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THE LITERARY DIGEST August 8, 19H 

CANADA'S REJECTION OF THE HINDU 
RECISELY OPPOSITE TREATMENT is handed out 

11 We should deal very gently with our Hindu friends. The 
resources of diplomacy should have been exhausted long before 
the present crisis. The first shot fired to-day will echo in the 
uttermost parts of Continental Asia, and will ring through by the British and the French to their dark-skinned Japan, and the troubles in Ireland may seem as a mere picnic 

JI.... fellow subjects looking for work. While the Sikh trie in contrast." 

The matter can only be settled, thinks the Toronto Daily 

iu vnfo to enter British Columbia and has actually been forced, f 
undor tho guns of a Canadian vessel of war, to weigh anchor 
;nd turn back to Asia, the _Eabyl!s from Algeria, agricultural Star, ~y "a .confe~~nce ?f re

1

~resentative C~nadians and ~epre­Bqrbers settled in the uplands', are invited to take up their sentative Hmdus, which would very likely result m an 
residence anywhere in France, from the Mediterranean to the amicable and satisfactory agreement." The next Imperial 
British Channel. Consequently the coal-fields of the Nort conference would be th~ best assembly for the discussion of the 
and the vineyards of the South are now employing seyeral question, says the Winnipeg Tribune, which concludes: 
thousand African laborers. The French are handicapped in 
the development of their unexploited lands by the low birth­
rate and high doath-rate demonstrated by their annual statistics. 
There has recently been opened up in France a Black Country 
equal in extent to that of _England. "The satisfact10n given 6y 
African labor in France," says the London Times, "has drawn 
tLLtohtion to the vast national reservoir of labor which France 
has at her disposal in her colonies." 

A like "vast reser:voir ,', to be found for Canada in modern 
Hiudustan, thinks t e Toronto Courier and a fair field for their 
indu.;; try would be und in "the 1ddle Western provinces 
,if Alberta, and S::1sk:1tchowan, where they would make good 
ltuslxrnJ mun a nd would eventually be absorbed by the test of the 
population." This idea. the Vancouver Sun, whose readers 
.1,re more uearly interostod in immigration problems than those 
., f tii,S more densely popubted East, dismisses as "~n absurd 
'\uggc::; Liun ." To quote from its editorial on this point: 

"Canada might do a real service to the Empire by proposing 
some workable policy in regard to Hindu immigration. The 
question is one simply of numbers. We could not afford to 
allow Hindus to enter Canada in hundreds of thousands, and we 
do not believe that Hindus have any desire to migrate in such 
a way. They appear to be anxious to assert the right of freedom 
of movement within the Empire. The assertion of that right is 
quite compatible with restriction. We ought to make it plain 
that our restrictive measures are not offensive to the East 
Indian, but for our own protection. If thls question is taken up 
at the next Imperial conference, Canada inay uphold her own 
interests, and at the same time do a real service to the 
Empire." 

T French Patrie (Montre ) regards the course taken by the 
Hindus " nd speaks of' the would-be immigi·ants 
as imitators of the English suffragettes. "They tried a hunger­
strike, but if they fasted by day they feasted by night," and 
"when they saw a ship of war, even so insignificant as the Rainbow, 
approaching, they evidently concluded that their bluff game 
was up." "If other cargoes of Hindus are hereafter coming in, 
in spite of British Columbia, the Canadian authorities, knowing 
what kind of people they have to deal with, will not indulge in 
temporizing, but tell them plainly that they can not get in." 
"It is high time," declares the Ottawa Evening Citizen, "that 1 

some one in authority realiz~,d the gravity of the Hindu problem 
in British Columbia .... 'to use the little British Canadian 

' ' \Yo should imagine that the people of the prairie provinces 
~1.r c entitled to be consulted in a matter of thls kind before it 
.-,11il<l ho :-c ri ously copsidered, and we are greatly mistaken if 
u Lu- follow ('i tizens east of the mountains are any more inclined 
tha n wn in British Columbia are to have Hindu coolies established 
:u the ir midst. Of course the idea that these Orientals could be 
:1, 0 imilall!d in the Middle We8t any more than tbey can be in 
ifr iti sh Columl.iia is an idle one and not worth discussing. They 
·•n,n not be absorbed anywhere in Canada-at least not within a 
' tnnd rt:'d years' time. Nor have we any assurance that they cruiser Rainbow a ainst British Indian subjects would seem to would mn,lrn good farmers . In fact, there is every probability be the height of inconsisten • mpena ism. 
t h :1t they ·would be unable to adapt themselves to that occupPJa~--"''l"''h-a-;t-;-:thte_q_u __ e_s-:t-:-io_n_o~f;;-:;H::;:-in-d7u---i~m-m-:i-g-ri"'-tion is not yet settled Lion on tho C:1nadia.n prairies, would fall behind the rest of the 
,1-i:;riculturn.l population, and would drift into the cities and towns, for Canada is proved by the report that a second shlp-load of who ro tlioir trading instincts and their low standards of living 500 Hindus is heading for British Columbia and that Commander ,1·n1 i\d rnHulL in domorn.limt,ion oft.he labor market and the busi- • Hose, of the Rainbow, has been ordered to search for and "arrest , 11 ; sl'\ uf t.!1,1 :snu.:dl shopkC't'Jl•'r, Nor would the fact that the 
;i ro:,~qH•o ol' tliii:'1 coclio populn,tion, in t,hat part of Canada, 
-.,·otilcl e( 
pri s 

Tho Eastorn papors as a general rule express their anxiety 
~i liout tl.10 Hindu situation. Thus we read in The Herald and 
J[orning Star (Montreal): 

"It is singularly unfortunate that the first engagement of the 
C':1nadian XaYy should have to be directed against fellow British 
.mbjects on a vessel owned by Britain's only ally in all the world. 
l'ho difficulties of the Hindu situation on the Pacific coast are 

L li lly apprec:iat.ed, and the law must be upheld, whatever the 
. onsequenees. Yet we can not feel that the problem has alto­
,; r:l her been w ell handled, and there are many thousands in 
:.'an:1da who deeply sympathize with their fellow subjects from 
tur.li:i .. .. .. . 

the ship." 
Some more serious incidents of recent occurrence seem to 

point to the fact that the Hindus are actually bent on an armed 
resistance to Canadian expulsion and are secretly plotting 
against British Indian as well as the Canadian authorities. We 
read in the Vancouver Sun the following details of this smoldering 
Hindu sedition: 

"Surdah Singh bas been arrested at H'.untingdon by Canadian 
officials after he had been escorted across the international 
boundary-line by United States immigration officers, according 
to word received in this city. The charge preferred a~ainst 
Sur • h is that of carr,ying concealed weapons~ a m mher 
o revolvers aving been fou.(ld on hls person. ' 

"Sur a Singh's arrest followed after an effort had been 
made by the East Indian to buy ffi..earms in wholesale lots in 
Sumas, Washington. rrhe United States police are now assist­
ing the Canadian authorities in the attempt to round up five 
other Hindus who, it is claimed, are trying to purchase large 
quantities of firearms in the small border towns of Washington 
State. 

I 

" 'l.'li c.-;o men, some of whom are retired service men, now 
;in d lhL1n1sch ·0s absolutely forbiddm1, under any conditions, to 
·ct.foot on ono par t of that Empire they have helped to preserve. 
Tho'y bol10ld in the same country po.gans from alien Chlna ad-· 
,: 1ittcd il' t hey u.ro prepared to pay the hoad money; nomads 
': ·o m so u I hcrn Europo doing municipal labor in Canadian cities 
.::J \1 ·(,rking on Canadian railwa,y construction; the debased 
'.t wa.:-h lnJ.ians working in Canadian fisheries and Canadian 
.k torics ; the lowest type of negro from the plantations of the 

:,outhern States admitted without question. They know all 
uis, yet they , a proud race, of approved bravery and ancient 

. 11 d · honorable lineage, are barred, under any~ and all 
~1n ditions ...... . 

"It is believed that the attempt to purchase, in wholesale - 1 lots, firearms and ammunition by the local Hindus is part of a 
well-arranged plan to ship firearms and ammunition to India, 
where an attempt would be made to smuggle them into the 
country to assist in the declared intention of some of the Hindu 
leaders to carry on the work of sedition and revolt against 
British rule, following the action of the Canadian immigration 
department in refusing the Kwnagata M aru' s ship-load of East 
Indians to land on Canadian soil.'' 
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