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CANADA IS HOME , 
. ... 
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This . is a story · ol; fate-and>hoi 
because of "fate, two families -came 

' 

a 

to enjoy a lasting frien~ship. · The • , , 
s~ory begins in Indi(\ with a young · · · ' , . 
girl w,ho hada fascination with life ,Jndo . Canatti&ri .. 
in the west _; Even so far as asking · · ·, • · · · . - , 
every fortune teller she met to read· _. · 
her palm and tell if, her future in-· 
eluded a trip . abroad. . h 

. · It is the story of Madhuri An·and· 
who for the past' 17 years, has · 
taught the art of Indian Style cook: · 

I . Joan, Mayo 

ing at the Malaspina night school sent him away and chose one he 
classes. Madhuri admits that even , thought would be more suitable. 
~s a ~hild she. was fascina~ed with Bo~p and raised in_ the . city of 
l~~e_ 1n the western culture, par- · _.Amritsar in northern Punjab, her 
t1~ularly the ,,~-you·ng· peoples . b~sic_ ~chooling was obtained in a 
fre~do!11 of c~oice. : , - ~chool for girls in Amritsar, follow-

lron1c~lly 1t ~was in denying a ·ed by studies in a government col-
yo~ng girl the. freedom to choose lege and finally the Punjab Uni,ver-
her ow~, husb~nd __ that resul!~ in sity,- .. w)lere she received degrees in 
Madhuri s ach1~v1fig her ~es1re ~o t~e faculty of arts, · bachelor of arts 
c?me to_ Canada. In India, mar:- and master of arts, majoring in 
r1ages ar~ arranged by the parents political science and philosophy. At 
and gr~ndpar~n~s of~oth the-boys the college and university level, all 
and girls. Little did Madhuri's courses were taught in English. 

· pa~en!s kno~ that in carefully Although she earned a diploma in 
select1ng .. a suitable husband for her social service work, being a girl, 
they had chosen a man who also . _ her parents would not allow her to 
dreamed of living in ~anada. Both work. ·. 
Madhuri and her future husband, Her husband, -Bhanu, known in 
Andy, ~ere thoroughly ~creened t9 Canada as Andy, was born in Pun-
be certain they were compatible to jab but. ,ived most of his life in the 
~ac~·other, ~ven to the point of con- capital ·tity of New Delhi. He first 
sµlt1ng ·their horoscopes. What a obtained a bachelor of commerce 
disappointment it must have been degree, !hen entered a research in-
for their respective families when stitute where he studied dry ·kilns. 
they de~ide~ to· tr_y. life in Canada. At the time of their marriage, he 

Her life 1n Ind-ia had been very owned his own business in scien-
restricted. Even her · friends and tific instruments in Delhi. 
play~ates· had to be approved ~y ·The decision to give up their 
her parents. · When she was first comfortable life in India: and strike 
mar~i~d, her fath~r-in-law, disap- o~t on their own to a country they 
proving of her choice of a servant, had only read about ·and where they 
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knew not a single· person, was a dif­
ficult one and on __ e they had to keep 
sectet from their families. Travell­
ing with t4eir one-year-old · 
daughter Vaneeta, they first took 
t}1e train from Delhi to · Calcutta, 
then by plane to Hong Kong, by 
ship to San Francisco, ending with 
the long train ride from San Fran­
cisco to Vancouver. 

Here is where their luck chang-
. ed and fate took over. Arriving 1n 
Va~couver, they went to the bank 
to ,collect the money they had for­
warded, only to be told the money 
had not arrived. Having already 
spent all of their travelling money 
and not knowing anyone in Canada, 
they related their plight to the peo­
ple at the department of immigra­
tion. A friend in India had ·given 
Andy a letter of introduction to the 
Mayo family. The immigration peo­
ple knew that the late Mayo Singh 
had helped many new arrivals, so 
he telephoned Mayo's family in 
Paldi, who invited the young fami­
ly to move in with them until they 
could make · their own 
arrangements. - --

As fate would have it, their ac­
count had been put in the wrong 

-er 
file, and even though they recieved 
a letter of apology from the bank, 
if the mistake had not been made 
they w~uld never have come to 
Duncan at all and the friendship 
that has grown between our two 
families, might never h'ave been .. 

To combat her loneliness, 
Madhuri signed up for night 
school, taking courses in accoun­
ting, bookkeeping and several han­
dicrafts and· gardening courses. An-­
dy joined the Chamber of Com­
merce, took a job on the school 
board, was vice chairman of the 
Centennial Committee ~nd they 
both joined the Independent Order· 
of Foresters. In 1969 Madhuri 
began teaching English to new 
Canadians and East Indian 
cooking. · 

After 16 years in Canada, and the 
births of three more children, they 
still longed for their families back · 
home. A visit back in India proved 
they were still torn between life in 
India and Canada. Four years later, 
Madhuri took one of her Canadian 
friends home for a visit. Still, after 
20 years in· Canada, they were 
chaperoned everywhere they went, 
and even when one day they slip­
ped · out unnoticed, when they 
.returned her family seemed to 
know everywhere they ha.d been 
th~d~ · ' 

Now the freedom of Canada has 
won out over the more restricted 
life in India. She retains her interest 
in social work, keeping a special 
spot in her heart for the · sick · and 
elderly, often cooking and deliver- ., 
ing meals to them. 


