise of the Sikhs was 

r· 1 sed ; n t.he Canadian Hou~e of Commons ere, accord.ing to one writer, 

.1. •
0 

• 8S dtine debRtP.s w~re hivhly acarlf'.'>;TJic for ther were only 951 

·,· · n<b1.s ' -.: n - i t,j h Columbia, acr.nrdj ne t,n the 1921 census fig11res, 

• 
• 

• 

,t, dernRnd +JiP. franchise for themselvP.s and who would or:,bably 

2 
·e J , if' rr ;-intPri to them• 

r""'t Ji IIJJlP, 29, 1923.J 

British Colwnbia's fears were ridiculous. 

'i'his rlP.bate 

I I ~ 1 b' ~3 T);' O!Jl) - l ~ • 
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The DBi 1-, Provinc8 of ~Brch ;>., 19h3, r~n the ne.no.­

The next day, "Hart Ponders 

ri'r n hise for East Indians'', r;:1n t.hP Vancouv,;:r S11n.17 'l'he result. of 

· ht;se deli b 0 rdt.i nns by thP. premj_er was: :qJo de~i~ion on vote fer BAst 
,o 

r::'L.,ns 11 .·u 'I'he frq.nchisP :issw·, rern~ined quiP.t. for the re"Tlainder of 

• Pr1lin°s e ~nded '1 1it,~.1e, te11 t.hr:> stoJ"'' in r-r~,r hic te:rn1f;. The first 
., L, ... 

nrl ~-:ir~h 9, 191,11, thP battle opened in P.::irnest. 

AS 1 1~n ~th~, of .,..ccei vine vote, 11 21 anno1Jnced t,hF Vancol:ver rn=!ws-

·rhe Sikhs 

) K ur, t hi=• r, J h::i ll~nrre: "East .iJHiians say 1 earson attack unfair. II~ .... 

1 pu C'"'ntinur->d +,heir ;:.-1c+ i0n as +,he J ;:ir h 10 is SUP 0 f thP .t-rov5 nee 

• h~ls·1 ~)j,,1::in 0 r•iot,,1 ,i:e•"'l()l"'t 0n l)r)dr·i n, .t.,..'1V.'ncial r- no 1mic1Dal 
' - ---- ----~- v· t · · 191.., c •'r::i"1.-.hi::P f,,... /"]! .. inrl11s j_p -l jtjcri. J,..., l u:-:bi::i , }C ,OrJ.P., 1,ov • . Ll• r1 _,) . 

T• • • ~~- _;.. C) ,nT:7:i 2 " r-+,n1• ;~ D LJ 1J• r-s, ,~ ..• , , 'Id•-, • 
• ~ ~ Dai 1. r - 2, 1 :; , P }L 

• 

• 
• 

n 
v·11t'"P., 1-~r . 

. 
l Y. 1-, l3, n c:; · 
:>l, 7 ,.l,l, r- 1 ~ 
,._ ' -... ..... , L • .., . 

9, 1),1~, n 1c:; _ 
l) _ 

: ot.t, 2u, 



,,,. r~P , <'arson said no. 24 " Union mAetin, reject s rem;,rks ' deroga\;o?") 

0 ·;; nrlns, ChinesP"; 2,; This statement sho.vs labo,:ir •s r,osj ti0n in thE 

c,tr11!_Tle . The Education ~'inister, Er . Pf)rr;y, on 1',qrch 16, re- entered 

His r10Rition now W3.S : ".C:~st l11dj ans should heve vote ••• 

of th:i s ~ r10rt 'n,1~ livelv battle announced as: 11 CCF .. 
, t · + t t r ... J ,,?7 ~ a rt OA;.i en 1 n l'lnV f~ J VO ,8 l>r' hlnr 11S -

However the minor 

Ooe week later the "East L1c1.1.ariR 

r·,..- ic;,=, t.n ,_,..c~ t •r0 rr: P renrS')n 's st.;:ite ent, 11 28 and so announced 

,.. > , t · rn a ti on 0 ~ t i1P b ;:it t. le • 
In Anrj 1 a .few snot0 v,ere still llP ~ "1f' 

In +hr-? last rnnnth of I, 

l.f!P 

jfty yri·rs -J1P 

f'rr.-1 . h ,-..7-; ,V (}f 1n V'}1.P for th0 si;<:11s shotdd oe left . , "" r n v inc e , t. r- • , 

n Sikhs insr)lent. 1131 Th us one of' +.he r::ost. 

--



Jt 
hP b c·inni · of a t 1 t 

.... c: • ore o eran attitude to the Sikhs b ~ the 

Colu bia. In the twent.y-fi rst Legislatiire the CCF 
-T- - •• ~P .~e~. ~o- ~.h f -~ • ., v·ot.e or the Sikh ..... 

The result was defeat by 

1"h~ ruit.i-Sikh force st.ill i1eld ~ slim 

The factor of t.he .JA+ive Dau.•hters and r{a.tive Sons of B.c., 

• .. , . J.E. Sears still l~in"lPd +hat the E::ist. ::-ndians ..,.;ere unwortJ1v of 
., 

,l)en the standard ones. 

l'P ·s·,n of Dr. n.F. l-andifl. ... Cb 
1 ,., "IC"' .l.. 

.. "It, \.., 

·•r-~, • ~n n treat.m~nt f thP. Sikhs eould :influence india 1s decision to 

.. 
+.n 

.: c:;o • • 

• 



::ind 1 '0v0 ,.,bn- 1 
,c-; • \.Cl l, 

nurd:i t Sinr-h 
'- , 

In t,he sP 0 0nd rP-gdi'1E, hovrever, th~ i:;ove:cnment 

The 

+r ·irrl ~a,li.nr, or t.hP Bi 11., .::i.s q nended, to,)k ~lq~.::, .1n Atril 2, lQl,7 • 

0 i.} l 'c;, -cl s ~,..,Pr,dPci., W::l ~ un:in:i m011sly ~1p RSf>d b,. t hr:1 House • 39 Dr. 1~;m,4 ic1 

• 





roble s. • Go on ['_ r n C · -· , on erva 1. Candi te 

re_ rted that the enumera o~s h1td been inst ct.ed n t 

ee East Tndi 
l'lames on the voters, list. This statement was 

d bv the F deral Beturnin~ Officer, 
The issing 

::i~oed to the voters' list an~ the situati n was remedied. 

~- ~ Si.lch s rurP-le f'or t,ne franchise had been a long and itter one, 

~nd in thP ~n<i t.,ne fears of ... e -.-._,,. -r- .: .. .:c " · · · 
... • "-'J.,::- :1 e._,u i .... a WaJ.t-e:s were !)?'OVen 

0 le· l~. unfounde 

'I'hP. -:t.t·t.ndp~ o th 0 V=irious nol.itic--1 r.- ties -were influenced 

hv pres ure e crted from the left to the .,.; ght - he """'""'lD'lists forced 

f reed the liberal~ wh for e the e n~rvatives 

. sort fa .i~. Thee 1mist ~ rnal. to em1 tl 1tv of races ... - - ., 

a.no r .e en~ of eoloni~ loitation 10 "oubt ap_etled to SO!De 

of · he Sikhs. L, Canada however, t' i.khs were in s ch a .in. rity 

~s o bf> useful only for r paganda . p ses. 'nle' CC, party adopted 

a nrogrec-s1. ve a t.i tu<ie tc,wa t-ile ~i!chs. The CC was opposed to 

further imii rati n of ientals but "for those of Oriental origiJl 

in Canada there .::tn be only one s0.1. t.ion. That is t~ refuse to draw 

he colour · e 1147 TJ1e ~ p int d o 1t h~t q cordi.ng to t~ 1941 ' • ·'I..NJ:' 

"f!' s •hore l'!ere -:. total o l,J 65 "ast Indi~.ns in Canada of wh 

Hence eouA.li tv of treatment for .. . 
h 1 t . Th1· c- ~t .i t.noe was based on ~ti e -=- on. .,, 

l ~ of th~ oeg;!"la. ,;a."'lifesto .hat stated: n .... _ual treatment before the 

,f . 
117 . asts or ·tiz~ns, 



P•rt.:r ~do"t-Ad no official plat.form on pol icy on the q,,eRt.ion of t.hc 

East Tn,ii~ns. Individual members of bot.h p'lrti,es held belie.fs that 

f, vourtad t.he ".d st in r; st~.t un, mod i.fi ca ti ':>n of immigration restrj "'tions, 

or CO'a[)l9tR e<}llA.l; ty for t.hP. Silrhs. But. these two parties took no 

;:i~t,i c>n un+.il the _'.'rPssnre of t.nA CGF And tho Communists, bAcked by .q 

Lo 1:0 ~he ~~jority 0f the 

public were not neces0arily 0!'9osed to the Sikhs, but they were 

"1ostly ;n,}j ffererit. to their status. Consequently political r arties 

w10 rP.lied on !'llh l i <' c:::11.t~ •o)"t c-)·,i,1 ·r0vc only as fast as changes in 

_n lH)lic opinion. H1ving studied the noli ticB.1 aspects of t,_rp Sikhs 

in :Srit.ish Columbia, a s11rvpy of thPir lec.::il status will serve to 

fill nut the 

~f"'f"(?'T"~Pd 1;,r ~.11 "'Jn,.,.erri~d. ., This ri.::irnl·r niff'P,,..Pnt.i .~+.en t.h 0 ?l! from 
. " 

.J~r"nM5P ~nrl Chinese bec!J.t1SP- by netnre of thPir status as Briti~h • 

S11h_jP.cts the Si~hs cl ::i.irmd ennal tre,1tmf'"1t. vd th Brj ti sh Su1'jects in 

· d C 1th 'rhP.. Don,1inirv1s hRd reached ,-. •·.h o r :i rts nf' th0 i' rin1 .,...p :.in 0"'P1Onwe:i . • • . 

agr e!'!"!ent rm thA j esue of imr.tier ti on, Pc1r.h Dominion could take in 

1oi it w nterl for cjtj ,~ns. 

49. Th1d. p 17. 

Bovcr:i nl"' t,o t 1e wi. ~h PS n f Fri i i sh Col nmbj a d 

1ri ti:-.h "Ori ntals II of 

Al]iance that was in 



The ie d 
politic 1 r · ~ht.s of Brit ~h Subi€-ct.s · a Dominion .... 

"' t.. eir bir h l o • :r i4uce sc •P. int~ e~+ ;rig que t.ions. 

an ' the S · hs. The franc hi ~e was st.::r:i ct.ly a '- rovinci ,il 

,.~ • ,he t.~ Is I f' tJ1~ D, i,1 i n :;1 ect,. ons Act the rovin i r 1 

l1P to -the e ~ al :r 1ct. j se . !j:ri ti::::h C l11mbia 

y den; :in- t.hP .:kh a vot in t1p 
ial r,,J ect.i ?'ls a] so deni.P-d ,hem 

l e L Ple .... tj ons. ence - ·hon Ir ,4 • ~ ~m l .. .; ... e~ ·- ~an . a. .. ,,_ u !. ci .a.,, ; IAJ 

" .. .t 0 "'ikhs in c!) ··da C i) 
. '11 • .... fer tlY: 

~ e 

' na ~ Q • 
~ J. 1'' ) t: i.; ·overnm,:::,n t . fo.,.. .rie:i 0 l jderati • 

; .(' J. c-1: 1 rr 1 ':I n b5 t.he r:,vincial cro er -, 
~ l ( ~f r th~ he D~ l on v 0 :rti!"'e t. ~Ca 1<,p y 

---r th(\ B. • • l .-:.a ··-. J. }- for~i 
__ ...;, 

~:...~P. .. al 
,,..'"" , ... 

I., • r. -i::,- ,., 
' ' ' ,. • • -1 

.. 
l"' .L C. <; 

., 
.f n .:. "'P h~nrls t,-,p ri ''-' .! 

oy tn -- ini"> 
' . 

ni.. ',hi."' 0'" r rd 1J 
1 e 

C' 
(·p ; .... . h ,nA .·tt-:. t. p '{ . . ... 

-nri ja .:.th .... OlP. 
(',.._ 

◄ h,..,,. 
• "'l"\t"'i'Y\ ('I+_+ . ;) ,. 

,.. . l 0,.' +,;k'n rfT • 1 

r')" r..h 111 (' .... . '1 -~ tl 'l ~ C<' t 

),... • -• '... VO i.n_ . I ic 
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~ntic Ch rter, tr . IT . Charter and l ·• De , ~ t · f. 
• • • 1 • • c.1 c;ra ion o Hui ·ru1 Rights 

t P r-eo:'le of .. 1r·i tish co·l,1,..,', ,· !:l . A., th · 
- ,,, "' "' ie t.une of wr:i t.i t: 

iw:)en i,ltP. rca:rs 191~ and l.47 the status of those dikhs wno 

tPr lef;,~:1. i.•1P1igration to the country vr2.s h2.lted 

D .., · n · )n ·nvArn·nent . The federal c .. bi net aCTeed : 
,c.; 

• 

:rl • m d . 
L st1.s• •Pn ind fi i tely dero.,..tat. ·ion : roceP.din€s aJ.ri;ady 

• 

'nitJated. 

2. rco allow -3J.l Indians who had entP.rPd c~ada illegaJ.1y t.o 
rA~ain, subject to goor conrl t. 

.:. r, 

) 

'T'o 'Y'ef't11 1a o-:ro.r·· ~ 1~ o(\('\ c::,... ... ,,ritr l - - ... VG ,,\,..,,\.VV \.,U. l 

t)eha.lf of those Inijans rtf!a;nst 
ti.qd h,::,,::,n st.1rtec. 11 ..-- 1 

h<:mds f11rni shed b , and on 
·wh rr r1~r1ort.;:ition ~roceP.dings 

8-ndia ag:tin too 

, · nrt.&cl hv T,ne ~ikh c 'Tl tL.i t, j PS 0 tJ1A oro ir.ce. ... 

111 'I j I h +, p f rlPr:, 1 .. ~nverru P.nt 1:-stP.d until Aucust lli, l9h7, 

•rdP.~--: -~ UIJ il fl: VP t.hP Y1tT1; ants, by +hen reduced t,o 10 

r~t s ~s <} n~rli j ,j P!lS., ~'3 Thi s thP. 1 st of ,h n 

..r • l ;::i D · wan '.,-.•i tv ·b ., _: __ ~---~-=--~=-"--
~~~-------.-:-:1'.:i-:-,\ 

-"... 

n 



c f the ~. · 1 h · ,, 
\,;;, tJJ.K s in l.1cinR.da. Rut as sue;gested above, the problems 

r thP ..:>.L hs in Hrjtish Columbi?. were not cilwa .. s confined to the local 

'.t1he tr92tm~mt of Bast Indian~ in other member co1mtries of t.he 

rit ish Contnonv1ealt.h was alw::!y~ 3. source of r~.nnoyance to Jnrl.ja. South 

Afrj ca, ~nd G.?n da to a J esser rlegree, were "t')hp ohject\<>f Jndic. •s 

se;;,.rchiT'lV rinest.ions. ni th tl-10 devPlo0~ent of India as a Re•)ublic 

, • -4.,ri:i n the Com."'T'lonwP.~ 1th the ri~tt.Pr of East Inoian" abroad led to a 

tr j P heing ~ LaCP on t·r,P ,i~u~J."i y .,-,n}j e intra-Corrr.,onwealth relations. 

0+- E r ean an(~ OriPnt;-il descent, Indian-C~n~d:ian relations took on a 

:::i '"'P. t Yle. "Rl1t t hP tr9~tmr->nt of Inrlj r1.ns i 1 S0ut.h A rica i:::: Gtill 

t i' ,., .,,.,.,,v · rleci for suc11 -rou1, s c. s ne 1.,01nr11 i;.its, t.o nse in pr0rognnda 

.--._,...,. . ,_,.r,...._:y a lo ,.,·, ""'rriblem was, even if r d t ) ·w• 1 r C;:in;:..di:ms to u,- _ - ..., - ,.., 



·r"'11: , t .hey Nil 1 next be considered as a group of' fellow hu.man b~inga. 

7hi s soci. ~1-histori r-Al SlU'V0y of th~ Sikhs of British r.oltnnbia, al though 

not ~s cl-=?t~i l"'' ~s ~ so~iolnei r.::il rP-port, vrill P..ndeavour to look at 

t,h 0 Si.kh in the 0rovince from as m;3ny sides of his life as pas si ble 

Bec:~use +.his 

Y1'-""PSs1tv r ry+·, 2lw.1.ys be truly rerrP.se.nte.tive of ciny given indiv2_due.l. 

T111e ri.hest. P.1Ament of hUIT1an life lies in the nAture of its very diversity 

f ... •1rr f'P rs >n t0 rn~rson . The strP.ngth nf restern ~ivilization lies in 

+ 1, 0 j ndi vi1uqli ty of i t.s :-nembqr natj ons. Yet, because of this VPry 

i n~i viriuali ty, h11man beint:s must J.e.qrn +.o accPpt the concent of mankind 

P "' a o-rnun of en11als and not ;:;_s identical 1mi ts like so many mass-c_ ... .4. 

. .,.,...o,1n ~ed rl •! )r knobs . Thns in Canada t.he 11me 1 tine :pot thP.ory" of the 

7'nj t.ed St::i.tes h,s nnt beco'"'P- a r,art of our hnrtlgrati.on rolicy. In 

i:~-:--:·~,.-i .., ... , t +i -r .::1-r1·ve our strength fr"m'l t.he i.ndividual or thP. . .. ,.. rn 1:::; v.rl ~rc ,:,r~ ~ ·~ 

Th,1uC'h +h~ :Sikhs ~re few in n 1m1bi::i,.. 1Nhen com!. )ared 
v 

') 

f C:nri· Gob-, nrl Sinf. h :-1re what ~re needed to bolster 

U q -; t 1 ~ O. r 
S.! 1 1 -· ~ l,,_ ...... m ~ho f'irst .qsnect l ,. 11 .J.. 0 !\. ' "" , , . . L • 

7 ..• 





ThA Sil{h T~":"!"11 n ')_t Van~ •nver was b111·.1t , ... ·n 
19C9, in th,-. 1800 hl0Ck 

Toe bui 1.,.1inf: i ... ,self i_s of fr t t · · th - Ame. r,ons rne 10n w1 . 

:,.q 1::i i'V 
·- 17, +,he hirthd;.1 y of G11r11 frobind Sinih, t-,() hou5;e out-of-town 

. 1 , 
cm. one, .... ying no~h r,no south in lP.ngth. A:t, the north 

1'hn rarim j s rj chl v., cam ... eted. Various ni,..t 11-iPS of P'llrllS .., ..... d holv s-en.ao 
'- _.• \.• \U ·~.._ ..:,. J <"YI _, tj ..-:-,-, J 

?dorn ti1P •"'17_1s. At tn~ sout,h end 0:f' th~ room is -:;_ :rcdsed ~ltctr on 

·nain ~.rticles of furnishings that are 

!'liss-;nf" .fr0::n thP Sikh temnle e.r~ c},.qirs, for t.he Sikhs squat or sit, on 

t'1P. flnor <lnrin~ the se.,.vj ~es. The richness of the colours of the car­

~P.ts -?J10 emhroioered alt:ir coverings ci ve thP- g~nerally bare and si'!lple 

room a tou~"1 of t.h~ OriP.ntql spli=mdour th;:it is usu.ally associated with 

Twli:i. Outside t.he building ag<~i.n, thP. fl~g pole f 1.ies the yellow 

tri::.n;,-ul:.ir '"'lenn.,nt, ".'>f th~ Sikh~ wit..h its bl::ick Punjabi characters. All 
~ ... 

in qlJ, t.hP si"Jln1.i.~it,v of +..hP t..emrle is :in ke,:1pine with the fundamental ... " 

As late as 1937 t.hi: Sikhs stiJl used their traditional ftmeral 

~ · on -~eptember 21, 1917, t.he f'uneral nf Lahab Singh took place.6 . •~cvi.r.es. .... - -

6. Victoric1 De.ilv 'rimes, Se:ritemb()r 21, 1937, P 8. 



, ,,p~n~r tht' n .fol lo·1"ed s · t ' , ll]. • While this was beinr,- done an elder read 

w~s ,qhl azP t,hP fnneral narty 
l • ) exce~t for a f ~ males who were Jeft be-

h:i nd to rntch the fire a.rid rather the Ashes, returrn~d t.o t.,hF- t,ern9le 

Trte dead rnan I s cr1ilciren 

··P.re not :"'resent at th~ funeral rites bec,:1.use, as onr, of the :nourners 

,t.qted to +he rt=-r ryrter COVP.rinc thP. fun/'.>ral, the ceremony wou1ci be 

too f,..ightenine- for them. This funer.~.l procedure is very similA.r to 

-1-,h1t. 0f Hin,1nism. In h0th :reliei ons n~w, the ,vidow is not ex~ected 

+o throw hers~lf on h~r husbc1nd 1s funeral ryre. ikhism retains in 

it c:: ••11ner~1 rerernonies its intrinsic simplicity of ritual. 

other religi0us cere~onies celebrated in traditional fashion by 

tr weddines. On A;1ril h, 1939 such a wedding V)ok T lace 

7 in Vancr)uver. In fact this was th~ first Sikh wedcti nr: to be hP.ld 

,..,..,v,-.n ,11T!lC:: l-1'.!li.!l'l".!l Sin.ch nf Thmr..:in. British Golurnhi~. 
:_ ... , ......... - v , , 

-:in, -Lhn rriest was HarnAAi Singh, a]so of Duncan. In +,he account. :in 

nP.wsn::mer t.here was no mAntinn of thP hri nP. 's na~ 2. A t,ruck ~arage 
... -

thP 1700 lock rest:. ?nd Ave was transformed into a ma£ni ficent 

1 f , · Silk dra:1e.s, rich car0ets 2nd a temporary ~.....,....e: :1r ne occasion. _ _ 

"'r •;P. 'A added to the usually dull surro1mdines of t .. he E-°arage. The 

an, ~8 1 brqtions lac;t.ed fr(JTI Sunday ni __ ·ht unti.l ,it:.dnesd~y ·norn·n£. 

7. \t .on~ unrr- r D 



Dnri.ng tli:i 8 t :bne -':ell-wishers a..TlA friends brought gifts for the newly­

•·reds ann joined in the general celP.brations. Many curious non-Sikhs 

als0 vi sj ted t.he garage to watch the celebrati,Jns. In doing so they 

s~vv !'.l small segment. of EA st Indian cul tt.u·e. This long period of wedding 

c~lebrat.ions isnot very different in tl1is resnect fr0m some of the 

N"edrl inG customs of Europe. In marriage it s~ems as though East and 

,·rest do meet. 

Closely ass0ciated with the r,nrely relt~ious 15fe of the Sikhs 

is thn co·;nunj tv life as exoressed through their organization, the 

~11,qlsa Diw;=m Society. Thj s S0ciety was org:::nizAd in 1909 -.rri th its 

hParlriu;ir+,nrs at VancouvP.r, and branches at Victoria, New :;restminster, 

"h110tsf0rrl ~ Fraser Fills, Duncan, Coombs and Ocean Falls. It was to 

7 oolr ~fti=>r the r,::\J.ifions of the Si1<:hs 11 ho were scattered across 

~'.1 YJ •1 r1 .q. 8 Ar art fro-,-:1 re li ci 011s problems the Soc iet~r takes an/interest 

in or]n~P.tion::il J.nd rhilanthropic func ~.ions. 9 This Society has ;uso • 

8. Ch8ne, OriAntal Irnmieration, r 206. 
9 . TI"lid. , 228. 

:::ii] n thronias of KhR 1s a Divmn S•)cietv to 1921: 
• • • • • • 

l. ') ') ('\ 
4J..J..JVe 

2,100. 
30,100. 
3,333. 

148,ooo. 
~0,000. 
30,000. 
l.?,ooo. 
1~,coo. 

\ 
\ 

j 

\ 

\ 

----



;:i 11• 1 (' • l. , • .! - ' . in ,r,estern , .l •' IU. ') , l. l.l" 
st..yle, a:r9 lavinr" in~reesinf;.ly . . '- .m imoortant 

r··lP in the:• lif •)f thA ~Oll'J."1U'li ty • 10 Thi.s ·which has been 
., V'0Up re-

t,hP. f_-: 1". ~.t, to chave h · h d , 0 • .1.s , ear 

j s SU J"lvin~ the necessary sti.rrmltts t" r t from ·oe-
. ·.; P.Ven · tn° C0111.1!unj tv 

" 
'1l'[} • ~ 
J. ~ yr .. ar, 19~2, ii1 the elections to the 

P."'l'.>r. 1t:i.ve of +,he 1{h::i1 s~ D.i wan Soc·t~ty a majority Ct)•, posed of unorthodox 

Tt G::lrrJP ,qtv)11.t over· an in i-,er~>ret.~tion ... 

');- ;.1 rP.l::tt:velv m.in•'"' .:oint of ,...e1J,:inns crre"'!:>n.y. The y:riest, who had 

The ;")ikh ortliodoxv backed hjr., w'nile ., 

i rp ----thxi0x in fact heca•nP. 11rn,rtho11.ox. T· r'.'1·1.-:•1 +.his confusion the 

~1 ...,_ ,"I'1. ._.r l' .. ! t ,, . . 7 + 1 q. t -1· 11 c >n~ r ''ot1te ·1ch t ) t:1~ lj 'p r)t' rsri t,1 sh t;olu.,.'Tlbia . 

:r. Krirt.R:r SinP-h in Canada 
'-

V 
., 

•..: 1 
) i_r,i..,,· ., n+. r;r•l •lPic."\ i••ith . r·· -:.p 2nr, near. _ t h , , d ml }1e next year, 1912, 

• ·, p f-i .,..: •t (H "f i en 1 t,y was in finding 

1 -:: 
1 ,) ' 



•r .. f PrrP.d him to a -r'l<lj cnl -ri.nt~r in Vict,or-i ~ who mi t;ht h l? him. 

t, , ? mj~bj -J ')n ~u;'l_ge na;-~r Vc.•S + 00 ra i ca.l ;; ste~• for this radical 

) , ro:fnsect to heln K2.rtar Sinp:h. He t 110 f h d to J t t - ~ 1 ._re ore a p::>_rn _,o se 

,,~ P. himself in orrier to rublish his :1ar)er. The outbreak of 'irJrld v'iar 

T, j 11 1-,. '., ~1; t an end to h:is .iourn2listic career for the time beine. 

;,, r i:,he n~xt fift .en y0ars ne wes :in Ontarj o, S!1Pnding much of his 

· i... ..nowledge of c~nadj ::ins. 

In 192, be rP.tn:rned to VM~ot1ver -wlere he started an En~lish-

•11 111 ~e paper, th2t was hailed by the l,ress of Canada :is R. vnost welcone 

.~te t.0 furth r the unr1erst;l_r1dine between In0ia and Ccmada. The edit,o:riaJ 

o-" t.h-" .,..,aoer rm as follo-ws: 11 Inrlia and Conada • .. A JournA.l of 

J-•1c )1·v~r, il . G, ~ubl ished cinrl edited by l,T •. '"artar Singh. 11 The ?i.rns 

!1 ·ere: 

1,T· is 5,,., 11 .i •irnal is now qt::irtPd to he a rnerlium of int.Pr--:retation 
r:::. r•;e.~~~ t.h~ ,-. A0 r 7_P ' ),.. both t.hr-> :-- e ~n1mt.ries. 

41"'--. tr1•.1, 

· n--indj,.. t,... usef Jlnr--sc::, +,his ub 7_:i cat, · on :d.1 l eC!( 1e~v ur 
be ".'> .... e the C;m;}r'; an :;1 bJ i ~ t.hP- trt tn r.inr' nothing but 

"~ pt, +no nonl P f-om i ort.n Iud·ia '7'f reside .. '1t jn 
' c~n-da . 

T n n~hnr ~~rPct 0 
I ' J - • • _, 1)1• r ,,. l • .:- 1 lT ., .. ~ 

ho P' atnl~ tn~ l 
'l r .... , ,... , 1 -i • e {) 1 c:: 

t.he v;ork 0f ihis jour1P-l wi 7 1 oe t.o inforr-i, 
,...a ~ n hA :'Pon"'.:> n"' To tJ1 . ia here 3n<1 

...... - - , -
f'e, ti tut-\mc-:, ::-rohiem~, rP.,111i ""r.>Tnents, 

0f v n:1da. 11 1'~ 

th .·i.--.Wl'"1::il f , Jo· ed these ' i ms b ... r cnnt-::.in-L t ,..n'l r·i,,-- i'"'~''1PS 0. , 

j" 0 • 
• 



t • 

, .. t - i ve d • Th n ect.s o the econ mj c der,l"P.SR · on struck in 19 

1 ·i urn· .. 

'1 r--n · ci i ve in ~h:irn"":i n i .c· th., -r ti.. ,... · kh · t · : 11[,A C>_ 1te bl CO.iullllllJ. y 1n 

• I () 

. l 

rna~r be frmnd in the offic s of 

- Iuclic A ·oci tion on "!fePt •iast.ir cs Street~ st· 11. ri 1j_n~ to 

i t, j z n. 

· "' " ~ -- G 1n 1rE;1n •. o n .,nd In .. 1ian horn. It is ,nth t.he latter th t 

··:"l sh '1 .1. l st~.rt; sho ·nr t1at. Jhat f(")r r:~nt. of a bettP.r pnrase, can 

r ~7 i ~d the nP i ly . ife of Si1{h. Hi:, fnod wonlrl con:,:i.st. of heat 

·ps, ;_ de frnrn a 'lhe,qt fl Old" an~ butter known as char, ati, and 

~ r1onnt ~ r-.f butt.er ;)J'•orl ced an ·.nterestin ex-

- t ·i 0n ; 1 t} r~+. i oni, t ~· nf es~ent.5 21 foods in c~nada duri n~ ~or' rl "tar 

• 1 

.... · · bit 0 from eat i ne beef, · n< he r11rely e~t. s ::1ork, mut on or 

,ry . J b 1 !:'l C• ~,.,d· ':S l .,,,.,._·e 1 v VP; •ptrtJ."i an. D .• ne Hj s rl j et t n C u C p ,.-a r;\ n.;. -

p ·.,.t h · f d th"' either the ~ '1· •, ,_h .·• •"n+. more on lf: oo - ·v• r ,r=-r r.-, . '1"' ' .-

• 
• 





,: th 1•rhite employees. Closely allied to the lumbering industry is 

t.he , ood-fuel busi nPss. Here t·i.-. • t "' th Sikh d 1-i • d · ,1.1e ric ,nre ol. ,., e an . _is woo 

t.:ruck is ~ f ;imi.liar on~ to the rpsj rlflnts of the province. One p"ssiblf 

v 11 •.m ;d -. i 0 n f the Sikh grPvi t. ting to the wood-fuel trade lies in 

lhe f ac • that. in Jnnia r-ia.ny of thP Sikhs are pedlars, hence selling 

w; ces shows: food used ..pJ20, clothing : 60, housine -$60, miscellane1us 

:,-r,_ .n es ,;>30, and SctVine;s of ~800 of ·hich :400 was sent. home to ln 'i . • 

•·en~.:. vhe Si.kh ould rightly be call Pd :1 fruec1l nwn. The gPnP.ral trend 
, . 

l P'~l g 
h P.S 0 ,rna s •ras f' r the Sikh to s ve a few thousand dollars Md ., 

+ l1 nn ,... t nrr1 t o Ind j a t o buy a f , m and sett.le <lo-~n. C,:msequently thP 

lt?~ f io-11:res ~,ho · in , th~ aee ann sP.x brerlkdown of t.he Sjkh po! ula tion 

---------·----- --- -----------------
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µnt.:,..ls as: race prejnd:ice, including col(1u.,.. and 

lanc:;u a ap n rl r:u l t. iu-e pre .i udi ces, ecn no,nir. "om!'eti ti on anrl a lower 

st;tnci::n d of living, ~hi te alarm th · 
ov~r e weieht of numbe~s through 

h·~h~r Oriental hirth rate, and racial ~~s·milation.24 
On August 12, 

1907, th~ Asiatic Exclusion LMe:u<> was formed tn Vanco,,ver. On February 

~, 1927, the Vancouver Klan ~:umber One, of thA Canadian Knights of 

~.h- Ku Klu.ic Klan "aSsP.d a resolntion urgine th.st th~ entry o.f all 

Asiatics be bMned. 25 
An exarnpl~ of rath~r ~xtreme anti-Asiatic 

scn.tL'110nts ~nrl thoilghts is found in th~ person of H.H. Stevens. 

The f'o llo11in~ quotations, t;:i,ken from a .,..,amphlet wri tt.en by him, 26 

"rlll suf'fice. to sum un the Pnti-Asiatic feelings of British Coluabians. 

His gen~ral description of the Sikhs, 11 • • • utterly irresponsible 

peo!)lP., 'tlf'hnse foolish fanatic-ism has Pnt.i.rely hl .. nded their judgementn27 

This staterent, however, describes the Rnti-Asiatics as well. ~,ben 

describing inrtividual Sikhs, he ::igain eX!)rPsses himself forcefully: 

"Dr. Saudar Si nf!h • • • is al t.ogethPr un<i~sirable and unreli,3hle, 
;:inc~ a mi0na"e to thA commnni ty. 

Teja Singh ••• as a schola.r, hP 5s intprPsting; but as a citizen 
["t1irlinl! thP d3 tiny of h·s fellows, he i~ extremely dangerous. 

-----------·---------

T.H. B0 ges, "Orir-mtal P~netration of B.C. 11 International Forum 
1'oviPw .TJJlv, 19?6, n J . 

. • • , .• ' - - ., • ··• "' ' r:' l:; 27 D 1. 
v~nr-niPrPr ]),;J.lv Provinr,e, .reornary :J, , , 4 

rr ~ (:'tevPn ", ·"The Or:i.P.nt~.l P.,..nhlPrr. deelin~ ,ri th G8rrnrl~ ~~ 
• • 

1
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'''I' d t +h l 
eJ c1re no ; .. ey 1.-: ve not got in their natures the s tu.ff Yfhich makes 

;'' 
00Prs • • , thPy 'honld rlo it (set,t,le t.he hill r.ountry of Lndia), 

" t no it i.~ <>ft +.o +hq sturdy An;,-lo-Sa.'tull t.:1 pion-,er an'1 explore 

J1ese ~-j lrl rec:rj ons. 1129 
Continuing his tho11 hts alo:1g tho sam~ line 

• • • 
,r30 

And in cone 111sion he sA.irl; "'le conclu'ib 

• • • 

in c:in, .. sense, easure UP to thP. st.;inrard of ci tizenshin neces""ary for 

·1P.re Andeth th 0 J ~-sson as read by r:r. Stevens. He :missed, however, 

tl1~ ar~ lMP.nt th-it 6ritish C~lumbia wouJ.r-1 be s11bmerged by a risin tide 

ien t.~1s, in---J.udine th~ Hindu. Yet an examination of tru: .. n.qtural 

; 1e r· ~SP Jf H~•"' Si1<h pn.,,1 letion 0f .uri ti sh Col1.unbia from 1931 to 1940 

. i2 Sh')WS t, ~t t.hP fe--red tirle Yra,3 hardly even a rirule. ~ Yet, far all 

tn.is i -Sikh pro!)aganda and otrtbnrsts th=:.re i s 

1Jch nerson W!lS 

PW voc·i forous n n-Si ·hs tonk ti[' the challP-nge. One 

s qbP 17 a , • 'Rroari v,·b O , j n l'.Jl \ 1 ot.e a I78JTlflhl 0 t ad-

l '"lv f'or ·!-'hr.> ,~ikhs . 13 

------------------- ---- --
') 

n i l. 



th · · .:i 
· ~ 1 r l.oeas ">f justice for th0 Sikhs on t.he 0r-i t.ish 

+.,... . 

to stre gthen their t ar g,.une n s • 

'1P r w , ('on i.n +.h~ hat tl P of the Sikhs. Th all f 
e l cint pfforts o lndi::in 

•al )(T .'.-i <'Y, li~P war or '!)eace, w~s :in<livisiblP-. The 192O•s found 3. 

f'" l' 1 r : 1f nu·nbi=>r of neor JP. supportin~ the idea of no more L"1lml[ration of 

'i hs nnt roli tical equali t.y for t.hP Sikhs 'llready h~re. 34 Th? oconol'Tlic 

,...~ !'95==> inn of th 0 e ::i rly 1930 1s made pt::OJ,le conscious of a fal line stan­

Any groD'.,"' ":.h~t. W:iS thought to be underminine t.he econoTT1ic 

.,,-. 11 --it .. , o'f t r1 P i:1<li v5 c1ua] r.Rme l.h'1,'Pr f 5r-=-. Consequently the nmnber of 

~ .... r, .. , i n s ize. 7Torld -,;;:lr II and the r,ry of' survival of dema~racy oncP 

_, l ,J t t +\.. "" o S1' J,h aro1 n-. t)rg,anj zed labouit, which in r, .... 0 ~ q( p (, S! P'•'"IOr c, 0 H6 ~ - '- i.:. U.!,-'• 

' )r f' ~j r l ay 4'0r t,h n Sikhs. 1,' ,.:i ss 'T!.P~t.inc s were hP.ld and ".."fere well 

An PY=l'7! )lP. l")f +,his was a m,~, et.1 n::, held in the Or_rhewn 
~ 

1 '. 'l +,"r" O j n J;,t 1~,, 11 v"r, whi~h was attended by 1,200 people who urged that 

i, n f · · i... J 1 b~ gr,,,....t,,.,_,. to t.he Sikhf; in Bri tj sh Col1.m1bia. 3.5 r m ~ 18P, 3·1 ' ) 1 ) ( .-:: ...... . r.u 

"" P •t . , , · 1 P f O r -t hn f'r ~t.. wh i se (i11.rin:..., -f hPse tP-rr j ble vmr years, cs 

(-.1·- .,n i·n ·· spirit of british Colun.l::ia 10nti , ,,.r1 , s h'1·-r~ t hi=• ~ .-.. u u 
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~i. Ll-'i.n l·.he Go. mo, mc=dth no d,."l'bt '."'· 1,_,.yed ,, 1 · th· · · ~ • :• · n ro A ln _ JS C~~ng1ng 

f:.p-: in_· rrP.V8lent., in 1..hA nrovi.ncP.. ThP- f'lection, by the sti1dents of 

t}1e r,ni. VPrsi ty of ori tish Col1n1bia, of RaCJhbir Singh Basi, c1J1 East 

1ndian f:l.1JcJPnt, to t.hP of'fi~e of President of the Al -na J.';:iter Society 

i.s .J:10th,"!r ind:icati n of the chB.ng:ing ;c1t,t,:itude of Brit:.sh C0lLUTtbia. 

fi 1-i s ;:i t, is rroba.bl r th~ forerunner of sirnil.:i.r "Ci ion in the rP.:-ilm 

Tn a st 1dv nf a ~inori ty sro 1 , 11~h .qs t.r0 Sikhs we see rnucl1 of 

.r-r + r- .1 ..... 'l'r1e sP.cret 01" s 11c0.Ps:) ful co-existence vr--r-·r '-i l P.rPri , l Y' l1'l 11 S ~.S ·'• 

i i.vid:::i ls 
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~\ litic;il, ')no such socjal phenomena av re]ipion and morals, quite as 

.1 1ch as around race• Prejudice contRi ns an element of dislike, if 

n +. fear ~n hatred. T. e tendency to pre.iudge comes from both personal 

--n -4 en] .ur.?l nndJ·+ .. i·oni·no:. "~ _ ThP. cultural hr->r:itaP-e of the ~ast is "":¼S~ed 

on fror,i '[)a rents to children, tencher to I upil, and older to youneer 

To n110t.e "' K • • • then, that prejudice --

r aci:il, nati"n;il, crP.edal or· las~ -- ~enends ll"'Or~ a cultural content 

·: ·1 i h is "'assi=>rl 00"m frmt r:ennration to r; en,:,rat.ion, fed ;.n1<i coloured 

-v ~ve "V crisis, 1.~r::c or SM~ 1, nrhi~h :1risPs when two r.:lces of eroups 

r'ri P- • .1 +.o f'Om:-'eti tj on or ronflict. 112 zy-ths P.nd lPg-ends furnish th~ 

... ~ ,"' onAl i •7 -:ition for thos0 h;ibits ano attit1urles which exr,ress prejudice. 

r.e .inrlice a]so rEsts on r,ultu.r~l stP eotypes of differences, fed and 

.,nhartcP.d hv literary an<. thP.atri cal rP-presentations, by !)Oli ti·cal - .. 

::i.,b· +i ')ns, ~nd h~,. cuITP.nt ~:rjses 2-risino- out of group riv:ury ~ind 

0"1.p r.>t.,i t · on. 

.,,.., .... ,., t "o in n 11 hPr. 'f"h ("\ • k' ·1 ~c' ...l ... ,rkP r r-. rnn lex ion::. than + hr-> th i t-p !. • ,=, . ~1 ns 1 u 

· h c 1 1-. • ml~, ,.,. ,Si..k s i.."j d not. ronf ()!"ffl to ,hP-.... Si<1 ont, of 1r·t 1s O n ml, ~. ,- • 

• 

'· .. 

i,, ( r:,r b 
J 
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&"U--\.-0 ~- ~~---~ µ_~-"'., y-L, L -I~ ~~ 
i:> .~ ~ f {l,,;~ ~ ~ 4) ~~ .~ ~ ~..__ 

q~ ff· cf -ft~ '-?--e.. -~ ~~? ~c-4_ ~ 
~ , ~ th ~~.: ..... ..., "'llV.L~ l t:t-:J. :::i11lU~.1y ll!lel'J or t,O 

A.si~t.i "' 5 , Africans :mr-1 anybody ~lse who is not of the white race • 

.1.'t1is outlo0k o.f Euro-A,nericans then partiallv exolains t.he attitude 
" ~ 

'Jf ri+,ish Co]ll'nbi:ms t.o the Sikhs. ThP- culturo:1.l problem of the Sikhs 

shows he othc,r side of the Euro-American outlook. The Sikhs by the 

.~ Prit;f•h Colnribi~ in its Pntiret.y. Thns thP. ~ikhs felt the disfavour 

r·4c-·~-:, 1 snobhciry. This racial prP.jndice was 100:i fied sli ijltly by re-

1s ,. .. ;n 11 'P?then , Inrhis" anrl +hnrpfor.e were auto at.icall y inferior. 

~ 1 '-' r i ~; ~17 , to ~ron psychology. Gr u:p 0h~ract.e:ri s vies are: 

. . . ~\.. 

~+~.~t.·~1P. ~nd h-.bit.:, of JoyA.lty, mntu~l ·irl anri co-oper--"t1.ou :•l,u 

• r 
• 

• 

1 1 · · · t or t1n ·Lty, ann a sense of "+ hnr a r"r->n se rd' sn~ · ::t.J. s0 · n ar1 y , 
I 

l . d 
('()rr"'JOn f 0~ _, [ • 

,.., ll 

.. ' 

() t 

of' ;; 

' J n. 

ThP i dj vj rln;il tend •. , t·ry lo 1oen ,1 

t ,':> rYr-or.uct of +hp group to 

f 11 no- ~ nf rlf'?f~ e both s 
•u,:, 
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,.-, H1 

nothPr 

Tn r;tish Columbi::t th:is fP.Plin!'.., 0f er.v1 it.v 1,:lrl t.he ._ - ., 

_, , 4-. ""• 1,· '"> r. I l } 1,1 ] p $ . • 

. 
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are f t hP f· 1. 

~nP1,, .. ..., ... .._ .. i::> 1....,, ,....st i :-'1s~ih]P t."' "'.c,11t,,.c)·l. () ti.. 'd of .,,:h l.' n ., - ., ,. I n ne S7_ e . ,. e .wnro-

- , . 
' 11 I I ( ! 

01'1 t .he side of the Sikhs thPrP wP.s ;-r. P-'1Uallv ... ~ 

1; P to o!l n ,n tot.hat of t.h 0 1•0vi..nc~ in whi.c--h they lived. Tr1e 

:i1est.ion of i ust '1ovi far ·-

· l1cl er.onomiC'. 

t-0 hp -n 

tn lo ', i n-v:::i.rrls t.:1 t}1ei r o,tn COJT1J11 11rii t.y 

'"1 I u .Lh,r- r,v·"~t' or 011Jt Jr ·1 ·1 i r,.,,_ 

,o 1,j}P, ~ 
· r t1.. ). r f''"'F"l'l un] r, ... ~r S<,Ci ty . S 

P.("I 1VP. 0 ;iP ~· 
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societ.ies fro 1 n 
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',~ ;>1J(; t 'J t:"IJll,"'.l•"' ()_\,r e1 i,hP'" .~ Ollft . rr·b f 
• l _ erp ·r~ o rnursA e r P! tions 

t.t, ihis rr,'\nP.r,..il 1-\t.ti tnd,=- o f soc i.P.t,v 1· B ·t· ...i.. "' 1 h ' ., n J r ·1 ,l,:¥1 1JO .nm lP . It, i s in t.b n 

i 

.,.,rnb l pm 1)f lh, ·;. t~h? T':i skin~ t"P}"'<->ti.. t.ion it. 1t1::1y + h,"' ; ' .. t) 
' l V 

of t.J \ .. S.: lrh ~ H ·i ·,ts onlv :in thp rnj.nds 0f 
fll"1 ) ·~ t' i. - ' ..... ,h 1 erl' \.,_ "' V "'\ t~ r j I 
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ns. 
t • fl at te-•'h')<l .-, rev i i 1 '3 l 

i11t t.hP st,wi·' nf the lnun·i.n ini nd' ~s irJ.e y , ~ . , . 
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YPt. one m•1y al -,o :1dc th:1.t :it j s 
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"'• o: l.P. whn ::,r e i. th0.r Sikh or non- Sikh thP ~ r ,blAm stil 1 exists . ThP 

definition is +he .oroblem of mutu.~1 _ accertance . lt is 

1~v;d~nt thPn th:~+ rm~-.n,.,l ::ir.cPy-'t.:.mr.e muet ber,jn in thi::- thouc;nt.s and 

'-ipn i,P t ,ran ferrPd jnt.o acti0n. Sikh~ -:1-nrl non-Sikhs 111.11st honestly 

'"'c.,me nf' tl pj r :1 ssoci ...,tj on . Jn r-etnrni ne: t::i the statement. that the 

'ikh nr0bl i::Hn evi. ts i.n t.l-ir-- hmYJan mj nd, +,he r.::ithnr abstract statements 

n, "',,..,~r,._. 
,. .......... ,,. .... \ ..I • 

·· .re then i~ thr-> reql ) roblem, more p8y~holocic,ql th;:in histor:ical, 

:,s :r,holocric 1.l attack. Tne answer to the ~j kh ·1roblPm is +.his: vre mnst 

l i ·c.. : rP s Pll • 

.ri Y'() 
l f' · , r- r.>." · r ;.l1 re lo ti nns of Ocr,i- · rl ifll" ·, l"l"P 0· i,()/'.'.• ~•· 11 
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Th; s t, b 1 P ~nc-1 '.)nP ~.n A!)p,-:.n(]j ,c B are t kr--n .fr0m +,he RPJ)ort 

Gori fn P-n<' 0
, 1 ~ti t.11tP. of Pri~j fie ~J. · H ,ns, Vt. Trerribl;int, 
1 ....:t ..l C' ro + 1- ,, • • -.- h T I . Pl" o • . J .,j ,11u'r •r')ll..:. •)I J(.> 1JJnn1:'~f ... r- "1~. J c. ~• .A., 

w~-:i. t. Jn~i"'1 P. t,r-:i 1+!, to f},n~d.""t'' 

}:isc .... J yp,,pr P tin 
I,. .. .,-.~}, 11, 19-- ;\dul t. r :\lps Ar-1ul t F1=»n:iles r.h i l d-r~ n 
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P.~., 1942. 
p 9 . 
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13 
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62 
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58 
80 
J,7 
, -..... ~ _,, 
11 -- -
33 
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AP DIDIX B 

"East IndiRn NRtural Jn,..reaRn " 

y,,..,--,.. Births Deaths i. atnr~l Increase 
., ~, 
L co ?.O 10 

l;J;> hl 19 24 

l.::JlJ ~7 ~1 26 

1 ,, I ho 19 2-, l 

11 3 55 16 39 

, (, ".l ,' 50 28 ').-., ~, 

l'•} I !, ~ 27 18 

1 93~ lJ½ 22 ?3 

1,1; 31 19 12 

l ')), h2 ~l 21 

I, r.'8 222 ?16 " . 1 -~ 
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A Vqr;t ·rel l written survi:'-! r of ]nrlian histo1;r, t.h;:it _nrovicted 
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