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MINUTES OF A HINDU MASS MEETING HELD IN
DOMINION HALL, VANUOUVER? BRITISH COLUMBIA,
ON SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 1914.

Chairmen: Hoosain Rahim.

Meeting celled to order at # P. M.
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HOOSAIN RAHIM spoke as follows:

Ledies end gentlemen we are met here this efter-
noon for the purpose of hearing g number of our
friends, among them Mr- J. Edward Bird, who hes ever
been & friend of the working man. We will also hear
from 2 number of our own people. Mr-+ Stevens hass seid
that a Hindu priest or & Hindu lecturer could not be
an orator+ At the time he said that we chellenged
him - we could show him thet he was & thirty cents
worth orator compered with the working clsss orators.
We also have with us Comrade Fitzgerald, ready to
teke up the chellenge in the moment of need. Thers
is & resolution to be moved by Sohen Lel. There mi ght
be one other speeker, but when these speakers ere

closed we will sllow the platform to enyone who cares

to come forward and speak, pro or con. This being

The order of the meeting I now call upon Mr. J.
Edward Bird.

J. EDWARD BIRD:
Mr. Chairmen, ladies &nd gentlemen, I heve
been asked by the Committee &nd by Mr. Rahim,
Cheirmén of this meeting, to speek this efternocon
on the subject of this ship, the Komesgate Maru ana
the invasion of the Hindue &s the newspapers commonly

c6ll 1t. Now I am not here as & politfcisn - I am
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in this matter eimply as & lawyer end I heve tried to the .
best of my ability to get a test case before our courts

for the purpose of finding dut a8 to whether these men

ére entitled to land or not. They came here on the £2nd
day of May and since that time I have been sparring for

én opening to the best of my ability, trying to get =

case before the Court to test the validity of the Act =~

the Immigration Act -~ and of the Orders-in-Council under
that Act, and I have sparred in vain for én opening- I have
not been able to get anything before the Court on any
reesonable excuse whetever #hat would test the Orders-in-
Council. Why I heve not been able to do this, gentlemen,

I cennot séy. I can only surmise that the instruetions from
the Department st Ottawa to the Immigration eauthorities

here was to delay metters end deley matters &nd procrastinete
énd deley until such time &s these péople were starved beack
to their origineal port from whence Tthey sziléd. I under-
stend therewere 376 men originslly seiled on the Komagata
Maru for the Port of Vancouver. We did whet we could,

Mr+ Rehim and I, to try 2nd prevent their érriving at the
Port of Vencouver, but we did not succeed. Mr+ Rehim hed

& plessent little trip to Port Alberni, but the ship had
péssed in the night. Now Vancouver is one of the pro-
hibitive ports of entry. The Government have been plecsed
under this Act to prescribe 42 ports in British Columbis

at which laborers end ertisans ere refused entry. Why they
select British Columbia for this Ssignal privilege I do not
know. At sll events they heve and we heve the espectacle of
the Dominion Government 8ilngling out a certain Province

énd preventing laborers coming in from any of the ports

mentioned in the Orders in Council. It does not prevent thei
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coming in €l ong the eastern border of the Province- It does
not prevent them coming in probably £long the southern border,
it does not prevent them coming in probsbly slong the Pacific
border. Hindues or anybody that cen quelify under other
Ordere in Council cen come hotwithstanding the latest orders
in Council at eny of the ports of the Atlantic, at any of thne
Southern ports on the Americen boundary, but they cannot

come in slong the Pecific, and they have selected 42 of the
ports - prectically all the eveilable spots at +hich entry
can be mede.

Now gentlemen in order to understend somewhat of thie
situation I am sure I will heve to teéke you & little bit into
a congiderstion of this Immigration Act* This Immigration
Act wes psssed in 1910 by & good Liberel Govermment. Thet
Covermment prescribed the terms under which people c&n enter
Cenede, end under Section 3 - "No immigrent, pessenger Or
other person, unless he is & Canadien citizen or has Canadi&n
domicile” end I mey stete for the benefit of this meeting =
for those who do not know the Act - thet it ie prescribed thet
two yeers residence in Canads shall constitute Cansedién
domicile, so that eny many who hes been here for two jyears
i entitled to return as & Csnadien citizen - "shall Dbe
permitted to lend in Cansde or in case of having lended in
or entered Cenede, gshell be be permitted to remein therein
who belonge to any one of the following classes.” Now
followe that certain cless - certain set of clesses and I
will just summarize them into those who are mentally
deficient, those physically deficient and those morally
 deficient. In the list &re included prostitutes &nd
I nrocurers end cherity immigrents. So that in these three

clgeses Cansdsa has designated the classes of men that she
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does not want and I do not think thet &ny of us here,
whether pro-Hindu or ageinst, want any of these proecribed
classes to pet into Canada. They ere undesirable - parasites
on society, and they are the unfortunates who will be &
public charge &énd they sre otherwise not wanted by us. Then
the Act seys thet in eaddition to these classes of unde-
sirables - in clesses &s denominated under Section I -
such a class &s shall be desipgnsted by the Governor in
Council for the time being. Now the Governor in Council
of course is nothing more then the Executive Council
- at Ottawa, composed of the Ministers at Ottaws* I am just
stating this in cese there is enyone not knowing our
institutions, who ie not 2ble to follow me. This &xecutive
council have the power under this Act to pass Orders in
Council whiﬁh haje the force of statutes, provided they
do not otherwise infringe upon the powers &nd provisions
laid down in the Act+ Now this good Livwersl Government
some time ago pevseld certain legisletion by Order in Council
and cglled in Order P, C. 918, Order in Council 918, 926
énd 920. Without going into details we want to give you &n
idea of what these Orders in Council were. The first pre-
scribed or one of them did that no immigrant of Asiatic
origin shell be allowed to enter Canada unless in possession
of 00 in hies or her own right, unless such person be &
netive of & country such ags Japan where where there is an
arrangement in relation to the entry of countrymen of that
netionality; but they se&y here that no person of Asiatic
origin shell be 2llowed in unless he has in his personsl
possession the sum of (200. Now that Order in Council came
under the careful scrutiny of one of his Majesty's Justices
in this Province snd he exemined it with a microscope to
-
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see if 1t infringed any of these principles that the
law hoes Jaw has a2id down as & test. He examined these
Orders in Council and found them 211 wanting end in Msarch
in the case of Neraim Singh he declared those Orders in
Council of no force+ That left the door wide open for Hindus
énd &ll netionalities of Asistic origin to come in. GCGurdit
Singh, who is now on board the XLomagate Meru, wes in Singae-
pore. Hde pot word thet the doors of Cenade are wide oven.
He hired & ship, and possibly &8 & pure commercisl venture
engeged to transport men of his country to this country.
They picked them up at different points elong the rosd where
thgy hed got on their way to Canada, some at Singapore,
Hong Xong, Moji and some elsewhere &t different points. He
arrenged to chaerge them & fare, to which they willingly
agreed, bectuse there is no transportation company that is
-not more or lese influenced by the Canadisn Covernment &nd
by Canadien legislation especially with relation to immi-
gration, snd no no transportation to Cansds by a direct
route from India. These men therefore heéve never been able,
either before or since, to comply with one of the terms of
an Order in Council thet I will now read. The other Order
in Council is "From &nd after this date the landing in
Canade shall be and the seame is hereby prohibited of any
immigrant who hze come to Canada otherwise than by continuous
Journey from the country of which he is & native or naturalized
citizen and upon & through ticket purchased in that country
or prepaid In Cansda™

Now pentlemen these men heve never been able to comply
with thet, end that Order in Council wes possibly paesed
by the Covernor in Council for the express purpose of prevente
ing our fellow British subjects in Indie from coming to
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Censde. Note that our Canedien Government, which otherwise
we might ressonably be proud of heve not hed the courage 1o
say what they intended Dby implication to be read out of this.
They have not seid we will forbid Indien subjects To come
to Cenadas They hsve s&2id no one shall come except by
continuous journey. What & rouﬁdabout wey of going &t it.

They first found that there was no etesmehip compeny coming
fron Indie to Canade, no possibility of them being trans-
ported by eny meens and they could not get here until & bright
idese struck Gurdit Singh to bring them in here and attempt

to do something for hies countrymen. Now I Co not pretend

to discuss the economies of this matter, but no doubt the
foct ie that they were probably influenced by the same motTive
which influenced our forefathers. 1 know my own people

& couple of cecenturies ago immigrated to this country foom
Irelend beceuse they were poor. They needed & change 1in &
new lend where land was free, snd where institutions were
favorable to allowing their family to grow up ani to expand
aﬁd to grow. Actuated probably by the seme motives these
gindus want to come to our country, because there is not &
country under the sun that is so glorious as our Cansda.
Do we blame them, therefor, for attempting to come to Caneda?
gurely not, we ere patriotis enough - we &re proud of our
country - enthusiastic about &ll our own institutions -

baed e8 they are - we think them better than those of any countryt
in the world. Why blame these Hindus for coming in here. They
come in here because they in their own country - becauge of
famine 2hAd overcrowding - are poor. They are multiplying -
and thef as 1in the 0ld Country - Greet Britain and Irelend -
multiply so feet that they kust seek new fields. Now
gentlemen they are coming out here end knocking politely at
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the door of Censds and ssking for the privilege of coming

in end of coming in lawfully. They do not pretent for & moment
that as & country we have not & right to pass immigretion
laws that will exclude them. All they &re i:iii;fiﬂ that the
laws in Cansde at present do not exelude them &nd if they
heve a chrnce of coming before the Courts of thie lend, &8

in the csse before Chief Justice Hunter there will be found
no law to keep them out. Thet is what they are saying on board
this ship today, not that tkey want to come in in defisnce of
the law but in compliance with the lew. They say that as

the 0ld Orders in Council were found wanting &nd bad by

Chief Justic Hunter, so the new Orders in Council recently
pessed in substitution of the o0ld Orders &re likewise full

of defecte end full of flaws and not such as ¥hx to bar their
legel entrence today. Now thet is what they &re here for -
seeking to get in lepally and properly. All this that you
heaxr in the pepers about riots sndferments and trouble &xw

is froth on the surfasce. The fact is they are trying to

get in legally - the fact is thet the immigration authorities
instead of %xykmx brinpging on & test cese &t which the Orders
in Council -- they mey be good law -~ cén be determined &s

to whether they &re pood law or not, instead of doing tThis
they have brougsht on everjthing else they ceén conceive of.
Pimt they tried out the men who have returned to Canc-da for &
second time. There was no question of those 1if they hed in
fect Censdian domicile end after weeting weeks and weeke they
let them all in. These men are in. Then there &re 88 men
that they claim to be defective - 77 of those they find 3
defective on account of trachom&. Now 1 ¢do not know much
sbout trachome, but I know that men cén live to old age with

trachome. There is some little pranular substance in the

avae. Jfoparently it is conterious end liable 1f reinle &rxe
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the door of Cenade and asking for the privilege of coming

in end of coming in lawfully. They do not pretent for & moment
that as & country we heve not & right to pases immigration
laws that will exclude them. All they &re iiiiii is that the
laws in Canede at present do not exclude them and if they
héve a chence of coming before the Courts of this land, &8

in the case before Chief Justice Hunter there will be found
no law to keep them out. Thaet is what they &re saying on board
this ehip today, not that tkey want to come in in-\:ieﬁance of
the law but in compliance with the law. They say:that 8.g

the 0ld Orders in Council were found wanting and bad by

Chief Justic Hunter, so the new Orders in Council recently
pessed in substitution of the o0ld Orders are likewise full

of defects and full of flews and not such as khx to bar their
legel entrance today. Now thet is what they are here for -
seeking to get in legally and properly. All this that you
hear in the papers about riots asndferments and trouble &x=m

is froth on the surface. The fact is they are trying to

get in legslly - the fact is that the immigration suthorities
inetead of Exykmmg bringing on a test cese at which the Orders
in Council -~ they ma&y be good law --= can be determined as

to whether they are good law or not, instesd of doing this
they have brought on everything else they cen conceive of.
Fixt they tried out the men who have returned to Canada for e
second time. There was no question of those if they had in
faect Cenadian domicile and after wasting weeks &nd weeks they
let them all in. These men are in. Then there are 88 men
thaet they cleim o be defective = 77 of those they .find
defective on account of trachome. Now I do not know much
about trachoma, but I know that men c&n live to 0ld age with
trachome.. There is some little granular substance in the

eye. Avparently 1t is contapious and liable if people are
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cereless in using towele end so on - liable %o be carried

from one to the other. Now they ere starting on the 77 men
who are s&id to heve treschome. They heve got through gbout

12 anéd probably two monthe from now they will haeve got througn
the rest of them, &nd heve & real test case on one of the new
men, and see if they can enter-

Thet is the situstion, that ie why 211 this delay and
telk in the newspepers. They have got control of the menspe-
ment of effesire end nothing can be done. They claim they
are not imprisoning them and there can be no hebeee corpus
proceedings @s long as they &£re not imprisoneé. They &re
only on the borderldné of Canade - just The seme a8 8 man
coming to Bleine end being met by an immigretion officer who

sgke him &8 to his right to enter, end who seys stand back.
That is the position of this ship at the present time. They
are asking to come in - in the ‘seme wey &8 the men &t Blaine.
Until thq# are in Cansde snd held for deportation or impris-
oned you cammot test the metter in the Courts. They &re

not subject to our jurisdiction until the immigration

officers ere reedy to dispose of them. We cannot get them to
dispose of sny one end hence £ll this delay. It may be that
these Ordere in Council will all be found to be good when
tested in the Courts. It mey be thet some lewyers heve formed
the opinion - the cerefully considered opinion - that they

ere bad+ Other lewyers will find that they are good on
examination, and we have only got one recourse for & test, thet
is 8t the foot of the throne - that is as represented by the
Judges of the Supeme Court of British Columbie - by & writ

of mendemus+ Now that remedy ie &2 old &s British liberty.

1t ie one of the fundamental principles thet the Crown has
slweys reserved to itself. They have pessed legielation
under Sectione 18 and 23 of the Immigration “et attempting



to prevent the Supreme Court or sny Court from interfering with
the immipgration officers, end the immigration officisals heve
felt thet they are 1little Czars and heve proceeded &8 such,
ebsolutely in the most autocratic msnner ever known in Censda.
Chief Justice Hunter &t Victoria in presence on the
argument of the Nersim Singh cese seid to Mr. Teylor when the
latter seid he dié not propose to abide by the order of the
Chief Justice - "iAre we in Russia"? and thet iz whet I feel
like saying helf the time before the Immigration Depertment
here - are we in Russia. It is the most autocratic, the
most undemocratic of our institutions. They talk sghout
socialist® and ansrchists. There ie no set of ansrchists in
Cenada like the Immigraetion Officiels, who defy &1l law
snd order end who have told me that they do not know whether
they &re goigg to 2bide by the Suprema*Court ordersg if they
ere found to be bed. Whaet & pretty spectacle we would
heve gentlemen - it would be the biggest treat I have ever
hed 1f ¥r. Bowser representing the lew department of this
Province hed to enforce en order of the Chief Juetice of
his Supreme Court of‘fhis Province apeinst the Conservative
Government represented by the Immipgration Officisls. We
would have lMr. Bowser srming the militia sgeinst the Immigration
Officers fxyimx and trying to enforce the orders of the
3upreme Court. Those who stert habeas corpus proceedings
reslly epply at the foot of the throne for the Xing himself
in the xxERaxt percon of one of His Me jesty's Justices to
decide a8 to 'hether there hae been illegel detention in fsct.
And thet hes even been enforced sgeinet the highest Ministers
of the Crown, &and it is one of our righte snd Hinia fellow
subjecte eand fellow citizens can appeal to His Me jesty the
geme &8 we cen, and gentlemen that is the position they ere

in here. They want to get_ag opportunity to appeal -~ they
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went the privilege of appeeling - and they sre being delefed
from dey to dey, snd I heéve not the slightest doubt thet
they cen be deleyed until Christmes, &nd you will hsve The
spectacle of these men being held there - I won't say they
are sterving - I don't know - I have never hed sn opportunity
of investigating. I have tried to get up thet geng plenk and
1 have been told by Mr. Nelson, the Immigration Officer, that
if I put my foot on the gang plenk he would throw me in the
ocean. I had Gurdit Singh's suthority &e charterer to go
on boerd, and I just tell you gentlemen there is not & single
thing from one cover of the Act to the other to authorize
the immigration suthorities to teke possession of thet ship
illegelly or improperly. They may go on board for the purpose
of carrying on their duties but that does not suthorize them
to fill the geng plank with srmed men, and to heve #2n ermed
petrol. The Hindus heve sctually eppesled to Xing George
in regard to getting the privilege of interviewing counsel,
and yeeterday I had the honour of receiving a ftelegram from
the Secretaery of the Governor General at Ottaws to the effect
thet the Immipgration suthorities have repar ted to His Me jesty
thet I have full opportunity to interview the Hindustanees,
which jg felse. 1 heve wired back that such &€ statement is
only pertielly true. I have seen Gairdit Singh once. Once
I hed the esteemed privilege, surrounded by £rmel men on &
leunch run by some policemen, to interview CGurdit Singh for
sbout an hour. Thaet is the only time and because I forced
myeelf to & point where they could hardly refuse without
throwing me in the oceén. I have had the most piteous letters
from Gurdit Singh and his Secretary thet they are starving.
The Immipration Officiale are holding them there and treating
them 8¢ they would not eny herd of cattle thet they hed ey

o 10 =
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regerd for. 1 heard & man the other dey talking al the

Club. He seid - I was teking & load of cattle &nd horses

up to Alasks & short time ago and ever time that ship would
1end end I couldget a2 chence I would teke those horses
gshore, but our fellow British subjects sre not allowed thet -
they are coopeé up like so meény hene in & coop, &nd kept on
boeard that ghip in & manner 1 am hesrtily ashamed of, &nd I
should think thet all these ladies and gentlemen would say
w fle that it is & shame.

Now gentlemen I am not going to desl with the metter at
sny great length. There &re men who can discuss this
gituetion much more &bly then I, but I have no doubt that
this situation growe out of an economic condition. These
men are driven from their own country by economic conditions
énd our men who have the funds are trying to keep them out
for economic ressone. They think they will be competitors
with them. They think they will enter the seme field snd the
séme merket where they ere selling their labor power, end
every mén in the lest sense votes &ccording &8s his vnocket
dictates, eand we heve the spectacle of these men whom we
send to Ottawe, because they heve the votes behind them,
beheﬂne in the manner they do -- not from sny sense of
principle facing the subject ae gtetesmen would ¢ o e&nd
inguiring if there ies anything which can be done. Gentle-
men I feel that something big enéd portentous is hspoening.
This is Jjust the commencement of trouble - I ¢o not pretend
to think anything different. Ve &re denying our fellow
British subjects the right of entry into Canade, the
right o/ shering with ue in part our sdvantapges ss
inhebitents of Cannda, end just imepgine the reverse -- sup-

voeing & greet meny people of Canadisn birth were seexing to

go into Indie and knocking at the door of Hindustani in the
- 11
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the s&me wey wexxxm were treated in the séme wey &8 those
4indus on board the Komagates Msru. wha% £ howl there

would be - the whole worlé would hesy it, end instead of
talking moderately &8 I feel these Hindus heve under the
circumetences we would hear the moet dire threats,the most
dreadful imprecations celled down upon the British Crown,
‘all kinds of seditious language would be used by us if we
were kept out where we felt we had & right to go, &nd
gentlemen these men are doing nothing more. lon't believe
&ll these teales of sedition, of wrong-doing that you hesr.

I heve hesard from time to time that these men sre angérchists
énd they are £ll1 bad, &ll Socislists. 1 have myself the
honour of belonging to the Canadisn Socialist Party for years
énd 1 heve never seen & Socialist yet who wes not & decent
mén - the only differcnce is that he thinke snd triee to
resson the thing out for himeeli, end comes to some logicel
conclusion &8 to his future. The other men, like the red-
haireé¢ boy, takes sfter his foather in politics and religion
g8 well &8 red heir. I wes born to & good feith es a Methodise
end 28 & Liberel. I &m not sure thet ! I have got away from
it beceuee I sssocicted in British Columbis with Socialiets
but I got thinking for myself instead of taking things second
hend.

Now gentlemen don't believe &l]l these stories that you
hesr gbout the Hindus. I believe there is no finer rsace
phyeicelly or mentally than the Sikh. Look &t these
megnificent mea. Ve see them every dey on the street - we
ere proud to say these men &re o0ld soldiers in the British
Army - 1 heve hetrd thet remerk, send 1 believe it wos &

Hindu thet took within the last year or two the Nobel Prize

for the grestest contribution to science in that perticuler

TN
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year. FPhysically they &sre our superiors end mentelly

our equals. They have not had the seme conditions &8s we,

but gentlemen a century or & guarter of a century will see

these men ranking with us in the profeseions, ae merchénts -

equélliing ue in other departments, end gentlemen, to own

up ff&nkly is it not that we are afreid of these men, be-

céuse they are our competitors, beceuse they ere coming here

for the purpose of competing with us, ig not that the the

fact? e talk sbout keeping this & white men'e country --

snd see if that is not prejudice in your heart. It is not

anything else but your economic interest which mskes you

weant to keep these men out. Look &t our millions of

acres given away to speculetors - lying idle - by our
Government at Victoria. Gentlemen there &re millions

of men who could farm our lemnds. All our people -

enr*white'racaa - wént to congregate in the cities+ These

men want to go out into the lapd and farm it. There is

hérdly anybody else on that ehip but farmers - there is no

prevarication in that - they are farmers most of them. Meny
of them have farmed their own lsnd in the o0ld couantry but they

heve met witlh reverses, feilures of crope, and they come

out here to seek better conditions, and possibly to bring their

femilies in, if that is permitted GCentlemen examine it and

you will find back of it nothing that calls upon you to

86y we don't went thoee men. If you do it ie the prejudice

of the Pharisee in your heart. vWe don't went to pess them

in the street cere - we sty they ere dirty, but they are not -

they are no more diriy than the white people. Go into the

logging cempe end see conditions among our white men there.

These men have no wives to woﬂ: for them. Go into the
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had his monthly cleening up yet. I would heve geid his ennusl
cleaning up. If you see any evidence of that kind around
put it down to the fact that these men heve not their help-
metes here-

We cell this country & grest one end we claim They sare
guilty of immorality. Take an egual number of Cenadisns
and see whether they match in morslity with these m2n.
I do not think & men of you has & serious compunction about
letting them in on thet ground.

Now gentlemen, why all this delay, why don't they come
to grips with us and see if the Orders in Council are good eoTr
not, snd 2ll I cen say is I do not know - &ll I can say is thet
I see some of the Immigretion Officials right here -~ 1
sey they ean go back and say their plans &re known -- there
is very grave doubt &s to the validity of those Orders in
Counce il. This Conservative Govemment &t Ottawa probably
is blaming the Libersl Govermment for making bad 1egislatioﬁ.
¥hy not have it tested? For some reason they are delaying 1it.
Do not bleme the Hindus if you sey this farce dragped on for
months. If necessary they can wait & century - verhaps they

will 211 die on board before this thing is decided.

(Concluded)
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HOOSAIN RAHIM:

the officers in charge of the Immigration Depertment
in Vencouver, if 1 give my opinion I will tell you the l.7.7.'s
pale ianto insignificance with those dirty creatures who in
the name of the Zing and flepg po act desnicebly. Now we
workKing men know whet they ere. The miners' situstion hos
convinced me whet they were, snd I heve learned sgo much I know
even dindu coolies &re better then these white men coolies.
However all these facte heve to be borne witnese to by some-
body, and se Mre Bird wes thrown - prectically thrown over-
boerd &nd practically kickeé and illtreasted by the Immigration
authorities, I wanted him to come forwerd and beﬁr witness
to these facts.

I will now call on Comrede Fitzpersld to sddress

the meeting.

MR. PITZGERALD:

Ve heve been informed that a certsin Jrder-in-Council
decided thet Z;x::;'ef Asjetic origir could come ianto this
country unlese possessed of 20 much money and paseing certein
exeminations, ete. Do you know that I think sll you Censdians
hed better go and cremate yourselves and I think thaet £11 the
members of the British trades outside of Indis hed bLetter RO
end cremate themselves, for my studies tesch me thet there is

not one of you could pass into Csnade becouse of that Order-

tom Gowawal, N0 Those of you who sare here have no right to
to be here. 1 do not know of any collection of humen society
that did not have #n Asistic origin, end in & country like
this on & day called the cabvath, you will find the churches
€nd in thoge churches are pulpite and you #1ll find oven;the
iatelligent heads of the Immigration Dapertment there sisping
"Leed Xindly Light" to an Asistic God. Everybody knows wxho
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 knows anything thst the Jesus Christ of the Church &8s
worshipped in this city &nd country and throughout the

white sveaking countries penertlly - their omne great Saviour -
wet an Asiatic from first to lest, vnd why our Censdisn Immi-
gretion authorities should so gratuitously insult the God

we heve been taught to worship 2o devoutly peoEes me® 1l move,
gentlemen, thst we severely ceneure the Immigration suthorities
of thie purt of the world for so deep ¢nd terrible &n insult
exnressed sguinst the God of Christian theology throughout the
world. I think we should cell the country to order on that
sccount « lone .

Indie is & long way off+ You come fxrom & couniry

in which there vre two hundred und sixteen millione of you
#ll divided into different sects - one sect opposing Tae
other, snd beczuse of the opposition expressed between sect
end sect ¢ little tin pot veople in the north-esst pert of the
Atlentic cen go into your country and dominete you - cian Ye-
duce you to such & level economically ithat you cre nov only
willing but snxious to come to & country that many of us

would only be too glad to pet cway from. Two hundred &nd
sizteen millions of you &nd your sonpge huve been sung

¢nd your heroism hus been extolled Ly lerding writers the
world over, the churges mude by you in defence of the

British Empire heve been glorious, but I say to you now 1if
the white men of the Britieh Enpire keep you “rom moving
within thet BEmpire it is up to you. Teke my udvice Iriends -
teke thie from me - there vre thiags thet you hive to leern and
one thing ies this.

LA few yeurs (g0 our bubiness men were glid tTo hive
you here. Why? Thelr economic interests at that time called

for your a«dmittence «nd they admitted you, but yeurs hive
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passed and after all you are not so cheap & form of labor
88 they thought you would be+. Je, the so-celled white
people &re far cheaper than you ever knew to be, &re we not?
¥ho 80 docile as & white wege sleve - who g0 guick to obey
the commend of the foreman - who cen be s0 bullied s the
white weage cleve, and who more productive than the white
wege slave, and the reeson why your brotherse on the "Komagate
deru" sre not being edmitted to this country ie thet you stend '
in the wey of the exploitation of we white men, we &re eo
prodiictive as wage slaves. Teke my advice - you mey go dback
to India, but the men of the Zomapate Maru will see to it
that not only they but every one of you becomes &n sgitating
force in India.

Jot 80 long ego Mr. Kier Hurdie went to Indie
end before entering upon Mr. Kier Hardie's miesion in thet
country I will po 20 far &¢ to state that 211 our szdvenced Press
I heve nothing sgsinst the Press - it can excite nothine in me
but that compesegion thet any man mipht feel for the elime in the
gutters, in thie or eny other city. Zier Hardie protested |
ggainet the outregeous conditione in that country, end &t the
séme Time the entire Press of the Enplith spescking worléd wes
cherging him with sedition. Do you know the mesning of the
word sedition? I will tell you whet it meane - wheshever you
atiempt by word or sction to interfere with the materiasl
intereste not on}y of the rich of Indie but of the cepitalists
of the Enplish speakinsg Empire or sny other country, you
are gullty of sedition. Xier Herdie heving celled the sttention
of the world to conditione in Indis wee wee rebuked by the

éntire Frees - snd how the Press cen lie! I heve nothing but
gympathy for the individuel who must work for the Press. 1

would much rather die of etervation - I would much rmther die
17
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of some dirty, foul disease than be in the employ of the averafge
newsneéper under exieting conditione. I would not eo contaminate
myself - I would remsein cleen. Now when Xier Hardie srrived
in Hew Lealand he told ue there of some of the conditions under
which these Hindus worked. Now gentlemen of Cansade, gnd 1 use
thet word becéuse I have been reading IMEXANASPLEBREE novels
lately énd the word "gentleman"” is falling from my lips very
glibly, but do not misunderstend me - there is nothing in it -
Just note thet you are as far removed from being "gentlemen”
&8 the North Pole is from the South. I heve seen in my time
the dindus working under conditions which were mogt fearful &nd
1 realize g8 &n Enpglish spegking men snd & student that Indis
ie the vroudest gem €0 to speek in the British Crown. The vast
weglth of thet comntry - weelth so vest that it cannot be
estimeted in terms of money - & country from which civilizetion
flowed out over the entire world when we members of & bull-dog
breed were wendering round the swemps of Germsny, und later on
when civilizetion wea still flowing out from India the edu-
cational world of wanglend rose up sgeinst the luxuries of
fish forks broupht from India. #e have become critical
since then end having learned how to use fish-forks and soup
gpoons we huve forgotten. the source from which we ge¢ ined
thet knowledge. From Indie end thet pert of the world ceme all
We heve. Here is the richest portion of the British Empire and
conditions &re £0 rotten there under Eritish edministretion
thet you people are compelled to come here to shure conditioans
in thie Province which are 80 bed thet we are being reduced to
one cup of miserable coffee and two doughnuts for & sguare
mes.l .

fow let us consider the question I waeg zbout to

propound. In the ¥Fi1Jjl Islund there sre Hindus brought out by
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the tens of thousends from lndie every two or three or four
years. They &are brought out there to replace the slaves who

are producing the sugar on the plentations. In spite of the
boated freedom under the British flag thousands oi your
countrymen are sold out under seven or ten year contracts

a8 chettel slaves. The men of this race work there for 4 cents
per day, out of which they feed &nd clothe themselves &nd lhey
work for that smell sum of money per day in the production of
gugar. In the iest Indiese these same Hindus under 2ritien

freedom, &re brought snd &re £old umnuer Z0-year contrscts

&8 chatt 1 sleves, end if they attempt to run &way or disobey

the orders of their masters they &re chaeed &nd brought back
&8 were the chattel slaves of the Southern States yeers and
years LfO.

You heve nothing to gain even though every member
of the complement on the Xomapats Yeru were permitted to l&nd
tomorrow. I myself would ssy to you - don't lend here -
there is nothing here for you, but po back fillef with tThe
spirit of revolt - filled with the apiritdgécgmong us white
wage sleves - fight capital - go beck and with your two hundred
gend sixtecn million express the fighting power Oon your own
behelf and when you have so expressed it you will come again
end so déepen the respect of the white man that no meaeley -
no inglgnificent pup of an Immigration Officer will even attempt
to stand on & pangway «nd prevent your landing. shen I come
to think of tue revolutions made by the heroes of revolt in
London, Fnplendéd, I feel like & man drewing ne&r to an insane
gsylum and it i& time you average people were made to under-
gtend nome 0f the outregesnx committed in Indisa, compured to
which this Zomapats Muru is & mere ferce. It 18 true &s Mr,
Bird says we don't know thet the men on the Xomegsata Maru sre
starving or suffering from & scarcity of weter, but the whip

le 80 pusrded thaet no one can get the alipghtest ideu of the

conditions preveiling eboard thut enip snd if we tried Go
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there might be such & riot thit the authorities et Ottawe -
no, that ie child'es play - the suthorities at Downing Street
England might be compelled to take action in regard to the
metter. You just think of of it ~- 4in wer time who so grand
£8 the Indian soldier. Then they &re our bretheen indeed, &nd
éxround the Fmpire there is the one bond - the bond of Impericl
Unity, exrressed in the love of their brothers under the
British flag, end if there is wer in Africa clmost every
caplitelistic smpporter or individuasl will ssy -"why not send
our Indi&n brethren to ~outh Aifrica, they ure suchwell
drilled troops, &nd sre they not our brothers.” Lo &nd
behold & little time pasees away. There is no war &nd &

few dindue come knocking at the gote, snd the constituted
guthority under the working clees ig brought into plsy to

hold off, to subject to misery &nd starvetion &nd illness

& aumber of men who are trying to come into the country.

But I want to detl with one or two outrauges committed in
Indie & few years agw. 1 have tlways been & firm believer in
plein languege - it is always the best. A women who was
suspected of being active &8 & proptgandist wee tiken by
the zuthorities and the police attempted to meke her confess
thet she hed done something of which she was entirely innocent
for there iec no crime in doing & little propagunds work. They
trested her moet cruelly &nd in such & munner that she died from
the outruge, end 1t was to such thinge a8 this that Mr. der
Herdie drew attention to in India, &nd becsuse of his utter&nﬁos
€long this line the entire Enplish Pres wes up in eérms end
accueinge him of sedition.

I sy 10 you sgain, never mind Cansde, there isn't
very much in Canade, btutl 1f there should be grecvter misery in
In@ia then here, besar 1n mind.that revolution ie born of misery,
end aleo never mind westing your energies on the fomaugata laru -
get back to your own land filled with the spirit of revolt

anC eweep the country, and then iight the people that we

soclaliste of Norxth Americe ere fighting.
- 0
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SOHAN LAL presented the following:

#sherecs the Hindueteni passengers on board the Xomegata

-Wm“are unlewiully prevented by the Immigration suthorities

from conswlting with their legel andvisers anéd from procuring
prdﬁiaiona &nd weater from their Hindu friendés, making their
1ot on bosrd & lot to which even cattle would not be subjected;
And wheregs euch brutel and unlawful treatment of Britiahg;a"
0f the same type &8 the Hindus would not be tolereted in Iné%g;
we urge the lominion suthoritiee under the principle: "lo ﬁﬁto
others a8 you would they should éo ﬁnto you” to see thet the
Hindus are seved from the high-headed sctions of the Immi gration"‘
Department. {
Ve further protest that the actions of the Immigreation

officers in Vauncouver are &8 ualawful s snsrchists &nd =re

80 provoking that the uiﬁduﬁ e¢hell never forget or forgive
the powers thut be if they do not remedy the immigraetion
gitustion here. " ' \

fhis protest shell be wired to the Premier of Cunede
&pd the Jecretary of “tate for Indie, London, Enpland.

we protest aga'!i_nst the uni&wi’ul trectment given by
the Immigretion suthorities to the men on boerd the Zomagata
daru in the herbor of Vancouver. UThese Immigretion peonle are
80 herd hesrted thet they sre poing to prectine any kind of
brutaelity thet they cen lay hend on.

(Mr. Sohan Lel wes here reguested by the Cheirmsn to
continue hie speech in Hiandusteni 2o thet his ¢ ountrymen might

understand ).
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