


















































come to a halt, as thcsc.individuals were a menace to
the city. The eity argued that the social and econoinic
upheaval that the Sikhs had causced was only a preview
of what was to occwr in .the following years. The
federal government wes convinced too that Faslt Indian
immigration must be halted; however, this could not be
done withogt séme difficulties,

Canada, like India, was part of the British
Empire; thus, to prohibit Indian immigration to Canada
would pe to deny loyal British subjects their rights.
Furthermore, the British government did not wish to
offend East Indians outrightly, as thexre werec already
signs of disconteat with the British in India. After
much consultation betwecn the Canadian and British
governmente a formula was found to solve the problem.
On January +. 1908 the Canadian cabinet issued an
order-in-c« nicil stating that immigrants "who have come
to Canada otherwise than by a continuous journey from
the country of which they are natives or citizens and
upon through 'tickets purchased in that country"3 The
only country which this Jaw had any major effect upon
was India; there was no direct steamer service from
India to Canada. All East Indian immigrants had to
change ships at Singapore hefore proceeding to Canada.
Therefore, except for a few isolated incidents, East

Indian immigration to Canada cam2 to an abrupt halt.
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