









































suspect that the character of emigration from any of these countries would
necessarily remain constant. Changes in economic conditions, political climate, and
attitudes towards ethnic and religious minorities have become more the norm in
some areas than the exception. The Ugandan Asians are not likely to be the last
ethnic minority to be forced to emigrate from their “homeland”. However, without
ethnic origin data, it will not be possible to comprehend many of the forces working
to make immigration to Canada a possible solution to the problems of certain
ethnic populations in the world today.

In addition, lacking the more relevant ethnic data, CLPR data must serve as a
basis for estimating ethnic-origin trends among immigrant arrivals since 1966. As
these data are only roughly comparable with respect to certain groupings of ethnic
origins, it is necessary to compare trends in CLPR data before and after the 1966
cut-off date. To the extent that trends observable in ethnic-origin data between
1955 and 1966 are reflected in CLPR data for the same period, subsequent trends
for the latter will provide some basis for estimating trends in ethnic composition of
recent immigrants.

Analysis of CLPR Data: 1955-71

Data in Table 2.2 show the familiar downward trend in the proportion of
immigrants arriving from Great Britain, northern and western Europe, central and
eastern Europe and an increase in proportions coming from southeastern and
southern European countries for the 1955-66 period. The countries experiencing
declines continued to do so during 1966-71 and, in addition, the southern and
southeastern European group followed suit. During 1955-66, the proportion of
immigrants from this latter group of countries was 25 per cent and for 1966-71 it
had dropped to 22 per cent. Data in Table 2.2 show that the percentage coming
from southeastern and southern Europe had reached a peak of 29 per cent in 1961-
65, before it dropped.

The CLPR data also show increases in proportions of immigrants arriving from
Australia and New Zealand, and the United States for which no directly
comparable category exists in the ethnic-origins classification. On the basis of the
1966 data, one would expect to find a predominance of British still arriving from
these areas. More spectacular are the increases for Asian, African, and “other”
countries, 1.e. the West Indies, Central and South America, etc.

Some of these trends are also observable in the last few years of the ethnic-
origin data, with the exception of the reversal for southern and southeastern
Europeans, and the rapid increase in Asiatics and other origins that appears to have
occurred during the most recent period, i.e. 1966-71, for which ethnic data are
lacking.

In view of the changes in immigration regulations in 1967, it is not likely that
the rapid increase in the proportion of immigrants coming from Asian, African,
West Indian, and Central and South American countries after 1966 was
coincidental. The proportion coming from these combined categories increased
from 5.9 per cent in 1955-60 to 12.4 per cent in 1961-65 and to 22.7 per cent in
1966-71. This surpasses the 230,000 from the United States during the latest period,
but falls just short of the 246,000 who came from the British Isles.
























TABLE 2.4
CHILD-WOMAN RATIOS™ FOR ARRIVING IMMIGRANTS AND
CANADA'S RESIDENT POPULATION, 1955—71

Arriving Immigrants Total Resident Population

Year ‘ Child-Woman Year Child-Woman

‘ Ratio ‘ Ratio
1955 248 1 ‘ 1955 5159
1956 273.6 ‘ 1956 518.2
1957 ‘ 298.4 1957 524.4
1958 3 2495 1958 533.3
1959 246.5 1959 534.7
1960 2442 1960 534.6
1961 2235 1961 534.5
1962 2425 1962 531.4
1963 268.1 1963 524.6
1964 2979 1964 511.8
1965 324.3 1965 494 .1
1966 329.1 1966 468.3
1967 288.5 1967 439.6
1968 264.7 1968 409.3
1969 2452 1969 ! 381.0
1970 238.5 1970 | 358.1
1971 240.3 1971 343.8

* Child-woman ratios indicate the number of children under five years of age per 1,000 women in
the childbearing ages (15-49 years of age).

Sources:  Department of Manpower and Immigration, Annual Immigration Reports; Statistics
Canada, Population Estimates by Age and Sex for Canada and Provinces.

more fertile age groups, it is even more surprising to find that their child-woman
ratios are so much lower than those of the resident population. Since previous
studies of fertility by Henripin have shown foreign-born women to have had
consistently lower fertility than the native-born, it would appear that the differences
between these two groups with respect to their child-women ratios can not be totally

dismissed as lacking in significance.

Another important aspect of the two data series in Table 2.4 is the apparent
convergence of the child-woman ratios since 1955. Both series have fluctuated over
time. For the immigrant arrivals, the fluctuations have appeared to vary with
changes in levels of unemployment, while the ratios for the resident population
have reflected the consistent decline in fertility observed in Canada since 1960.
Thus, the “convergence” would appear to be more the result of the downward
movements of general population fertility than an upward turn in fertility among
arriving immigrants.
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of its dependent population has gradually increased from 15 per cent in 1921 to 28
per cent in 1971. By contrast, the proportion of native-born in the combined
dependent age groups decreased from 46 per cent to 39 per cent during the same
period. However, to the extent that this standard measure of dependency suggests
only the minimal limits of the dependent population, its use is rather limited.

An alternative to the standard dependency ratio can be developed using data
collected from immigrant arrivals concerning their intentions vis-a-vis labour force
participation. While these data do not reveal the ultimate participation rates by
immigrants after their initial period of adjustment, they do provide a benchmark
for evaluating subsequent changes in their labour force status.

Data in Table 2.5 show numbers of immigrants “intending” and “not
intending” to work, and non-workers as a percentage of workers and of total
immigrants. Comparing these data with variations in sex ratios presented earlier,
the same general cyclical variations may be noted, i.e. both achieve minimum or
maximum values of recurring cycles in 1951, 1961 and 1967. Since low sex ratios
indicate an excess of women (as was the case in 1961), and because women are less
likely to enter the labour force than men, one would expect a peak in the proportion
of non-workers, as was in fact the case.

These variations also appear to follow variations in levels of unemployment. In
this case, the proportion of non-workers among immigrants increased during a
period of rising unemployment between 1957 and 1961; and, from 1961 to 1967, as
unemployment decreased, so did the proportion of non-workers. For the 20-year
period, 1951-71, the degree of association between the percentage unemployed and
the proportion of non-workers is indicated by a product-moment correlation
coeflicient (r) equal to 0.67. This is somewhat less, but consistent with, a correlation
of 0.78 observed between the sex ratios of arriving immigrants and the percentage
unemployed in the total labour force, i.e. as unemployment drops (and economic
conditions improve) more males relative to females are attracted as immigrants to
Canada. That the proportion of non-workers among arriving immigrants should
increase as economic conditions deteriorate may seem a bit strange at first glance
since the dependency burden would appear to increase among immigrants at the
very time economic conditions are worsening. On the other hand, it seems quite
logical to observe an increase in the sex ratio when economic conditions improve
and more jobs become available. The explanation may lie partly in the fact that
male immigrants, who tend to be disproportionately represented among immigrant
arrivals during periods of improving economic conditions, are joined by their
dependants at a later date after they have become established.

The above observations are visually born out by data presented in Chart 2.5
which show variations in numbers of workers, non-workers, and its two
subcategories “wives and children” and “other dependants”. The maximum and
minimum points of the cycles clearly coincide in 1957, 1961 and [967 with
variations in the percentage unemployed. While the peak for workers and total non-
workers coincided with the low point in unemployment in 1967, the curve for “other
dependants” continued to rise sharply until 1968, and then declined at a somewhat
lower rate than for either workers or “wives and children”.

While it is not possible to say with complete certainty, it is quite probable that
the continued sharp increase in numbers of “other dependants™ up to 1968 reflects
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INTENDED OCCUPATION OF ARRIVING IMMIGRANTS

The types of occupational skills among immigrants attracted to Canada should
reflect internal changes in the structure of the labour market that have occurred
vith continuing economic development and urbanization. In addition, it would not
e expected that the occupational skills of immigrants should be representative of
‘he labour force itself, since the government has always sought to attract
mmigrants in those occupations most in demand.

For these reasons, it is not unexpected that certain occupations should show a
lecline in their proportionate share of those immigrants destined for the labour
“orce. This is the case for farmers, fishermen, trappers, and miners whose combined
‘otal has clearly declined relative to the total of all immigrants destined for the
abour force during the period depicted in Chart 2.6. Note that similar declines are
also evident for transportation and communication workers, service and recreation,
and for labourers and others.

For similar reasons, consistent increases during the same period were observed
“or immigrants intending to enter managerial and professional positions, as well as
or the combined group consisting of clerical, commercial, and financial
>ccupations. In the latter case, the overall increase from 13.7 to 20.2 per cent was
nowhere near as impressive as the increase in the former from 14.7 to 32.3 per cent
during 1955-71. However, in 1955, these combined white-collar occupations
>onstituted just under 30 per cent of the total; but, by 1971, they accounted for over
half, or 52.5 per cent, of all immigrants destined for the labour force. By way of
contrast, the combined blue-collar workers, i.e. construction, manufacturing,
mechanical trades, plus labourers and others, varied from a combined peak of 49.2
per cent in 1957 to less than one-third, or 31.9 per cent, in 1971].

As might be expected, the construction, manufacturing, and mechanical trades
appeared to be most sensitive to variations in unemployment levels. Immigrants
destined for these occupations comprised the highest proportions in 1957 and 1966,
while reaching their lowest relative share in 1961. The extent of the relationship
between the proportion destined for this combined group of occupations and the
average annual percentage unemployed between 1951 and 1971, is indicated by an
- = —0.75. The correlation between unemployment and the proportion intending to
>nter managerial and professional jobs was essentially zero (r = —0.06), while the
correlation between the unemployment level and total annual immigration of those
intending to enter the labour force was —0.60.

One would anticipate some observable effects resulting from changes in
immigration regulations in 1962 and 1967 which placed more stress on “education,
training, and skills” as opposed to ethnic and cultural origins. Unfortunately, these
two dates coincide with the low and high points of average annual percentage
unemployed respectively, so that increasing immigration after 1962 would reflect in
part the consequences of an improving level of economic activity; and, after 1967,
deteriorating employment conditions would mask, in part, the positive effects of the
new “point” system.

The proportion of managerial and professional workers increased significantly
between 1960 and 1962, and then after a small decline resumed its upward trend,
increasing from 23.5 per cent in 1963 to 28.3 per cent in 1967. The percentage
continued to increase after 1967, reaching 34.9 per cent in 1969 before declining to

32.21n 1971.
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Chart 2.6

PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION OF IMMIGRANT ARRIVALS

BY INTENDED OCCUPATIONS
CANADA, 1955-71
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PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL IMMIGRANTS INTENDING TO ENTER MANAGERIAL AND

PROFESSIONAL OCCUPATIONS FOR SELECTED COUNTRIES OF LAST PERMANENT RESIDENCE:
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Chart 2.8

GROWTH OF NATIVE AND FOREIGN-BORN POPULATIONS,
CANADA, 1851-1971
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TABLE 2.6
GROWTH OF FOREIGN AND NATIVE-BORN POPULATION,
CANADA, 1851—1971

Year Total Foreign-born T Native-born Per Cent Foreign-
| Born
1851 2,436,000 460,000 1,976,000 18.9
1861 3,230,000 683,000 2,547,000 21.1
1871 3,605,000 602,000 3,003,000 16.7
1881 4,325,000 603,000 3,722,000 13.9
1891 4,833,000 644,000 4,189,000 13.3
1901 5,371,000 700,000 4,672,000 13.0
1911 7,207,000 1,587,000 5,620,000 22.0
1921 8,788,000 1,956,000 6,832,000 22.3
1931 10,377,000 2,308,000 8,069,000 22.2
1941 11,507,000 2,010,000 9,400,000 17.5
1951 14,009,000 2,060,000 11,950,000 14.7
1961 18,238,000 2,844,000 156,394,000 15.6
1971 21,569,000 3,296,000 18,273,000 15.3

Source: Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Censuses of Canada, 1851 to 1971.
Note:  All figures rounded to the nearest 1,000.

Prairie provinces during the 1901-10 decade. The distribution of immigrants has
changed less through their subsequent movement than through changes in patterns
of intended destinations upon first arriving in Canada. Newly arrived immigrants
can respond more readily than the native-born to changing economic conditions
and move directly to those areas with the greatest economic activity and potential.

For the period since 1946, 52.7 per cent of the 3.5 million immigrants arriving in
Canada indicated that they intended to settle in Ontario. The net result of this
preference may be seen from the fact that over half, or 51.8 per cent, of the
3,296,000 foreign-born living in Canada at the time of the 1971 Census were
residents of Ontario. The Prairie provinces still had the second largest proportion,
16.5 per cent, followed closely by British Columbia and Quebec with 15.1 and 14.2

per cent, respectively.

The patterns of growth for the foreign-born have not been consistent over time,
or by region, as may be seen in Table 2.8. The largest percentage increases took
place in the Prairie provinces and British Columbia during the 1901-10 decade.
However, the Prairies never regained their position of eminence. They showed the
greatest losses during the Depression decade of any region as they also did in 1941-
50. Even during the favorable growth period of the 1951-60 decade, the Prairies
experienced only minimal change (4.1 per cent), and between 1961 and 1971 were
the only region to show a loss of foreign-born population.

The overall growth for the most recent census decade was only half of that for
the previous 10-year period, and the provinces with the best growth records were
Ontario, with 26.2 per cent; Quebec, 20.7 per cent; and, British Columbia, with 17.4
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TABLE 2.8
PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN FOREIGN-BORN BY DECADES FOR CANADA AND
REGIONS, 1901-71

Decades

Region 1901 1911 L1921 1931 1941 i 1951 1961

-1 21 =31 —-41 -51 —61 -7
Canada 1269 | 23.2 180 |~125 | 20* 38.1*| 159
Atlantic Provinces 227 1178 25 |- 76 |[—138*| 214, 103
Quebec 65.2 | 28.7 335 |-11.0 22 69.7 20.7
Ontario 56.7 | 26.4 253 |— 8.8 15.9 59.2 26.2
Prairie Provinces 356.3 | 23.0 8.2 |—19.8 |-154 41 |-105
British Columbia 182.3 | 16.8 226 |— 46 11.3 24.8 17.4
Territories -72.0 -67.2 19.7 | 6.4 19.0 75.0 2.1

Includes Newfoundland. Excluding Newfoundland, percentage increases are 1.8 and 38.0 for
Canada in 194151 and 195161 respectively. For Atlantic Provinces, percentage increases are
-19.8 and 18.2 for 194151 and 1951~61 respectively.

Source: Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Censuses of Canada, 1901 to 1971.

trends suggest that the proportion will continue to increase in the immediate future.

Ethnic and Cultural Origins

Perhaps the most notable effect resulting'from the decade’s immigration,
emigration, and mortality, was the continuing decline of the British-origin
population from 40.5 to 36.1 per cent. The other most significant change from
earlier trends was the increase in Asiatic and other origins from 2.8 to 7.3 per cent.
The long-term increase in major central, eastern, and southern European origins
was not affected by the very small decline between 1961 and 1971 though the data
indicate that the increase for those of Italian origin compensated for declines in
proportions for others in this combined-origin grouping.

Some comment must be made relative to the native-born population inasmuch
as they serve as the standard against which the foreign-born are compared. During
the 1961-70 period, the slight increase in British origins almost totally compensated
for the decline in French origins so that the combined total for these two founding
groups is estimated to have dropped by about one percentage point from 80 to 79
per cent. The remaining major ethnic-origin combinations changed only slightly.

However, when the foreign-born and native-born are combined, the significance
of recent immigration and fertility trends becomes clear. Total British origins
remained relatively unchanged, but those of French origins declined from 30.4 to
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28.7 per cent of the total population, with most of the remaining groups shc
consistent increases at the expense of the French who gained little
immigration and whose declining fertility no longer would compensate
traditional lack of immigration. There is no question that present immigration. ..
fertility trends for Quebec were distinctly unfavourable during the 1961-70 decade
for the maintenance of its traditional share of approximately 30 per cent of the
country’s total population. However, the proportion for Quebec was previously as
low as 27.9 per cent in 1921 when the effects of migration cancelled out the
advantage of higher fertility. The proportion of “other” ethnic origins in the
population is approaching that of the French origins, having reached 26.7 per cent,
compared with 28.7 per cent for the French. Trends in composition of native- and
foreign-born populations by major ethnic-origin groups are presented in Chart 2.10
for 1921 to 1971.

Sex and Age

The characteristically high sex ratios for the foreign-born populations have been
steadily declining towards parity since 1931, and by 1971 had reached 101. This is
partly due to the increasing mortality of the aging surplus of males from the early
immigrations of the 20th century, and partly due to the changing character of post-
war immigration which has varied from the relatively high sex ratios in 1951 to the
surplus of women in 1961, and subsequent cycles in which the deviation from
equality between the sexes, in numbers, has gradually decreased. It would appear
that the surplus of males, which was so characteristic of the early heavy
immigrations, will not happen in the future for any extended period of time, nor
will it continue to characterize the resident population of foreign-born after the last
survivors of that record migration have died. Comparisons between sex ratios for
the foreign-born, immigrants, and native-born can be made in Chart 2.4.

The census of 1951 reflected the maximum aging effect of the survivors of the
immigrations during the early 1900s. Since then, the median age of the foreign-
born population has declined to 42.4 years in 1971 from the maximum of 50.2
recorded in 1951.

This, in combination with a declining birth rate during the 1960s, which caused
an increase in the median age of the native-born from 22.2 to 23.3 years in 1971,
allowed the median age of the total population to remain unchanged from that
reported for the Canadian population in 1961. Since the median age of arriving
immigrants tends to remain fairly constant at around 25 years of age, as was
previously seen in Table 2.3, the only way in which immigrants can have an unusual
effect on the aging of the foreign-born population is through cyclical variations in
the numbers of immigrants arriving in Canada. The effect of large numbers of
arriving immigrants is not unlike that of an increase in the numbers of births for the
native-born population in that it would tend to lower the average age. Similarly, a
decline in numbers of immigrants would contribute to a rapid aging of the
population of foreign-born. The more rapid the decline, the more rapid the aging
process. In Chart 2.11, the rapid increase in median age for the foreign-born
between 1931 and 1941 reflects the low level of immigration during this same
period; and the less rapid increase between 1941 and 1951 reflects the revival of
immigration during the immediate post-war period. Between 1951 and 1961, not
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IMMIGRATION AS A COMPONENT OF GROWTH AND
DISTRIBUTION OF CANADA’S POPULATION, 1941-71

The increase in the foreign-born population from just under one-half million in
1851, to slightly more than 3.25 million in 1971, has been examined in terms of the
character of immigration and its cumulative effects on the resident foreign-born
population. At this point, the recent contributions of Canada’s immigrants to
population growth since the Second World War are examined more closely.

Over the 30 years from 1941 to 1971, the population of Canada nearly doubled.
During this period, the various components of population growth, i.e. births, deaths,
immigration, and emigration, had significantly different effects on population
change: As a consequence, the decade of the 1960s stands out in remarkable
contrast from the two previous decades. While the native- and foreign-born
populations in the 1940s and 1950s showed increased rates of growth over the
previous decades, both populations experienced reversals in this trend during the
1960s. In addition, and contrary to the earlier post-war experience, emigration as a
proportion of immigration rose between 1961 and 1971. The net result was that
Canada’s population increased by only 18.3 per cent or from 18.2 million to 21.6
million people over the decennial period 1961-71. This stands in sharp contrast to
the 30.2 per cent increase registered during the preceding decade, 1951-61, and 21.8
per cent recorded for the earlier decade, 1941-51.

The following analyses examine the nature of the post-war immigrant
contribution to overall growth in relation to emigration and natural increase, as well
as its part in the changing regional distribution of the population.

NATIVE- AND FOREIGN-BORN POPULATIONS

The 9.5 million native-born residents in Canada in 1941 were augmented by the
population of Newfoundland in 1949 (which had a population of 361,000 in 1951
shortly after joining Confederation), and by approximately 11.8 million births in
the following 30 years. After taking into consideration the losses due to mortality
and emigration, the native-born population reached 18,273,000 in 1971. That the
rate of increase was not uniform during this period, is indicated by the rates of
increase for the three intervening decades which were 25.9, 28.8, and 18.7 per cent
respectively.

In contrast, the growth rate for the foreign-born experienced even greater
variation with growth rates of 2.0, 38.1, and 15.9 per cent for the same decades
respectively. Had all the 3.5 million immigrants, who arrived in Canada between
1946 and 1971, either remained in Canada or stayed alive, the foreign-born
population would have been almost 4.5 million instead of the 3,296,000 actually
enumerated in 1971. In fact, it is a bit surprising to realize that more immigrants
actually arrived in Canada after 1945 than the number of foreign-born enumerated
as residents in the 1971 Census. Because of the continuing flow of arrivals, the post-
war immigrant component of the population continued to increase at decennial
rates of 2.0, 38.1, and 15.9 per cent respectively, even though only 67 per cent of all



the arrivals were enumerated as residents in 1971.

However, while post-war immigrants were increasing in numbers, the pre-war
component was declining rapidly, primarily through the effects of mortality on a
rapidly aging population. During the 1940s the pre-war immigrants declined by a
sixth, during the 1950s by a fifth, and during the 1960s by a quarter. By 1971, they
numbered only 954,000, or just 28.9 per cent of the total foreign-born population.

The significance of this rapid decline in the size of the pre-war immigrant group
and rapid gains for post-war immigrants lies not so much in the imbalance in
numbers, which is inevitable given continuing immigration, but in the changing
character of society itself as it continued its transition from agriculture to an
economy increasingly dominated by extractive, manufacturing, and service
activities. The shift from a predominantly rural to a predominantly urban economy
occurred during the 1920s and 1930s. A relatively high proportion of farmers
characterized the pre-war immigrants in contrast to an decreasing proportion
among successive waves of post-war immigrants. Consistent with this was the
under-representation of pre-war immigrants in the professional and technical
occupations. During the post-war years and under the impetus of the post-war
economic boom this deficiency gradually disappeared until the 1956-61 period
when arriving immigrants were disproportionately concentrated in this occupational

group.'

IMMIGRATION, EMIGRATION AND NET MIGRATION

Canadian immigration seems likely to become increasingly important as a
determinant of population growth in the face of declining birth rates and
continuing losses through emigration.” During the post-war years of high fertility,
the percentage of the annual increase in population attributable to net migration
managed to reach a high of 40.9 per cent in 1951, and 37.8 in 1956. The fact that
the contribution of net migration did not exceed these levels during the declining
fertility of the 1960s is only indicative of the complexities of the interrelationships
between the components of population change, and the fact that the historical
trends suggest that periods of high fertility tend to be associated with periods of
high immigration. Both, of course, react in much the same way to changes in the
basic economic climate. For the entire 30-year period, over one-fifth of the
population growth in Canada was due to net immigration. Using quinquennial
periods for analysis, it may be seen that net migration comprised its greatest share
of the increase during the 1966-71 period, and to a slightly lesser extent in the 1951-
61 decade, i.e. 30 and 29 per cent of the increase respectively. On the other hand,
the smallest contribution occurred during the 1941-51 decade during which there
was an actual net out-migration between 1941 and 1946.

A number of changes have occurred during the post-war years in Canada which
appear to have enhanced the nation’s attractiveness to immigrants and her holding

' W.E. Kalbach, The Impact of Immigration on Canada’s Population, 1961 Census monograph (Ottawa:
Information Canada, 1970), pp. 263-7.

2 The Honourable Robert K. Andras, Minister of Manpower and Immigration, statement to the press,
September 15, 1973.
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)ecome a negative factor as deaths exceeded the number of births.

. estimates have indicated that the proportion of total deaths which had
the foreign-born population increased from 0.256 in 1941, to 0.311 in
osroportion of births contributed by the foreign-born increased slightly
in 1941 to 0.114 in 1961 after declining to 0.096 in 1951." Over this
I, the foreign-born’s contribution to natural increase (i.e. excess of births
) varied between zero in 1941 to just three per cent in 1961.

1g that the differentials in age-specific rates for native- and foreign-born

continued through the 1960s, the changes in their relative age-sex
rere of such a nature as to increase their share of the natural increase by
it amount, i.e. from .030 to .032. Going one step further would be to
it the trends in child-woman ratios shown in Table 2.4 indicate
> in the fertility behaviour of native- and foreign-born women. This

would only boost the foreign-born’s contribution to natural increase to

5, of course, no way to determine precisely the extent to which these
\ates for 1971 are representative of the levels of vital rates for the native-
1-born populations, or indicative of recent trends. It is fairly certain,
\at because of their relative magnitudes the foreign-born population will
vach the size of the contribution to natural increase made by the native-
dition, because of the relative sizes of the numbers of births and deaths
> to the foreign-born, it is much more likely that this component of the
will contribute a negative natural increase from time to time, depending
e of aging and fluctuations in numbers of immigrant arrivals. Estimates
ributions by the foreign-born to births and deaths for selected years are
1in Table 3.3.

iRATION AND THE REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF FOREIGN-BORN

»wth and distribution of the foreign-born population by provinces has
:n examined in a previous section for the historical period 1851 to 1971.
here shifts to the post-war period and a more detailed analysis of the
spersion of the foreign-born and changes by period of immigration.

rison of the distibutions of total foreign-born for Canada’s regions in
971 has already shown the relative gains made by Ontario, Quebec, and
umbia and losses for the other provinces. All regions, except the Prairies,
d increases in the absolute size of their foreign-born population.
in the Atlantic provinces and the Territories the increases were not
y increase their proportionate share of the total. Out of every 100 foreign-
in Canada in 1971, 52 lived in Ontario, 17 in the Prairies, 15 in British
and 14 in Quebec.

erall significance of the changing distribution of the foreign-born can
:n in relation to the native-born. The regional distribution of the bulk of
y’s population is somewhat less lopsided, yet like the foreign-born, is

lalbach, The Impuct of Immigration on Canada’s Popularion (Ottawa: Information Canada, 1970),
114.
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Year Births
— ] .
1971* 0.157
1971** 0.119
1961 0.114
1951 0.096
1941 0.11

_—_—

TABLE 3.3
ESTIMATED PROPORTIONS OF TOTAL BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND NATURAL INCREASE

ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION FOR
SELECTED YEARS

Deaths Natural Increase
0.238 0.040
0.238 0.032
0.311 0.030
0.279 0.011
0.256 0.000

Assuming convergence in fertility rates of native and foreign-born women.

**  Assuming continuation of the same differentials in age-sex specific fertifity and mortality
rates as observed in 1961.
Source: For years prior to 1971, see W.E. Kalbach, The Impact of Immigration on Canada’s
Population, {Ottawa: The Queen’s Printer, 1970), Table 3.8, p. 115.

found with the relatively greatest numbers in Ontario, 33 per cent, followed by
Quebec with 30 per cent. The interesting aspect of the change between 1961 and
1971 is that Quebec lost ground while Ontario gained. Of the remaining regions, as
may be seen in Table 3.4, only British Columbia and the Territories actually gained

in relative size.

TABLE 3.4
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS OF THE NATIVE AND FOREIGN-BORN BY
REGIONS, CANADA, 1961 AND 1971

Native-Born Foreign-Born

Region r—-—v‘j————‘ﬁ
1961 1971 1961 1971

_
Atlantic 11.9 10.8 2.3 1.2
Quebec 31.6 304 13.6 14.2
Ontario ! 31.7 32.8 47.6 51.8
Prairies | 187 16.5 21.4 16.6
British Columbia { 7.8 9.2 14.9 15.1
Territories 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.1
Total l 99.9 100.0 100.0 100.0

Using measures of relative concentration gives a slightly different perspective to
the distributional picture. Data in Table 3.5 show that British Columbia had the
highest relative concentration of foreign-born of any province in 1971, closely
followed by Ontario. Thus it may be said that the relative concentration of the
foreign-born population in British Columbia was 48 per cent greater than its



proportionate share of the total Canadian population. Similarly, the proportion of
foreign-born in the Atlantic region was slightly less than one-quarter of the total

proportion for Canada.

TABLE 3.5
PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION FOREIGN-BORN FOR CANADA'S REGIONS,
AND INDICES OF RELATIVE CONCENTRATION, 1961 AND 1971

Region Foreign-Born as a Percentage of the Index of Relative
Regional Population Concentration
T

1961 1971 1961 1971
Atlantic Provinces 3.5 3.6 22 24
Quebec 74 7.8 47 \ 51
Ontario 21.7 222 139 145
Prairie Provinces 19.1 15.4 122 101
British Columbia™ 26.0 22.7 167 148
Territories 12.4 9.0 80 59

Total Canada 15.6 16.3
26.0

* The IRC for British Columbia = 56 x 100 = 167

By this measure, British Columbia has the highest relative concentration of
foreign-born, while the Atlantic provinces show the least. Furthermore, by
comparing these data with similar indices calculated on the 1961 census data, it
may be readily seen that British Columbia experienced a relatively sharp drop
during the decade, along with the Prairies and Territories. On the other hand,
Ontario showed an increase in its relative concentration of foreign-born, as did
Quebec and the Atlantic provinces which have had the lowest relative
concentrations of foreign-born in the past.

Data on the foreign-born population, by period of immigration, permit an
examination of the relative contributions of the various “period of immigration”
groups to the changes in the distributions of the foreign-born by regions, during the
1961-71 decade. However, it must be remembered that these changes reflect more
than shifts in distributions through migration. They also reflect regional differences
in mortality and emigration from the country as well as to other provinces. Thus,
the changes in the regional distributions of the foreign-born shown in Table 3.6,
between 1961 and 1971 reflect the net effect of a combination of factors acting on
the population. For example, the older foreign-born population, i.e. pre-war
immigrants, because of the combined effects of mortality and migration, have
increased their proportions of the Canada total living in Ontario and British
Columbia. The slight increase for the latter, from 18.4 to 19.3 per cent, is consistent
with British Columbia’s reputation as a destination for retired persons.

The same pattern of change is considerably more apparent for the post-war
immigrants arriving in Canada between 1946 and 1961. In addition, these post-war
immigrants exhibit a much greater concentration in Ontario than either the earlier
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TABLE 3.6 :
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS OF PRE-WAR AND POST-WAR IMMIGRANTS BY
PROVINCE AND RESIDENCE IN 1961 AND 1971

L Pre-War Immigrants Post-War Immigrants

Region | Arriving 1946-61 Arriving 1961-71

: D
1961 1971 1961 ‘ 1971 1971
Atlantic Provinces 26 25 2.1 ) 1.7 2.4
Quebec 10.5 10.2 16.4 ‘ 14.4 17.7
Ontario 38.9 40.0 55.3 YR 55.7
Prairie Provinces 29.5 27.8 141 | 127 11.0
British Columbia 18.4 19.3 11.8 [ 13.5 13.1
Territories 0.1 0.1 0.2 } 0.1 0.2

1

Total 100.0 99.9 | 999 | 9938 100.1

or the most recent arrivals. In 1971, 57.4 per cent of their numbers were residing in
Ontario, compared with 40.0 per cent of the pre-war group, and 55.7 per cent of
those arriving during the 1961-71 decade. In contrast, the most recent immigrants
had higher proportions of their total numbers residing in the Atlantic provinces,
Quebec, and the Territories, than did the earlier group of post-war immigrants. The
pre-war immigrants are still characterized by their relatively greater proportions
residing in the Atlantic and Prairie provinces, as well as British Columbia which was

previously mentioned.

Thus it has been shown that the changes in the distribution of the foreign-born
have not been consistent between the groups who have been in Canada for differing
lengths of time. The oldest group of immigrants show a shift to British Columbia
and Ontario as do the immediate post-war immigrants, but both groups differ
somewhat from the most recent immigrants of the 1961-71 period who showed a
somewhat greater net preference for Quebec and the Atlantic provinces. While
indicative of new trends in regional preferences, these findings should not detract
from the very significant fact that Quebec and Ontarioc combined accounted for 73
per cent of the net immigrants who had arrived during the 1961-71 period. With
British Columbia, their total share increased to 86 per cent of the total decade’s
immigrants still residing in Canada at the time of the 1971 Census.

It cannot be too strongly emphasized at this point that the differences in regional
distributions noted above are the result of more than the original preferences for
regions of settlement. Changes in plans leading to settlement in some other
province, subsequent emigration from the country or to some other province, and
differences in the number of deaths, each affect the final distribution observed at

the time of the census.

Using statements of intended destinations made by immigrants who arrived
during the 1956-61 period and comparing these data with the actual settlement
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EFFECTS OF RECENT IMMIGRATION
AS REFLECTED IN THE 1971 CENSUS

Changes in the foreign-born population between censuses are the result of
immigration, emigration, and mortality.! Thus a direct comparison of the foreign-
born populations on two census dates does not provide a direct estimate of the
effects of immigration alone. However, with additional information on period of
immigration for the foreign-born resident in Canada at the time of the census, it is
possible to answer two important questions concerning the significance of
immigration: (1) What would have been the nature of the foreign-born population
in 1971 had no further immigration occurred during the intercensal period and, (2)
In what ways did the immigration of the 1961-71 period change the foreign-born
population? Being able to identify those foreign-born in 1971 who had been
residents of Canada at the time of the 1961 Census, as well as those who arrived in
Canada during the intercensal period, allows us to determine the nature of the
change contributed by recent immigrants, as well as the consequences of halting the
inflow of immigrants for a definite period of time. Regardless of the likelihood of
the latter occurring, it does provide a benchmark against which the actual changes
can be measured. Thus, the differences between the two, 1.e. the actual foreign-born
population in 1971 and what it would have been under conditions of zero
immigration, represent the net effects of immigration, both being subjected to the
same mortality conditions and having similar opportunities for emigration during
the intercensal period.

ETHNIC ORIGINS OF THE FOREIGN-BORN

Data in Table 4.1 permit us to answer the question “How different would the
ethnic-origin composition have been had no immigration occurred during the
intercensal decade?” or “How much did immigration affect the ethnic composition
of Canada’s population during the last decade?”. This is not quite the same as
noting the percentage change in the two distributions of the foreign-born
populations in 1961 and 1971. What the latter procedure would fail to take into
account would be the effects of emigration and mortality. Generally, the number of
foreign-born who were residing in Canada in 1961, and were still residents in 1971,
would be less at the latter date than at the former, since their numbers can change
only through deaths or emigration. Thus, to affect the proportionate share of a
particular ethnic group in a positive sense, immigration must not only make up the
deficit incurred through emigration and mortality, but provide an additional
increment that would produce a rate of growth as large as or larger than that
experienced by the total foreign-born population.

Comparing columns 1 and 4 of Table 4.1 will show that of the five major ethnic
groupings presented, only the foreign-born of Italian and other European ethnic
origins, and Asiatic and other origins experienced sufficient gains through

1 . . .

Changes may also reflect response and sampling errors, errors of enumeration and processing, as well as
changes in definitions and enumeration procedures. For purposes of this analysis, variations from these sources
are assumed to be relatively unimportant.
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TABLE 4.1

MAJOR ETHNIC ORIGIN GROUPINGS FOR NATIVE-BORN AND FOREIGN-BORN,

BY PERIOD OF IMMIGRATION, CANADA: 1961 AND 1971

(Percentage Distribution)

Foreign-Born Native-Born Total
1971 Census
Period of Immigration
Ethnic Origin 1961 Census Prior to 1961 1961-71 Total 1961 1971 1961 1971
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) {8)
British 405 38.7 30.6 36.1 44 5 46.2 43.8 44.6
French 3.1 3.1 4.0 3.4 35.4 33.2 30.4 28.7
Major Europe {except
southern)* 33.6 35.6 15.2 29.2 13.8 14.0 16.9 16.3
ltalian and other
European 20.0 19.8 33.0 24.0 3.0 3.5 5.7 6.7
Asiatic and other
Qrigins 28 2.7 17.2 7.3 3.3 3.1 3.2 3.7
Total:
Per Cent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number ('000) 2,844 2,240 1,056 3,296 15,394 18,273 18,238 21,568

*

European”.

Includes German, Netherlander, Scandinavian, Hungarian, Polish, Russian, and Ukrainian only. All other European origins are included in ““ltalian and Other










TABLE 4.3
MAJOR GROUPINGS OF THE FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION BY COUNTRY
OF BIRTH, 1961 AND 1971, AND BY PERIOD OF IMMIGRATION, 1971, CANADA

{Percentages)
1971 Census

Country of Birth 1961 Census Period of Immigration
1961 1961-71 Total
United Kingdom 341 32.0 204 28.3
United States 10.0 9.3 9.7 94
France 1.3 1.2 24 1.6
Major European™ J 30.2 32.0 11.0 25.3
Italy & other European 20.1 ‘ 21.0 32.3 24.6
Asian and others 4.3 ‘ 4.6 24.2 10.8

l

Total [ 100.0 i 100.1 100.0 100.0

*

Includes Germany, Netherlands, Scandinavia, Repubtic of Ireland, Hungary, Poland and Russia.

SEX AND AGE CHARACTERISTICS

Sex Ratios

In 1961, there were 107.4 males for every 100 females in the resident foreign-
born population. Migration and mortality during the 1961-71 period caused a
significant reduction in the surplus of males and a continuation of the long-term
decline since 1911. By 1971, the sex ratio for the foreign-born population was
101.1. Had there been no immigration at all during this period, the sex ratio for the
foreign-born in 1971 would have been only slightly higher than that which actually
occurred. The sex ratio of 101.8 that would have resulted from a discontinuation of
immigration after 1961 was reduced only slightly by the excess of females among
those who did arrive during the intercensal period and were still resident in Canada
at the time of the 1971 Census.

Left unaltered by newly arriving immigrants, sex ratios for five-year age groups
of the foreign-born resident in 1961, as well as 1971, would be simply displaced
along the age continuum by 10 years, with the sex ratios of the older age groups
increasingly reduced because of the greater risk of mortality experienced by the
older male age groups vis-a-vis females. Superimposed over this distribution is that
of the resident foreign-born, in 1971, who had arrived during the preceding
intercensal decade. Since this latter group is characterized by a slight deficiency of
males, i.e. a sex ratio of 99.8, the net result 1s a combined distribution with a sex
ratio of 101.1. The interesting feature of these net immigrants is the uneven
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TABLE 4.4
SEX RATIOS OF FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION BY YEAR OF RESIDENCE
AND PERIOD OF IMMIGRATION FOR 1971

Year of Residence and Period of Immigration Sex Ratio Number
1961 foreign-born population 107.4 2,844,263
1971 foreign-born population:
Arrived prior to 1961 Census ' 101.8 2,239,940
Arrived during 1961-71 period ‘ 99.8 1,055,590
Total foreign-born population 101.1 3,295,530

distribution of males and females throughout the age range. Significant difficiencies
of males between 15 and 30 years of age, peaking in the 20-24 year age group, and
rapid declines after the age of 50, suggest the growing importance of young female
workers and older female dependants to the character of Canada’s net migration.
Only between the ages of 30 and 50 years are high sex ratios found, e.g. 115, and
then only for the two age groups 35-39 and 40-44. Distributions of sex ratios by age
for the resident foreign-born in 1971 by period of immigration, and for the
combined total foreign-born population are shown in Chart 4.1.

Age Characteristics

Distributions by five-year age groups for males and females are shown in Chart
4.2 for the total foreign-born population in 1971 and by period of immigration for
the intercensal period. For each sex, the total distribution for 1971 is simply the sum
of the two distributions for those who immigrated to Canada prior to 1961 and
those who arrived between the censuses of 1961 and 1971.

The differences between the two periods of immigration age distribution are
highly significant and clearly show how the age character of recent arrivals
combines with earlier immigrants to produce a “younging” effect. Any change in
economic or political conditions that would tend to shut off immigration, either
temporarily or permanently, automatically creates an imbalance in the age
structure. Cutting off immigration would, first, increase the ratio of the older
dependent population to those in the labour-force age group as the foreign-born
continued to age beyond 65 years; and, secondly, stopping the input of younger
adults into the labour force would reduce the numbers in the productive years who
contribute to the support of the dependent population. Ultimately, of course,
without renewed immigration, the foreign-born would die out and this imbalance
would cease. However, the disruptive effects of such an imbalance would be felt for
a considerable number of years. In short, there is much to be said for minimizing
the disruptive tendencies created by fluctuations in immigration through selective
control; or, as has been previously suggested, using immigration to stabilize
fluctuations in the age structure of the native-born caused by variations in their
fertility rate.
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Chart 4.1

SEX RATIOS BY AGE AND PERIOD OF IMMIGRATION,
FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION, CANADA, 1971

o]
;£°o — (NUMBER.OF MALES PER 100 FEMALES)
Y Arrived before
{10 — 1961
L Y
100 : A wrase £ )
1971\
90 — Census \
Arrived 1961-7 \
80 —
70 — :
%
60 |—
50 L— o
N R T O T T P T D B J

0-4 [0-14 20-24  30-34  40-44 50-54  60-64 70+
5-9 15-19  25-29 35-39 45-49 55-59  65-69
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SOURCE: 1971 Census of Canada.

Median Age of the Foreign-Born Population. Without replacement by continuing
immigration, the foreign-born population would tend to age quite rapidly. This is
illustrated by the data in Table 4.5. The median age of the foreign-born in 1961
was 45.0 years for males, and 44.5 years for females. By 1971, the median age for
the survivors of this foreign-born population after a decade would have increased to
49.7 and 51.3 years for males and females respectively.

Relatively heavy immigration during the 1961-71 decade by young adults
(median age approximately 25 years upon arrival in Canada) had contributed
approximately 1,056,000 persons to the resident population. Median ages for males
and females in this population of net immigrants were 27.2 and 27.0 years
respectively. Their addition to the foreign-born population surviving from the 1961
Census reduced the overall age of the foreign-born population in 1971 to below
what it had been in 1961, with a greater reduction for males than females.

Considering the combined foreign-born population and the fact that the 1961-
71 immigration tended to reduce the average age of the foreign-born, their
contribution to the age structure of the total population was still an aging effect,
since the much larger native-born population, with a median age of 26.3 years in
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Chart 4.2

FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION BY AGE,
AND PERIOD OF IMMIGRATION, CANADA, 97|
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TABLE 45
MEDIAN AGES OF FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION BY YEAR OF RESIDENCE
AND PERIOD OF IMMIGRATION FOR 1971

Median Age
Year of Residence and Period of Immigration Males Females
1961 foreign-born population ' 45.0 44.5
1971 foreign-born population:
Arrived prior to 1961 Census 497 51.3
Arrived during 1961—71 petiod 272 27.0
Total foreign-born population 41.8 43.0

1971, was considerably younger. However, this aging effect is again overstated in
that the native-born offspring of the foreign-born are included with the total native-
born population. If the second generation could be more readily identified, and
included as part of the total contribution of the foreign-born to Canada’s age
structure, their median age would be considerably lower than that shown in Table

4.5.

The Labour Force Age Group. Table 4.6 shows the actual distribution of males
and females for the age group 15-64 years and the two subgroups comprising the
younger and older segments of the traditional labour-force age range. Of interest
here are the percentages in column 4 which indicate the relative increases in the size
of the age group over what they would have been had no immigration occurred
during 1961-71.

The percentage increases verify what one would expect to find given knowledge
of the age distributions of arriving immigrants. Because of the disproportionate
numbers of young adults, the immigration from 1961 to 1971 produced a 78.1-per-
cent increase in the size of the male age group 15-44 years over what it would have
been had no immigration occurred. The relative contribution for the older age
group was only an 11.5-per-cent increase while the increase for those 65 years and
over was a mere 3.2 per cent.

The pattern for females was similar, except for somewhat larger percentage
increases for all age groups. In addition, immigration during the 1961-71 period
had a significant effect on the 15-29 year age group of females, which is of
particular interest and importance with respect to the reproductive potential of the
foreign-born population. This generally high fertility age group increased by 131
per cent over what it would have been had immigration ceased. While immigration
produces a favourable age distribution vis-a-vis fertility potential, other factors
must be acting as effective deterrents since data from the 1961 Census clearly
indicated a lower fertility for the foreign-born as opposed to native-born women.

58



6§

TABLE 4.6

SELECTED AGE GROUPS BY SEX FOR FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION, 1961 AND 1971, BY PERIOD
OF IMMIGRATION WITH PERCENTAGE INCREASE OF TOTAL FOREIGN-BORN IN 1971 OVER

FOREIGN- BORN RESIDENT IN 1971 BUT IMMIGRATING BEFORE 1961

(m

(2)

(3) (4) {5) (6)
1971 Census
Total Foreign-Born Population as Percentage Percentage Percentage
Sex Age Group | 1961 Census Immigrated Total | Increase over Foreign-Born Poputation Immigrating Incre.ase In Increase In
Before 1961 Before 1961 Foreign- Native-
(3) = (2) x 100 Born Born
196171 196171

Males 15—-44 596,341 435,435 778,600 78.1 30.6 259
45—-64 461,141 389,970 434,675 11.5 — 57 34.8
15—64 1,067,482 825,405 1,213,275 47.0 14,7 28.3
65 275,949 288,770 297,965 3.2 8.0 21.7
Females 15—29 220,173 149,885 346,420 131.1 57.3 443
3044 345,951 245,495 387,455 57.8 12.0 1.2
15—-44 566,124 395,380 733,875 85.6 29.6 241
4564 411,758 378,750 429,350 134 4.3 40.8
15—-64 977,882 774,130 1,163,225 50.3 19.0 28.5
65 263,930 320,995 338,440 54 28.2 375




HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS'

Trends in Households'

Between 1961 and 1971, the number of households in Canada increased by 32.6
per cent, while the total population increased by 18.3 per cent. Because of the
difference in growth rates, it was inevitable that the average persons per household
should decline. During the 1961-71 decade, the average appeared to decline at an
almost constant rate, from 3.9 to 3.5. However, rates of increase in households and
declines in average size were not uniform throughout the country. As in 1961, the
provinces of eastern Canada had the largest households, with Newfoundland at 4.6
persons being the largest in Canada. Of the three provinces receiving the most
immigrants during this period, Quebec was the only one with a rate of increase in
households and an average size above the national average. While the number of
households increased at an above-average rate in both Ontario and British
Columbia, their average household size was lower than that for Canada as a whole.
With an average size of 3.2, British Columbia had the smallest households.

Rural-urban differences are evident with all urban areas showing an average
household size of 3.4 versus 3.9 for rural areas. The former is itself an average of
values ranging from 3.2 for urban populations of 500,000 or more, to 3.6 for those
under 30,000. Regional variations in rural-urban differences similar to those already
mentioned may be observed with the highest averages for rural and urban
populations found in Newfoundland with 4.5 and 4.8 respectively, and the lowest in
British Columbia at 3.1 and 3.5.

Households with Foreign-Born Heads. In 1971, there were approximately
1,404,000 households, or 23 per cent, with immigrant heads, compared with 25 per
cent in 1961. This indicates that the number of households with foreign-born heads
failed to increase as rapidly as those with native-born heads during the intercensal
decade. The population and number of households for foreign-born and native-
born for 1961 and 1971, with percentage change for the 1961-71 period, are
presented in Table 4.7.

Comparisons of the percentage increases for native- and foreign-born
households and populations would suggest that the decline in average household
size for the foreign-born head was not as great as that for the native-born.
Comparable data on average (mean) size of household by nativity is not available

' For purposes of the Census, a houschold consists of a person or group of persons occupying one dwelling. It
usually consists of a family group (with or without lodgers, employees, etc.) but may consist of two or more
families, a group of unrelated persons, or one person living alone. Census household reports cxclude “collective”
households (i.e. hotels, large lodging houses, institutions, hospitals, military camps, etc.).

For census purposcs every household must have a head. It is the husband if both husband and wifc are present,
the parent if living with unmarried children, or any member of a group sharing a dwelling equally.

A family is defined as a husband and wife (with or without children) or a parent with one or more children
never marricd. living in the same dwelling, or a man or woman living with a guardianship child or ward under
21 years for whom no pay is received.

Families are classified as primary families, if they maintain their own household, or secondary families.

Secondary families are classified on the basis of their relationship to the household head.

Sce Census of Canada, 1971, (Cataloguce No. 93-712. vol. 2. Household and Family Status of Individuals.)
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TABLE 4.7

POPULATION AND NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS BY NATIVITY OF HEAD, 1961 AND 1971,

AND PERCENTAGE CHANGE, CANADA, 196171

Number Percentage Change
Population
1961 1971 1961-71
Households with foreign-born heads 1,137,208 1,404,020 235
Foreign-born population 2,844,000 3,296,000 159
Households with native-born heads 3,417,528 4,637,282 35.7
Native-born population 15,394,000 | 18,273,000 18.7
Total households 4,555,000 6,041,000 32.6
Total population 18,238,000 | 21,569,000 18.3

for both 1961 and 1971, nor is the average (mean) size of native-born household
heads for 1971. However, it is available for total households and for households
with foreign-born heads in 1971, and these are shown in Table 4.8, along with
median sizes of housecholds by nativity of household head, which can be calculated

from available data.

TABLE 4.8

MEAN AND MEDIAN NUMBER OF PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD BY NATIVITY OF HEAD
AND FOR URBAN AND RURAL AREAS

Total Foreign-Born Native-Born
Area Households Heads Heads
Mean Size
Canada 35 3.2 —
Urban 34 3.2 -
Rural 3.9 3.1 —
Median Size
Canada 3.2 28 3.3
Urban 3.1 29 3.1
Rural 3.5 25 3.6

From the “mean” size of household data, it can be inferred that households
with native-born heads were larger than those with foreign-born heads, and that
the differences would be greater in rural areas than in urban areas. Keeping in mind
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PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN NUMBERS OF FAMILIES BY TYPE FOR FOREIGN-
BORN AND NATIVE-BORN FAMILY HEADS, 196171

1961 Foreign-Born and
Same Cohort in 1971 Foreign-Born Native-Born
Type of Family Still Resident in Canada 1961 and 1971 1961 and 1971
Primary —11.7 18.2 28.0
Secondary: —69.1 —-34.9 -30.2
Related —b3.7 -9.3 —-26.4
Lodging —88.2 —64.6 —42.3
Other —50.5 -354 -21.0
TOTAL —15.8 14.4 249

Type of Family by Age of Head. There is no doubt that the predominant family
form is the single household occupied by a primary-type family. However, there are
significant variations by age of the family head which appear to be related to the
family life-cycle and the relative degree of economic independence attained by the
family head.

Generally speaking, the proportion of primary-type families increases with age
of family head until about middle age, at which point it begins to decline. The
proportion of secondary families, i.e. related, lodging, and others, will of course
vary in reverse fashion as one is the complement of the other. Most of the upturn in
the proportion of secondary families past middle age is a result of an increasing
proportion of related families rather than lodging or other types. Younger persons,
who are not heads of primary families themselves, would more likely be heads of
related families living with parents or parents-in-law. Likewise, there seems to be a
preference on the part of older family heads to live in the same household with a
son’s or daughter’s family; and the preference of both the younger and older heads
of families for this form of living arrangement in comparison to lodging-type
families was stronger in 1971 than in 1961.

The proportion of primary families increased from 88.5 per cent for all heads
under 25 years of age in 1971 to a maximum of 98.7 per cent for heads 45-54 years
of age, and then declined to 95.9 per cent for those 65 years of age and older. While
foreign-born heads had somewhat smaller proportions in the younger and older age
groups, their maximum of 98.3 per cent for the 45-54 year age group was almost
identical to the native-born.

Consistent with trends in household and family size, both native-born and
foreign-born heads of families showed reductions in the relative numbers of
secondary families at all age levels between 1961 and 1971. The reduction was















native-born, the only ethnic origin groups to show an overall increase were the
British, Italian and other (mostly southern) European, and Asiatics and other non-
European origins. Each of these achieved higher proportions of the total population
in 1971 than they had in 1961.

2. Country of Birth. Immigration had a negative effect on the relative sizes of the
foreign-born population born in the United Kingdom, the major European
countries (excluding those of southern Europe), and to a lesser extent, those born in
the United States. In other words, in the absence of immigration these groups would
not have declined as much. Conversely, immigration made significant contributions
to the increasing proportions of those born in France, Italy and other (lesser)
European countries, and in Asian and other non-European countries.

3. The Balance between Males and Females. The excess of males, which has been
the traditional distinguishing characteristic of Canada’s foreign-born, continued to
decline. The excess of females among immigrants arriving during the 1961-71
period contributed to a further decline in the overall sex ratios and reduced the ratio
by approximately one per cent less than it would have been had no immigration
occurred. A continuation of this trend, plus the continuing effects of mortality and
emigration, should bring the sex ratio to parity, or below, in the not-too-distant
future.

4. Changes in the Age Structure. Without continuing immigration, the foreign-
born population ages rapidly. Immigration during the 1961-71 intercensal period
effectively reduced the average age of the foreign-born population by
approximately eight years below what it would have been with no immigration. Not
only does immigration bring in individuals of prime working ages but this injection
of young adults tends to counteract the aging effects of the foreign-born and at the
same time reduces the dependency ratios among this segment of the population.

5. Households with Foreign-Born Heads. These households failed to keep pace
with the growth of households with native-born heads. However, the general
decline in household size was not as great for the foreign-born as it was for the

native-born.

6. Family Size. Families with foreign-born heads were generally smaller than
those with native-born heads, and this was true for all ages of family heads. Recent
immigrants, with family heads under 45 years of age, reported smaller families than
those who had been in Canada for a longer period of time, i.e. prior to 1961. On the
other hand, recent immigrants over 45 years of age reported larger families than
those of similar age who had been living in Canada since 1961. The overall effect of
immigration has been a convergence in family size between those with native-born
and foreign-born heads. Changes in the age distribution of family heads over the
10-year period were the most significant factor for foreign-born heads, while
changing family size appears to have been the major factor underlying changes in
the size of families with native-born heads.

7. Number of Children under 25 Years of Age at Home. The trends for number of
children at home are consistent with those for family size reported above. The trend
is also towards convergence with families having native-born heads where the
number of children has been declining. Without immigration, the number of
children still at home in families with foreign-born heads would have continued to
increase, but the influx of recent immigrants with greater numbers of children


















POPULATION PROJECTIONS

Of the many series in the CIPS projection, three have been selected for purposes
of illustration. These are the “limiting” projections, i.e. the highest, the lowest and
the “medium” projections. The latter consists of “medium” assumptions with
respect to fertility and net migration, and high internal migration. These projections
are shown graphically in Chart 5.1.

Chart 5.1

CANADA'S POPULATION, 1911-71, AND, MINIMUM, MAXIMUM
AND MEDIUM PROJECTIONS TO 200l
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According to this particular projection model, therefore, the possible population
at the end of the century, and at the half-way point of the projection period, is as
follows:

1986 2001

(millions) (millions)
Minimum 24.1 25.9
Medium 28.3 36.2
Maximum 30.9 43.7

As we have indicated, users of these projections who want a single figure will
probably choose the “medium” projection as the most likely outcome. The
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