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IN'l'HODUC'l' I ON 

During the f u ll o[ 196'1 the write r heard a talk 

on the Ccmad.i a n Broa dc,w t ing Corpor c1 ti9n enti l l e d "'l'hc 

Korne:!gata Ma ru Cri s i s ". It told ul~::;ut two hundre d eighty 

Sikhs who har1 t ,::i_e d t o e 11 t ur Vanconver on boa rd a vessel 

from Intli.:i. . 'l'h e y hc1d b e en r e fu sed en try .:rnd the ship 

was for'c e d out of the h a rb our unde r the gnns of a Royal 

Caii a clian Navy v essel. 'l'hi s talk couju rc c1 up images of 

bearde d ' nnd turbun c d lt, mbcr mi. 11 workers utH.l truck drivers 

seen around Vancouver s .incc the Hriter's childhood. 'I'heJ,t, 

various que s tioac_; came to mind. How were these boat 

passe nge r s r e lated to the lumber w::1rkers and truck drivers? 

Why were th e r;c people here while the boat p.:1ssengers were 

deported? \'l : . / were the re Sikh temples in Vancouver, New 
(,-. 

Westminster ,, ,,: l\bbot s f orcl? 'I'hus, I becam8 interested in 

the Sikhs an d d e cicle<l to investigate th e ir cont.ribuU.on to 

the mosaic of Canadian Culture. 

The Sikhs are a religious sect of East Indians 

which formed from the religions of Hinduism and Islam 

during the seventeenth century. Although they are not 

racially different from other inhabitants of Nprthern 

India, they consider themselves culturally different 
' . . 

because of·traditions ilnd custom□ that have evolved since 

the forrontion of their religion. 

' I < i. ' 
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2. 

The nature of Sikh settlement: in the Lower 

Mninland has been determined by social and economic factors. 

When the Sikhs first a r1:ive d .in n.c. arouqcl 1904, there 

was cl short:ugc of labor in the lumber mills. Decause most 

Sikhs <.1rc~ t c1 ll, s tun1y 1112 n tli cy · were readily employed in 

the mill!; . La ter , wh e n their rclctt:i.ves followecl, jobs 

were obtaine d for thc~rn , loo, th 1.1 s establishin9 the Sikhs 

f irrnly in the lumbe r bt•.,;incs~~. 

IIm-;evcr, the Sil~h :; \\'ere nubj r~cted lo a great deal 

of pre judicc during tl1ci 1: early pc r locl of j rnmig):ation. 

From 190G to . 1907, ove r four. thnusanc1 of th em urrivcd in 

Vancouver. At this ti m~ , Vancouver was a city of only 

thirty thousand people. Because all lhe Sild1s could not 

be employed or housed, they b 2 came quite conspicuous, a.nc.1 

agitation for their removal comme nce d. 

By 1908, laws \!l,re passed which forl)ade East 

Indians to enter Canada. Because their wives and 

{ tv 'J.. ,.," L 
c-,~y-

~v, 

children had not accomp~nied them, the Sikhs settled here 

essentially as a male community. Lacking the responsibilities 

of a family, they became a highly mobile group following 

_the labor demands of th,e ll1mbe r inc.1us try. Although they 

int~grated into the economy of n.c., they remained socially 

·clustered in small groups adjacent to the lumber mills. 

A more permanent type of settlement pattern evolved in 

1920 uhen their wives and fvmilies arrived. Then, some 

Sikhs started farming in the Fraser Valley. 

t 
I 

J. 
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A change in s c tlle mc nt patte r ns o c cu r red c1gain 

after 1951 ~,hen more S i khs were all.o\•Ted to enter Canada. 

'1.'his time, t\-10 different type s of Sikhs c arne : the educa­

ted ones uho follm,e c.1 profe s sion~; in the ci t.y, and the 

uneduca t ed ones who \·wrt c d in the lurn:b(~r mills or we nt 

farmi ng. Bo t h thc r; ~ g r oup s h;w e a scu t t e J~c d settle me nt 

confide nce thoy no':1 h c:ive in the mselves a n d the cornrnuni ty 

they live in. 

There lw v e b een no f; t ucli c [; done on Sik h s ettleme nt 

in n.c. until ·now. 'I'hus , inforn1c1t:i.on fo r thi s geographic 

analysis of settlement was obtaine d in two stages. 

Firstly, all avail ttb l e r,1a t c ri,d. concerning the Sikhs in 

B.C. was con r;; ulted: a f e w books, p a mphle ts and in 

parti.culc1r, newspap r.~r clippings. From these r e ference s 

. - all material peJ: tinent to settleme nt vrns compiled. Exce pt 

for the _period of the fir s t three years of immigration, 

such information was u s ually in the form of brief ref­

eiences to Sikh activitie s. These small bits of infor­

mation formed the bas.i s for the outline of the work to 

be clone. 

Next, in t;ervie1.-is were arranged with four pionee r 

Sikhs who had arri~cd in 1905: Saran Singh, Kartar Singh, 

Naranjan Singh and Ram Singh Bains. · 'l'he questions were 

then put to th~se pione e rs in lengthy interviews. Thes e 

inteu.dews provide d the bulk of the information contained 
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in Chapt'ers two, thre e ,rnd four. 'l'lw information in 

Chapter five was obta ined in the s.:rntci way, except that 

those interv:i.rn·rn we r e \'!l t h the youn~re r. l e ade rs of the 

co,mrnun:i. ty. 

'l'hc inf o rrna t i on ob t.:1 :l: n c t1 f .rem w:c :i. t tc~n s o urces 

an a ly sJ. !3 o f th e cl w .n9 J n~J Sikh c,)inmu11.i. t:y on the Lower 

Mainl and from 190 1 to 1965 
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· Clll\l''I'E:H I lH\CKGHOUND 'J.'O SIKH SE'l"l'LEMTI:N'l' IN BIU'l'ISII COLU1'1Dil\ 

'l'his d1,1p t0:t: p:r·escnts c1 very brief outline of the 

history of tll'c! S:U:h ~; b 2 fore they arrived in CDrwda at the 

turn of the con t:n ry . 'l'h c, plffp o s e · of thL:.; imalysis is to 

illns t r z1t-c th o s e f c:1. c tor~} \'lh .i.cli moulde d th e chara cter of 

the Sikh i rnrnigr,.1.nt as we ll as those f ac.:ton; which caused 

him to irnrn i9ratc . · Th e r e arc t wo fc1cto .t· s .i.n p .::n:ticular to 

analyze in thi s cLi.c,cu ~; :c; i o n: firstly, th e Sikh r e ligion 

which pla y e d the d o n,.i_n;=:n t. role in ~~lwping the ir per.sonali ty 

.and custom::; ttnd, s e con d ly, the Sikh af f iliation with the 

Hri t:.ish who indireclly influc~nccd the Sikhs to immigrate 

to D.ritish Columbia. 

In the Pun jil.b, the Sikh hornelcnd in norlhern 

India, the only religions practiced until the late 

sixteenth cc.n tu1·y . were H.1.nduisrn crnd Is lam. l1m1ever, mcmy 

of tho nat i v e s were d i ssatisfied with the practice s of 

these tHo religions. One in particular, N,rnak Chand 

"crusaded against the fanaticism and intolerance which had 

become the practice of Muslims and against the meaningless 

ritual of caste and sex of the 11.i.ndus. " 1 

The essence of Nanak Chanel's teaching was that 

there was only on,_c god and that he was not a substantial 

som;~thing or an image of man but an abstract principle of 

the truth. Guru Nanak (Guiu means teacher in Punjabi) 

gathered a follrn·Jing or dissenters from both Ilindni s m c1nd 



CHJ\P'l'E:R II 'l'IIE SII<l!S IN VANCOUVEH 1904-1907: 
A PERIOD OF DISILLUSIONf'-U.::N'l' 

Between the b e ginning of 190'1 and the end of 

1907 ovc1r five U1ou sc:m d Sikh s c1rd.vci<l in Canada. Most 

of the se immigrc1.nb:; c c:u ite through the por l of Vancouver 

while a Sl!F1J. ler n,..1rnuc r, pcrlw.ps tc!n per c e nt, disembarked 

nt Victod. c:1. 'l'h e se E ai:;t Inclians came here filled with 

ic1cas of b e coming r i ch enough to return to India with 

competence after seve ral years of: work. However, by the 

end of 1907, the re \·1c) r e only about two thousand 

remaining in B.C., most of whom were residing 011 the 

Lowe:r:- Mainl,.1.nd (Vancouve:r: iU1d Fraser Valley). 'l'he 

majority of Sikhs had left the Lower Ma inlctnd wi tnou t 

realiiing their dreams. 

In this chapter we shall examine the reasons 

why three thousand Sikhs left D.C. and tho reasons why 

the Sikhs ceased to immigrate to this province after the 

beginning of 1908. Th~re were several reasons. Because 

tbo many Sikhs for the amount of jobs available and too 

many Sikhs ·for the amount of housin . available ave 

11 
~t~o~ ~r~e:..j~u~d:!:1~·- ~c~o~ a~c~a~.:;.i·~!;I;-c:=ScJ:tc..·_1t~· h:1:e~wn11_1.ou.DL--1C;.:.;C1,.:.1.,10c...in....,·o~m.wi1r1c...-aa+1n,...d1.---,s.uc i a 1 gr oun els • · · 

The first seventy-five Sikhs arrived in B.C. in 

1904. There is very little known about them except that 

' 
they found suitable employment ,rnd wages far in excess 

of any they had ever earned in Iridi~. Therefore, they 

wrote to their relatives in India and the colonies informing 
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them of the good fortune to be · had in B .c. ~'hus, an 

additional three hundre d forty-five Sikhs immigrated 

to this province the follo11in<J year. 

1\n irnprcsr~i on of a Ccl.nudian obse rving these 

Sikh s on thei r arri va l in B.C. will give the reaL1er some 

idea of ho\v 'ill pn:p,1rc d the se indivi.clualf~ were for 

their venti'.irc 'in D .C. ~'he Sikh s harl no doubt been led 

to b e lic~ve t.ha t B. C. \ •1.:1:-; warm ,:md sunny, b ecuuse they 

arrived here clad cnly in cotton clothing to guard them 

against. tho wind und rain . "'l'he water dripping fro;n 

their r 0. .i.n••£; oa.J~c l1 tin ·!.> :m 1°: f a ll .i 110 on their pathetic 

bundles of possessions that lay besicJc them "~ nn observer 

wrote in the Victor ia 'l'imes. Nevertheless, these 

determine a indi vidLrnls did not shrink from their 

original p t : ·pose of f i n ding jobs and earning good wages . 

1\t t i_n::; t, lhe ir search for work was not easy. 
( 

Potential ~- } loycrs rega~ded these quaint Asians in turbans 

and beards, c1.s muscuE1 pi e ces. Hrn·.reve r, a few were eve n­

chance to work in a sa~.-,mi 11 i1 Port] ~ 
'l'he 111ill owner was pleased \·li th their performance, 

so he advised a local newspaper that the Sikhs were very 

willing and able workers. Other mill owners took the 

advice of the Port Moody operator, and within a few 

weeks all available Sikhs were hired. Within a short 

\ period of time, Sikhs were well distributed thronghout 

~ e sawmills of the lm1er mainland. Once again, reports 
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were s en t . to In c.Hu c1.clv:i.siny reli,LivN; of the n ff lucncc 

thnt they \'lould enconntcr in Cann,la . 

· 'l'he t""o l lo-.-.r :i, 119 y ca.r ,/190GJovcr t\-10 thon s ancl 

Sikhs c1.rr:i.vcc1 :i.n V.:1n cnuv -~-1~ . 'l'lw first imrn i gr.:mtr. did 

not c:-,pe r ic!J l('C uny ,l .i. f.Li.c ulty .i. 11 fincl i n (J su .i. ta.L>le 

th e g1:·eatcs t. c\,cr k n' J'. m in n .C. n o:r:c o ;1._.; ;: , e mployers 

h i1d g a ino. c.1 .n.:sp 2 cl: f or t h r; S:i.Lh J;:il) o r ·cT!: .:md thus were 

will iH~f to h ire .: t,; 1,nny .:.t:·: t J1c i.r 1,1i lJ. :::; c o ul cl c1.br; orb. 

Dnrin<J Uw S \ 1lllll'C r of 190G, ttl rnix-; t every two 

\·1CcJ~~s c1 [;hip \•,·oulcl .:,1T ivc al Van c ouve r b r inginy any\·lhcre 

from two hun cl:ccd to r:;_ vc lnrn c.1rccl Sikh ~~. Def~pi te the 

high clcmc1 11e1 fo r l. a oo1·err; the i11i lls could not c.1.bsorb etl l 

the Sikhs . Yet, n,.) :;c rirn~s probJ.Gms tt r o ~: c as posi t:i.ons 

were rc, ,.cli ly obti:\ incd fo :-c the Sikhs i11 the Interior. 

The mine s in the Cin:- i b oo , the red l\'lc...y con s t r uction 

near Grand For ks a nc1 tho. In t:erio::- Sct\-!!~d.lls c ou ld hire 

the surplus l,ib or. 

Ilowevc :r: , by the fall of that ye: ;:1r the .si tuo tion 

suddenly took a turn for the won,,2. Hundreds of SiJ;hs, 

unhappy with th~ cold tempsrature . at night~ in the 

Interior, stcir Led to le c1vc the :i.l:- jobs there a nd h e ad .. 
for the coast. All that these migrants had t a ken ,-:i th 

them to the Inte rior was their cotton clothing and c1. 

blanket to cover thems e lves at night. Jn addition, many 

of them h a d bee n fo rcc~d to s lecp outside in tents, as 
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shelters had not be e n erec t e d for U1em. 

At the s .:1 rne t.i. 1T1 e , r c gul.:-1r f;!dpJoa d s o[ Si k h 

irnmi g r c1.nts con tin u,::cl to ;:1 1.-rive in Va n couve r contributing 

to th e even Ln ctJ. t.oL.,J o f t\·10 U wu:, ,m cl irruni 0 ran ts who 

wou lc1 arrive tli cll: y c~.:u· . As a r es ult o f Lil e n c)w 

irnHLi.q r i \ Li o ;1 c1n d the re: t u 1:n of t h e Si kh :; f r orn the Interior 

huncJ redr; of un emp l o:,1 cd c:md u n!: \i c l tcn: d Si k h s were 

wa ll ;. i ng th e strc'(l ts of Va 11 comrc r . It mus t b 8 r e me mbered 

that Vancouve r wc:1:; t h en a r e l a Live ly sm c:111 c i Ly_ ; f-t-v-✓4? 

th 8 refore , the s e! un cmp l oy o cl Sil~.lt s wciulc1 b e much more 

conspicuous th a n the y Hould b e in todo.y's me tropolis. 

'rhc main prob l e m that f a c e d Uw East Indians 

durii1. g tlwt winter- \-,c.1~; to find adeq uate z:ccommoda t ion. 

Vancouveri L:c s we r e n o t prepzn:cd to rent their houses to 

these ratL·, ,.· unorth odox peopJe, although e v e n if they 

had, ther r..:: ,' '.::. 11 v10uld have be e n · in s u f fici e nt housing 

with such L l arge inf lu;: of immigrants at one ti rno . ( r<.rt ~) 
At first, \ :hen concli tions becume overcro,,1 c1e d the Sikhs 

found a s a ti s factory camping 9-round in Stanley Park, 

but the city , council Doon had th.cm moved back to the 

city centre. (See map p i ge 63) Then, the Sikhs set up 

temporary quarte r s at two more locations, both of 

which were near the sawmills. The first l ncati oA wa s 

on Water Street close to the sawmills of Bu let. 

Here, tents were set up by the immigrants with the 

intention of staying for the winter. The city council, 

I 
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after In\.lch argument, finally decided to erect sanitary 

facilities for them in their tent village. The other 

temporary quarters were set up at the corner of Dc.ach 

Avenue and Seymour Street adjacent to the sawmills at 

False Creek. Here, an old restaurant was bought and 

converted into a room~ng house, but much to the disgust 

of Vancouveritcs, over one hundred fifty people were 

boc1rded in it at one time. Across the street from the 

converted restaurant another tent village appeared. 

Unfortunately, the ·s.i. tuat.ion worsened in November 

with the arrival of the steamship "'l'artar" \'Ji th seven 

hundred Sikhs on board~ This influx further aggravated 

the overcroHded conditions in Vancouver. Jobs were 

found for only two hundred of the immigrants, in the 

Interior as railway construction... gaugs... 'l'his time, the 

city council insisted that ~mployment agencies ensure 

that the Sikhs go to the Interior properly clothed to 

coniliat the cold winter. The remaining Sikhs, however, 

were still in need of housing. Many of them crowded into 

old condenmed buildi,ngs on the east.side of the city but, 

they were soon evicted by 1the city as housing by-laws 

forbade people to live in condemned buildings. 
1 

'l'hus, 

the Sikh campsites became even more overcrowded, . squalid 

and unsanitary. However, apart from the sanitary 
. . 

faciliti~s erected on Water Street, little help was 

offered from Vancouverites~ Instead, the city council 
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mid ne\•1spa.pers proclcd.J,K!d that th e! S.i.Lll s wen~ un~ian.i.ta :r.y 

ctnd thcrefo:r.c , or ,t lcM breed and unfit to live in 

canucU rm soci r! ty. 

Fin ,1lly, n r . Mo n r oe , o n e of tl1 L' f c \'1 ci ti ✓.ens 

, :ho t1.c Lc ,J c cm~; t. rn c ti vc ly t c ·,._, ;: , r ,·1 t h e p :r: o l.ilc rn, found a 

r;olu t:i o n . Il e r c n t: ,;<l i. tn ol c1 c o n n e: 1:v at. Ebtn :n c , and 

inst .-:l.l.J c r1 a f c iv s Luv 1:~:; an d b u c.1 ~; in j_ t:. [o:c the Sikh!:;. 

'J.' ll c y 1, ,·c :cc a !d,;: c d t o ):c11w in there until 

jobs co;.1 ld b e'. o ht .:.d n : cl i:o r tlw m in t h e' sp r ing, but the 

pla n cU d no t: cfov c l o p i.1°; \·7, t::; c1n U .c.:ip a t:.cd . De fore long, 

\ llto hc1cl lJ cc n hmn:c d there returned 

to the city . 'l'h c: y guvc t Ho r c: a~: on ,; fm: thd. r exodus: 

first.l.y, th r. builcE n~r \•:ds too \-? e ll v c ntilcTl:cc1 c 0.us.in0 

them to suf f: e :-,: fr o :1 t the colc1 1·d.nc1 s c ornin g up the Frc1.ser 

River, an d sJcondl~, they wante d to b e j_n Vancouve r 

where the p os::d.bility existed of obt ti i n ing a job. 

Agc1.:i.n, th e pat to r n of t e n tf·_;, sh acts and 

unsanitary co;ic1i tic-n:_: ,ppearec1. 'I'his ti rn2 , the pre ::-, s 

dernand c: d th a t: Si.Jd1 i.Hutd.g r-::1.Ld;on b e sl:.opped be f oi-e 

Vancouve r devc lop c! d into an oriental tent village! 'I'h e 

unions claimed th 2t the Sikhs werb lowering the s tand-

. " . &-,,~ ard of living by midc rculting wages dcspi t _e the fact 

~--ffethat the · ' J.;J1,s~ _ ~i:ike for wa, es cg_ual 

to those of the whi l:es . Employers who had forrnerly 

found Sikh laborers satisfactory bov:9d to public 

pressure and d e clared th 21.n tmf it for sawm.i lls. f;ornci 
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employers contJ~c«.lictc t"I llw:w r c rn2xks, but: their 

anm,10..r s were rclc gc1tc.' c.1 to cl r,ho r t r; l. ,tlcmc nL in the back 

of tho nc~•,mpapc r :j . V, rn cou v c~r r: e ,d.c1c n ls compl .:,.inc cl of 

didn't h c .: tr wh .::-. t ii:. ,,1 ·1.11'cc c.1 t o h c•c:i:r L ,~Oi n him a n t1 for his 

Hc ga r cllc:. .s o f th e a c U. on ~:~ t.h c Sikhs took, the y 

only dn .. ' \ t advc r :j c c c i.tici s H1. \1/lw n t hey SE.' nt dclcgut.ions 

to city h .::1 11 c"\ ;;Jc .. n <J f o :,: v;o y_·J~, c1 ~; \-: as ll ie custom j _!1 

India, th ci y ,w r c ac c l, i,C!d of h c ggi n~r a n d told to behave 

themselves o r tl 1c y ,w nld be cl c portGd . 'l'h c y ,-10ul d g e t 

out and look fo r ·foo ci and wo r k ; thi s ~gg r c s sivc n c sc 

annoyed the \vhi t c c5. ti ZC!l1S. Mor.cover , th e ir b eard!:~ 

and turbans ma de th2rn an casi ly recogniz able sc a;:-> c so,l t 

they were Ari:rns anc1 Dritish subjects. 

By the lx~ ginn.i.ng of 190 7, they hc1.d bccon;o. 

utterly clisi l lusionc <l with Cani:cda. As c1 result, rn il.ny 

left for the United States believing that they c o uld 

find better working condition~ there. Others who 

arrived Rt the ~ame time accornpci.nied their relative ::. 

Those who could not afford to leave were forc e d to 
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V<7.llC 01.iV C!J: . 

Sikh s tli u. n ll i,~ p n ;: Vi Du,; on e h o d !J e: cn . 

marke t s . The s t e a dy i11 f .lu;~ of s ld.plo ;:, rl s of i rnm i s r ,•ni_s 

again a.gg 1: a v ,1 Le d th e Ui1Cl,ip l oy1;Q 11 t ~:; i tui.l tion . l! Oivc v c r , 

this year, rn ci.n y whi tc l abore r s we re 1.m c: rnp l oycd •,:hi l () 

Sikhs who hacl pen,1:.u 1c nt-. j o l-n ; in th e s rn·1,ni lls cc:u-r1 e:d 

. wages. Thus, the Sith ~; b c c,Tmc targc t::; of ru.cia.l 

prejudice on econ o:xi.c gnJnnch~ . Vivi d pJ.cturc s were 

conjured up in the p c1p;-.r:::; to c onv in c e t he p :.1.h J.:i.c t llc1. t 
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this situation \!ould b e..., magnified conside rably when 

millions .of "low-· b rcd " E c:wt Indi a rw invaded B. C. 

In addi t.i on t o un crnp loyrnc~nt, the shor tage of 

hot1 !", lll<J b ccc1m:c:i eve n m·.n:c acu l:c th .=rn tl1 c! 

F ifteen hunc1 n :id Sikh1} \1c rc h o u s •.:: c"l in on ------
p revious winte r . 

un used g ove rn-

rnc nt bn .i. J din 9 at. IC.i t·F.J .. L::u.1.Q_]J_c-ncl i . l\t t emp ts were mu.de 

by the e mp l oy e d S i L!i r; t o help t h e i r b :-:-c, t h rc n f c1ct! the 

h a r d \1i1i Lc :c . l\n c_: l c.1 n1rnning_ hou ~l: at th e co rn1~E- ~ f 

Beach ]\Vern,~ u nc1 

i11udeq u a t ci for h unclrcc1~, o f h1.m gry iimni gr ,m t s s ti 11 

roame d the stree ts i n ~, f)arch of f o od. 

'l'he shortc19 E.~ of food cau:,;c~ d s o1i12 Si.khs to start. 

a t Va nco u v,-"Jr households fo r foo d . Hous ewives 

were tcrrj_f j_c d of th e stra nge b e arde d m2n. In turn, 

hus bands b ' _. 1 :J enr,HJ <.~c1 . 'l'he pre !:.~ .s b Z1- cL c c1 th em up in 
1' 

their pro L .'. •; and d e rn;:rnde d protection o f the hous c­

wi ve 's vir L: 10.• eve n though tlw y found no evide nce to 

confir.rn th el · the ir virtue hc1.<l bee n h a r me d. 

Agai~, to c~cvp e the intolerctblc situat ion in 

Vancouvel:, more Sikh s follmwd their relc:i.ti ves to the 

United State, espcci 0 lly to CaJ.ifornia, while others 

left for Hawaii or India. 

The disorder that had resulted during the fall 

of 1907 prompted city officials and local politicans 

to petition the fede ral goverm n2nt that Sikh in:migrat ion 
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come to a halt, as these individualn were a monace to 

the city; Tho cf ty argued t:hat the cocial Etn<l economic 

upheu.val that the [;j_J�hs lw<l causl:d w.:1s only a preview 

of what uns to occur in .the following ycr1rs. The 

federal govcrnrn2nt w.:. s convinccil too that Em; l Indian 

immigration rnm_; t be hal. t.ecl.; however, this could not be 

clone without r;orne cljff.i.cnl l:ics. 

C�nacl.::, like Ind.i..a, HMJ part of the British 

Ernpire; -thus, to prold.bi t Inclian imndgr.aU.on to Canada 

would pe to deny loy�l British subjects their rights. 

F'1rthe1:rnon�, the Br.i ti�:;h governw,2nt did not wish to 

offend East Indians outrightly, as there were already 

signs of discontc;1t with the British in India. After 

much consul talion beh1ccn the Ca11ctdic1n and Brl tish 

governmcntr .:.i forinul.:1 was found to solve th€! problem. 

On January ,·_ 190 8 the Canadian c"abinet ls sued an 

order-in-c,·, i..d.l � tilting thc:1t imnd.gran ts "who have corne 

to Canada otherwise than by a continuous journey from 

the country of which they are natives or citizens and 

upon through 'ticket!'.; purchased in that country" 3 The 

only country which this law had any major effect upon 

was Indiai there was no direct iteamer service from 

India to Canada. All East India.n immigrants had to 

change s�i�s at_ Singapore before proceeding t6 Canada. 

Therefore, except for a f�w isolated incidents, East 

Indian imm.i.gration to Canada cam9 to an abrupt halt. 
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'l'hc white communil:y of Va ncouver was sc1.l.:.ir;fic<l, but on 

the other l1u11c1, the effects of this on.for on the Sikh 

cornmun.i t-.y wore) scric,us . 

'J'h c Sikl1 ~; \•:r· r c h 1111dli,1t~ cl b eca tt[_;r~ , b e ing Aryans, 

Cnn adr1 c on'l. i n t.12 d o.f l :. c r Uw f; iL li i 111mi <] r.:1 Lion h a d bee 

c on;;u ltr1Uon s Hitl1 Uw e r .i.l ish 1Joveu11 t1c nt. Grea t 

Bri Ulin dicl not \ 'l , tn l: t c., h,Tv c G l:crr1 i1t t1 ni 9ra tion policies 

tha.t rn i gli l o ffe n d tli c Chin E.• r;c o r '-1 ,:1p ,t1 1C~!'~c go vc rnrne n ts 

as she lwd with these n .::1 tions that sh E-! 

di.d not w,rn t jeopa nl.i. ;:eel. 

AJ U1mHJh th e •sikh[; we1:e humili a t e d, this 

"continucu · journey" Ll':l hc1rl eve n greate r repercus r-_;ions 

which po:,:_; ·. · · 1 0 ly infuriate d thc, m. 'J'hi s policy me ant 
' 

that the \ " ·,~: s vnd children of those n:c n who \.'anted to 

remain in C>rnc1c1a cou ld not settle here with them. As 

a resul t , tlw Sikh s in B.,C. were forc e d to remain a 

community of. nw.les. until 19 20 when the wives cc:1n1e to 

Canada. This was to have a profound influence on the 

way in which they ac.lapted to Canada. 

In retrospe ct, it seems that such harsh regula­

tions would not have been impos ed on the Sikhs had 

there bGen more responsibility and less ignorance on 

the part of the Hhi te.s. The Vaucouveri tes, whil£! 
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constantly criticizinCJ the Sikhs , made little effort to 

help them. Instcc1cl of r 0.!~~ Lricting Sikh immigration to a 

y e arly qnota, the fc d c"ral ~rovcn 11 11c nt wai ted until public 

pref;sttrC! wa~; s o stron0 tl t<'tt tlw y hac.1 to cornplct.cly halt 

all inuni0rc1. l: i c1n . On the o t l\ c :c h ,:tnd, U1 e Sikhs in 

Vcrncouvc J_· m~1d 2 li ttle'. effu:c t to ac1just to Co.n c1.di an 

customs , p artly b c c ,:1 1.t;_;c:~ Ccrn etd.ianE; h ad b c c: n s o h os tile to 

them. 'J'h u .r:i , ,1 c1.i.s l nLs t d e ve l oped b e~ t\-1e2 n the t.\-1 0 groups 

thc1.t wou ld b e c: tpp.::n :c; it f or rn z, ny year!:; to c ome~ . 

1.' 
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l Unless otheJ:wis c! indica.l: c~ d all the data in this 
chc.1.ptt.:!r ha.s b een colilp i le d from ar t:i.clc~ s Hhich 
appeare d in tlH~ \lc1nconvcr D,ti ly Province from 
1905 to 1'10 8 . 

2 N. d o ncrt ranc.1 L U<JTin , 11 'J'l1 c F,tr E,tf; L Cornr~s to Canada", 
'J'h c Vi c to r ic:t T.i 1r ,::c; , lS r:.:cpl. , 19'.J l , Ma0az.1.n c Section, 
p. 3. . . 

3 . Ch o ng '1'.i en ··F,u 10, 0 r:i1 .. :n \ ,t l I rnmj_q1.a t :ion i n C" n a c1a 
( c11 --1· gJ1 --,· . •rJ 1c.· c··r I Ll ' ,-- c~·1' -l·L }'I' ---.r-• c• 1· t·r1·· ·1· n -,1\' 1>· \...'l {.'. l -- c . • ,. . , ,, . .J ,j l h _. .C .,. , f. . ~ .. l.. .... , J ..J J .. . , • .../ ... ) . , , • 145. 

' I 



CHl\I"rr.:n III SIKIIS IN Vl\NCOUVIm 1908 to 1915: 
ORGAN I 1/.1\'l'ION l\N D ES'l'l\.lH,ISIIMhN'l' 

In tl1is ch cipler we shall see how the Sikh 

attitude towunJ t_;cLt 1.c1,1:•11t in D.C. clwngcd. In the early 

period, 190'1 to 1 90 '/, the ~; iJ~h s c ame~ lo Can ada intending 

to s Lay o n ly a sl 10 :1_: t \1h.i le. Howe ver , in the period 19 0 8 

to 1915, rnany Siklt s c , 1111,3 to c on;-:;i dc r their move a permanent 

one. 'l'his lattc:r p e riod of s ct tlern c: nt in Van couver wus 

charactc:.~ i zccl Ly a sp i [ i t of pe rsovc! rcnco and stability 

as contri.,stcc1 \'l i th U w confwd.on of tl ic i )~ fi1·st four 

years in B.C. 

By 1907, the · Sikhs had cllii.tJ.yzcd their prediccLment 

in Vancouver and d ccid2d that they lacked a good leader 

to help them c ope with thcj_r dilc!rn,nn , so they requested 

~ a professor at Coluwb ia Un.ive rsi ty, l'ej a_ Singlj_, to come ---------
to Vanco~ver to aid them. Shortly a f te r Teja Singh's 

arrival, the character of the Sikh community began to 

change. 'l'his man, as spokesrnct n for the Sikhs, b2came 

popular in the white society as well as his own; and 

as a Sikh, earned,the respect of the whites thus lending 
' I 

dignity to the East Indian community. He lecture d on the 

Sikh religion and customs to the whites in an effort to 

erase the boundarie s that had arisen b e tween them and the 

Sikhs due to ignorance. 

The firsi major ehd 2 avor of the Sikhs under Teja 

Singh's leadership was to build a temple for themselves. 
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'l'he location of the t e mple~ was determined by where the 

mci.jority of the Sik h s were Harking. "By ' the year 1900 

-- the bulk of the Sikhs we :r:e employed by Rat Porta e and 

\ 

Albert~, Lumber OH\JJ,;m.i.c!:; on U10 twuth Bhore of Pa.lse 

Cree k." 1 As a r c[rn l t , the Sik h s fir [; !·. 1:cnte d a n old 

~ ild i.ng in t he di !~lrict lo sc~rvc a s a t empo ra ry temple 

nntil the y c m i lc.1 c on,, t ruct the i r n e w bui l t'lin9 a t 

1800 \'1 ,c! s t Second l\ vo n u e . (Sec nw p pag e G3) 

'l'h e lumb (~r for t h e t ernp l.e w.-:1. ::;; s o lcl to them at 

lumber u a s the n h au l e d by hors e und b u ggy from the mill 

to the temple site , the n an arP .::1 of un c leare d bush. The 

temple , constructed by th e SiJ~h s , was comp le tcd in carJy 

1900 • . 

It is intere s ting to e x a mine the factors that 

contributed to th~ location of the t e mp le. In chnpter 

two it was pointed out that ma ny employers had tu r n e d 

against the Sikhs during earlier periods of white unemploy­

ment, while a sma ll grouµ of th e:!m h.::td maintained that 

the Sikhs were good workers. Rat Portage lwd be e n among 

this latter group. Indeed, the ~omp.::my claimGd that: 

"once the Sikhs learned the lumb6r business ••• they 

were preferred over white and oriental workers. 112 

'l'hus, the role which prejudice played, in the long run, 

determined tlw loc u tion of the temple, as the Sikhs 

would naturally seek jobs in those mills which favoured 

them. 
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·once the t emple was compl.c ted, the Sikhs, under 

the lea<lership of 'l'e ju Singh, s tai: tcd to plan for their 

future in D.C. 'l'lw.i. r fir s t rnovc. Wi'l. S to found a financial 

company to h e l p fin ,1 ,1cc p r oj e c ts which they would under-

Mining Co rnl.>any_". I U , purpos e W, \,;; to g u t ile .1.· funds from 

th e Si k k; to invc~:; t i 11 p.1.·o j c c ts \1hicl1 \,1ould b c ne f.i.. t the 

communi t y as a \!hole . It \'loulc1 <1 .l s o ma ke lo.:tns to 

individua l s to h e l p t hc~m invest i n pr i v a t e v e ntures. 

'l'he Sikhs b ad freq ue ntly been cri ti.ci ze d as 

bein9 poor pote nl:ia1 citi zens since th e y plan n e d on 

returning to India ,,f tcr they huc1 e a :r. nc c1 sufficient money 

to retire. However, afte r thn'c or f o ur years in B .C. , 

many of the n h a d deci d e d to renwin h c :..:·c as pe :r.manent 

settlers. ~·:1us, .they . wished to convince Can adians that 

their orig ' I' -. l intentions had clwnged a.n d th c1 t they 

could beccw · s ood ci t izens. 'l'hcrefore , '''l'cja Singh 

advised th r::"u to inves t their money into re 9 1 estate in 

order to de monstrate their good intentions to Vancouver­

ites.113 As ~ resul ·t, "'l'hey quickly adapted to local 

~ usiness customs by investing over two million dollars] 

in Vancouv~r real estate" 4 through individual investme nts, 

and within three years they owned over fifty houses in 

Vancouver. The-distribution of these h~uses was not 

locali_zecl in any area; the Sikhs simply invested whGre 

they saw a good busine ss venture. 
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When the amount of money invested is compared with 

the tot.al numb e r of po[;s ible invest.ors one soon become s 

convince<l of the Sil~ll' s detc~ rrninution to remain in 
. 

Canacla. There u cre iUl estima t .c d t\-!o tho u ~1 <1nd Sikhs in 

Vanco uvc~ r; thus , ea c h o f th em would h ave lwcl to invest 

one tho usand doll c1.rs in rc,1J. eslc::t c . Thi s would be just 

unde r onc··half of t Jw totul i\mount th a t they could earn 

in th r ee yea.rs. 

· As will bo d cmonstra l:cd, the r es ults of the 

inclividuals '. effor ts f a r su r p c1s ~_; e d any g r oup efforts which 

were made through the Guru Nan ak Mining and Trust Company._ 

An assessme nt of 'l'e ja Singh, the leade r of the Sikh 

comrnuni ty by one of his Hhi te ac1vcnwries perhaps suggests 

why the gro up effor t s we re not too succ~ss ful. He is 

describe d .:i::-; "a cleve r dreame r but a fcc1rfully poor 

b . ~ ., 5 usine ss r,1, , . · • 

Th e first task that the Sikh body proposed to 

undertake wets to solve the unemployme nt problem. Since 

most of Ll1e Sikhs in B.C. were traditionally farme rs, 

it was decidbd tha t the best way- they could fit into the 

Canadian way of life \Tas to become market gardeners. The 

Sikhs developed three ~chenvJs to . start farming; however, none 

were realized. Two of the schemes were proposed, but no 

land was_bought; in the third scheme, they acquired the 

land but did not settle on it. 
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. The first plan was reporL0d in the Vancouver 

Province: '' Sild1 f; t o s turt L ::trms near Chilliwuck. "6 

Here, the~ Sikhs we n , pl i:11rn.i.ng t o carry out gardening 

scl1 crno ::; much tho s ,11 11 ~ way as in I ncli ,1. J\l_thougll nothing 

is ·me ntione d of the f"; c h c rnc i\g a :i.n, it ir, clear that if the 

Sikhs v;c r e r emainin g i n C.:u1,ld 0 r:irnp l y to suvc money they 

wc•nld have dif f icul t y in do i n g i:~o as t h e y would have to 

c ompe te with the ori c·n t a ls \·1ho c:1lr.c c1.dy h a c.1 marl-;:e t gardens 

a1:ound l ll e edge of Lh c city, cm cl \ lC~ r e .:1 J. ready well 

establi s hed" in t.h i~: a r e a. 

'l'he Sf~cond scheme the S:i.khs propos<Jd c ame closer 

to comple tion than t he first. In thi s instance , they 

planned to pay 1 40,000 dollars for one tundre d fitty 

acres of land on the north shore extc nuing from Skunk 

Cove to the Great Northern Canne ry. 7 'J.'he land was to be 

cut into two-acrC? tracts and alloted to unemployed 

iridividuals for purposes of market gar dening, but just 

as the deal was about to b~ finalized a city firm, planning 

.to develop this lancl as a summer reso r t, managed to 

acquire the property. 'I'here fa no information available 

'ndicate the cause of the sudden change in negotiations. 

I A third plan was then formulated • . 'l'his time, the 
r 

I 

(
Sil(hs bought land "somewhere on the Canadian prairies with 

.the intention of _settling there as communal fa'rmers". 8 

There, ~hey planned on building their own village, 

obtaining government permission to have their own police 
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force, and become f a rrnc!1:s who could contribute toward 

the Cc111adian economy. 'l'hcy intenckd to move there as 

soon as they we i~e ciblc to bd.119 their families from 

India. Dut, thi r t c t:11 yo;:u.- s lute :c , when their furnilies 

It has b ec:n ::;J1rn·m tlwt · cmy l.:incl thci.t the Sikhs 

bought Has either f or f arming or for c1cve lopm2nt as real 

estate . Yet, the /1.yx:a!:_9 notes that th e Sikhs also 

bought 1' one •hun drc cl. fifty &Cn'!s of li:rnd at: a cost of 

twenty-five thous , ,.nd dollars" c:1t Ea.gle Harbor. 9 'l'his 

harbor is sufficie ntiy far from the city that in the 

early cfays in Vanc;ouv c- r i_ t co-.1lc1 not possibly have hud 

any real estate value. Furthe rmore, the harbor is 

surrounded by rocks and trees, so it was . useless for 

farming purposes. \'lhy then, did the Sikhs invest such a 

large sum of money into an apparently usele ss piece of 

property? This land was bought by the Guru Nanak Mining 

and Trust Company soon ,:f ter the govc?rnrnon t hcH.1 irnplemcn ted 

the "continuous journey". policy. ·Here, the Sikhs planned 

on building a wharf and accommodations to receive their 

~amilies from India. Then, in order to comply with the 

"continuous journey" policy, they would charter ships 

. fro~ India, bring their families and relatives to Eagle 

. Harbor ·and take care of them until they could be properly 

settled in Canada. With this plan, they would avoid the 
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problems -of lack of she lter and un employment that had 

plagued them so in previous years . 10 This clever 

proj e ct:, howeve r, like th e olh c n:;, failed to be completed. 

'£he r e a rc t v.ro r eus o n s \·lhy thes e group ventures 

fc1iled to ma tm·c}. Firs tly, dcspi tc th e prospe :ci ty that the 

Si ld1s h a d cn cou11 l: c r c d , rn any o f them l e f t n. C. c1 s soon as . 

th r·: y rnacl c: enouy h n:o!H:y to 1 c l1 1n1 l: o Inc1i<1. Othe r s wcl~e 

returning for p o l it i ca l r e a s ons. lift.er c1 shor t stay in 

Can ad et , t.lwsc Si kh s r cil lized th at the :ce uas « uide gap 

between lhe ·stan(l.:tnl of livi ng in Incl.i. ,ma nd that in 

Carw.da. 'l'his U w y bl,1mc d 011 the Dr i U. s h; therefore, they 

left for India to fi9ht for horne! rule . Moreove r, Great 

Britain was agit a ting again s t Sikh scttl~ment in B.C. 

"as they were c1.wcn·c o f the unre st t.h a t. D. C. Sikhs wcr2 

causing in India wh ~, n tbey infonn0:d tl~ -2 ir rcl c.1.tives of: the 

differences in the sta.ndurd of Li.ving. 1111 There is no 

written evide nce to prove that the Br itish gove rnrn2nt was 

causing unrest in the Sikh community; however, three of the 

Qriginal settlers clnim that this was so. One even claimed 

that the British had given ove r fifty thousand dollars for 

anti-Sikh propaganda in n.c. One ~ust reflect on the 

fact thc=tt the Sikhs \-J ore rather insignificant in numb 2rs 

as compared to th2 Chinese and Jc1panese. Yet, mos t of 

the prejudice in the newspapers was directed against the 

Sikhs. 0hatever the rea~on was, the agitation against 

them helped to make them feel sufficiently insecure not 
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to realize any lnr<Jc scale ventures, although they 

planned s ·cvcral. 

'l'hc prou f tl1<1 t. lh e Bri t .i [)h governme nt lwd some 

interes t in rc rr:ovi n0 t il e S.il'Ji s fro;n H.C. lies in the account 

of th e proposcc1 Sj l~h rn i t,:_p ·,1U 0 11 t o the Br i Lish Honduras. 

In 1908, Cct n , ir1 .i a n I rn rn i ~Jl',1t i o n o ff ici ci.l s app r o c1 ch c d the 

Si.U1 leade r s ai~ld.n~1 t it cin if th ey would cons ider moving 

to the Dri t:i s h Jl o n c1 u r,1:; a t th e cost of the Ca naclL:m 

government. 'l'h o y \·l<)1' l:"! told th a t U1 c y \•JO ulc1 find plenty 

of wo:d;: thc~ re, build i ng r a i l\1ay t, an c1 ~c rving on the 

police force. In add:i. tion, it was Eug9 c!sted that there 

"they would not b e subj e cted to the r i 0orous climate that 

had proved r:; o unf avorob lc to the111". 12 'l'he Sikh comrnun.i. ty 

decided to .i.nvestigatc the proposal by s e nding three 

deleg.:ites t , the British llonc1ur c1 s to su r vey the possibilities. 

When the d .. \ :1 a ti0n returned th e y advised against such a 

move. 'l'hcy (; laimo. d th;:,t the soil anc1. \·Jater were poor for 

farming an d that the price of labor was such that they 

would soon be reduced to the standards of slaves. This was 

contrary to the information published earlier by the 

newspapers. However, the Sikhs had first-hand inforrnu. tion 

about conditions. In Belize, a town in British Honduras, 

the delegation h~d met twelve IIindus who had been induced 

to i™nigrate there ten years previously •. "Their story was 

of neg lect, ill-treatment and broken promises.Pl) ·As a 

result, the Sikhs decide d to remain in Canada. 

! 
i 
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J\ltholHJh thi s w,1s the l as t effort: that the Canac1i c1n 

governme nt mode to r e mov e the Sikh s from Cun 4da, the 

si tuat.i.on di d not rc,rna in q u ie t f or l o ng . 'l'l ie Sikhs we re 

still ' d 2 t c r mi.11 ('c1 th dt tl w.i.r u :i vc ~; ~m cJ famili e s b e allowed 

t o irnmi y ra te . In l SJ l. 3, th e II c on Linucrn ::; j o un1e y" law was 

clc clar.c<1 u l t r ,1 v :i re :; b y ,i Vanc o t,v c' r rn ;_t~Ji s trale . Because 

of a te c h n .i.c ;iJ. i Ly in t l1 c) \ :orcl.i.1ty o f lh <.! law, fo r ty Sikhs 

we r e a11owcid t o e nte r C ,t11 i l. d ,1. l\. l t h o wJll th is t ech n icality 

was s oon r ec L:.i. :f .i. cc1 L)y ll1 r, gnvc r rn 11~!n t , the S i kh le a de rs 

saw th is u s c1 si9n ,.1 l to b :,:- i n g o ve r more immig .i:ant s . This 

deci s.i. on r cs ultc c1 in one of th e; mos t c1ranwtic episodes 

in SiJd1 h is tor y i n V ,1i1co u vo J: . 

'l'hrc e hu n cJn~ d sc vc nty-- s i x Sikh::; f1·orn India, 

Singupore ,•.nd Ilon(_J I~ong Chartered a sh ip, the Kome ga t a 

Maru, whi c ' . a rr i ve d IH,~rc in ll.pril, 1 9 14. For three 

months Ll1•· I.' · , i_p S c1t in Va ncouv e r harbo r while a battle 

was wc1 ged the c our t to p ermit ent r y of the passenge rs . 

At ono po5.:. L , the cr1ptain of Uw Kornc g a ta Ma ru d e cide d to 

set suil for ._,apm1. II. riot ensued v.nd two hundred police 

were called pn board to quell it. When attempting to 

board the ship, t he y were repul s ed by a barrage of d e bris. 

Finally, the cour t!'; rule d ~1g c:Jinst. letting the Sikhs into 

Canada. J\ga.in, a riot broke out on bourd the ship; this 

time t:he Canadian nc1.vy v e ssel "Rainbow" Has calle d in to 

escort the ship to the straits. 
IP 
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Although the l'~ornc~rat.:i Mciru at last departed frorn 

Vancouver, the trouble did not end there. 'l'hree local 

Sikhs hu<l been. inforrne r s for th e Dcpc:ff lrncnt of Imrnigration 

while the Sikhs \1e rc Li.<Jlli:.in9 for entry of the ship's 

ct rc:; nlt, t he E;i U1 c o mrnun i l:y was enraged. 

'l'v10 of Uw info r ,u2 :,:~; v; c .1:c: murcl o 1:cd in Vcrncouvor by fellow 

Sikhs. 'Th e t hird in forme r u.f r ,, id for his life, shot his 

way out of the Sith t crnl, le, kj_Jling a Sil:h as well as 

woundin<J tho pri cr;t . This inforrncir \•Ji.1 ~, foun d murdered 

later on in IncU ;:i . Finally, c1 Sikh murc1c r e d the immigi:a tion 

official \•;ho had b o2 n the conLi.dant of the informers. 

This Sikh wcJ. s scntc1:1ce c.1 to cfou. th by a Vancouver court 

and executed. Th es~ dea ths widened even further the 

breach between the Sikhs and Hhi tcs in Vancouver. 'l'he 

Sikhs clainnd th a t the v1hi tes had c a u se d th 0. ir misery, 

while the \·Thi tes discarded th e Sikh ~: v.s a blood-thirsty lot. 

In this ch ap tcr, we l1uvc see n that the ma jority of 

the Sikhs had as s i mi l a t~d economically into Cana0i a n 

society. However , it must be sU~cs sc cl that. they con tinued 

to live apart from Canadians, culturally speaking. 

Canadian treatment of the Sikhs l1ud c1iscouragc d the latter 

from accepting Canc:1c1ian customs. Instead the Sil~hs 

remained close to the one thing that had always kept them 

alive as a minority, their religion. With their r~ligion, 

they kept their traditional dress and customs, preserving 

their way of life and seldom corning in contact with the 
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white society excep t for economic reasons . The majority 

of Sikhs in Van c ouver r cmain c~c1 HorJd.11CJ in the lumber rnillB 

as they · had alway~ done . 

l\ftcr 1915 , then: v1c1s J 1 tLle cl1, tn9e in th e: 

Van c c.iuv c r Sil~h c owmu ni l: y unti J 1 9 -1 '/. Fo r th is r c ,tson, 

atto ntion Hill n u :1 b e f ocn s r:;crJ rn c1 i n ly on Uie Frc1scr 

1 · 
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1 Sarun Singh, a Sikh H!s iclcnt of V.:mcouver since 1905, 
personal in tcrvicw w.i. Lh the author at Sitran Singh' s 
ho1 110 , 1'1 Jan., 19G~'i . 
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Saran Singh, intcJ:vicw, 14 J ,111. , 1965. 

'l'hc _l\ry31n, Nov., 1911, p.5. 

Sara n Singh, int.crvi c1.·1 , 1'1 J.:1n., 1965. 

Kartar Singh, publisher of a Sikh . n ewspape r intermitcntly 
betwe en 1911 anct 1930, pcrson,tl intervic·,·T with the 
author at l(nrlar Singh's offi ce , 2 9 De c., 1964 

12 Victoria 'l'.i.!::.~ s, __ -19 Oct., 1908. 

13 Vai1couvc·r Daily Prov ine;:~ , 23 Nov., 1908, p.l. - ·- ---·-·----~--- - --·· ··- ·-·-· ···--- ...... --.. --~---•-·---· -
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CHAP'.l'EH IV Silrn S}•;'l "J'LEr,mN·r IN 'l'IIE F'Rl';SER VALLEY 
'l'O 19 ,17 

In this ch a p tc ·r , the c1 i .::; t r ibution of the Sikhs 

in the Fr as e r Valle y ~ i J.l be iln a ly ~e d . un d c r a d iscussion 

of Sil:h o ccnpa lion s , t1.!::; th e i1: pl ,t.::o of r es idence wa s 

l a .1:0e ly ck t c~rrni rw d by the i r pl ttcc o f c rnp l oy 1118n t. Almost 

one hund ;i:c d p e r cen t o:f tll c r:ikll s in the Vall e y \Wrc 

employe d in three ma in o ccu p a t.ic1n !:.; : s ,n1;nilli.n<J, farming 

an(l t r uc k.i.n9. 

·· J\ft:er tlie fi n ., i.: f c H yean, of Sikh setl:.lc1rne nt in ,, 

B.C., it uas co1mnonly DCC8ptc d th u. t lh c y were strong 

reliable lumbe r ·- \1orkc rs . Wh e reve r nc\'r mills we re built 

it \·;as not r:u rprising to find e mployers hiring Sikh 

labore rs. " i·' r om 19 0 8 to 1912, the re v:c.s a general 

expc1..nsion c,:. l umber Iila rke ts for D. C. rai lls bGcausc of 
< 

prairie SEi t ' ~--;, te nt 2. ncl rai.h, ay building." 1 Af, a result, 

a new group o f sawrn.i. ll s eme rged in th e Lower I'rasci· 

Valley. The respons e of Sikh laborers to job opportunities 

in these new mills resulted in three new centers of 

Sikh population. 'l'he first group centered around 

Fraser mills, while the second group centered around the 

mills of New Westminste r as they ~lowly expanded production. 

A third group appeared in Abbotsford wh e n a large mill 

opened th~re. ( See map page 64) 

In the early period of immigration sevciral Sikhs 

had obtilined work at Fraser Mills. As the company 
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expundc c1 .its procl uct .i. on, mo r e Eust Indians were hired. 

By 190H,. one hun cl r c c1 1:;p v 0m t y·- five of the five hundred 

employ e e s u t. th i,; rni J l Ul : rc SiU1s. 2 'l'h e lumber 

cornpzrny Gupplicc1 Ll1 r.;m vii th u tr:~mple w i ll wi t h the ir own 

\·1hi t 0s . 'J' lic Sj l: h c.: lw d tli (.; i :c o,n 1 c o ol~ s t oo , \'lh o prepared 

t ra d i t i o no.' l 1 1\d i. crn rn e: i.:l. l s . Mon.J ove r, the ~;i k h s ocial 

life centered aroun cl. t h o. t c,rnp ~.c . . 'J'h u s , c xcc!pt \•1bile at 

wo r k, the y r enwi n crl l .:-1.J:~ c ly u rn o l:ice cl by t lie white 

commu nity. 

As early i.:l.S 1 9 10 the r e ,-,e r e in u icntion s that 

the Sikh s e ttle m0 n t at F r a se r Mill !:; was not to b e 

penna n e nt. Th e i r pos iti o n s were ch n llc ngc d whe n thre e 

hund:t·ed Fre n ch Ca n adian ~, we r e~ brough t f r orn Que b e c at 

company e x > ~ns c . 'I'lley were provic1e c1 \·: i th hous es for 

their fc1.111i. ; · ·s who , tccomp.:-mied th em . It 'Has intc:nc1e d 
( 

that "they , :::iul<l r e pla c e the o ri.enti:i.ls at the mill • 113 

However, t he? Sikhs vtere fortunate c:1s t he ir service s 

were still required b e c a use 11 the mill soon went on a 

double shift, 114 U~us doubling the d e mand for labor~ 

Although none of the SiJ:hs at Fraser l-'.iills were e ver 

"fired" without a just rcuson, ."the company adop t e d a 

policy of replacing Sikhs who died or resigned with 

white workers. 115 Finally, by 1945 when the re were ve r y 

few Sikh laborers left in the mill, the temple wa s torn 

down. · 
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'J'he jobs of t.h c Sikh cornrnuni ty at Ne w \'le ::: Lrnins t e r 

were not so vulncrublc, a s the Sikhs he re did not depend 

· 011 the pol i cies of (W e mi ll. 'l'his cornimmity g r ew 

slowly in r c s pon ,;. to U1 c) g r rn·1in·<J nu c leus of s mc1ller 

mill s .-1ro un <.1 n c1 ! We s Lmi n r; Lc)r. Dy 1 91 2, th e r e wus a 

s uf f ic i e nt nurnbo r o f S il~h ~; in tl i ,t t a n~21 to Wu tTc1.nt the 

, :nn s t ru ct.i on of a t c ;, ip Jo . It \-lil. S bu i l t a dju ccnt to 

llH,! :i r ch .'c llings on Lllc c ar: l en cl of Lu lu I s L :md within 

the city of Nc\1 \·:c s Llll i ns t c:r . Un like t he f ading community 

of Frase r lli ll s , th i :; one c o n U .1H1.,! S t o cx i i:; t e ven today, 

· becaww the v1u r l:e n_; lw 1.-c ,-,e r e e mploye d i11 niuny s n1c1ll 

mills and thus , were not d e pend e nt on the employment 

policy of any one mill. 

In 1911, a third nucle u s of fj Ed : t:J.e rnent developed 

in Abb ot::; f u ·c1 , in r e s pon s e to th e l ctbo r d e man d s of a 

large luni)-. rnill Hhi c h ope ned there tha t year. Here 
( . 

also, the . -.re nty·· f iv0 Sikhs who He re emp loye d in th e 

mill cons t r ucte d a t:ernplc . The temp l e , build within 

walking di s tance of the mill, was on a promontory \ve st 

of .l\bbotsford "which was meant to give it an uspect of 

signif icunce. 11 6 By 19 32, the mill closed dmm due to 

the depression. However, unlike the temple at Fraser 

Mills, t.his one rema ined open to serve the Sikhs who 

had started farming in the Abbotsford area. 

As early as 1915 other Sikhs had also ceased to 

work a s laborers in s a'drnills. Some of the mor e ambitious 
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ones decided that they ' , new the lumber business well 

enough to operate rni.ll s by themselves. Although there 

were onl~ li s opened by the Sikhs in the valley 
___.-:;---

U1erc were probably .:tbou L for l:y owner::-; of these mills. 

, h t1 ~.JS 
11 'l'hcy v10.1:c operc1tcLl cin i:1 pcirlncr!..~l11p;1n tn r;h,:1rchoJ.ders 

advancing an equal ,11 ,\ormt of mo ney to the inves tm2nt. " 7 

'l'hc rn.:tnagemc) nt: would b e l ef t to one nwn who as forernrrn 

,,ould consult the o ~li c r s h ,l rc: h o .lc1c r s b c! fore making a 

decision. 

Thes e mil.l s were~ b o ught frorn marginal lumber 

operators \•1ho Here on the point of: closing down. It 

can be noted on the map on pa<Jc 6'1 

mills were bought du :;:- .i.nq 1915 and 

th a t five of thcs~ 

191G. 'l'his was ar~ 

opportune mome nt fo r the Sikhs to go into the lumber 

business on their 0 1·1H. 'l'hcy \·Jere able to buy mills 

cheaply as "the demand for lumber hzid fallen with lo::;s 

of the prairie markets at the beginning of World Har 1 11 , 8 

when railwa:y construction was slowed down. While a 

white operator could not operate thei~e mills at a prof.i. t: 

during periods of low lurnber prices, the Sikhs were 

able to realize at least: ' the cost of operations through 

long working hours und conmtunal efforts. By 1917, 

however, the uest coast lumber mil.ls experienced a 

renewed demand for lun~cr. This time, they gaine d a 

. grip on the Atlantic coast markets through the ope ning 

of the Panama Canal. As .a rerrnlt, all the Sikh lumber 
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operator~ gai.ned substantial .profits from their 

investme nts. 

• Howeve r, even nndc r the most ideal market 

con di t.ions these mi ll c; cc_mlc1 not have operated for long. 

'l'hey h ud only srn c:tJ.l 1.J:i.lc U; of lc:i nd to f]upply their 

lumber. 'l'he sc trctC ls h : td ,d.r c ady been v1c lJ. cleared 

by the ea r lie r opc~r , :. Lo r '., in the boo m y cur s . 'J'hc la:t:~ger 

1.:·racts of ti1nbc r h ,t d o .ll b e e n b o u9h t b y spe culato r s or 

lar 9e lumbe r c omp,,ni. c,; f O }: the i.,~ f u tu re u s e. '1.'hus, 

within thr.eq y c ,J rs, c:tf t cr m.::1king ma xi mu m use of the 

avu.ilable t:i.nwcr in l:h c:dx lots, most of the Sikh mills 

closed. 

All the s e mill operators had acquired sufficient 

returns from the ir mills to enable them to return to 

India or to invest in other projects. 'l'hree of these 

Sikhs went to Vancbuver Island _ to inve stigate the 

po;;sibili ties of opening lmi1ber mills then~. On the 

island thc:y found that large tracts of virgin douglas 

fir were still avail a ble. Along with many small shar e­

hollers they builc1 the large mills of East India Lumbe~ 

Company at Ladyf;mi th and Mayo Lum,ber Company at Dunca:_:j 

both of which cvcntnally employed betue en two and three 

hundred people. Many Sikhs, desirous of the job security 

that they would obtain by worki~g for their countryman, 

left the·mainland to work in these mills. 
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Many of the Sikhs displaye d a large <lcgree of 

mobility mo,ving f r o m V.:mcouvcr to the Lower Frase r 

Valle y, the n t o l\ b b o L!; f orc1 or to Vancouve r Is land, by 

foll mlin 1J tl10. j o b oepor t un i t i cs in the h 111 t b e r industry. 

'I'hi s f r e edom of mo v e: ,c_:nL c ,m b e c x p l a i11 o d b y th e fact that 

the ir \ ·l i vc•s and f , trnU :i.c~; \:e r e n o t with th e m. Hi th out 

t l1 r, ir f c1mili c s t h e y r;1 1 ·'r1 little· abou t cs t ablishin0 

the rn scd .v c s in o n e pL:c c.>.: . 

It has b e e n p oi n l c d ou t t.h a l: t h e Sikh s \1ere 

tra <li tion a U:y farmcri., :i. n . th e P unj .-::ib , but. o f t he thousands 

of Sikhs Hho c o.we t o Cc::rnada [ ve1y f c v, o r the m b e c ame 

------farme~ Why wa s this so? 'fhcrc a r c s e vera l reas ons . 

In the first place , f or a f ew years after t heir arrival 

here, the Sikhs He r e miJ.inly con ce rned \1.i th e a r ning good 

wa ge s . The farm was a syn~ ol of a me age r e xi s t ance th a t 

depen<lc <l upon the wh ims of nature . Good wages and 

farming, to the m, we r e not s ynonymous . In addi tion, 

"they were tired of fa r ming and of praying for rain 

or sunshine in lhe alte rnating dry a nd wet cli~~te of 

the Punjab",9 arid we lcome d the ch a nge of occup ation . 
, I 

But, after they stayed in Canada for a while, many of 

them paw that farm i ng in Canada was mon~ profitable 

and less arduous than in India. Many of them f e lt the 

, desire to return to f a rm life, but they dedide d not to. . . . 

There would have been no problem in rai s ing the capital 

to do so, but "they we re afraid that if hard-luck c aus ed 
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their farms to fa i l the n the Canadian government would 

claim that thcy i we re poor citizens and might deport 

th 1110 em. · 

fears as 

reasons.) 

(The r e was a gre at de al of validity in such 

Sikhs were o f Lc' n d c porLe cl for the rnor,t trivial 

But th e rn c.1 in r cai;on uhy Sikh s d i d n o t s tart 

(,1nni JHJ was b c cau sG t h e y f r,Jt U1<lt wo r king al o ne on a 

r'arrn was simply not b e ,.1r0ble if they did not have their 

wives and f amilies with Lhern. 

'l'he map on p age G 4 sho \vs that the ma·· ori 

the Sikh f ar11is were s tarted 'l'here is a 

definite correlation b e tween tl/. ·e that· the Sikhs 

started farming and th e time · which the Canadian 

government finully dec.i.c d by an Order- in-Council in 1919 

to allow S .U:h ~ to enter Canaclcl. 

Nine of thi:) twGlve farms shm-In on the map 64 

started during or afte r 1920. Of the three remaining 

v farms that \·1ere es tilblished before 19 20 one of th e 

farmers had his family with him; another was a parl:-

time lumberman while the ·third had been working on hop 

farms near Chilliwack since his arrival in Canada in 1905. 

Considering that the Sikhs were traditionally farmers, 
1· 

these twelve farmers represent a small . percentage of the 

., 12 
two hundred Si)(hs in the valley. One wonders how 

many other Sikhs would have become farmers had they been 

free to settle earlier.with their families instead of 
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becoming we 11-cs tabli ~.heel in tho lurn,½er industry. 

A second factor which is apparent -on the m3-2 

on page 6-1 is thul c.111 of Lh o. ;; c Sikhs we .e dairy farmers. 
. ------ ' . 

'l'he reason for l:hi.~; c cm b e! Lrace c1 b ctck to the Sikh 

cus t;c.irns in Jn(l..:i.u. l\ .l tl10U<Jh th e S .il~hs do not rcq a rd the 

CO\v ar; r:.:.:1. crc cl, <1 s cl o t li c Il:in d u ~, , t hey t r c.~o. L these 

animctl!~ Hi th t. h e utmof:; L r c :.:; p c c t . 'The cow s e rves as a 

b e as t of bu.1: cl.cn, clS ,in .::mi.m,: l fo r plowi ng and as a 

source o f da i r y p rod uc t s - a n cs[,c11U.zt l p a rt of the 

Sikh diet. ,< In fac t , it. hcts b 0 c 11 c s t i rna t.ccl th a t the 

average Sikh u ses fi f t een pounds of butter per month in 

the prepara tion of h i s maal s . 13 ) There fore, there was 

a greu.t deal of pride t c1 ken by each fann'.'.: r in trying to 

outdo his neighbour in breeding c a ttle -of good quality 

and appearance. Inde ed, this cultural. trait was 

manifested in the Fra ser Valley "by a Sikh fcurner living 

near Chilliwack who won many medals for the stock which 

he b d .. 14 re . 

'I'hc Sikh fa n :1s in the Valley were clustered ii:\~ 
two main groups: one around the Abbotsford area and the 

other around the Chil]iwack area. "Most of the farme rs ---
in the Abbotsfbid area were forme r workers in the mill 

· 15 at Abbotsford." While working in the sawmill, they 

had become familiar with the type of farmland surrounding 

Abbotsfo.rd; thus, · they settled on that land with which 

they were most familiar. In additirn1, the amenities of 

the temple ,nearby enco1._1raged them to live near the tmvn. 
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The s ame princi p l e app lies to the fa r me rs ne ar 

Chilliwack, a lthough the re wv.s no t emp le there. Sik hs 

h c1 d b een wm:kin g ct ~: J. 0borcrs in the h op fi e lds in the 

s i n c e: 19 0 5 . l\gt1.in, they 

re cogn i ze d l lic value o f: t he soiJ.s f or d .::::L ry farmi ng. 

As \vc ll vs b i: c o wing cnga9c d i n lumbe r ing anc1 

f ar111i n g , th e S i kh s a l sn h uc,:irnc o c cupied in f 11 c l-d0.aling. 

In 1927, there were twe:!nty ~onc Sikh fue l d ~ a ] , --,, the 

L . 1 1 16 owe r l'-1 ,:u n ,:me . Sumo o f thc :~:c fu e l d e c1.lcrs , such as 

- S oh a n n rot) ie rs J.. n nu J:: n c:tb y , o Q e r a t- c rl as_ma.n...yf-----UD .... s__.t..._h_....i....,r~ty:1--_ ----------~------=-~ - ~ 

fuel trucks. 

What factor s h a d l e d the Si k h :=; to ente r the fuel 

busines s 7 \·Je have seen thc.tt tlw Si k h s had t wo ma in 

objecti v e.:::-.; : to e a r n good wagci and to be inde p e n & tnt. 

Entry i n :· the fu e l dealing b us iness enable d the Sikhs 

to r e al i : ( ~) 0 th o f the se obj e ctives. 'I'hey found t ha t 

instead e r workin9 in the lumber mills, they could 

triple U h ,ir W WJ CS by s e lling sawdust and wood chips to 

householders for honie heatin9. '' As early as 19 0 7 some 

Sikhs were 'us ing 6 horse ·an<l buggy to make door-to door 

fuel sales. 1117 'l'h c ir close a ssociation with the lumbe r 

business enabled the m to make advantageous contracts 

for fuel. 'l'hen, other Sikhs followed the ir countryme n 

when they saw h0w well the y prospered. Soon the Sikhs 

controlled .a large portion of the fuel dealing business 

on the Lm1e:..- Mainland. 
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However, the question arises as to why other 

ethnic groups <lid not enter the fuel business if it 

was so profit.J.blc. 'l'h c rc arc several reas ons: firstly, 

"the Sikhs c1rc pro u d of their ability for h a rd work. 1118 // 

l\s a rni nori i.:. y g r u up Lil e y !:; lri v c d lo prove lltcms cl vcs 

\·-10rtl1 \1i1ilc ci Li z c 11r; by k ee n c1.pplic c1 Lion to the ir jobs. 

ScconJly, and peLh a ps more irnpo1~l ;::i nt, th0.y \-,,,,·n nnl: 

afrc1ic1 lo gamble on a bu s ine ss ventu r e b l2 c,nt s e even if 

they failed, they \1ould h a ve n c vcr _b c c n a s badly off as 

they were in IndL, . Mo rcovc 1: , Lh c Sikhs se e m to have 

h d . t t· ' t . t . ., L J 11 ']·,i a a proponsJ . . y :or tne -r,rn s p o r J. nuus ry. . iiey 

control the tr.cinsport sys toms of n1<rny of the bigger 

cities of India. To ~he foreigner the Sikh taxi driver 

is a symbol of the race ." 19 'l'hcse factors coupled with 

their close associ a.tion -with the lumber business, made 

the Sikhs the rna.joJ:· fuel dealers of Vancouve r and the 

Fraser Valley. 
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Clll\P'l'ER V 'J'llE Cl ll\NG11'1G !"_,IKII C01-H·lUl'II'1'Y IN 'l'IIE LOWER 
Ml\lNLl\.Nl.l 19<17 to 19G'1 

When India ~1<dn c d indr:~p ;~nclo ncu from Great 

Bri t , t.i.n at the e nd o [ h'o r lcl \'l ,i.r II U1 c Inc1i,rn c:i.nd 

Ca11<,c.1 L 'c n govcrn HL: n t:;; h e ld n o g o l.iat ion s to clc tcnnirw the 

s talus of p o t e n LL:1. l i rnm :i<:JTc.m Ls to Can c1 d a. Dccuuse 

wcc11 th, of i icial Cc:rn ctd i ctn poli c .ic s t o1,1ard her changed. 

In 19 51 the b v·o coun t :Li.c r: c1rrivc d a t an agre ed quota of 

one hun dr0. a fif t y E ,1;;t Jnc1iarw per y c.:1 r. (This quota 

was double d to thr~c hundred .i.mm.i.gr a.nts p e r year in 

19 5 7.) The quota was divided into two categories. One-

halt of the immigrants were to be on a .preference quota 

of those Ea~;t Indians already h :tving rclat.i ves in Canada. - -
'l'he other half wa[; on a non-prefcrenco quota of Eas t 

Indians vho could i mmigrate subjec\ct to their ability 

to maintain themselves in Canada. In addition, the 

spouses, unmarried children c:md aged parents of 

Canadian citizens plus students with visas could now 

enter Canada. 

The preference quota wciuld obviously be filled 

by . Sikhs, as we huvc seen that most of the East Indians 

in Canada were Sikhs, but it is surprising to find out 

that for several years after 1951 the non- reference 

quota too was filled to a reat extent b In 

addition, "it is estimated that ninety per cent of the 
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early East Indian stuc1cnts cni-cd n.g-Cai:ut.cia_o~ sas 

~ also Sikhs.'! 2 

'l'he .r.ccison for Uw predominantly Sikh 

inunigral:ion c,m b e fou n c1 by c;wminin~J tho stanc1urd of 

education of Lh o t:;c E ,1 '.-; t IncLi.a11s d c!s :i. rous of entering 

Can,tda. Becaus e o f r . l c1t.i.vcs ,·,ho l ivc u in C.:m ,·tda, 
I , ·. 

l: l 1"ir cduc,1tion iJ. l r:!.:111 ,l:inl:; \·:ere hi ghe r thc111 n zttives of 

other paJ~Ls of lnd.i. c . ~·/J 1c n th e first Eas t InclL:rns 

c ame to C,.madc1 the y f; oo11 r c,tli 7. c d th.:1L Lick of educ1tion 

\-,a s one of th e ir bi<J h a n clicaps. 'l'l1crc fo:i:-o., they were 

de terrn.in c c1 U1 i:tt th e :i.'!'." r e l a U vcs in India Houlc1 not 

have to expe rience the s,tinc burden wh e n und if they 

deci c1ec1 to con'.c to C;:111<1.cl c:- t. 'rlrnr;, by 19 23 they had 

sent 193,000 dollars to fm:L:hc.r. Sikh ec.1ucci.tiona . . in the 

Punjab. 3 In addition to these official grants, indi ··· 

vidual S i / .: also sent money to put the ir own relc1tivc s 

through [,; ,· ,, o o l. 'l'hus, \-Jhen the time c;-nnt~ to fill the 

non-prefere nce quota, a lan_Jc number of Sikhs were able 

to compe te due to their educational standards. This 

resulted in , predominantly Sikh _immigration to Canada. 

It should be noted that not all these post-

war inunigrants have scittlec.1 on the Lower Mainland. Many 

on those Sikhs who are professionals and tradesmen are 

travelling directly from India to eastc~i:n Canada. How­

ever, there were sufficient nunilierR settling here, 

especially in the earlier years of post-war immigration, 
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to c,rnse m":rl-: ed dif fercnccs in the! Sikh community 

of the Lm·wr lfo inLrnd. 

"The grou p o f un c duc tt l cd Sikhs are following 

the tra di t i o nt, l .:iid clo 1-;n by the ir pre d e cessors by 

fin<J .i.119 wor k in the s a \ 1111.i. l l s . 11 '1 Bu t some of them 

as laborers. l\s a r c::,u l t , there h a v e b e e n six teen 

new f c1.nns in the F r,i se r Vi,lle y in th e last - --· 5 ~ -~ - -Illov,c vcr , t hc::;c n c~ v, f a :n1s cl· ff c i'.' greatly 

from the plc1e r Sikh f anM3 o f the v a llc y. 

The older f 0 rms arc us u ~lJ.y ~bout one hundred 

acres and support ab out fifty cows. 'l'he newer fa r ms 

range in size f:...·om ten to h .r enty ac r es and are s~l<l0!11 

used for dairying. 'l'lwn~ are s e ve ral reasons for the 

smaller size and different type of farrns. It is 

almost impossible for a Sikh irmni g rc1.nt to buy a la r g e 

farm since farmland now sells for an average of one 

thousand dollars per acre in the Fraser Valley. 

This high p :d .ce of land has led some farme r ~:; 

to put their land to more intensive uses in order to 

realize a good retu r n on their invcstrn::~nts. Instea d 

of dairying, · three of the neH farmers are nm, producing 

vegetables, and three are producing berries. Another 

three Sikhs have bought land but are renting it out 

to other farmers. Three more newcome rs have small 

unimproved farms, and are contributing little to the 
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dairy industry of the valley. Finally, there are 

three new fu.rrn (..!r:::-; arou n d Cllilliwuck who arc en9agcd .in 

successfu l d airyi ng. But th e se fa rmc~rsr urc sons or 

sons- in·-1 ,M 0£ o l cfor ~; 11cc c ssful fu:i::rnc rs i n the r;c:nnc 

Chi. l.l i wack , mo,; t r,f th (; n e w L lr rns c:iro. ope r ated on a 

part- time b ,1s i:; . 'l'll c 11 cue r Sikhs c'. rc ob v iou:., ly 

sh rn-d.ng a n .i.ntr.: r cs t i n fc1 rm ing but. c:1 1.·c~ hav i n<J difficulty 

in b e coming cs t r1bli :.; lwd . It. s e ems r a thcr pa):ac1oxical 

that Hhen thc~ir forc fc1tl1c 1:s h itd rnon <::), to ·~ .-rn on a 

large scale , most of the 1c can fj d cmcc · now, 

whe n n ew inunig1:unU; h a.vu ti ,.... "!'CC the" J.ar~k the 

£.rop e r fu nds.-

'l'he mos t successful Sikh f anns in the Vulle y 

are all among the l c1rg e Sikh farms st.arto.d in the 192· 

Five of these can b e cJ.assed a s ve r y success ful l arge ­

scale dairy farrns. Of these, four ope rute truckin g 

businesses. It uppears that ,1s the sons or son ::;•- i.n-lcM 

have become old enough to run the farm the fathers h ave 

delegated the authority of running it to the e l dest son. 

The other sons then look after the trucking bus ine ss 

and work on the farm during busy p e riods. In this way, 

each son is give n an equally respons ible and remunerative 

position. This saves the father from the problem of 

dividing up the dairy farm among his sons, as would 

; 

I 
t 

I 
I 

I I 

I; 
I 1 

I I 
I 
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have been done in India. It is clear that it would b r:! 

une c onomical t o clo rd nee~ !10 1,1uch mon e y rnust be 

invcs led in capita l C(Jllipn c nt on rnodern fz1rrn s . 

'J'h c J_)J-il: •.; of Lrntl c1 oc s n oL plc ct c,c the potential 

time bn s i s . 'J'hus , tl terc i~~ t.:ill: or movi ng to .:1.11 arei.1 

wh e re ch c,tp J a n el c un b e b o u9l1 L unc1 full Lime furming 

c a n b e purr:ur~c1. J:11 fc,cl , it h a s b c~c, n hi nted to the 

wri tcr, on r;cvc r ctl o ,::cc1s ions , tli.:: t v, c may see a 

moveme nt -toward the Pe.:1.ce nivcr district ,-,ithin 

Sikh 7;;;;_ 
the ne:.:-J 

five years . 

The Sikh scttlc rn·~ nt p,1ttcrn of the Fraser Valley 

is quitQ c1iffcrcnt frow the pat.tc:r:n of Sikh sett:lemc~nt 

in Vancouver. i•loreovcr _there is a rnarkcc1 difference 

in Vc:mcouvc r b e t wee n the settleme nt of the pioneer Sikh 

and the po.s t-war immigra nts. 'l'hc clus ters of settleme nt 

on the south shore of False Creek, and in South Van c ouver, 

adjacent to Mitchell Island represent the nucleus 

of original settl~rs. · ; These clusters illustrate the 

Sikh tendency to live in groups close to their wvrk in 

the· lumber rnills. On the other hand, dots scattered 

ove the map in Vancouver, 6 reprer;enting the houses of 

post-war immigrants, - illustra.te a loose pattern. This 
I • 

is indicative of their con:Ei.c1ence in themselves and of 

the community ti1at they live in. The majority of 
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these SiJdis are e.i then- professionals or tradesmen 

enguge d in vad our, occupations throughout. the city. 
If 

Some of the m a :,:-c lurnJ,c :,: rnill Horkers who find no need 

to live 1w x-t t o th e: rnill. In fact, "Most Sikhs now 

buy a h o:.1;,c , th en ch c c l: to s r:.~c if any of the ir country­

men are living i n the w 2 i0l1bourh o o d. " 7 

'J'he differen c e:" in c1t ti tudc ::~ betwe en the old 

and nci·l Si J;h crn;1mun i Li es h ,1s been r e fl e cte d in their 

re.lig.iot.H~ life .:is t:c ll. Unti.l J.9~i J the t e mple committee 

in Vancouv er wus c o rnp :c i.s(~c1 o f only fn ll-·1 edged Sikhs, 

that is, S.ikhs wl10 s ti 11 rn.:i. i n La incd the f i vc Kakkas. --­

But, by this time~ · there \.; .:~re many y oung educated Sikhs 

in Vzmconver \·.1hcY:c n c.i ; idc~~.s bud l e d them to shave 

their beards an<l remove their turbans. 'l'hesc new Sikhs 

were not allowed to serve on the temple committee, 

because they were not conside red to be true Sikhs. 

Thi.s caused some agita tion .:1n1ong the m as they had 

donated their money and time toward the community and 

yet had no hand in guiding it. Finally, a majority 

vote · was passed, wl1ich enabled the non-conformi!:;t Sikhs 
I 

to be elected to the temple cornnii ttee. 

The orthodox Sikhs decided to buy a nc•., temple 

on Eleventh Avenue where they could follow the traditions 

of U1e orthodox Sikh religion. 'l'hey felt that 

abandoning the . Kakkas would 11 b2 a m-::ljor factor in the 
I 

disappearance of the Sikh cornm· .. mi ty in the quicksands 
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of 1Iinduism118 • On the o t her hand, the younger faction 

argued th a t the Ka kk ,1s no longer s e rved their original 

puq,o!3 C . Sikhi~;in w.::1s no lon~1 c r b o. in<J po.rs ecu t cc1 in 

Canada , n o r c1 .i.d it: h ;rvc Lo \·ro n ~y c::1b c) u t the IIinc1n 

influe nce . 

Despite t h e f;p J:i_t in the c 0 m1 nu ni ty the tHo factions 

<l r e s l o;.,r ly b ::! ing d r ,,vm to0 2 Ll i e r f o :c t\10 r eas ons. Pirs tly, 

whe n it w,, . .:. U?c,J.i zc l1 t hc1 L tl! o 9oveTnmc nt would not 

listen to t wo ,1s ~:;o cic::. t.i.o n s o n mat t e r :,; of off:i.c:i.al 

Sikh bus incs!:; , a n 2 \1 o i-ga1d_;,'. a tion \·tu s fo rmed: the East 

Indian t·lelf a r e h s r3oci,1.Lion, cornpd.r~ing rcp r esentc1tivc s 

from both group s . Scconllly, nm,;, th a l: b o th groups are 

wo1ki119 ~og '" Llier U iey ;1 a v,~ joine d in plc1n !:; for th~ (;;::::­

cons truc:ti on of a n c',T temple:! and comiH Lmi t y cen t re~ 'l'hey 

have taken an op tion lo buy three a c r es of land ne a r 

the corne :c of f'ra~3c!r S tre ct ctn cl Ha r.ine Drive. This 

location, the y fe e l, Hill b:2 more c e ntral for U10 S ikhs 

of Vancouver, Durnaby and Ne\-/ Wesbninster as we ll as 

being closer to the Fraser Valley. 

The purp~sc of the co~ nunity ceutre also has 

interesting implications. One of the main reas ons for 

it: "is to give the children a place to get toge the r 

instead of the parents having to worry' about mixed 

m~rriage:;;. " 9 The pare nts do not feel that interacial 

marriages arc b eneficial as the mnrried couples would 

end up not being accepted by either the white or Sikh ✓ 
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commun,i ties. On lhe other hiHll1, lhey look forw.irc.1 

to the day wh e n the inten1cial mc:irriagc will be a 

common occurrence. In othe r won1:.:,, tile Sikh comrnuni ty 

is in agro. cmc nl wi l:h grt1c.lu td. a. s d .mi l ,1tion but, for the 

mome nt, tbcy a r c c ontent to r c:naill i n their O\·ln 

communi ty. 

7 
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1 Maye r, in 'l'h c E,1s l In d i .:1n Commu_ni_~y in Vancouve r 
s tatcs t.h a t th e ug r ccr1-1c n t wa s con c luclc cl in 19 4 7. 
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in s trume ntal in 11 c•g oU.a ti ug tlw a 0 r ecrnc nt in {::-
Ottawa inf o rmr_~d J.1c wr:i tc ·· · that i L wc1 s not 
conclud e d u n t il 195)} . 

2 Mahin d c r S i 11 g h Gill, c1 forme r Si kh s tude nt who 
en t c, r c c1 C c:m a ll a in 19 51 UJH1r -r thes e circrnns tonces, 
p erson a l i nte rvi c v, wi t h th e c:i.uth o r a t Muhinder 
Si,vJlt' .s h ome , 4 Fc~ h., l9G 5 . 

4 Na nrnj a n S_jl i<Jli, in t c 1:vi c~w, 1 5 Jan., 1965. 

5 Post--war f ;:u r. i c1zi i-.a o b t 2. in c d fro m M. Singh Dlwliwal, 
a Sikh. \}o rk .' ng with t ha n c p,-1 rt.mc 11 t of i\griculture 

'at l\bbo U ;fo}~d , p c r [; o n a l i11tr~rvi c u with the author 
at M. Sin gh Dh c:i. l.i.w.:;l' s offic0 , 19 Ma r ., 19GS. 

6 May c~r, Ec:i. s t I11 d ian ;, ii1 V zu1_couve r , App 2n ,1ix C, p. 35. 

7 Mah.indc r Singh Gi ll, in l eJ~vi ew , '1 FclJ., J.965. 

9 .Mah .i i ,·L r Sing h Gill, inter.vi m ,, '1 Feb., 1965. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUC>lOtlS 

There has b CcC Jl il cli s c c rn a blc clw.nge in Sikh 

settle 1,1c nt p a ttern ~., c:rn<l o c c up L1tio n s in the Lm·u..!r 

Mctinlcrnd over t .h c p ct !:; t . f i fty Y~' ;u-s. 'l'hcsc p a t t e rns 

h.ivc b c e1: u _result or cl1 ,mgi ng econ o mi c con d itions, 

changing s o c .i. ,1 J ;i I 1. i. L uJ r: :.: ,m<l <li ff c~ rent ty p c.•s of 

Sikh irnmi g r,xn t s a r r i ving in C,111ada. 

'rhc ori g in a l Si k h s c t t l crs 1 .. ,110 arri v c d in 

Vancouver at the turn of the c e ntu r y gc1ve ri s e to 

fears among Vancouvcrite s of a floo d of iwnigrants 

from Jnclia. Becaus e these SiJ:hs had different dress 

and cu s t o rns, and b ::~c ausc Vancouver was unable to 

absorb t1 , ,·m in employme nt ancl housing, their inunig J:-ation 

was soon ~s tricted. The immigrati.on r e strictions 

made no 
(' 

.uwance for their wives and children to 

follrn•1 U ,. r,1 ; thus,· the Sikhs bec2rn12. an all-male 

community. 

The Sikhs, while attempting to organize 

themsclvcs ' under 'the Guru Nanak Mining and Trust Company, 

failed on the whole bQcc:tuse of bo;;J_e;dersh.i) . Sdwmr~s 

to organize comrnunal farms also failed as the Sikhs 

did not trust the Canadian Government. 

In 1920, when their wives came to Canada. some 

Sikhs started farming. 'l'his gives some hint as to 

how the Sikhs may have adapted to Canada had sucklcn 
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immigration restrict.ions not been pl.:1ccd on them 

earlier. However, by 1920, most Sikhs had become 

entrenche d in other occnpc1tion s ; thus , there v,ere 

few farms. 

Dy this time th e re \·'e:~rc on ly five hundred 

Sikhs r c nv:dn.ing in the Lovier MJ.inla ncl . Mos t had 

r e Lur.ncd to India. Perh aps, t his ir; \·1h,1. L t he 

Can c1dian Governme n t . h ac1 h op e d fo r whe n th e y c1.bruptly 

cut off .-:1lJ. i rnrni grctL.ion in 190 B. I nde e d , the 

government's att.ituJc tOHurc1 the Sikhs was definitely 

cl0ar when they offered to trans fer them to the 

British IIondurc.lS . 

'1.'he ~.cttl c !i::~ n t p;:i.tte r ns of the post-war Sikh 

immigrants arc quite different from their predecessors'. 

This results from two factors. Firstly, there is a 

noticable difference in Canadian attitudes towards 

Sikhs. They rarcJy raise protests when a Sikh move s 

next door to thcrn. Secondly, these signs of maturity 

on the part of Canadi~ns have their counterpart in the 

changing atti tuc::tes of the Sikhs. The turban and the 

beard have to a large extent disappeared, and the 

newcomers find jobs and housing throughout the city. 

Some have atten~ted farming in the Fraser Valley, 

but have found difficulty in doing so, because of 

high initial investme nt costs. 
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How have the fHkhs contributed to the mosaic 

of Canadian culture ? 'l'hci r fiu.rns and the ir houses do 

not differ from t.h o r;e of their whi. t e counterparts. 

Howe ver, b ccaw.:;c t h e y have c:1<.l o ptcll \·:c:? 11 to c e rtain 

occupati on!:.~ : ln1!1bc L i.n9 , f annin <J iln d truc king in 

p articular , . the u l r.i . t c s h .::i v c come to rc 1:;pec.: L t h em as 

cq11 ,1l s . 'l.'h.1.is , p c Y:ll ,1.ps the mu.i n Sil:11 c ontd.bution t·.o 

Canac1ian .cu l tu r c lw :', b :::() ll a b rcc1.:: :i.n ~r down of racial 

barr iers . 
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