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SIKHS BESIEGING CAN;\.DA 

T HE LAPPINGS of the Asiatic tide upon our western 
shores remind some writers that almost every country 
on oarth has a.t some time been overrun by a great 

racial migration, and that even our own presence here is the 
result of such a movement. California ~ and British Columbia 
i,;eemingly have no de­
sire to be the scenes of 
another event of this 

l 

~~ 

1\ ! I \~ 
/, '\ 

is not expected to :~nd the Hindu efforts to invade the Dominion. 
The well-known Sikh journalist of London, Mr. Saint Nihal 
Singh, presents the situation as follows, in the London Graphic: 

"I am of the belief that the Sikh settlers in British Columbia 
have been subjected to hostility through no fault of their own, 

but simply because they 

: . --·: .. tu •• 
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sort, and · are feverishly 
rnising the barriers as 
Holland fought the sea. 
Tlie Asiatics are at­
tempting to move upon 
South .t\frica, Australia, 
aid N ew Zoala.nd ·as 
wdl a.s upon North 
.A mcrica, and in the 
13ri tish possessions the 
r :i sc is complicated by 

• t.ho fact that the immi­
grants from India are 
British subjects. : Dis­
:1ffection in India is 
r:1mpant. Will Canada, 
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came when British Co­
lumbians were in an 
angry mood toward the 
Japanese and Chinese 
immigrants. Being Ori­
entals, the Indians were 
at once denounced as 
being as undesirable as 
tho Japanese and Chi ­
nese, and the fact tl:at 
Indians were British 
subjects was lost sight 
of. From an imperb.l 
point of view the inci­
dent must be deplored 
by all well-wishers of 
the Empire. A provoc­
ative policy assumed 
by Canada is bound to 
feed the flames of sedi-

VISIBLE SIGN OF A PROBLEM THAT VEXES THE BRITISH EMPIRE, 

The Japanese steamer with its unwelcome passengers from India lying · In 
Vancouver Harbor, The Canadian courts ha.ye decided they cannot lane!, tion in India." 

as a loyal colony, injure the power of the mother country by 
offending the pride and prestige of the Hindus and thus deepening 
their hatred of the British raj? Canada tried to solve the prob­
l0m by providing that the Hindus could not enter unless they came 
direct from India, there being no direct steamship line to bring 
them; but a body of some 350 Sikhs tried to meet the issue by 
sailing direct from India to Vancouver in the Japanese steamer 
Komagata M aru, led by Gurdit Singh. They arrived on May 23, 
but were forbidden to 
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The London Times, 
in justification of the Canadian exclusion of visitors from India, 
remarks: 

"The claims of those who chartered the Komagata M aru are 
based on the assertion that 'British citizenship' involves the 
right of unrestricted entry into any and every part of the British 
Dominions. That is the kind of catch-logic which may easily 
beguile the uninstructed. It should not for a moment mislead 
any intelligent person who will be at the trouble to think out 
the meaning of words. It is preposterous because it ignores 

the facts. The facts 
are that free peoples 
have a right to say 
whom they will admit 
into their country, just 
as free men have a right 
to say w horn they will 
a.dmit into their house. 
This right is exercised in 
practise; it is not merely 
a theoretical right. It 
operates quite irrespec­
tive of color, so that there 
are numbers of men­
white, and subjects of 
the Crown-who are 
excluded from the Do­
m1rnons. It is useless 
to say that this should 
not be. It is." 

The feeling of the 
Vancouver people over 
this intrusion of AHi­
atics upon their slior(1A 
may be seen from the 
following re s o I u ti on R 

passed at a crowded 
meeting of the citizens : 

land, and since that date 
hu.ve beon living on 
t.hoir ship in the harbor, 
amicl groat excitement 
a.u<l tension, as we read 
in the Vancouver papers. 
A hunger-strike was 
started, but abandoned, 
as the Canadians failed 
to be imprest by its • 
fa.tn,l possibilities. A 
threat was made to burn 
the ship, on the idea 
that the people would 
rescue the passengers; 
but that, too, seemed 
uncertain. For several 
nights n, lookout was 
m n.i n t i-Linc<l on the wcLtor­
fro nt, to rouse tlie city 
t.u u.nm1 if u. rumored 
pla.n to lt111d sboul<l be 
a.t.tompted . On Mon­
day of last week the 
Court of Appeal de­
cided they could not • 
enter Canada, but this 

GURDIT SINGH (IN GRAY) AND SOME OF HIS SIKHS ON BOARD THEIR SHIP. 

"That whereas the 
steamer Komagata M aru 
has been lying • in the 
port of Vancouver from 
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Lll<' . 2:3d rhy of May until tho present date, with a ship-load of 
11ndes irnhlu immigrants domanding admission into the Dominion 
of Ca.11nda; 

'' .\llll wlwroas it is tho uninm,a,I opinion of all citizens resi­cl<'nt upon tho Pacific con.st of the Dominion of Cana,da. that the 
i11 flt1x of Asiatics is detrimental and hurtful to the best interests of tho Dominion, from tho standpoint of citizenship, public morals, a.nJ labor conditions: 

"Be it therefore resolved that this meeting strongly urges 
upon tho Dominion Government the necessity of supporting !.he efforts of the immigration authorities undertaken toward t.he rejection of the immigrants aboard the steamer Kornagata 
Muru and tholr immorliat.o d8portation; 

"And that stringent legislation be enacted whereby such immigration may, in the future, 
be entirely restricted from admis­
sion to the Dominion." 

Whilt1 tho Canadin.n authori­
t.i11s h11vo 1lut.crmi1w<l that tho 
11 inclu shn.ll not lan<l, tlw sit.u11-
Lion on board their · ship is thus 
tlescribecl in the Vancouver Sun: 

HOW TO REPRESS THE SUFFRAGETTES 

PUBLIC OPINION in England is becoming so exasperat(ld 
by the violence, outrages, and daring acts of the militant 
suffragettes that open conflict is looked for at almost any 

moment. For instance, we read in the London press that a 
woman, carrying a bundle of papers and a poster with the words, 
"A SUFFRAGIST DoPED IN PRISON," was greeted by the by­
standers with the cry of" Liar! Liar!" The papers and placard 
were torn from her hand and scattered in the street. Another 
woman, when attacked, escaped on a passing bus after being 

"Yesterday the ship ,vas a cave 
of despair. But later in the day 
the 11d venturers keyed thern­
St·lves up to a high pitch of fa­
na.tie excitement. A meeLing was 
hdtl. in ,Yhic: h Gurdit Singh took 
no part., a.t whi c.h resolutions 
11·1;r0 1xt:-; sud. Tho Hindus are 
vury fond of passing re:,;olutions. 
1\s far n.s could bo ka.rnod, tho 
r1• su l1it.ic,11 s 11•1·ru all warlike. Tho 
<'101·1,n fuo1 is showing on board 
I lit• l1- ,1111, 1[;ula ,1! aru. Tho big 
Sikl1s, who bul1>11g to a warrior 
ra<' ~' , :no growling and blustering 
t. lii.·nat::;; The big black-1.irowcd 

WILL THE DIKE HOl,D 7 

roughly handled in a crowded 
thoroughfare and deprived of a 
similar packet of papers. Several 
have been rescued from crowds 
by the police. Churchgoing 
women, we read, are preparing 
to deal with suffragist disturbers, 
and to do so with ungloved haiids. 
A special branch of the Civil 
Volunteer Force has been formed 
to take suitable action for the 
protection of property. The 
press also report that the mili­
tant suffragists, as represented 
by such organizations as the 
"Arson Squad," are merely the 
paid agents of the Woman's 
Suffrage Association, who gave 
£50 ($250) for the mutilation 
of the " Rokeby Venus." 

Or will certain Interests, under the guise of imperial needs, floo<;l 
our country with cheap and unskilled labor ?-Vancouver Sun. 

The many suggestions as to 
the right method of repressing the women rioters may be classed 

fL'llows are bullying the Japanese officers of the steamer and call­
ing <lO\\·n curses on the heads of the white race. They freely dnd,11'e that if any attempt is made to move the vessel from her 
a.nd10rage, they will immediately go to war." 

A striking proposal is made by the British Columbia M. P., 
1'v1r. II. Stevens, in a speech at Vancouver. He believes that the 
Jndia,n Govcrnmont-i.c, the English administration in lndia­
aro not n.nxiot1s that imc·n mombors of the population as tho Sikhs 
:d11l\lltl r;n.il u.w11y to C11nu.<ln., and argues that British Columbia 
WOl1ld !Ind lwr justincu.tion in a docree of the India Council. 
Ji u says: 

'' T am'eonvineml that tho placing of the control of immigra.tion to this count.ry in thP hn.1H.ls of tlw Indiu.n Government, would 
uffor tho Jw::;t, solution of t.l10 difficultit-1s which are now being ex­puri@l·od. Tho r<'gulations would be made to apply to ~ettlers only, of whom only a certain number would be allowed m each 
y"en.r.'' 

Mr. Stevens charged that the attempt to carry the question 
from court to court until it reached the Privy Council was a 
party move, and he added: "We have men on the bench of 
British Columbia ,vho are willing and ready to give a decision 
oppo~ed to tho will of the poople." 

Liko so mn.ny public. questions in Canada, Hindu immigrntion 
boc'.ornes a.t last the football of party politics, and we read in the 
Libora.l Svn (Vancouver) that under a Laurier ministry the 
1\·01nn a11 111 Jfarn would not have been permitted to enter a 
Cn,nadiull lmrbor. To quoto this orgn,n: 

" '1' !111 whole• truth, in f1wt., in rP~itrtl to tho Rit11at.ion here at pr11s<'1 1t is· t li1Lt il lias lH'rnl dl'lilil'rn,tt,ly m·f1t1.tod by the Govern-
111, •11\, wliit·ll d()l'S not wish to turn this ship-loa.d of Hindus back nnd wlii<·h l1opos that tho euurts will open the doors to them 011 t. h, i ground thn.t t.hP ord11r in council is ultra vircs." 

•1~110 sit llat.ion derives a morA ominous significance from a dis­
p:~t.eh ;;ont 1.,0 the Toronto Globe from Vancouver, in which we read 
Lh..t t ne\\'S h.1d come from "a semiofficial source" declaring ''.a : 
second steamer with 350 Hindus aboard'.' had left for Canada~ .. 

as follows: • 
• 1. Leaving "hunger-striking" prisoners to die. 

2. Deportation. 
3. Classifying them as lunatics, criminal or other. 
Mr. McKenna, in his long-expected statement in Parliament, 

said that none of these expedients would be resorted to, but he 
intimatod that the Crown will take civil procoeclings against 
subserihors to tho funds of tho militant, org11ni7,ations to rocovor for 
the d11mago dono by iwts of outrage. To quot.o hiH wordR, in pu.rt: 

"The Oovornment is convinced th11t much more harm tlmn good would result from leaving the 'hunger-strikers' to die. We shall continue for some time to rely mainly upon the effect of 1 the 'Cat and Mouse' Act . and the incessant police harrying to which criminal organizations have been rightly subjected. The 'Cat and Mouse' Act has been in operation just a year and it has been attended with remarkable success. Several women convicted of outrages have given undertakings, none of which has yet been broken, to forsake militant methods. Others have served their sentences in full .... The authorities are convinced that they have reduced the trouble to manageable 
propo_rtions. '' 

Letting them starve to death if they will, however, is ad­
vocated in some religious quarters. The Jesuit, Father Bernard 
Vaughan, approves of letting the suffragette die, if she refuses 
to take the food provided. He is reported in the London 
press as saying:" There is nothing ethically wrong in l8t.ting them 
die. Let thorn start at once and make up for lost time." The 
Rev. A. J. Waldron, vicar of Rt. Matthew's, Brixton, coincides, 
and the Rev. Richard l◄'ree, vicar of St. Clement's, Fulham, 
thinks the proposal a very good one. "I have advocated it 
for many months," he said. "Let them die." But a writer 
signing himself "A Spanish Theologian," and therefore evi­
dently of the Roman faith ,:

1
writes to the London Evening Stand• 

:ard, which had invited _the; discussion, as follows: 
• I, 

"I have read with great surprize _Father Bernard Vaughan's - . 


