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An Account of Hindu . lmmigratiqn to the 

Dominion 

By 

A HINDU-CANADIAN 

WHA'l' COULD YOU DO ? 

If you don't fhid ybur kind of work in the list below, keep thit1kil1g and asking 

and hunting till yott do, then do it. 

Form' an Associatio11 fot bringing about a· better understanding betwee11 Canada 

anf. India. 
Buy some literature on tlie question and give it to friends, clubs, librar,es,. 

debatil1g societies, at meetings and in letters. 

Write a letter, or better stm, an artic1e to the press about thJ.s ca1tse. 

Ask yoiu· ntinistet to preach on it , 

Speak if yo1t cati, or get up a meeting, and thus introduce the subject to all 

organizations. I11tetview or write to the legislators for an equitab1e adjustment of 

thio case. 
Help artd give solrlething, Time, Service or Money. 

For further ihfortnation and literature • apply to 

the Secretary, Canada lndia Committee, Room 3, 

Number 21, Richmond Street West, Toronto, 

Canada. 

1916 
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The migration of _peoples from one -part of 

the world to another is always interesting 

and especially is this the case with the Hindus 

of India, who in the :past settled in Java, Su­

matra and other islands of the Indian AI·chi­

pelago. The :modern mo-vements of these 

:people constitute a story of absorbing im­

portance. ~he ±act that the Hindus .ha,e not 

emigrated to other parts of the -worJd, but 

have :practically remained isolated and unto 

themselves, gives the movement of the Sikhs 

to Canada its significance. The Hindus of 

Tecent yeaTS .ha,e moved in batches to South 

Africa, .Australia, the British West Indies, 

the Strnits Settlements and the Far .East. ~o 

all these countries they go generally from 

certain well-denned areas. One can almost 

})Oint with a linger the particular locality on 

the map horn which the emigTants go to these 

parts of the world. The Hindus who have 

come to Canada aTe mostly Sikhs. They are 

from the Punjab and from a few districts 

round about LahoTe. The density of popula­

tion there is more than one per acTe. They 

depend almost entirely on agriculture. There 

are hardly any industries to speak of, and it 

is :primarily because of the o,ercrowded state 

of agriculture that the Sikh who is fond of 

fresh _pastures goes _abroad. 

~he fust Sikhs to see Canada., I ha,e been 

told, "\Tere those retmning to India after the 

Diamond J--ubilee celebration in London. They 

saw the vast prairies of this great Dominion, 

1'"hich are not unlike the plains of the Pun­

jab. There were the waving crops of wheat, 

which is raised so well in their own province. 

It was not till 190-! that a very small number 

of these hardy men crossed from .Hongkong 

to -Vancouver. At :first when they came it 

was hard to get work, but as soon as they 

gained their way, they found plenty to do. 

1,heir employers reco:rnm_ended these men to 

others for the hard-wmking and steady habits 

of the Sikhs. I ha,e heard of the privations 

and hardships of these men when they c.ame 

here first. One- case I pecially remember~ 

a Sikh new-co~er, who lived entirely on po­

tatoes -- like 9ur friend_~, the Irishmen, for 

quite a considerable period. 

- There was no org~ized effort on the part 

of the Sikhs coming -to Canada. It" was all 

spontan..eous. These men wrote back to their _ 

friends in the Far East of the great oppor-

stream of men from N ortb India, wlio work 

as policemen, soldiers and in various other 

capacitie£. This class was the next to · come; 

T_hey came in small parties irqm .Hongkong., 

Shanghai, Manchuria and the Straits Bettle- · 

:ments. They were accusto.m.ed to British 

laws and institutions. .Th.en came the :peasant 

proprietors of the Punjab, who :mortgaged 

the small :pieces of land handed down by· · 

their ancestors, ana w_ho staked their al.1 o:n 

the great ,enture. 

I-t was in the years 1903 to J9.08 t1rat most · 

of the Sikhs now domiciled in Canada.· landed 

in this country. They were t:all and· wiry 

men of iine physique. They CIDne hom a 

cold climate and were used to roughing it, as 

they say out West. -

T_he Chinese were the :fir_st of the Oriental 

newscomers; the Japanese wer.e next to iol--

low; and the Sikhs came last of all. In 

190, -08 there was _a :financial pan.ie, and the-­

results were spread far and wide: w ·qrk was 

hard to get, but the Sikhs, by the.ir p_r_actical 

self-denial and :helping each other, tided over 

the hard times. The Chinese, having a. Gov­

ernment of their own, are represented by 

consuls, who take care of their interests. The 

Japanese can protect their nationals abro.ad, 

as is known to all. .But with the Sikhs it was 

otherwise. Tiuring the stringeney a - great 

agitation was set on foot .ag.ainst the O?ien­

tals. Racial prejudice and passigns rose high. 

Riots occurred against the Chinese and_ Ja_p­

anese in 1907, and I :h.a;ve been -to1d-of a ·rn.ry 

anxious night which the ~ ·spent 1n their • 

meet ing house in -Vancouve_r in 1.908 _ whfl:ll 

they heard rumors that thiH- wavB of fury 

and _passion was to be let )oose _ on th.em. 

The Dominion Government, ~ough a .Royal -

Commission, paid cmnpensation for _- dam.ages -

to _property and loss of bUBiness, -and ~..ffered - _ 

apologies to the Chinese and Japane_se. _ ~he 

Hindus, _who were British .subjects, had co:m.e 

to British Columbia in 1907 in only one-tlµ:r_d 

as many numbers as the Japanese, -and many-

of t"4em, ac.cording to eVI.den~~ t~en oii.:;_: -

oath, as- a result of the immigration _propa- _ -

ganda of certain Canadian interests. 

But som_ehow a malieion.s agitation was­

started- against our people. Mis-statements 

and·misre_pre.sentation became the ordel'. of the_ 

day. The ide.a seemed to be, when notbing­

else -Wa~ on, to ·start a scare -about· the Hindu. 

peril. Confidential agents - e..nt ~Q.~ Briti&h. • 
,... _,_ __ _ , _. , _ • .._ _ 1~~ 1.- .;,,f,, t l ,,, t,-nnhlP nn hi,h;l f 
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- _pigeon-h~led~ !Vhy _· t1:1e afith.ori_tie·s were : so 

anxrous about the· Hbidus 11000.dy kn.ew. and 

. ___ nothing. ~as-said, abou·t it: -Som~times it_ was 

-~: ~aii t"he- climate ·w s -~orking havoc ·orl. . the 

-•• Silrn. - .Afpther ti~es- the grhund of.-complaint 

: ·.:-:~- was that the Hmdus· .h~d no work. The Hindu 

._"- .::~_

0

;,7~p.ke ·tbe r~st : of u~, _ ~e~t on, needless ·" of the 

;~·,:~·:·,-"""--.-:.. __ - keen interest manifested on his behalf. ·when 
'c:: • - -:;~~ , -: , it_ was reported . that -the Sikhs were starving, 

----"_ , • .and ~verybody ~as- :feeling the effect of hard 

. -- :· --_· tim;es; the Jlin.dus,-ih spite of prejudice,· built 

--?:-::\,_:a meeting~ouse 'wo~tk $7,0oo· for the worship 

- of God, 0th; .F.ather of a11. How· a starving 

• -_· people could do this is a wonder to me. 

With the -return of -prosperity t?,e feeling 

against the _ J a_panese and Chinese died down. 

Eacli Chinaman coining to "British Columbia 

contributed $500. to the Tevenue, and behind_ 

- the Japanese was a power.ful governm.ent, in 

alliance with .Britain. The .preju dice of Asi­

atic races then became somewhat concentrated 

upon the Sikhs, for whom, in contrast with the 

. oth~r Asiatics, ·no Government representativ_e 

• appeared- at any of the official inquiries ~to 

the circumstances of Oriental immigration. In 
1908 a scheme to take thf: Sikhs _to British 

·Honduras was started. A Mr. Harkin, Tepre­

senting the Ottawa Government, went -to Van­

couver, and, through another man, mad~ o,er­

t~1res to the -Sikhs, who, being na-tmally-p.olit-e, 

want~d to investigate • about the "_promised 

J land" as represented to . them by _their fTi_enJs. 
• Two repTesentatives -were s·en-t by the Rindu.s 

,{ of ~British Columbia to :Rondura.s to look into 

the matter. They ~ent ther·e ana. .found con-

• ditions not quite --the -same· as they were sruid to 

be. On their return, these t~o .men laid their 

report before . the Hindu a£semb1y, which was 

to the effect that ·the Sikhs -who _-:were_ going 

to be taken to Hond1,1ras were "going there as 

-indentured Jabore:rs1 and thus' were going to 

Jose their liberfy: •• "The Rb:1.dus alrea·ay in 

Honduras-were in a _pitiable wncii-t-ion . • Inden­

ttue forms were ready to ·be s1gned foT the 

men who were to go from Canada to "Belize: 

·wen has it be~n said" "Save . us from our 

friends." 

The officials also wen~ to the Vancouver 

Sikh temple with ·these delegates; and were 

·;.-:. asked to come upstai_rs to the open meeting 

and al1dress the as.sem bly . . The Sikhs think 

that the authorities useJ ways and means 

which the Sikhs had nev_er heard of before. 

'I'he Sikhs, ·being farmern and simple by na-

- ture, ·believe<l in British justice· and £airplay. 

1.'htiy had· never had t.pe experiE:Jnce of a real 

g-ame at politics. They .saw through the whQle 

a~
0

d gufoance . of · Prof." 'leja Singh, M.A., 

LL.~. (Harv~1:d), for whose service_s at this 

crisis in their bistory the Hindus cannot be 

too grateful. 

Many of the Sikhs _in · Canadp, had ,. fough_t 

in the British ·India army ~nd h'it<l th\ls shown 

by personal sacrifice _and heroism that thefr 

citizenship in the Empire was not of talk 

alone, but_ was su1:i_portecl by deeds. A.s 13ritish 

subjects they had a status which no subtlety 

on the part of the politicians couJ.d destroy . • 

Who can forget -the Saragarhi episode and 

similar wonderful .feats of valor on tbe .Indian 

frontier~ To the dark days of the Indian 

mutiny the Sikhs .hel_ped the .British in India 

• to tbe uttermost. 

The Caii"ad-ia.n Government; • ~ag.rined at 

this f.ailure of w.holesale -transferring_ of 

R:i:ndus in Canada to ~ritish .Honduras, fell 

back on another course of action. It was ..a 
policy of petty persecution,_ at least so it 

ap_pea.red to the Sikhs. Anybody who spoke 

on behalf of the S~;; w~_s __ warn_ed. .Appa­

rently the Si~_hs_ were g9od . .enough_ to fight 

for the "Empire, but when it came to claim 

for equal rightsJ our statesmen assumed grave 

faces, 

The Sikhs, not 1mowing English, had to 

contend -with m.any difficulties. They coulJ 

no.t rent hou.sei;;, and therefore had to .live in 

-tumb1ed-dow:n snacks,· o.r whate,er sh-elter 

they coulJ J)rovide -to keep out the rain anJ 

cold. ·::sy the end of the year 1908 there were 

·about 4.,DOO Hindus, :ill told, in Canada. They, 

1ike -any other set of people, baLl come at first 

to .iinu ·out about "'the "new land," and natur­

ally~ when they had .fmind work, they wantecl 

to get theii- families. ,. In the meantime the 

question of Rindu inunigration had assumecl 

sucb _proportions that the Go,ernment had to 

f ormulate a _policy. The Sikhs, on account of 

their hara labo.r, _sober w.ays and frugal habits 

_prospered. They bought,· land, live stock 

farms, etc., and jnvestecl their hard-earned 

1:,aYin.gs in this country, insteaJ of senJing it 

home to .. Indja. If that is a fault, we _can 

rlaim our full share of it. These men from 

the Orient belong to an ancient civilized race, 

and have the shrewdness common to all men 

who till the soil. 'l'hey · made some shrewa 

-investments, a.nu made good. Now and again 

they were cheated out of their saYings by . 

unscTu_pulous "busi.ness" men, but they had. to 

get thjs bitter experience. 

The Ottawa GoYernment, to preYent the 

.Tapanese jufl.ux from __ Honolulu, passed an 

01:def-jn-council Tegu.iring all immigrants com-

The Government seut a special Commis­

sioner to England in _ 1908 to interview the 

.Imperial authoritie•s, an·d he haJ. • waTned 

them, saying in his re_port that ''It is within 

tlie power of a few individuals to c.reate a 

situation not only prejudicial to the ·li,es :mcl" 

fortunes of .hundreds of well-meaning and in­

nocent p'ersons, but of gr"i:1-v-e concern to the 

British "Em_pire itse!L" In spite of this ~'3e.rious • 

ac1monitiori. the continuous journey clause was 

app1ied in the case of the Joy.al Sikhs. :Fur-

- ther immigration from India was sto-ppec1_. and 

the "No Hindu need a_pply' sign --was put on 

the door ·of Canada, ·alt110ugh the Ja-panese 

and Chinese ·came · in their hnndreds. .The 

Sikhs, being "British, became the objects of a 

subterfuge by -which they "TI"ere not to he 

admitted, except_ they had come on the .same 

ship direct .from India to Canada; "e find 

that during the last ::fi--ve years onJy Yery few 

Rindu.s ha,e come to tbe -Dominion. So this 

OTC1e.r-in-council practically amounts to an ex­

clusion of the Hindus . 
Whilst this was going on, the Sikhs, before 

sending out for their families, wrote to 

Ottawa about the matter. They also con­

sulted theiT friends in British Columbia and 

were ad,ised of there being no legal barrier, 

for what human law can transcend God's 

law anc1 sunder the husband from his -.,ife 

• .and child '? Still there were TUIDOTS a.fl.oat that 

the m,es and children of the Sikhs woulJ not 

. be admitted if they came . 
In the summer of 1911, a respected a1HJ. 

"TI"ell-to-c1o Hindu., Hira Singh, sent for his 

wife. i::ihe "TT"as orJered deporteL1. Action "TI"as 

taken in the cou.rts, .and after some "TI"eeks' c1e­

lay, she "TT"as allowed to remain, "TT"ithout t.he 

case haYing been tried. It was all done as "a 

matter of grace." · The Hindus now realizeJ 

their e:s:act position, and whilst an;- foreigner 

-the Chinese and Japanese- could get his 

wife and chilu. if he could afford it, and. 

wanted to do so, no HinJu coulc1 Jo so e:xcept 

b: a special ';act of grace." 

The Sikhs and their frienJs sent m:rny 

petitions and .resolutions asking for admission 

_ of their families; _ but it was to no pmpose. 

"\,hen we appealed to the British Columl5ia • 

GoYernment, they said th matter was in the 

hands of tbe Dominion Go·vernment. So, in 

the fall of 1911, -the Sikhs decide a appealing 

directly to Caesar. They sent a cleputation _ 

across the continent to Ottawa. They saw t.he 

l

·. Minister of the Interior, who. is in cb.arge of _ 
the Immigration Department, and had two 

interviews with him, on Nov. 27th and 29th . 

Through him also they had an interYiew with 

appeal of the Hindu_s was two-folil, anJ. this 
is what it said:- - _. 

".As Iqyal British su~j"ects; we come to ]>f~ss 
fol' redress -for onerous-- restrictions that ha.Ye • 

gradually r~duced .om stat~s _as "B;iti;h s.ub-_ 

jects below that of the most unfa,ored 

nationalities of th"e Orient_-
• .,1. T.he .restriction that most _presses, and 

-needs -veTy immediate redress, is _thlf-p.rohlbi~ 

tion by regulations th.at .:in.ake it ·mq>o.HSJ.ble 

for the wives and children of th.e .Hindnstani.s 

residing ·in Canada joming tb em. Tbe ~ co:inpul­

so.ry separation of families -is pnnitive an~. in : 

itself J)en.al, ana c.an only lawfully be ap_pli~d 

to · criminals by any civilized .nation. .It is 

contrary to eTe17 .human instihet, al;l.d jeop­

an1izes the existence of the family life; which 

is the ,ery foundation of tbe British Empire· 

as a whole. "T.he regulation :presses ( c:ontraJ''.f 

to all :preconceived ideas of British justice 

and fair -play) hardest on the wea.ke:i of _ the 

two parties concerned, namely, the mother and 

the child. There are no good politic.a}, eco­

nomic or racial reasons why this regulation. 

should not be abolished. But on the other 

hand, theTe are many cogent . and .weighty 

reasons, moral economic and impe.ri.al, ~.hy 

it should be. "There is not a mother .in Can_-

ada, looking into the eyes of her ehlJ.d, wilo ­

"TT"ould not sanction iis re_peal. It is well ·fo 

C0!1sider. from an imperia"1 stand_poin-t, the 

reflex a~tion of ibis regulation on -tlie Sikh 

communities of India, ---w.ho are :so closely 

united by the ]Jonc1s of their religion, whether 

it fosters loyalty or otherwise. .A:ny and .all 

of the unfa,ored nations of the Orient m-ay 

bring their m,es-; is :it too :mwili to ~e~ 

or ask. that a British .subject .may alsol ""F.o:r 

the honol' and welfare of _the ~m_pire. we ,hope 

not. 
';:2. The ne.:s:t immig.ration regulation --whieh ­

we a£k you to consider, mth a Tiew to _!llOili.­

fication or repe.al, is tbe eontinuons Journey 

restriction. First, beC'llllse -n.o bov- of :re:stric~ 

tion has any force which is impossible to 

o bsen·e. Continuous journey, as now de-fined. 

is impossible. No other country asks i!·s o n 

subjects to . do th.at whic.li, ·from the -T"~Y 

nature· of the ease, they cannpt;· -.Tne think- _ 

ing men · of India and all wbo are d_ire.etly or 

indirectly· affected ' by this- order=-in-eouncil 

fail to u~1erst~d its application., wnere loyal -
subjects of the Crown are. concerned,; as a 

method --of total re£trj.ction that is-· ai10ther 

matter. But, · on the. ot_}Jer hana; · Wj3 -would-: 

ask· you to- consider, is th-ere any p"roeess of • -

iaw or regulatiOI,1 tp_at.. e.an- be ind:ire.ctly u -eJ _ -.:..-

to strip a loyal British subject ~{ his -inh~ren~ - -
_ ·- ., 1 ..., .. . ... ,,...,r- : 1 -. : ,, n .., ... .. - .., . ~ ..,,l- ..., .i! 1- l-,, ""\ 



Our - e~mm~~ . So;ereigns,~. Thei~ . Majesties, 

, have solem_nly promised all subjects of the · 
·--; Emp_ire, '·r '~gar,diess • o~ race,·. equality- of treat-

·- - , ·,nent: We. regue~f a1so that° you rel!l0Ve re­

strictions on ~tudents, _merchants and tourists 

entering Canada, and that . they : may be 

p~aced on the same fo-0ting as other 31ation­

alities .at _least. - .In 'the -very n.ea-:r future the 

granting of this last clause will prove most 

advantageou.~-from a commercial ·stand_point." 

_As the deputation· wanted an answer to 

their petition befoni . their -return, they hail : 

.anot~er interview wi£h the lfon. • the Minister 

of the Interior, who, on Dec. 151th, 1911, said 

that the Dominion Go-vernment had seen their 

way to grant the fust part of their petition, 

viz,, -the admission - of the families; but as 

regards the second claus.e, -viz., tbe recognition 

of their - status as .British citizens, .he said 

be . would send a special investigator to the 

Pa~ific coast to look into the matter, .and in 

due time they -would hear .from him on -this 
_point. • 

This pledge regarding the admission of 

f amililes was fl.ashed across the cab1es the 

same day, and there were -:rejoicings not only 

amongst the Hindus in-l3ritish Columbia, but 

in far-away India .as well, where His Majesty 

King George V. was .having the great .Durbar 

at .Delhi. _The people in India realized that 

i after all British justice and :fair J)lay had at 

i last won the day. • 
No sooner h.ad -the deputation 1eft Ottawa 

than the families of -two prominent Sikhs of 

Va~couver, wh
0
0 had been -waiting in Rong 

Koig for nearly a year, de.siring admission 

to Canada, alrived at -Vancouver in January, 

1912. _ The immigration officials on the coast 

refused them landing, and ordered them de­

ported. If ever there was a dlis-illusion, here 

was one. . The Sikhs, who had absolutely be­

lieved in the sacred pledge of a res_ponsible 

Minister of the Crown, found that _it was 

only a case of political expediency. They 

asked for bail, so that the families could be 

released pending trial. Legal machinery was 

set _ in motion. For several months the case 

dragged on, the Government 011 various occa­

sions stating ·it was not . ready to proceed. _ 

Meanwhile our friend.s, the politicians, gave 

speeches, and various associations, thTough 

the kind and benevole~_t efforts, directly or 

judirectly, · of these worthy people, passec~ 

l'esolutions -bar'ring the Sikhs' families. Fjn­

ally, after Jelay, anxiety and he_avy legal ex­

penses, the two women and their chilL1ren 

were allow~d to remain, without a decision 

I.J 

in Ca~ada could g~t their families we leave 

it for, the readers to dete~mine. But it would 

:r~q:nire ~ears a~d years, and no doubt _infinite 

worry _.and anxiety~ -The Sikhs thought why 

does not the Government say plain yes or no, 

and have a definite law o:p. the subjecU They 

felt it to be futile to attempt to re-unite fam­

ilies under sucb conditions, seeing that there 

-was an attem_ptea depmtation as soon as they 

came, and in s_pite_ of the -word of a Minister 

of the Crown. 
..As a :result of . the ti·eatment received in 

Canaaa .:many Sikhs -went back to India in 

disgust, leaving behind }anded property to 

take ca:re of itself. But others_, who had gone 

to :India .after m.any years to -visit their .fam­

ilies and rela-ti-vesJ and who :had many inter­

ests in Can-aaa., -wanted to :re-turn. They went 

to the transportation com_panies in Calcutta, 

who refused -to book _passages to Canada. T.hey 

came to Rong-Kong, and were :kicked about 

from pillar to })Ost :in their search to come to 

a country w.here they had established business , 

and thu.s .had th~i-:r legal domicile in Canada. 

This -w.as in 1911 and 1912, as the effect of 

the .subterfuge in the regulation providing 

for a continuous journey by one ship (an im­

JlOSsibility under existing conditions). .A:nJ 

furthermore, it was said that the steam.slrip 

comp.anies had priYate lll.structio.ns not to 

book any ·Hindus to Canada. 

..As evidence of the .sinceTity of tbe Sikhs 

in .meeting th-e Government .half-way in arriT­

:i:ng at a reasonable solution of this :matter, 

-they, at considerable e:xpen.se, sent three 

re_presentatives to lay -tbefr case before the 

Imperial authorities in England. "T.hese three 

delegates, Nand Singh Sihra, Bhai .Balwant 

Singh, .and Narain Singh, left Vancou,er fol' 

London early in 1913•. On their arrival then, 

they waited upon the SecretaTy of State for 

the Colonies, who would 110.t see them. So 

after some time spent in .England, they we11t 

to India , where they laiLl their case before 

the ,arious boJies of Sikhs and otheTS. They 

also saw His Excellency the Viceroy, Lor1l 

Harclinge, who said in reply tliat the case of 

the Canadian Sikhs would receive proper ron­

sideration. At Christmas, 1913, this delega­

tion appeared before the representative boJy 

of all India, the InJian National Congress, 

who, having heard the appeal, passed a Teso­

lution asking the Government of India to 

have these Jisabilities removed. 
In the fall of 1913· the Sik_hs took legal 

steps to compel the steamship companies to 

sell tickets for their families. Being common 

andJ o,er and above that, had even brought 

some passengers to Canada, the learned judge 

did not s·ee that way, and the Sikhs lost their 

case. In this connection it is well to point 

out .here _what the Vancouver Province said 

-that some of the Sikhs say that not only are _ 

they being made subjects of false cha:rges 

in the local comts, but tbat their relatives in 

Incli~ are being similarly persecuted and vic­

timized. 
A Japanese company, unexpectedly enter­

ing the .field, sold tickets m the fall of 1913, 

and two _parties of Sikhs arrived at Victoria, 

B.C. "They were .not allowed ·to land, and 

their deportation was oraered. "The.iJ: friends 

ash.ore .instituted legal action ancl secured a 

landing of the :fust party; the _procedure in­

cluding a -writ of :h.aoeas corpus. Chief J us­

tic e HnnteT of the Supreme Court of British 

Columbia tried the ease, and decided that the 

order-in-council and the immigration regula­

tion undeT which the deportatiou had been 

ordered were ultra vires. The Sikhs, whose 

right had thus been ,indicated, took their 

_place in upbuililing of the province. 

The second party arrh-ed almost simul­

taneously with the Chief Justice·s judgment, 

but the Immigration Department refused to 

ac.h.71owledge the decision of the Supreme 

Court, and again attempted deportation. 

Once more the Hindus were obliged to insti­

tute legal· proceeding.s, including a :further 

wTit of habeas cor_pus. T.his time a second 

Judge of the Supreme Court ga,e a decision 

similar to that of Chief Justice Hunter. 

.At great e:xpen.sB, theTefore, the Sikhs~ by 

s~bscription among themsehes, had vjndi­

eateJ theiT right as Britisb subjects; but aTI 
the e,iL1ence - shows that discrimination 

against them was persisted in oecause they 

were British subjects. T.he :financial burden 

thus grntuitously imposeu upon them con­

trasted markeilly with th e compensation 

awanleJ the Japanese and Chinese under 

Royal Commission some years before- com­

J)ensation which included allowance for loss 

of tTade by Chinese opium manufacturers. 

against whom no deportation proceedings had 

been taken. • 
The Sikhs in British Columbia hau been 

making representations to the Ottawa autho1·i­

ties regarding this invidious distinction 

against British subjects, but their cries were 

unheeded. Many of the returnetl Hindus 4cl 

l;_ieen waiting at Hongkong w.hilst these trials 

were going on in th·e B. C. courts. The new 

Japanese · steamship company, in order to 

last gave them justice and rights. as British ~ 

subjects. "Taking it as their guide, the bolder_'. • 

amongst . thes~ m~n got together 1tt Hong~_ 

Kong and made up theii .. mi~_d~ to cb.--arte:r
0 a­

steamer of their own. No .doubt it require·a 

a lot of organization • and_ a knowledge . of • 

Western bus?-lless methods: "Ther. p.ad s~e. 

or their educated countr~en -w.p.o wanted ·to 

come over and study i:n Canada. Th.ere were 
others who were merchants, an_d tims did not 
come under the immigrant cla . at .a11: :~a, • 
last of all, there were _the. hard.:y Sikh.,. f3.n!1-' 

ers of the Punjab, inured to a _ col.cl -clnnate, 

and who for the first time -wan.t.ed to .try tlien:_ 
fortunes in the pl'airies of Canad.a. All this 

was in the eaTly part of 1914. . .. _ 

No steps were taken by the Go-v.erninent to 

set aside the decision of the Supreme Court; 

and no change -worth while w.a~ made .in the_ 

regulations. T.he two . nnchaTienged decisions 

by the Supreme Court of a Britisb country 

ga,e the Hindus absolute confidence that their 

right as British subjects would be :resp.ected., 
and that no longer would they be- discrimin~ - ~ 

ated against in comparison with .a.lie~ .fr~~ • -
Japan, China and elsew:here. _ _ ..., 

A cti:ng on this, they c.h.artered tha SS. 

Komagata ~Iaru, on a co-ope-1:_Rti,e p~ il'he 

boat secured °"as a J ap.a:n.ese tram.J> steamer, 

-which sis: months before had .been, pnrehaseil 

from a German company, -.and the lfong Kong · 

agent for which ha_ppened -to .be a German. 

Incidentally, it is to be said thaf on this simpl~ 

f-aet has been ioun<l.ed an allegation that the 

Yoyage of the Komagata .:Uaru was _part of a 

German conspiracy against the :British "Empire . 

The boat -was c:hartered in March,, 191~ nearly 

:fh-e months before the outbreak of -w.a.r. The 

ac cusation ".hjcb has been- made is baseless.. 

For e,en in the report on the Xomagata 

J.Iaru _presenteJ by the commission a_p-· 
· pointed by His ..Excellency fhe Vie.e--­

roy of India, the fact is stated ·that · this 

German agent was· paiu _his commission by the 

Sikhs. If the tra.-elleTS had been German· 

proteges surely their friends would -not baYe_ 

been compelled to pay part of ·µie cost ofi:lre 

charter, nor would they themse!Yes ha,e -hee·n 

turned adrift to star-ve in Jap;n:-Qn their -re­
turn, w.henc~ they were finally tu.ken to I~ili.a 

at the initiatiTe of the British Consul, and rrt 

the expen.se of the ta;payer.s of Indi~. 
The British Go,ernor at Hong Kong, fear.a 

Jing t_hat · difficulty _might be r~ise.d by _± -~ 

Canadian • Government, eabled---·a i~mng t(? -. 

Ottawa, and c3:nsel the v·ei.sel to be Jield ~bil~ 
awaiting a reply: . Receiving. _no_ ~ns- er .lot :_·-
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---~-- allow· any' of .. the p- sse.ngers to • land, on the -

··pretext - of _, a :-_me.di~al "examina£ion- which 

lasted se\re;:tl - \veek·;~- Certai~ inen.- who 

- -~ ~ -oved· theii- .do~icile 'were-permitte.a. ·-to c~me 

ashore _, after %~e d~l~y; -but ~s _regards the 

rest, the i_mmigration c.ourt of inq"uiry refusea 

to give .its _d!r~isioll in _ any one case tm _ all 

had been tediously "in:v~stigated" the avowed 

object being tQ w.ear ~mt the patience of -the 

Hindus, while pre-venting access to the courts. 

• The Sikhs on· shore, besides _paying $15,000 

-to ·the steamer's owners, as the last :payment 

of the charter-_ :money, subscribed .funds to 

have the legal situation once more determined, 

and applied for a writ of habeas corpus, 

01·dering witn.esses to be produced in coUTt. 

Their appeal to a j~dge of Ris .Majesty'e 

court of law, petitioning to probe the proceed­

ings of the immigr.ation officia1s, J>rodnced a 

decision which involved the amazing doctrine 

• :that, be_ing representatives of the Crown, they 

were not amenable to the eourt, and .he Te­

fused to issue .a writ of .habeas corpus, whicb, 

for more th.an two centuries, has been the 

guarantee that every .British subject desiring 

to plead shall have his way to court cleared. 

·while this was going on, the Member of 

Parliament for Vancouver constantly inter­

fered, doing his best to inflame popular feel­

ing, so as to influence the courts, and subor­

\linate the course of justice to :mere1y partisan 

and anti-Imperial considerations. On a_ppeal, 

antl during the .in:flam:mation of popular fee1-

J1 ing, in whlch the M .P. openly used intimida-
• ~- ~ 

tory language tow:irds the comts. the decision 

of the court below was sustained. 

There was now .a con:flict , of the decisions, 

anJ. the Sikhs desired to carry the case to the 

_Privy Council, and offered to put up half a 

million dollars bail for the production of the 

men confined on the Komagata Maru. "They 

wanted their exact stah1s in the .Empire prop­

erly settle_d. At every turn they were de­

feated. At this tim_e one of the Hindus who 

ha(l gone to Ottawa at great personal trouble 

anJ. exp_ense, to lay the case before the Do­

mini«;m Government, asked f OT an impartial 

investigation of the whole case. He had 

interviews· with the Minister of the Interior 

and the Pre;rnier, but as a matter of course, 

was pas_sed on to a minOT official of the De­

partment._ Exclusion at all hazards to the 

Empire was ~ounced by_-the local politicians 

as the poiicy of the Dominion _Government. 

Here is the story of the Komagata Marn, 

as given by awell-known Canad~an lady, Mrs. 

Ann.a Ro_ss:-=--
" OnP. ~ould think that the (lecent way for 

.J.~Uil.1 ,.,t~u.1., u ..... u .. u.Lu, \\J.lV i 1 1.t \ l .--.u L • ' .._,._ ... . .. . . 

themse_lves to the cranadian rule, WOlllLl be to 

1:eceive them politely, anLl to tleal with each 

-case .faiTly and squarely according to law, 

p_assing . those eligible, and rejecting non­

eligibles. • Then if the will of the Canadian 

people was still for shutting the_.door, to do so 

by straight statute, 'No Hindu need apply.' 

After that there would at least be no mis­

unaerstanaing or cl.isappointments. 

''But -these -:m.en who bad accommodatecl 

- themsel,es to tlie Canadian .rule, who .at · a 

cost to -themselves of nearly $"57,oo·o.oo hacl 

. co.me by one ..continuous route, who --now po­

lite1y askecl admission as ..British subjects and 

expected it, .received instead indignity after 

indign.ity. It is a1most • inconceivable the 

lengths of whlch o.fficia1 insolence -went in the· 

treatment of tliese 'sti-ong, proud, indepencl.ent 

men. "They -were :not allowed to set foot on 

sbore at .all. They -were not a1lowed to com­

municate -with th_e Sikhs on shoTe at .all. They -

were not .allowed to communicate with their 

_own lawyer. :E,en when their case fo.r ad­

mission was in com:t, tbeir lawyer, M.r . .Bird, 

was not allowed a _persona} inte1Tiew mth 

any of tbem, s_o that he was conducting tbeiT 

case in the clark. .After the case was decider1 

under these circ1.unstances against them, lli. 

--:Bircl was allowed to -visit them, .ana. discov~ 

.. ered that -very mportant elements in the 

cas.e he .had not understood at all, a.nil .hacl :not 

:pTesentecl. If thls is Canalfian justice, it is 

not ..British justice. 

-''W.hen the -case .had ben decided against 

them they expTessecl thefr -willingness to lea-ve, 

o:nJ_y .requesting that they should be su_Qpliecl 

-with :pro-visions .fo.r the retmn ,oyage. The 

immigration authorities refused pro,isions, 

but tTied to com_pel the captain of the ship to 

sail at onc-e. Though they had been llllileces­

sarily delayed by the authorites for six weeks, 

these officials endeavoTeLl to force them to 

commence their long Toyage without pro­

Yisions. This rousetl the man and the solclier 

in these Sikhs, and they pre,·ented the cap­

tain from obeying. A hundred an<l se,·enty­

five policemen and the stream from a .fi.Te­

hose only roused them the more. They beat 

back the policemen with .fire-bricks and lumps 

of coal. Then in the dignit~r of her might, 

Canada ordeTed the cruiser 'Rainbow' to pro­

ceed along·si1le the 'Komagata J\IIaru' anc1 

compel submission. By this time the inhuman 

attempt to send 3::50 men across the Pacific 

starving h.ad been abandonet1, ai1d offers of 

abundant pTO,isions were made. But by this 

time the fighting blood of th e Sikhs was up. 

They knew they had heen barbarously _ 

trust in any offers now made to them, but 

just to fight a11.d die, if need be. 

"That was the position Canada fountl her­

self in July 22nd, 1914. The guns of the . 

·Rainbow' were trained on the little 'Koma- · 

gata Maru.' The Sikhs on board her had 

used _timber to construct barricades, and _ the 

Nack.smiths among • them were working at 

feYe1· heat ma.king swords and pikes. The 

Go,·emment then in extremity so11.gb.t the 

good offices of the Sikhs on -shore, and though 

they ha.a refused to allow them intercourse 

-with the men on the 'Komagata :Marn' before, 

they were now glad to ha~e a deputation of 

shoTe Sikhs enclea,or to convince them that 

the Government this time -was really acting 

in good faith, to accept the offers of pro- · 

Yisions, and lea,e. They -were finally sucess­

ful, ancl the Jittle snip sailecl away. 

".It is a sad :story. ~t is a shameful sto.ry. 

"T.hey could .at le.ast .have been treated courte­

ous_ly and given -a chance to plead their own 

c.allSe fairly, even if the law ..had re.fused them 

admission in the end." 
It may be well to mention here that the 

Jegi-adation of .British prestige by dema­

goguery assuming the fun ctions of authority, 

was .made shamefully aJ)parent to other na­

tions. Dming tbe tTouble se-eral Japanese 

cruisers appeaTeLl, and the J)olitie:ians· ap­

pealetl to Ottawa to request that foreign 

crews should boaTcl. a ,essel in a British har­

bor; subdue by arms ..BTitish pas.sengeTS. and 

for cibly escOTt them a cToss the ocean. \\liat 

transpireJ in this com1ection, -we know not; 

b1.1t the whole thing is so singulax that I am 

somebmes tempted to think that only an Ori­

ental mind can gTasp the effect produced on 

the shrewd, diplomatic Japanese nation of 

this attempt on t11e _part of our esteemed 

frienJs, the politicians. I a111 sme I shall be 

forgiYen foT calling attentio11 to this m.atter, 

for my excuse is that natiYe-born memoers 

of the Empire in Asia .ha,e a stake in its 

stanc1ing among the Asiatic peoples, eYen 

though in British Columbia neith er eJucation, 

nor _pToperty, nor medals won by valor for the 

Empire, can :ru-ocure a Hindu a ,ote, though_ 

two Hindus ha-ve sat in the Imperial House 

of Commons. 
Of the plight of th~ men 011 boanl _ the -

Kom_agatl:!, Marn, their enforced confinement 

within a vessel for months, and the inevitable 

effect of the new·s in India, I do not now­

speak. But it is not iQ • be d.enied ~hat poli­

ticians and their minions usurped the e.sse.il­

tial ;uthority of the law, and caused Brjtish 

subjects on a -ves.sel in a British ha1·bor to 
- ~ 1 ,.-. .... - ,..,, 1--. l'"\nri +-,•n'l + o rl \Yi +h 

since the slave trade was 8UJ!_i.Jl'e:;::,e1.l. 

In this connection it is well to mention here -

that the Government hacl.· passed an orQ.er-in- -

council prohibiting the entry to Briti~ Co­

lumbia of immigrants of the laboring class~. 

They knew very well if .Europ~an immigr~t.s­

were to come to Bi-itish" Columbfo. tb.ey 'would~ 

not try to enter it t1irough - B. C_._ --p~rts_, b~t -

by ports on the Atlantic c~st~ :G( _all legis-· 

latiOll there is a princi_ple of equity' -and jns: 

tice, a11Ll laws ha Ye to be :ma-a-e in such · a w.ay 

that people can, under o:rili:n.ary cir~umstance-.s,. 

fulfil them. Whilst tbe Xo:magat.a-Marn was 
lying olf Vancouver harbor, the J3ritish- sub­

jects on board .her had the mortification -of 

seeing o,er .fi.-e .hund.J:ed Chinamen ~1aru1 -with-_ 

out a hin J.rance raised. I .make :no .inviuio·IiB · 

eomparison between the~ and .my own ·coun­

trymen, but will quote from the e..xc~usio_nist 

Victoria (B.C.) Times' accoun.t of ' the Koma~·­

gata :lraru passengeTS on the ·a.ay o;f their 

arri,al:-

-' 'W.hen the T.imes' launch slipped .alongside 

the steamship the men we.r:e .lined along the 
bulwarks of the forward -and..afte.r wells~ .T.hey 
_presented a very b.r.il.liant spectacle as the _ 
.many different colored turbans ..moved quickly 
and silently about. T.he .men we.re dressed .in 
various colors. .T.here were some in complete 
..Et..ropean outfits, others -wearing riding 

breeches and .helmets, numbe.rF. with.14oham- -~ 
medan red caps _pressed tightly down on their 
thick black .hair, still others .in :native co:s- -
tumes, .and a .few -wearing ltha.ki uniforms, 
w.hic.h they had used w.hen serv:ing .in -the 

.army. 
"T.he .majority o.f the men .ha.-ve -served in 

the British :army, -:and they ~Te .a- ta.11 .and 
handsome lot. ""T.hey seem superior to the el.ass 
of :Hindm -w.hich nave already .cmne to _this 
p.rovince. They .stand -vm:y :ere-et :move -
with an .alert action. .All their snits er.e wd,l 
pressed .and their turbans • spotlessly cle.an.-. 

T.he most of them .know a little -of the English 
language, and some of them converse in it 
remarkably well Of the 376 'ho comprise 

the p.arty, but 21 .have been in Canada, be:f~-­
:In the _party .are ~ndents, ·:mercha.nts -

in .fact re_present every cla.sE_ in ~ . .,, 
. ::J 

As showing the spirit whic.h. governed the - -. :-! 

treatment of these m.en jn the name of the 

Ca_nadian people, I may guote. furlh_er~.::--- _ 

"This. mo.ming a. ·]).arty of lo.eal _Hmdu:s lt t _ 
.here in a launch .a.nd .attempted to go ~n_g­
.side the ltomagata. ·Maru,_. ,Rev. 114r. ~ 
in the ·er.a.ft. Their intentions we.re· not st 
The patrol boat overhauled the .intrude 
a severe- reprimand. was given t b 
Milne; the immigration agent. None of . _ 
Hind-us is desirou of ma.ldng his esca; 

T.hey all wish to go through with the_ matter 
in a per.f.ectly open manner." • --

Mr·s. Eliz13:beth Ro.ss Grace· la11t sum.mer 

w;ote regarding tll0' Sikh~ .to a c~tuc?, P!1per: ~-- ----:,~-1 

"Yn1ir 1a st issue referring to the -KQmag ·t 
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_write: _ ''Ve~1~ _v-fdi, rion ;ic\~:-:c~alm~ist • Cae~ar.' 

Permit -~l -to.; ~j_ tlµLt ifi:~-: a ~deep and •• dis" 

~," _;. tu,rbing_ CO}!cic_tio~- tb·~~ .' he ·:can 41:!~te . Caesar· • 

__ -s :.~i~ctli? ~ ·Jle. ::~.C~ -:w~L_~~ -~- : ,',. ·ted/ . Those 

·w-hOD!; :h-~ rep_ie~ented-::_catid ., . o_thing '_ for ~4.e. 

' po:or · men ·-=who ·_h.!)ped . t~ ente~ : the fair · no~-

. - .. 11!}}1.lOn . • But _tli~f-did
0

want .to .force Canada-

•. to a clearly -defui;ed position>_ 

·"Th~s . far can:aa.a h~s 'contented • .herself 

~th i~direct ~ethods of exclusion. None . of ·. 

·: the three, orders-in-council which discriminat~ 

our lan<l. is fixing a wide-may it _ not prove 

an impassable-gulf between • Canada an<l. 

India." 
That racial pr~judice and passion let loose 

o~ th~ coast in the summer of 1914 was ·alto-

- gether ovei:done . is the opinfon of competent 

peop~e. "They say there is already a Te­

action. .A well-known Canac!ian, in the course 

• of a recent Jetter to ·the wi-iter, sa-ys: "I am • 

quite free to infoi-m -you that in ·:my opilllon 

the trnatment of the East Indians in the Pro-

: .again~(" the: Krn._d.u . :m~nti~~ -.him. • .But t -h~y· . -vince of :British ·co1u:mbj.a has .not been of the 

• acc_om;plish th~ "'\Y~rk of -exclusion , jnst __ flte nest, and the __ :Federal .authorities; ·. without 

same. N'ow, h~wever, • Canada. ~.has come o.uf question in my mind, .have never llil.derstood 

-. J)lainly- with :tr_oo_ps and warsh,ip. 7rhe time 0 the .situation, nor .have they tried to nuder-

• expired soldiers " in the sbip-s' compan-y were stand the -p"eople them.selves. Thl.s ±s to be 

"· given • indisputable evidence of the lengths _ • acconnted for from t.he f.act that the officials 

• Canada would go to _ keep them -out.: Why- -w.ho -were i:ri • tlrn various dep.artments of the 

tarry I.onger. Be got ·w.hat ..he c:ame for. :Im- Government aTe in .m-y o_pinion (and I · say 

perial .and _ C.hri.stian considerations alike -without any hesri.tation) .ineomJ)etent, and also 

should · have made this affaiT impossible. :But have m.ade :no effort to understand the J>eople, 

there was dominant the little .Canada .spuit. but have .assumed .a goocl many things to be 

It is splendid n~w, to _eo~e to the aid of the tme ·that .a.-re not true." How far the ineom­

Mother1.and. Our brave · men _and our ship~ petency enters in.to the case the writer is not 

loads of :flour mean much in this hour _ of 1)repared to state, but he leaves it for the · 

need. But it would mean -v.astly-.more to the readers to decide. the .matter. He lays befOTe 

Empire if the Ko:rp.agata MaTu incident could the :public this o_pinion for w.hat it is worth. 

·_ be obliterated. Instead, it is a living, growing, Another friend from 'V"ancou,er writes 

disintegrating force. especially :regariling the Komagata J.faru: 

"'But they (the Hindus) are declared 'un- "I feel that the effect of t.he inhuman treat-

desirable!_a cruelly suggestive description, ment 'that was · .acconled the .Hindus by the 

l because positive, yet ,ague. It seems Canadian aut.hoTities is going to .ha-v-e a far­

i: strange that the Government of .British Co- :reaching e:ff ect. ~he Singa_pore incidents and 

A lumbia is so· earnest in its effort to ]Jnrge the _ the ~t.her trnubles in India .are, I b~lieve1 the 

land of these men, -when ·-we :remember the 

last report .of the Social and Mornl Reform 

•··-League. ~ __ In· this report we _ are told t.hat vice 

. in British Columbia- is protected by the Gov- . 

e;nment. a~d -fefoi:m measures opposed bit-= 

-terly. Yet those w.ho know the .Hindus best 

testify to -the fact that there is sruprci:singly . 

little criminality :among .them. 

"It i~ said that they _-will .not assimilate. I 

ha:.ve -watched . with wonder and delight the 

process of assimilation. Given fair conditions 

anu they do adapt themselves rapidly. Their 

eager~ess to learn, to fit into the new ordeT, 

was · t.o · me surprising, as I watched them in 

California. . After knowing • such types in 

India, "it was .a smprise to watc.h especially 

the psychologicaLp.rocess of __ assimilation. A 

few posittve results mean much more than 

scores of negative results. If they a.re not 

assimilating, _ the - f!.n-Christian atmosphere in 

~·Mcb they live must explain it. - • 

"xever have -I _se.en su.-ch oppo.rtu.nitie_s of 

-helpi.ng I _!!-dia as-- amongst her lonely sons on 

the Pacific coast. They were eager to learn, 

direct outcome of -the . unfortunate episoue. 

I :am of the opinion that the Sikhs came to 

'V"ancom·er really believing that tbe doors_ o:f 

·cauada .were wide o_pen fer their entry, after 

the decision • of · the C.hief Justice in the 

Narain Singh case ... •. I blame Mr. H. H. 

Stevens for all this unfortunate episode. 

Nothing could exceed the tenacity with w.hich 

.he fought the affafr." (Mr. Stevens, our 

reaJers will .remember. is the :M. P. fo.r --Van­

couve.r in the Dominion House of Commons.) 

I may here state the great ability of the 

Sikhs in adapting themselves to the condi­

tions in Canada which were new to them. _ 

How, not knowing the language, they­

st_a;ted night schoo1s for learning English. 

Many have gone back to India and have beeu 

zea.lous in providing education for the boys 

ancl girls iu the villages by starting sch.ools. 

Ju one ~otable case they have sent more than 

$15,000.00 and started an exce1lent high school 

in the Punjab. The writer knows_ the case 

of a yom1g Hinrlu, eighteen years of age, who_ 

b)· l1is pluck and industry is suppOTtiug him-

Not only have the Sikhs in Canada helped 

in starting schools for thei.r children, knowing 

full well the difficu1ties they had to contend 

with on account of their not baving tbe oppor-

• tunity, but they have also helped in giving 

to the villagers and stay-at-homes in India, 

some iaea of the great Western world. As 

a matter of .fact the returned emigrants have 

except in rare instances shown genuine desire 

for reform, and thus served as vehicles for 

carrying ·western civilization to these out 

of the way and remote villages. Some have 

taken -with them to India agricultrual machin­

ery and implements, and are thus fitting 

themselves to be better f aTmers . 

In 1908 w.hen there was the financial strin­

gency t.hey sta.1:ted .a colonization company on 

a co-opeTative "plan. With that encl in view 

two hundred acTes -were bought near van­

cou,er, w.here the Sikhs out of employment 

could get wo.rk, but of late years things 

.ha,e improved, and they ha,e .had all the 

wmk they wanted. 

1v1any of them ha,e bought land and put 

up houses here. Their holdings, in lallll , 

houses, JiYe stock (as many of t.hem ha,e 

quite a few dairy cattle) . boTSes and wagons, 

etc. .amount to at least two million Jollars. 

I .ha,e hearu w.hite grocers anrl oilier.s say 

that they would trust a Sik.h and continue 

,loing business with him, as o,ei- and o,e.r 

again it has happene Ll that after being in 

Jebt for one or two years he -,ill come ancl 

pay his debts -to the grocer and storekeeper. 

TheTe .ru·e .no paupers amongst the Sikhs, as 

the.i.J· system of pi-acb eal self-help insmes 

that those -w.ho .have been 1mf0Ttnnate in 

being out of work, or on account of som-e 

acciJent, arn duly careLl fo.r b: the well-to-do 

membel'S of the community. They ha,e • put 

up co.nsidern ble sums to help the weakn 

brethren in diYers ways. Ant1 this reminds 

me of the case of .nearly ninety .Hinuus who 

were held up by the authorities at the vort 

of Seattle, Wash., and orclered to be tleporteLl 

until each of them l)ut up a secmity of 

$500 cash. To show the Hintlus' self-help 

thei.J'.. friends in BTitish Columbia with gTeat 

generosity - characteristic of them. sup_plieu 

the forth coming money to the tune of nearly 

:i,.:50,000 a.nu ha<J_ these men Teleasetl on Qail 

in the fall of 1913. In addition to t.his t.he 

Sikbs have built temples in -Vancouver, Vic­

toria, New ,VestminsteT aml A.bbotsford, all j11 

B. C. The one at ·victoria cost onr .$1Q,0Q0.0:0: 

These_ a1;e open to the _public. • 

Here are the opinions of Yariou:s em­

ployers of labor. The ::.\Iichigan Puget Sound 

number of Hin<l.us in our mill for t.he la t 

few years. We .find them hard wo-rking, 

reliable and_ steadfast at their worl... They • 

have made good in Canada. They are strong _ 

workmen, and we ca_n strongly r~commen<l _ 

tbem to others Tequn:ing steaay: \ab.orers." -

A farmer who has experitmce of all kinds 

of labor in Canada .says: •'These two men 

aTe Sikhs, and there :are no better_, .inore c·on:­

scientious men on the place. They ·get along 

well witb other men;· .an_u a-re continually 

racing between themselves- to .see which C.llR 

do the more woTk. .An-y m.an goo.a enougli to 

-fight for the Empire is good enou°gb to -wcrr.k 

foT me/' 
~fessrs. Moore _ .& :Pethic.k, : Engbwers •• a~a . • 

Contrnctors, of Victoria, -write: "We beg to· 

state that we are Ja-rge employers ·of Hirui:i; 

laboT in connection with our railroad con~ 

struction , and at :present have · about· one 

hundred and :fifty of th.em wo:rkin_g fo-r UB-

a t V-nion Bay, and some fnrty to filtr at • 

Osborne :Bay. We wish to e-xp:re.ss our hi~ -
appreciation of them .in our work. T.hey ·:are 

infinitely superioT to ordinary pick and sho-vel_ 

'white' labor." 

"The Columbia ~he:r Lumber Comp.any, Ltd.; ­

of Goluen, B.C., state: "T.his is to_ ce~ 

that for t.he past two .and .a half ye.ar~ we 

ha,e had in OUT emplo-y in onr saw..mills and 

lumber yards about one hundred Sikhs and 

R.inc1us. We are ::pleased to -say that with a 

_ Yery few exceptions tho:se .men gave us ,ery 

.good satisfaction. We .have. found them to­

be goou, steady woi-ken, .attentrre to t.heir 

n-ork, quite _ intelligent and quick to lenrn., 

and we are pleasea. to say . that the gr.eat . 

majority ai-e .men of sober habits and good 

cha.i:acter." • • 

Co1one1 ])aviason, of n vidson .& Tucrae, • 

one of the biggest employers of Hizj.du labor 

on the Pacific Coast, say.s that th.e Sikhs' are 

the most efil.cient :men he has.-- He .has bad - -

in his firm sometimes :a.s~']]J.any as. 500 or. 600 

Sikhs WOT.king. Snr~1y .he ought to know~ -

\\.hen they came they were nnskilled; now 

they- are getting responsible positio~. Eviry 

time the Colonel -goes _ and insj>eC:ts them Ji~ -

finds their sheds clean and tidy and the Sikhs 

themselves '-look • far better :ghysically since 

coming to Cana<la. Surely if their. friend -"- =­

can stand the climate in the tienehes -~ -~ 

France -~d Flanders_) _ they c.an s_:!;and tti"a.--- • 
dim.ate here. ~oreov-er, t.he J>eople here for- • 

get thal the Punjab w.herefrpm the Sikhs. come 

is quite cold i; winter. -- I have. .seen -si.k.hlf -: . 

working at Rogers' Pass, B. C. , where- there_ 

is s◊-~etimes as much a-s ·26 feet of snow, nd • 

" 'l'hi" fpp lin e- no11e tl1e worsf' for it. 



:' •~:~r . _a :!1ll1Il~efi >~t -~on~h~ I: h3:ve o,een _visit-_ 

)-ii_g _, mo_s;:•. ol:~ .tht-~ ~~-a.r ~~mps in·Joutbern . 

. California, ·a:1.rn;·1·--must :confess that ·as a class 

··of f~borer;~th:ey : ~i~e ii.o.'.pe~r ?~ the laboi ­

~- ·_mari~et. There~: _iS- o;iy ·one ·-op-iniOn ~- eX1fr.eSsecl l 

. by th.e Ame;icans . irho- have employed . them~ 

an--d that is-: "The ·mnaus· :ire good worltmen 

_:superior to a~y' class oi ~borers that I have 

~ ever _ e~ploy~d.'°. I :ha.ve ~-eei1 .. them' at their 

• heavy tasks of c1eaFing • orange land from 

ro.eks - a,nd rubbish of every . sort, and I _ .ca;n 

_ te_stify that they a_re most faitltlul to' their 

employ~rs." 

. Dr. E. R. L~~_stni.; ·M.n_.; says: ''Th.ere jg 

one phase of the ·Hindu question concerning 

which the majodty • of : the public seem: to 

hold • :rp-ost erroneous opinions. I ref er to 

hi~ per_sou,al habits regarding cleanliness, use 

• of al~oholic liquo:r.s, etc. As ship surgeon on 

the C. P. R. steamer Monteag1e, .and later 

the Tartar at the time of the greatest influx 

of Rindm,, the majority of these people passed 

under my close · observation. It ·was my . 

duty to make a thorough J>hysical examina­

tion of each emi_grant at Hong ·Kong, and 

_ although at :first I was strongly prejudiced 

against them, I lost _ - this prejudice after 

thousands of them had passed through my 

hands and I ·had ,- compared them with the 

white . steerage passenger.s I had -seen on the 

._Atlantic. 

. "I refer in particular to the Sikhs , nnd 

- i:I am not exaggerating in -tb.e least -when 

-.;1 say that they were 100 per cent. c1eaner :in 

/ th eir habits an·d f;eer ·from disease than the 

• .European ste~ra.ge passengers i had • come in 

<'Ontact with . . _ The : Sikhs ~pressed me as 

a clean, manly,~ h0onest race. · My ~ore T.eceht 

experiel'1ce as surgeon m •mining camp-s among 

thousands of white·:_nien, where immorality _is 

rife, has ·increased ·:my resp~ct for the Sikhs. 

I have not seen . •• . ·, . - one· good -reason -why 

they should not be· permitte~1 ti:> bring their 

• . familiis in as freely as the .European immi­

grants. .Just'ice, humanity, anu. morality all 

. cry _for the removal of the restrictions which 

prevent _ the Sikh's enjoyment of home life." 

·_ =--The above-niEft.1tioned letters a.re enough 

proof to show ~ even to those afflicted with 

_ that -peculiar _my,lady known as Hinduphobia 

that ti1e Rikhs in Can~da have made _good. 

- Mr. W. w: Ba.er, eclitor of the Victori_a 'fimes, 

in summing up his observa"t;jons in a lengthy 

article, said : "I conlu. print a hundred letters 

telling ine ?f the f.ait11fulne·ss . of _ the Hi11:du 

i~1 ·biR service to his- employer; the_ reliance 

that may be safely placed upon_ him at his 

opinion is, that of the seve.Tal racial types 

, who hav.e crossed the Pacific Ocean . to . par­

ticipate · in o_~r ·g~eat to;il of reducing _ this 

Western p_rovince to . its :fii1al proc1ucti'_7e 

• power, t1le Hindu is the most desirable." 

And now a few words about the Sikh·s ·wm 

be useful. What are they ~ The Sikh_s come 

frn.in the Punjab in North India. As thern 

was a Reformation in Europe, so there was ·. 

• one :in India, and abou~ the same time1 
-viz .. 

in the 13th century. A great teacheT OT 

Guru by the 11.ame of Baba_Nanak was bo.r.n in ' 

a village near Lahore. He taught th.e unity of 

.all religions, the brotherhood of man, raising 

-the outcasts and abolition of the caste system, 

equality of se:xes in ilivine-worship, and doing 

away with idol worship. Nanak wanted all -

Tace_s anu sects to unite in the spirit of seT­

-v-ice. Tfhe Sikh worship is very democrntic 

• and the spirit_ of self-sacri:fice is ±he domi­

nant chm:acteristic. • He taught belief iJ.1 

One God, the Father of all Tfhis :pure 

teaching could - not but reform the w:O,ole 

Hindu Boci.al system. ..All his followers were 

known as S:ikhs or disciples. TheTe were 

nine niore teachers, the last of whom was 

Guru Gov:ind Singh, who in orde_r to · pTotect 

the religious brotheThood from bigotTy within 

the Hindu system and persecution f:r.om with­

out frnm the authoritieB of the day, organized 

-tbe Sikhs into a strong militant body known 

as the 'Khalsa, or tb.e 'Elect Fellowship. R e 

institutecl the Khanda cli :pab.ril or baptism of 

tbe sword, --where'by a Sikh 'became a .membeT 

of tbe great Khalsa brothe:rhoocl .for help of ­

the ,ve.ak, the fallen and the oppressed. Re 

knit them so closely that soon after his 

de.ath the Sikhs gained the asc.e:ndancy in 

N' o:rfh .India, where 'Ranjit Singh, " the. lion -

of the Punjab," :ruled over considerable terri­

tory. 'But after his death · the spirit of the 

faith seemed t9 haYe left the Khalsa, and the 

Sikhs, .although -valiant - foemenr ga,e· way 

to the :British. 

The Sikhs' ]_Jlll'e reli gion and social customs 

gaye them strong £aith in God and man, and 

m_artial YigoT is a direct result of these 

qualities. .How they helped the Brjtish in 

18'57 -ve1:Y soon after the Sikh wars in the 

Punjab, and since then nnt only in India, but 

in Abyss·inia, Egypt, East .A:!'rica, China and 

other paTtS of Asia, is a· matter known to all. 

They have been forward in all mo,ements 

for uplift in India. Female educ~tion is far 

advanced amongst them. Of late they ha-ve _ 

started a big institution at Amrit.sar known 

as the Kha!sa College for the education of 

ftutllei-~1H·e u.J, edu1:at1uu allluug;,t urn .:::,J.h.m,. 

The Sik_h is t~e husband of one wi{e, .and is 

not, _ as many suppose, polygamous. Accord­

ing to :Mr. ~L A. Mc_Auliffe. who bas made a 

life:10.iig. ·study .of the Sikh religion, '"The 

home life of the Silch app;oaches the home 

life of the Christian more than that of any 

other .Teligion m ihe East:" To giYe anothe_r 

W este:rn case, the Sikhs approach the Puritans 

of Cromwell's day, and the Sikh .history and 

1110-eme.ri.t ab_roicl. affo_rds a close • parallel to 

the Puritans. • 
' • 

It was th:is _spirit of adv-e~ture wJiieh makes 

them try their fortunes in ' countrj~s OYerseas . 

Their solclie_rly q1.1~1iti~s anL1 man], hn bits 

.ha,e bee~ spoken of by all who ha.,e come 

in toue.h -with them., In India tlie nJajority of 

them aie JJeasant prOJJrjteors. Each one bas 

his plot of land of -from fi,e to ten acres 

except in the case of zemindars or lando"IT"r.ers. 

They practise intensi,e fanning. and a_re born 

farmers. In ,illages all o-Hr the P1111jab the 

Sikhs' farming abilities are well _recognized. 

The Queen's Proclamation of 1858 savs: 

"We hold ourselves bound to the natives V of 

our .Indian territories by the same obligations 

of duty w.hich bind us to all our other sub­

jects. :- .. " .. T.his is truly called the .:..\lagna 

Carta nf the Inuian people. On the :fiftieth · 

anniversar y of the gTeat Proclamation. it was 

con:fi.Tmed and rati:fied by anotheT me.ssage 

fro m King Ed1,arJ VII to the princes an<1 

peoJJle of lnd:i.a.. To thelll and to their So...-er­

eign it has not been a mere '"s1:rap of paper. --

.Jn spite of this the . Sikhs in Cana,la ba,e 

11ot e,eu fareu as 'ITell as the alien Chi11e;e 

an d Japanese. '\fhilst from 1908 to l!)H, 

Lhuing 6 ,:rears, -28,52::i Chinese allL1 Llmino­

the saine iuterval 3,5:1:S ,. Jap~nese entereJ 

Canaua. only 117 Hi11L1us 11ere allowe11 to 

ente:r the Dominion. E ach Chinaman on 

admission has to pay a tax of $5-00.00. ,,~ho 

pays this tax _is quite a diffeT.ent story. l?er­

sons competent · -to judge . regarding these 

matters say this s1µn _fomes out of the pockets 

of those who employ the Chinese. A China­

n~an nowadays demands Jouble the 11ages 

wbith he did Q~fo-re. As.i-egards the Japanese 

they: haYe an arra~1_gemep.t with the Q-overD.:­

ment ,at Ottaw.?, wh~reby 40.0 per yea_r J:Lre 

atl.mitte L1_, an_c1 whil st _ ere let me p_oint . out 

another Jisc rD!llp:atio_n practised against the 

Sikh. A J~pa~ese has only to show $50.00 in 

-hi_s poss~ssion wnen lanc~ing in Canada, a 8ikh _ 

ml1st ha-e $200 .000. . .All this is not iii. the 

spiri~_ of . th ~ Qu~en'.s· Procla_mation. 

·--Th~ people of India think this "N ~ Hiu·du 

.ii.e~d apply" -sign, ·which has been placed· over 

Canaua·s ,door. ·is un-Brjtjsb, and when a. man 

. Ll!e:,e _jJtU _jJltc, Lil t .LL.lll.UU-,1 .UV L t \ vil .u.. LUv 

British Government an<l King Georg~ ·}/ - : 

self wanted • i t" the · Sikhs belie e he a 

speaking from ig1rnrant p:rejuilice. But . it i 

surprising wlum a Meniber . o.i:. Parliain.en.t .. 
• gives out a challenge that .Hindu civ~tion--:".~-~ 

has a.one nothing to uplift -the otht!r races -of • 

• the world, and has prod:u,ced 'I)..othing. That_' is 
a. libel UJ)On .a w.hole nation, and~' leanp.g 

aside -what India has :stood fo~ in the _past, e 

point to the most recent exa.inp]e,· .Rabin~ 

dranath Tagore, _ the Hindu. poet, -w.hom the 

King has hono_r.ed with. kliighthoou .. ancl.-who 

•in 19i3 won the ~obel .Pr~e in literature. 

open to all the -world. - Competent judges haT·e 

pronounced .his poems as- "~ _spiritual re~eb-­

tion_,. This one man alo.ne is refutati~~ {a.r · • 

this babbling· politician. 

'\Yhen the Sikhs .approach· the .Brit'ish • Co­

lumbia Go,en:o:nent, it. _says this m~tter 1~ 

directly under Otta"TT'a.. W.hen we app:to eh 

Otta11a our friends tell us London ha,i:iJO"·. 

quite a say in Imperial affairs~ . .i_s_ ~he·· iinal 
court of appeal in su.ch matter.s: - The Sikh.· 

uelegation 11ent there and were told it is a 

Domiuio11 concern. In thu_s being .fl.mtg .from 

pillar to post, even th( _• ikhs; pati~nc.e .b,a.s 

been ta::s:ed to the limit. They h.a,e approached 

_the 'Viceroy who, in the fall of 1~1:f, spok~ ·on·' 

the policy of Beci1Jrocity with Canada ,;.s .re~ · 

gan1s immigration, _with what result e · 

kno" not. mrnt the Sikhs --want is D:ot ltigh­

sounJiug platitudes, but Jee us. '\\ e .h:rre.had 

enough of generous sen±iments: but the~ do 

not go fru-. '\Yhat u; wanted is-· de.:finite ~S5IIT­

ances and ]_11'aetical .action m. flris :matter. -:. 

At the Indian _ -Xational Co:n.gress, . held in 

Dec., 191±. a. .speaker- moveu ~he following ·_. 

resolution: -

"Confucius, the Chinese .sage., ;erv -wiselv • ~ 
u_t:tere_u, ·~.ec,omp~_e ~ood ~ gooil ·and 1iril· -~ 
':1th JUs~1ce. Jnst_iee J..S the 1.de_a hic.h r~y 

-.J 
--! 
1 

li~s behrnJ ,the_ 1dea of. • r~cipr-0city. T.he_:-_ ... 
Viceroy h.a_s lllV~ed an e::s:p:re.ss.ion q.-f op1_¢u:n . • • 

of t~e Indian people on the ,question ·of reei-- _.,. _:-...:-- ~ 

pTOc1ty. Therefore, those· w.ho are a em ,led •1 

a~ the Congress _ ha,~. to_ e..xpres.s· the opinion 
ot the eJucatec1 Indians. It -..as thouc1 ht in 

• J 

some gu~rters that :1:_ndia _ "as taking p~rt- in-
the war rn e.xpectat10n of_ a -rew.a.nl he doe • 

:i:iot clajm this reciproeity .. ~s • a. matter o.I 
rew:i,rd, but ~s a matter ·of pure justir_e; _y - t 

India ants is absolute equality . f right _ . 

any one of the self-_governing_,: coloni . . If " 
Canada -. s~;ys tliat Indi:'ans can only go- dire-et -
fro~ Ing.i.a to Canada, where the.re · is IU):c ·--

direct line ·of st!}.arner !Tom India to .Aruer.ica:·­

India.:should say -th.at · no Canadian shall- come 

t~ !n,~i_a -11_:~eas he CQ.Ill£.s to ·India ajong a _. __ _ 
dire.ct liJ!e -of tea.µin ft9.m.· Canad~. :Similarly ·: 
W:::ith ~rega_1:d .to,_ t}ie ci?il service _.in ·Ind.fa - ·t -~ -·-

C<>lonists.· . _ _ 
• With regat<l lo. Australia there_ i • • 

srierial test. not a. test of color- that iati 



u.1-1 UJ ~Hlj .:::,1klls _ taxes as ot the other c1t1-
0 - _ Whe,n an Indi,a.n goe-s _ to- ~ustral~a they give 

hµn ."§Q,.J!-9ce:r.D, .- ffreek;:,/ •~hicli Ju~ .eanno_t .at.:. ~11 . z~ns}, -~ot to speak _ of political and other 
~; know.~: Jf';: ~-; 'whit~-QIIrigr.ant goes _ t,here, they _"organizations too _ numerous t~ mention . have 

• '.: • giv-e -~ , ·' ~ien,en: ;:_-or- German, .: vvhich . he ·-_pifs~ed_ a-ntt:Ermclu _J'~SQ~tio~s. -_Jn th~ 'be.gin-
•• ,-:;,Jr.nows> :" H . • a~:C:Austr_alian. cumes- to. ·India, 4e , ning of J:908 the 'B_. C_. Legislat_ ure _p.- ·as~ed tb.e 

niust pE(~niade '. to·dranslat~ .Bengali, Taajl, Nat_,al Act_ to exc1~de the Sik_ ·_ 'hs,· but it -~as-- • 
- Te~ugu, or · Malayalam:= ··:What::_ India wants -is · 

e-quality _ Q~ • ev~ry _:_pofot ins~steq. ,o.n • by the -veto_ed by the Dominion. 

self-governµig ~b_loni_es • . ' Indians ·_are now lll-- Whe:0: anti-HindU: agitation was fust set 
vited to ccHonize ·-Queerisland (a tropical cli- - - . -
mate), which 'ca:ri-not0 lje cultivated by wlii te going, -a correspondent of th.e Londoii Times, 
men. Ii: all 'the facilities given to .. white .men after observation on the spot, wrote :from 
for colonization are _ given -to Indians, and Vancouver to that· pa_per on 26rth Oct., 190i : 

• Indians are asked - to colonize Queensland ·"These people, the-Rind us, aTe b-~ing treated -
under favorable conait:ions and without dero-
gation to their : rights as citize!ls -of _the Em- .. wjth an injustice whrich is- simply sh.oc~ng. _ 
pire; Indians might- colonize _Australia: It is - It would a_ppear that a mot d'ordre has b.een 
true that -Australians may not come here as passed tbat every _possible :nieans should be 
laborers, ·an<l_:that ];ndians might want to go aao_ptea toJree_p them o_ut, ancl, m conseq11e.n:ce, 
to Australia as lab.orers. So th'e best way 0£ -
retaliation in the . case of Australia is to ex- t~e immigr.a-tion 6::ffieia1s have been excluding 
-elude everyk-ind of importsi'romi;hat country, them on the :flimsiest excus:es. The result has · 
if they exclude our people. The imports :from been -t4at the ...steamship companies :refuse_ to 
Australia to Madras annual1y amount to mOTe car:z:y any more .Rinclu emigrants to British 
than 13 Jakhs of rupees. .If that is done, a • 
moral effect will_ be created which nothing Columbia, and that the anti-Asiatic element 
else can do. Some sort of _prohibitory duty here_ nelieves that, so far as the Hindus are 
should be inflicted as a moral _protest against • concer?,ei1, the battle has been won and the 
_forongs inflicted up_on Indians in the colonie-s. _problem solyed." Th~t was ove~ seven years 

N eit, as· regards inden-tured labor. An in- ago, .and the _problem is still as faT from 
dentured laborer is a slave, to all intents and 
- h t f solution as ever. _purposes. Government checked t e expor °: 

indentured labor to some of the South Afn- Some friends put forw.aTa the argument 
can Federations. .If indentme is demanded that _Hindus will not assimilate. But what is 
from Indian emigrants to South Africa, wlrite the case with Jews, Italians, _Bulgarians, 
people must also be admitted -to India on 
similar conditions, .and -the difficulties of in- Ruthenians, Doukhobors and others 1 Do they 
denture will then vanish. -rr.he self-gove1'.lling _assimilate with Canadians readilyj Surely 
Colonies -are autonomous .and impose restric- :a.ssiniilation does not mean dull uniformity. 
tions on Indian emigrants as fhey choose. _DiffeTentiation anu ,ariety underlying muty 

The R,esolution asks -that the -powers exeT-
• i: cised ·by those self-gove:r.IµJ1g colonies should •. is the Jaw of nature. T.he mixture of Taces 
-: be exercised by the Governmen-t of Inda.a until going on under the __p.:re'Sent condition is de-­

India gets the same autonomy, and it is not basing and criminal; and the admission of 
so far off as some peo_ple imagine. -whatever the Sikh's wife and children would have very 
the colony does toward lridia,-1et the Gove:r.ri- 1argely 7'lrevented it. 
ment of India do towards the colonies in lh_e r 
name of the peo_ple; -.That is the real .senti- Col. :Falk.land Warre.~, C.M.G.; who had ex-
.ment of-the people of India, a.nd nothing less _pe:rie:ri.ce of the Sikhs in lii-dia, .and who l:t-ved 
_ than that wiill sa-tisfy _ them. J:t is to be re-- in British Columbia when · they .nrst came, 
membered that Tndia is -growing conscious of 
h di •t Sh • t ·co te t anv .s_poke oi them as being personally clean, but er own gn1 y. e 1.s no n n - ~ 

longer to be . the child 1n the :nurse's arms. baselessly • slandered. They bathe with :re-
.Indians are :showing themselves as men in = !_igious .sacredness. Coming irom the nortb of 
.Europe, and they -w..ant to be given the free~ India and from warlike races, the Sikhs aTe 

dom of ·men in India." splemlid-looking, muscular, tall and broad-
, There is a CanaJ.a_ .Building in .Bombay. 

Canadiian insurance and other companies are 
• doing increasing business in India. There 
are many Cana_dians ·in the _civil, military 
and other ~~rvices in India. The Eresbyterian, 
Baptist and Anglieail -churches ha:ve missiions 
in that country. . They' spena hundreds of 

.. tho~sa~ds- of dolla;s.- - They o-vvn land, school -
-and · college buildings, hospitais and printing 
establishments, etc., anq they are, one and all, 
tre.ated- with ·respect and toleration. But in 
Canada it is otheFwise·. Ministerfal Associa-

• - tions, Boards of Ti:ade, Women' s Councils, 

shouldered men. In intelligence they compare 
well with other immigrants. Further on he 
says: "When I hear the Sikhs who are here 
now in Vancouver, and who have been indis­
criminately vilified, I naturally ask who is 
maliciously at the bottom of this ~gitation. 
They - have served in regiments bearing ;n 
th_eir colors the names of battles as testimony 
of their loyalty in the darkest days of the 
mutiny, while the historic names of the g~·eat 
soldiers who commanded them, the King and 

_ memhers of the Royal Family as their colo~ls, 
when I say tl!at I hear them • speak of the 

abuse of them, the falsehoous as . to their 
character, I ca.n say nothing, but hang my 
head in shame. It is a great public scandal" 

Allusion may be made here also to the in­
human utterance which a leading city father 
was reported to have blurted forth- that · he 

- -woulu rather see a Hindu immigrant die · of 
hunger and cold b~fore his

1 

very eyes than 
succor .him, a ~tatemen-t of which anr_ living 
be.ing .having any pretension to bumanity 
ought to be ashamed. -:But that is nothing 
comp.a.Ted to the action of a Vancou-ver ~Ia-;ror 

. _who, some-yeai·s ago, aTbitrarily detained very 
nearly 200 :East _Indian immigrants on board 
SS. Empress of Japan for two days. At a 
mob meeting .held in Vancouver in conne_ction 
with Hindus, abuse was hurled ai; them, and 
Col. Warten. the gallant oiliceT abo,e referrer1 
to, was howled down, anu not allowed to 
speak. But who is at the bottom of all this 
shamefully conducted and deploTable agita­
tion against _the Sikhs, and whern will it end ~ 

From the abo-ve short summary of the Sikh 
c.ase we beg ~o point out the following con-
clusions :__:_ 

1. That the Sikhs arn Jesirable immigrants 
to Canada chie.fly as f.armern. Can.at.la .has 
untold acres to be tillecl. The Sikhs being 
expeTt farmers supply that need. They are of 
the same Ary.an stock as the Canadians and be­
ing .B:ritish subjects, are used to the -:British 
laws .and institutions. Tlley do the roughest 

they are here, and, being_ here, they ask fo:r,,::~­
a <'square deal."-· Various or<.lers-in-counill

0 0 

-,­

have been -passed from time to tinie, and~ .at-:."' 
the spm of tlje moment, but on ~ t9ei; .bem:g : 
testea in the courts _ th-ey d_o- not stand _the 
light of da-y. The- Sikhs . do not know where ' 
they stand. The Canadian .Government h~_­
arrangements --with China an_d Ja.-p.an, under -
-which their :nationals · en-ter thls-_ eountry . .Even , 
the _present unskilled 1a.bor o;.de-r_ is spe.eiallj-_ 
aimed at the Sikhs, for no :E:oro_pean immi­
grants are going to R C. by w_ay of -Van: 
couver. We believe the in:fl:uen_c{_of- the s~/­

in Canacla will be .fo:r th_e go·od- of -the- .Do­

minion. ~_hey will form .additio:naJ bond:s ::nf 
union between_ J:ndia and C.a.n,a<la,. and thus 
help in Imperial co-oper_apio.n ~a u:n:ity. 

3. ~hat the treatment of - the~ Siklis in 
CanaLla has worked injury to ~_p-e:ria.1 inter- _ 
ests; not only .as to thi;l attitude of thirly-.five 
.hundred British subjects in Canada, .but in its 
influence on India. .Is :not the .Sikh ?-11 :.British-­
Columbia as good as .his brother lighting in 
the trenches in Europe?- And how could ca;n-: 
ad.a refuse entrance to .a Bikh .soldier who .h.a-d 
-won the Victoria Cross .a~ the ha:Ii.ds of _His 

1Iajesty King George V . T_aken-even -from· __ ._ 
a military point of view, the Sikhs ..are a goof-~· -
asset for defence in this .country. - This iactor"< 
is -well Tecognized by the proper ~thotjtie:s. __ . 

J. That a comse of .action. is open - by -=-;- ' -
which these .hannfu.1 eifects can be CD.miter- -
acteJ, con structi-,e Imperialism evohe_d out_~-_-~" work, such as stumping and cleaTing la.nJ, 

and thus do not come into competition with of a sordid chapter of the :real -meaning and ._~ 
effects of -which the Ganadians ~_are ignorantJ "white labor." They _ ha,e not been able to 

-settle on land as its price i s 1_)rohibitfre. and This can come about ~ only by the broad'- -

when we con.sider the cost of clearing it, it minded on b~th sides coming to:g_et!i-_er and -fu_s_t -.. :_ • 

seems we aTe ,ery far off. \\'.hat Canada ful1y i.nTestigating the=_case ll.11,d ilten miring.:'::..---~ __ 

arnl B. C. especially, need is more _producers. at a juSt solution. As !hing ::a:r~, ~they ~av:e -~ -.,_~~ 

Having no government of their own, the alTeac1y gone far -enough; 

Sikhs have been usecl as a football by -the -Portunatel_y, the war has .helped::B.rita4i_ to · 
1,oliticians, who, in their unscrupulous ambi- ;;:find'' Inclia. Before fhe ~ct began., _Hin- -

tion for power, h~,e, as the aboYe cases show, uustan was "an unknnwn . quan:tity~~ She : - ·_ 

abused the Sikhs in various ways. - They dare -tTeated as a d_e_penda:rit, . hut ~~_,=· by ~ '!­
not do that sort of thing with Chinese, J ap- blooc1-saerifice, has p.roved~ het : j>:artner~Jrti>.="-· -
anese and others. But sm ely t he p aro chial in: an d equality of citizenship in· the. Imperial -, 

terests of these worthy friends is not going to concern. W,-e hope . this _s_acrifiJIB- will not be_ - -

o,eF-ride th~ world-wide Imperial importance in vain, a~-d that-
0

"Little India" _;~i.:ii C~ :da_ -~--~:- :­

of this question. Considering thi~- question -will be properly; t.reat~a.-· Tbe-brcit~fu-s at th_~--~: .- -,_ -

from national, international a:n.d humanf.: _ • Sikhs in Panada are not orily :figli.tiii-g shoulder -:-: 

tarian points of view, 'lt need'> ,1, y~rnug·ri ½1- t-o- il;i,j..tld~r.- ~ith~-the Gana~~- but they ~ : 
-yestigation. - E.iuea ~-e,. eth~i -·und.er the same CWJ)JD!JJ]aer.in ... :- ---~.:;; I 

2. The law has not been lived up to. as to Fr;!l; ~.-) 1;~.-d~; pot pais thr(?u'gl! the--e _ ~ ~:~-- __ ---:· -\~ 

its tetter as well as in regard t') tn9 S?i~1t - pt:ir· <>~c~,.--~ ~hout. be~g: affect ~d PY them. Tit'~ ~- -~. 

of justice associateJ with t;lcl B~~tish- n.;,me. ;s ·.Indllms-11~~--nan~ris ,_s___ha.ring _th_~ m -- -~~::.~ _ 

All the Sikhs who are now in _Canada came by- . v_atioris, un.ilergo:ing • the same __ .a~n6c.e , wi 

a direct, continuous jourmiy. HQw they came -- not c-ome· ou_t as they--~ent in. .Surely, f . 

and why they came has been explained above. • -this G.EE_AT C~ANGE,yetty r ci~~ e · -~ __ _ ·; 
Tt is :rio- use t o go on multi.plying their griev- - and ignorance will give way, and: the--·Enrpife -_,..:. _ - ·; 



• fJ. ;" - .· .• - : . - . . ' : . • . . . • • • - . - • -~ . 

ppen ggin;~ . Japans!$e. or- the- . Chipese, ,, ()t _ even _:,_upon the . · 

_o;m ~ : letf~r • 11igr9;. ~-" OaiD.da., in .. _ claimbig; •• tllto~gh ~' h~r 

. e ~~ 'To;onto ·- -J;>rini.t lWmsfe:f°'arid IDgh Commissione;, -that 

<~~-,~;;.~--:};>~,:if¥ the:-~~r:._: she · shall_ not dii!Y'•share •: hi 
. 'rl,iilii~tbrough: -~ determining -1;~;; peace,· ·_but shall also take 

e ~pre_s~ionit ' _, . __ · . _ tis have c~ied 1 riJm- part in a.11 Imperial policies, . herself raises . in 

~nad~~ 'sui-e1~t it'i~• tb:rie the · Cima.man people the · most · direct · foI'J!l tlie question of our 

hmin.ed 'the ·t..,-a,dg;;ll,::-~lFa~ ~partially; relatinnship to .the Caltltdian people. That is 

~t· so mhch hi' the ~te.rests . of • the - Sikhs, .a . challenge to men like me to throw what 

hose vai~i ~ ~ver • .tlie' world . is :proving ideas a:,na: information they ~ay have into· the 

. that _they ·.a.~~~ieii<~bl~ -to :take care _of them- .common stock, and to do it .now, when, the . 

. :. selves; btir' be.cause: ·'caftada'°s:~y eputation -:in _pub].i-c mind is ready to list.en .as it reco~es . 

~: the E.~pir~ ·is at ~&rd, .and hei_ fair fame -.in • • -the ~omr.adeshi_p: of the .Sikh ~nd the Canadian . 

. • tlie -worl4_ hli.. danger, · s~ long as .fair j>lay is Ill: F_ra-nce. . -_ . . , _ . 

' made_ to wait upon the presumed interests of "This . great -episode· .:in human history . does 

-,- _ politici.µls w~o _.have never studied tbe real not throw pi:i.marily --upon us the necessity to 

, place of In.dia_in the Empire, or_ .her relations appeal !or :a ._llearin_g fr:om -you, ?Ur fellow­

to the .future of .sucli a ,cosmop.olitan country :su-:bj~.cts. W.e .could be :excu~ed Ior waiting till 

.as Canada. . . . . .. . . the .bloodshed is end-ed, .and to le.ave it to you 

.- "Our men ~d .. y.ours . are iighting in -the 
same trenche:s for _the -same cause. If our men 

were fighting __ for the . defenc_e o.t: C.anada 

against the_ ·.Germans -in · France before -yonr 

own . sons couid reach th~ .figllting line, the 

.. only notice. we want taken of that is that it is 

• at ie;;i.st ~ _sign of ·our devotion to the great 

ideals. for which the Empire fight_~, and w.hich. 

we, like _ you, w.a.nt_ to translate into our 

future _ co-oper.atjve -relationships. 
• - J'We _:are .also ~en; ·_we also are British sub­

Jects. • But it _ -w.ould be .idle to J)retend that 

a bright :future_ under that name .is irrev.oc-
? . . 
.l-ably assured ~o _ long as a -st1,_gma .. Is pnt upnn 

? m ·.in C.analia; -~uch .as is .not put u.po~. the 

to make the nex_t move. ..But. w.e think more 

. of what is involved in this matter than some 

of the _p.oJiticians do, to wq.om India is a .sealed 
:a.nd r~mysterious book, even when they talk 

about:@e .Empire, three-fourths of whose . 

pop:ula,tion is in that country. So we .are 

willing to make the .fir3t advances, even to the 
.extent of a_ppeal.ip.g .for :a • heann_g. :in .-pl:a.ces 

w..here nien and- women gather tog'ether. _ . . 

''Believe .nie, this is of deep Im_pe.rial .sig­

nificance, .and our people will be greatly disap­

pointed if C.anada will :not meet us .half-way_ 

in settling the difficulties w.hich have Jlithertc 

beset our :re1ationships as fellow-:suojects in 
the .E.m_pire." 

=---- Give -your friend .an opportunity • 
.. - "· • • o.f_ reading this• pamphlet. 

-~P~1b~~hei:1~- by ·thi~~~da\~l~ €~·~nm1aee~ ( :Si~le\~~-pies "of this booklet will 

_'be -- sent _ post -fr~:e :ori receipLof 12.c. - • Reductions for quantities._ Address all . 

ord·ers to C nada -lndia . Committee,- Room 3, No. 21 Richmond Street W _est, 
--r~- ~- .. ~ r " ..... ..,,.:i .,. ._ -
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-.• ~ ,~ G_anada .: ~nd" India" • is Issue mon 
• • t~rests of .• the British Empire. "Jf ·;2J{ 

_ __ _eep_ __ up-to-date Tegardmg the pre~ept t"_~"t 
- • ?nd its relation to future politics :ui_: • • __ .: 

__ Jou Should read this publication reg • 

"Canada and India" is •full - : 

-:~~a~t-~r-·and C?ntains article_s by ·pro.: -

.·_nu· C~nada and India. Each issue --ha __ 

·: Whicli)s bound to prove interesting a.tid' ·. 
-·. t? 'JOU. By subscribing to • "Canada . ?.\ 

___ -__ -Y~~ ~lso get a pTopeT viewpoint ofHfudii. 

r~ligidn a~d art. TheTe aTe articles· 011 t­
tant Sl~bjects in every issue of H·canad-a·-:· 

-- • . •· -- ., - -·_ ··-- . 
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