early immigrants from India is
becoming much more clear.

‘As citizenship week falls in

April, and 1987 is the 40th an-
niversary of the time the East In-
dian people were given citizenship
and the right to vote in Canada, 1
sought out one of the first women
to come to Canada from far off
India.

Mrs. Maha Kour Lashman arriv-
ed in Canada in 1928 as a 16-year-
old bride. Her husband Lashman
Singh had been one of the first im-
migrants to Canada. They settled
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drove any who neede& medical at-
tention to Duncan.
The women made their own fun

meeting in each other’s homes with

their sewing, knitting and em-
broidery work. The Lashman fami-
ly had one of the few wells in the
village and as usually happens, the
well became a gathering place. As
most of the women came as young
brides, the well became an outlet
for child’s play with water fights
a common occurrence during the

hot weather. Of course, none had

ever seen snow before coming to
Canada so snow ball fights and
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He spoke in a large hall with so

- many people packed in to see him.

It soon became unbearable inside.

~ As the Prime Minister spoke only

in Hindi, they were not able to
understand very much but
everyone travelled to the Van-
couver Sikh temple to meet with

- him again and all shared in the

meal served at the temple.

In his talk to the Sikhs, the Prime
Minister encouraged them to con-

~tinue their struggle for citizenship

and voting rights. Although Mrs.

Lashman arrived in Canada in
1928 she did not apply for her



