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CONVERSAT ION BETWEEN H. H. STEVENS, M. 7. AND DR. RUCHUNATH

Mﬂ-ﬁ--‘“ T ——— .

SINGH, HYLD AT THE OFFICE OF THE CANADIAN IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT
VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA, SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 1914, AT 4 F. M.,
¥TTH INSPECTOR HOPKINSON ALSO PRESENT AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE

CONVERSATION.

MR . HOPKINSON (to Dr. Singh) Mr. Stevens is the Member of
parlisment for the City of Vancouver, and as the
representative of the Government - in that capacity -
he mﬁta to learn from you whetever you may be willing
and able to inform hém &s to the treatment of the péssen-
gers.

DR. SINGH: (to Mr. Stevens) It might be that you put some
techhicel questions that I may not understend.

,t MR. STEVENS: I want to have & chat with you sbout conditions
on board the vessel. Mr. Borden and the Govermment at
Ottewa are very anxious for me to learn something aout
it.

DB, SINGH: Ask me &ny questions you like and I will answer
as well s 1 cé&n.

MR. STEVENS: I went to be able to advise Mr. Borden first
hend you understand just whet conditions &re now. They
ere telling me that you were & little bit afrald of your

personal safety?
DR. SINGH: Yes, I wes afrald of my safety.

MR, STEVENS: Some of them threatened you out there did they?
DR. SINGH: Yee, Gurdit Singh himself threatened me. He
threatened me that they were going to kill me if I am
going to come ashdre and go near the gangway - becsuee
they understood that 1 wee allowed to come ashore &nd
make some purchases of medicine - they think that I have
gpoken comething ageinst them - the conditions of the ship.
-]l =



MR. STEVENS: Most of these men Doctor are more or less
ignorant 1 suppose, &re they, and don't understand xex
the necessity of your coming ashore and then they suspect
you and then Gurdit Singh I suppose lets them think that?

DR, SINGH: Yes, they are most of them, end do not understend.,
The real reason is another » Gurdit Singh is ageinst
me because I have been telling to the passengers what
he has been doing to the pessengers - he did not deal
with them properly. I have been disclosing his
secrets, -~ what he wse poing to do with them, so he
was against me.

MR. STEVENS: Is it true thet Gurdit Singh rules the ship -
some of them tell me that for instence he puts them in
irons?

DR, SINGH: Oh yes gquite true thet he rules the ship. He
tried to put a men in orons once. He puts a guard
on anybody's room if he thinks they are ageinst him.

That is what he did with me - he put five or six men in
frdnt of my cabin and sbout five or six on the top.

MR. STEVENS: All the time did he put & guard? You weren't
allowed to go up on deck - on the upper deck?

DRl.. SINGH: I wes not permitted to go on the roof.

MR. STEVENS: Thet is something he has no right to do - he had
no right to do that.
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DR. SINCH: This was for six or seven days. There wae another

mén, Bhan Singh, who did not come before the Court of

Inquiry. He has been prevented by Gurdit oingh not te

COINEe »

MR, STEVENS: Where did he pick him up Doctor - &t Hong Kong?

DE. CINCH: He came from India. He wanted to come to land

nere a8 & student, because he is a master in & school

there.,
He had been in Hong Xong for some time because
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no Company issues tickets To Cananda.

SPRVENS: Did you come from India to Hong Kong?

SINGH: I ceme direct from Hong Xong.

STEVENS: Your regiment was stationed at Hong Xong - whet
is your regiment, Doctor?

SINGH: I have been at Hong Kong for three yeers - ny
regiment wae stationed there. It is the Eighth Ra jputs.

SPEVENS: About these men on board - the whole lot of
them - most of them came from Hong Kong didn't they?

SINGH: Not from Hong Xong some of them.

STEVENE: Some of them came a8CYOES fryom Manila to Hong Xong?
SINGH: Some from Hong Kong, some from Shenghai and some
from Menila - some of them had been in Hong Kong who came
fyom Indie for the purpose of coming here who were not
sl1lowed to come because the Companies did not issue
tickets. All the others come from Hong Xong, Shanghei
and Manila - some from Yokohama.

STEVENS: They &re not really the best of the Hindu people
are they? I know the Hindu people pretty well - I think
g8 lot of them -~ most of them on board appeared to me to

be pretty ordinary people - ordinary Hindus - you know,

the ordinary working type.
sTNGH: Thet I cennot say. Most of them have been serving

in the militie before and they had left the service. of

the men who ceme from Shenghei and Hong Kong practically all
were serving in the police, or watchmen, oOr gomething

like that.

SPRVENS: I see. Well now how did Gurdit Singh arrange

thig - did he take their money in Hong Kong for the

pagsgage - 1 want to try and get at the truth you see -

as 1 undefatanﬂ it they paid him.

SINGIl: Oh yes.

STEVENS: I heard that you kmow. I want to try and gpet the
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truth of the thing.

DR. SINGH: But they are not going to publish it in the papers?

MR. STEVENS: This is for my own information end to eadvise
Mr. Borden. It's & long wey to Ottawe -~ 3,000 miles - &nd
so hard to get accurate informetion.

DR. SINGH: There was & men who had been - 1 have heerd that he
hed been deported or something - B. L. Verm& - he has
been here in Cansda.

MR, STEVENS: He was deported &nd he gtarted the expedition?

DR. SINGH: I do not know exactly = he went from Canadea* 1

heve heard from Mr. Hopkinson that there are one 0T two

werrants ageinst him if he comes back. He went to

Hong Xong and he tried to pet the ship. He got the

ghip from some German Compeny, butl the people did not

believe in him - he was a young man end he had no money

apperently - not & single cent - so he could not succeed.

’ﬂ | Gurdit Singh wes at Singapore, in the Malay States = &

fﬁ ﬁ contrector over there - he hesrd of this thing end céme OVer.

ﬂf //‘ The old men looks to be respectable =0 the people believe

,7'. ;?' in him sné then he got some pass books for the ship -

,/ ff he mede his own.

.FI. |

! 7 um. STEVENS: He got out tickets which he sold to these
) i '_f’ ff

i A passengers - 00,00 esch - did they pey ¢£00.00 from

-ﬁfifi Hong EKong?
| DR. SINGH: 5200 each, thet is the return journey - and more
than thet - twenty pounds means {210 Hong Kong money -
~ sometimes {206 - sometimes {215.
ME. STEVENS: That would be $200 of Chinese money - {100 of
our money .
nﬁk SINGH: Chinese money.
Mﬁ. SPEVENS: You paid too much.
=bR. SINGH: The reel fare is only {50 - $66 or $60 - that was

reclly return journey fare. To get the ship he had been
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selling hie tickets before he got the ship. He got
about {10,000 before any arrsengement for the Bhip was
maéde so far as 1 know.

STEVENS: Did he have & regular printed ticket?

SINGH: Yee he hed printed tickets.

STEVENS: Printed in Hindusteni or in English?

OINGH: In English, but he did not give the pessenger
certificates or get the charter paerty signed until he
had $10,000, snd somebody informed the police snd he
was teéken into custody for selling tickets without

having eny right to do so.

STEVENE: He got {10,000 before he got the charter signed?

SINGH: Fortunately somebody informed the police and the
police came to the Sikh Temple at Hong Kong - he had
been to the Ship's Company on the very day to get the
charter party signed - as soon as he got to the Sikh
Temple he wes taken into custody, end relessed on bail
énd the case went before the Msgistrete. There were
276 passengers.

“TEVENS: Then let's say that would be $40,000 he
collected thet way {40,000 of Cenadian Money.

SINGH: Yes - $40,000. of Canadian money - sbout $80, 000
of Hong Xong money. He weg to pey (66,000 for the ship's
cherter - he has paid only £44,000.

STEVENS: These fellows eshore peid the rest. There is
some talk of him depositing money in Japan - do you sup-
pose he did that - is that in 2ddition to their tickets -
money was entrusted to him by the pessengers’y

SINGH:  Money entrusted to him by the passengers.

STEVENZ: He collected money in Japan - how did he collect
thet?

SINGH: [Everybody waes given & receipt that the money would
be paid any time required.
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¥ . STEVENS: He got them to sign thig document. HOW

mach money did he collect 1in this way?

DR. SINGH: About fourteen or i1 Pteen thousand pounds Hong
Kong currency- at Moji- he collected money there. He
would tell the passengers that it they deposited the
money with him he would give i1+ beck as soon as they

wented it- and he did not give anybody & cent. He
got them to sgh a paper that they won't ask for thelir

money Yo be paid back unless curdit Singh gets ashore
in Vancouver- that is a Trick.
l!R_.. SETEVENS: Tell me this Doctor, do you think tlat any
large portion of ' these men are gatisgfied now to go back
DK. SINGH: No.
. STEVENS: They ali ﬁan*t o lend do they end do They
f’ understand thatl they are violating The Tmmigration law
by coming in the way they did- I suppose they were led
entirely by Gurdit Singh?
DR. SINGH: Yes. They did hot mow before they were not
allowed to land~ they are not anxious T0 g0 back they

are anxious to land. They did not know &% all at Hong
kong that they would not be landed here.

MR« STEVENS: They are afraid to do anything really because
of the attitude of the larger number who are faithful
o to Gurdit Sing}i'..lancl believe in him.

_,fﬁR. SINGH: Thet I do not know. I am not sure what Gurdlt®

Singh told to the passengers. [ cannot give any proox
of that. One man hag got telegrams gent by Gurdit
Singh that when he lef?t shenghai or Yokohama that he hss

got permission from the Canadian Govermment to come here
and all the men ;vhd 20 in his ship- all would be landed-
in future no on?z wonld be allowed to come. That 18 what
led the passengérs +o come- had they known that they

woull not be 1anded they would not have come.

MR, STEVENS: You broﬁgh‘t vour wife and child here are they

e
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all right?
he would pay 200 from his

m - but they +hink that you
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not. He showed he has £10,000 to the Immigration

officers-.

¥R, STEVENS: Of course h
snd therefore they blame us, - he has

e tells them thet we &are g upposed

to feed them,
no money with him has he?

bR. SINGH: No he has not got it here.
He tells them that we are supposed to feed them

is that itY
1 have tried to make them

¥R, STEVENS:
and therefore they blame Tus,

DR, SINGH: They do not understend.

anderstand but they &re apeinst me.

They are not &ll ggainst you &arxe they - are they

HR. STEVENS:
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end 211 right - you ere all right now are you?

e SINGH: Yee I am all right, but I have only two monthe
leave. 1 em overstaving my leave without getting any lesve
from the Government. I wrote when I reeched here thet
I am held on the ship - to extend leeve - 1 did not get
eny reply. When I go back I want & written order from
you thaet I was detained by you.

MR, STEVENS: Ve will be very pleased to do that or give you
anything else - what we want to know is that you
heve been treated &8s fairly and as reasonably &8s we could
treat you. I wanted to kmow that you are satisfied, and
I think if the men on boasrd really understood that they
would be very much more satisfied too wouldn't they?

DR SINGH: Yes.

MR, STEVEES: I understend the difficulty is to get around thie
mén Curdit Singh. He hes pot some very strong control
over their minds.

DR, S8INGH: I know that. If he was not in the ship there
would be no trouble I think. Some of the men &re his
own men - he hes promised to pay them something - I
cennot say - I have no proofs &8 to that but I think so.
But this statement that you are taking --

‘MR, STEVENS: This is made for myself and Mr. Borden. These

' locel Hindus are sending out all menner of erroneous

gtatements you see, and they send these statements to

1k Yostern Cenade end I want to get before lre Borden &s

' nearly ¢8 I can the facte and you are kindly giving them

to me and I shall send it to him you see, 80 that he will
know - that 18 my whole object. Thie has nothing to do
with the Immigration lepertment at all.

Dfie S8INGH: I don't want to make enemy of the Indians here.
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MR, STEVENS: I don't know whether there is snything else 1
want to ask you or not. What i1s The condition of the
men on board? Are they in feir health?

DR, SINCH: Some of them are getting bronchitis now. They were
gll right when they reached here.

¥R, STEVEES: Will thet be at all gerious do you think?

DR, SINGH: I osmmot sey when it will get serious. One OY
two men have other trouble but the reat have only
bronchitie - that is due to the climate of this plece.

MR, STEVENS: Damp and cool. '

DR, SINGH: Ané they don't keep the ship'e condition sanitary -
their own paert - if one man hes bronchitis or & cough he
is going to spit all over the boat.

ER. STEVENS: Does Gurdit Singh make &ny effort to keep the
ship clean &nd in shape - he directs everything and then

| ordere the Captein around s&s far as I cén see.

DR, SINCH: Yes I think so.

ui., STEVENS: Yet he won't take eny responsibility about
feeding them or keeping them healthy?

DR, SINGH: Do. He says that ie not his duty. I have told
him meny times to Gurdit Singh to cleén the ship &nd

keep it clean. e says it is the work of the seilors -
he is not poing to do that. He does not think that
anybody hes got any suthority to say to him enything.
He i@ above everybody - he has got hie 1little island over
there and he rules that. Ue does not take any respongi-~
pility - he says he has been kept &8 & prisoner by the
Government snd the Government must pay.

MR, STEVENE: Deljit Singh, where does he come from?

pR., oineu: Mg comes from Indie. He had been in Hong Kong
for some time before seiling - 1 don't know the number

of dsys - he had been for some timo: - one or two months,

MR, STEVENE wWell we will see that you get your latter Doctor
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or enything else which you want that we c¢a&n do for you - we
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#ill do it - within the law of course - and I wish you

woulé@ let me know if things are not satisfactory.
SINGH: I em satisfied with everything-
the military law under which I zm .

that I have been held by the Immipration suthorities &

I only fear for
If I get a2 cortificate

nd

was not allowed to land or return it will be settled up

all right.
STEVENE

it right from the Premier of Canade - we will get it from the

best source that is possible.
SINGH: 7That would be much better I think.
STEVENE: Now that is all I wented to &ask - I wented to
get the story first hsnd as far as I could from you.
tell me this, the Captein tells us he daren't get up
steam - that the men on board erowd 2round him with

gticks and won't let him.

SINCH: I think so - it hzppened once before too.
STEVENS: Does the Captain seem to be afraid of them?
SINCH: He must bee They sre & small erew &2nd there &r

350 of them. I think he does not fear much when he

We will get you that and if necessary we will get

Fow

is here, but he has to deal with them the whole wey from

here to Japan. _

STEVENS: Do you think there would be any trouble when
they once got out on the way?

SINCH: I don't know - I cannot s2y = I do not think th
would be any trouble.

CIEVENS: They couldn't run the ship if they made sny
trouble. Do you think they would po peaceably if
provigions were put on board?

CIRGH:

best to land.

ere

They do not want to go back - they will try their

t
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MR. STEVENS: Do you think they will go to the exteant of
fighting?

DR. SINGH: They have not got anything to fight with, - nothing
but clubs -~ they ecannot row the boate even - they will
try I think - I suppose so. They hold meet ings every
night - I wes not allowed to go in there - I do not know -
they mey be proposing something to do.

MR, STEVENS: Well I am very sorry -- 1 think that is &1l -
I can ask you today Doctor, &nd let me know if there
is enything further I c&n do.
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MR. HOPEKINSON (to Dr. Singh) Mr. Stevene is the Member of
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Parliement for the City of Vancouver, and as The

representative of the Government - in that capeecity -

he wents to learn from you whetever you may be willing

and able to inform hém s to the treatment of the pessen-
gers.

SINGH: (to Mr. Stevens) It might be that you put some |
techhicel guestions that I mey not understend.

STRVENS: I want to have & chet with you about conditions
on board the vessel. Mr. Borden and the Govermment at
Ottawa are very anxious for me to learn something alo ut
it.

SINGH: Ask me any questions you like and I will answer
as well g8 1 can.

STEVENS: I want to be able to advise Mr. Borden first
hand you understand just what conditions &re now. They

are telling me that you were & little bit afraid of your

personal safety?
GINGH: Yes, I was afraild of my safety.

aPBYENS: Some of them threatened you out there did they?

SINCGH: Yes, Gurdit Singh himself threatened me. He

threatened me that they were going to kill me if I am

going to come ashdre and go near the gangway - because

they understood that 1 was allowed to come ashore &nd

make some purchases of medicine - they think that I hsve

spoken something spainst them - the conditions of the ship.
o X



MR. STEVENS: Most of these men Doctor are more or less
ignorant I suppose, &re they, and don't understand xihrey
the necessity of your coming ashore and then they suspect
you and then Gurdit Singh I suppose lets them think that?

DR. SINGH: Yes, they are most of them, end do not understend.
The real reason is another -~ Gurdit Singh is agsinst
me because I have been telling to the passengers what
he has been doing to the passengers - he did not deal
with them properly. I have been disclosing his
secrets, - what he was going to do with them, so he
was against me.

MR. STEVENS: Is it true that Gurdit Singh rules the ship -

 some of them tell me that for instence he puts them in
irons?

DR. SINGH: Oh yes quite true that he rules the ship. He

4 tried to put a men in orons once+ He puts & guard

- on anybody's room if he thinks they are against him.
fhat is whaet he did with me - he put five or six men in
front of my cabin end about five or six on the top.

MR. STEVENS: All the time did he put & guard? You weren't
g&llowed to go up on deck - on the upper deck?

- DRL., OINGH: I wes not permitted to go on the roof.

MR, STEVENS: Thet is something he has no right to do - he had
no right to do that.

DR. SINCH: This was for six or seven days. There was another
mén, Bhan Singh, who did not come before the Court of
Inquiry. He has been prevented by Gurdit Singh not teo

cCome .

M, STEVENS: Where did he pick him up Doetor - at Hong Kong?

DR, £INCH: He eame from India. He wanted to come to land

here a8 & student, becasuse he is a master in & school

O
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no Company issues tickets to Cananda.

MR. STRVENS: Did you come from India %o Hong Kong?

DR. SINGH: I ceme direct from Hong Xong.

MR. STEVENS: Your regiment was stationed at Hong Xong - whet
is your regiment, Doctor?

DR. SINGH: I have been at Hong Kong for three yeers - my
regiment was stationed there. It is the Eighth Re jputs.

MR, STEVENS: About these men on board - the whole lot of
them - most of them ceme from Hong Xong didn't they?

DR. SINGH: Not from Hong Xong some of them.

MR, STEVENS: Some of them came 8CTroeSS from Manila to Hong Xong?

DR? SINGH: Some from Hong Kong, some from Shanghali and some
from Manila - some of them had been in Hong Kong who came
from India for the purpose of coming here who were not
allowed to come because the Companies did not issue .
tickets. All the others come from Hong Xong, Shaenghei
and Manila - some from Yokohama.

MR. STEVENS: They &2re not really the best of the Hindu people
are they? I know the Hindu people pretty well - I think
a lot of them - most of them on board appeared to me to
be pretty ordinery people - ordinary Hindus - you know,
the ordinary working type.

DR. SINGH: Thet I cennot say. Most of them have been serving
in the militia before and they had left the service. of
the men who ceme from Shanghsi and Hong Kong practically all
were serving in the police, or watchmen, oT gomething
like that.

MR, STEVENS: I see. Well now how did Gurdit Singh a&rrange
thig - 41 he take their money in Hong Xong for the
passage - I want to try and get at the truth you see -
gs I understend it they paid him.

DR. SINGH: Oh yes.

MR. STEVENS: I heard that you know. I want to try and get the
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truth of the thing.
PR. SINGH: But they are not going to publish it in the papers?
MR. STEVENE: This is for my own information and to advise
Mr. Borden. It's & long wey to Ottawa - 3,000 miles - and
80 hard to get accurate informetion.
DR. SINGH: There wes & men who had been - I have heard that he
had been deported or something - B. L. Verme - he hes
been here in Canadse.
MR. STEVENS: He was deported and he started the expedition?
DR. SINGH: I do not know exsctly - he went from Canada* I
have heard from Mr. Hopkinson that there are one or two
warrants agaeinst him if he comes back. He went to
Hong XKong and he tried fo get the ship. He got the
ship from some German Company, but the people did not
believe in him -« he was & young man and he had no money
apparently - not & single cent - s0 he could not succeed.
Gurdit Singh wes at Singapore, in the Malay States = &
contractor over there - he heard of this thing and céme over.
The 0ld man looks to be respectable ©0 the people believe
in him and then he got some pess books for the ship -

he made his own.

MR. STEVENS: He got out tickets which he so0ld to these
passengers - ,£00.00 each - did they pey $£00.00 from
Hong Kong?

DR. SINGH: {200 each, that is the return journey - and more
than thet - twenty pounds means {210 Hong Kong money -
cometimes {206 - sometimes {215.

MR. STEVENS: That would be $200 of Chinese money - {100 of
our money .

DR. SINGH: Chinese money.

MR, STEVENS: You paid too mueh.

DR. SINGH: The real fare is only $50 - &65 or $50 - that was
really return journey fare. To get the ship he had been
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selling his tickets before he got the ship. He got
about %10,000 before eny arrangement for the ship was
made so far as 1 know.

Mi. STEVENS: Did he have & regulear printed ticket?

DR. SINGH: Yes he hed printed tickets.

MR. STEVENS: Printed in Hindustani or in English?

DR. SINGH: In English, but he did not give the passenger
certificates or get the charter party signed until he
had $10,000, snd somebody informed the police and he
was taken into custody for selling tickets without
having any right to do so.

MR. STEVENS: He got 10,000 before he got the charter signed?

DR. SINGH: TFortunately somebody informed the police and the
police came to the Sikh Temple &t Hong Xong - he had
been to the Ship's Company on the very day to get the
charter party signed - as soon a8 he got to the Sikh
Temple he wes teken into custody, and released on bail
end the case went before the Msgistrete. There were
276 passengers.

MR. STEVENS: Then let's say that would be $40,000 he
collected thet way $40,000 of Canadian Money.

DR. SINGH: Yese - $40,000. of Canadian money - about §80,000
of Hong Kong money. He was to pay {66,000 for the ship's
cherter - he has paid only {44,000.

M. STEVENS: These fellows &sshore peid the rest. There is
some talk of him depositing money in Japan - do you sup-
pose he did that - is that in addition to their tickets -
money was entrusted to him by the psssengers?

DR. SINGH: Money entrusted to him by the passengers.

MR, STEVENS: He collected money in Japan - how did he collect
thet?

DR. SINGH: Everybody was given a receipt that the money would
be peid any time required.

<02
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MR, STEVENS: He got them to sign this document.XExEXIREX
wonx® How much money did he collect in this way?

DR. SINGH: About fourteen or fifteen thousand pounds Hong Long
currency - at Moji - he collected money there. He would
tell the passengers that if they deposited the money
with him he would give it beck eg soon as they wanted it -
and he did not give anybody & cent. He got them to sign
& paper that they won't ask for their money to be paid
back unless Gurdit Singh gete ashore in Vencouver -

| that is & trick.

MR, STEVENS: Tell me this Doector, do you think that any large
portion of these men are satisfied now to go back?

DR. SINGH: No.

MR. STEVENS: They all want to land do they and do they under-
gtand that they are violating the Immigration Law by
coming in the way they did - I suppose they were led
entirely by Gurdit Singh€?

DR, SINGH: Yes. They did not know before they were not
allowed to land -~ they are not anxious to go back they sre
anxious:to land. They did not know at &ll et Hong Kong
that they would not be landed here.

MR. STEVENS: They are afraid to do anything reslly because of
the attitude of the larger number who sre faithful
to Gurdit Singh and believe in him.

DR, SINGH: That I do not know. I am not sure what Gurdit
oingh told to the passengers. I cannot give &ny proof
of that. One man has got telegrmma sent by Gurdit Singh
that when he left Shanghei or Yokohama that he has got
permission from the Cenadlan Government to come here and
8ll the men who po in his ship - all would be landed -
in future no one would be allowed to come. That is whsat
led the passengers to come - had they known that they
would not be lended they would not hsve c¢ome.

MR, STEVENS: You brought your wife and child here, are they
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all right?

DR? SINGH: Yes. He even told them he would pay 200 from his

DR,
MR.

DR,

DR,

MR,

own pocket. Everybody fears him - but they think that you
heve treeted them badly the men do. They blame S0
beceuse Gurdit Singh &nd his men tell them that you
should feed them. Legally he is the men who must feed
them - he hss 200 - return fere. I know that &
rough calculation of the sums he received &nd expended
shows about ¢20,000 Hong XKong money that he may have
kept. Nobody is given & certificate of whet he has done
with the money - whether he hes expended it reslly or
not. He showed he has {10,000 to the Immigration
officers.

STEVENS: Of course he tells them that we are supposed
to feed them, and therefore they blame us, - he hes
no money with him has he?

SINGH: No he has not got it here.

STEVENS: He tells them that we are supposed to feed them
and therefore they blame us, is that 1it?

SINGH: They do not understand. I have tried to make them
understand but they ere against me.

STEVENS: They are not all against you are they - are they
kind of split up - two factions - some that are satis-
fied and some that &re not?

SINCH: There are two men who are &ll right but on account
of a large party being on the other side they cannot do
snything and they don't want to do anything, = they &re
afraid to do anything. All the men practically believe
in him though they know in their minds what he has done
to them.

STEVENS: Is there anything else that we cé&n do for you -

for your wife 8and child - to meke them comfortable and
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and @11 right - you are 8ll right now are you?

DR. SINGH: Yes I am all right, but 1 have only two months
leave. I em overstayving my leave without getting any leeve
from the Government. I wrote when I reeched here that
I am held on the ship - to extend leave - II did not éat
eny reply. When I pgo back I want a written order from
you that I was detained by you.

MR, STEVENS: We will be very pleased to do that or give you
anything else - what we want to know is that you
have been trested ss feirly &nd a8 reassonably 88 we could
treat you. I wanted to know that you are satisfied, &nd
I think if the men on board really understood that they
would be very much more satisfied too wouldn't they?

DR. SINGH: Yes.

MR. STEVEES: I understand the difficulty is to get around this
mén Gurdit Singh. He hes got some very strong control
over their minds.

DR. SINKGH: I know that. If he waes not in the ship there
would be no trouble I think. Some of the men &re hie
own men - he hes promised to pay them something - I
cannot say - 1 have no proofs &g to that but I think so.
But this statement that you are taking --

MR, STEVENS: This is made for myself and Mr. Borden. These
loeal Hindus are sending out 2ll manner of erroneous
statements you see, and they send these statements to
Fostern Canada and I want to get before Mre+ Borden &s
nearly 88 I can the facts and you are kindly giving them
to me end I shall send it to him you see, 80 thet he will
know - that is my whole object. This has nothing to do

| with the Immigration Depertment at all.
DR. SINGH: 1 don't want to make enemy of the Indians here.
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I don't know whether there is anything else 1

MR. STEVENS:
what is the condition of the

want to ask you or not.

men on board? Are they in feir health?

s INcyg: Some of them are getting bronchitis now. They Wwere

DR.

gll right when they reached heTre.

MR. STEVENS: Will that be at all serious do you think?

DR. SINGH: I esmnot say when it will get serious. One OT

two men have other troudble but the rest have only

¥R. STEVENS: Damp and cool.

DR. SINGH: And they don't keep the ship's condition sanitary

their own part - if one man hes bronchitis or & cough he

is going To spit all over the boat.

¥R. STEVENS: Does Gurdit Singh make &ny effort to keep the

ship ¢lean and in shape - he directs everything and then

orders the Ceptein around as far as 1 cén sSee.

DR. SINGH: Yes 1 think S0,

Yet he won't take any responsibility about

MR, STEVENS:

feeding them OY keeping them healthy?

Do. He says that 1s not his duty. 1 have told

o clean the ship and

DR. SINGH:

him meny times To Gurdit Singh ©
He says it 1is the work of the sailors -

He does not think that

keep it clean.

he is not going to do that.
t any authority to say to him eanything.

anybody has go
y - he has got hie little island over

He is above everybod

/
there and he rules that. He does not take any responsi-

pility - he says he has been kept as a prisoner by the

Government and the Government must pay-.

MR . STEVENS: Daljit Singh, where does he come from?
He had been in Hong Kong

DR. SINGH: He comes from India.

for some time before sailing - I don't know the number

of days - he had been for sSome time -~ one or two months.

MR. STEVENS Well we will see that you get your letter Doctor
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or enything else which you went that we een do for you - we |
#1ll do it ~ within the hﬂfﬁof course - and I wish you
would let me know if things are not setisfactory. |

DRe SINGH: I em getisfied with everythinge I only fesar for\
the military law under which T &m . If I get a certifi éﬁto
thet I heve been held by the Immigration suthorities end
wes not allowed to land or return it will be settled up
ell right.

MR, STEVEXNE: Ve will get you that end if necessary we will pget
it right from the Premier of Cenasds - we will get it from the
best source that is possible.

DR, 810GH: Thet would be much better I think.

MR, STEVENE: Now that is all I wanted to ask - I wanted to
get the story first hand es far as I could from you. How
tell me this, the Captein tells us he daren't get up
steam ~ that the men on board crowd sround him with
8ticks and won't let him.

DRe £INCH: 1 think so - it heappened once before to0.

IR, SYEVENE: Does the Captein seem to be afreid of them?

DRe CUIECH: He must be. They sre & small c¢rew and there are
350 !of them. I think he does not fear much when he
is here, but he hss to desl with them the whole wey from
here to Jepan.

Hie STEVENS: Do you think there would be any trouble when
thoy onee got out on the way?

DURe OINCH: I don't know -~ I cennot say = I do not think there
would be any trouble.

MR, EﬁiV:&if‘:ﬂ: “hey couldn't run the ship if they made 8 ny
trouble. Do you think they would po peageably if

provisions were put on board?

Phs CINCH: They do not want to go back - they will try their
best to land,
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MR, STEVENS: Jbo you think they will go to the axtent of

fighting?

DR. SINGH: They have not pot enything to fight with; - nothing

but clubs - Thoy cannot row the boate even - they will

try I think - 1 suppose s0. They hold meelings every

night - I wes not allowed to go in there - I do not know -

they mey be proposing gomething to do.

MR, STEVENS: Well I am Very sorry -- 1 think that is 8ll

I cen ask you today Doetor, &nd let me know if there

is enything further I can do.
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CONVERSAT ION BETWEEN H. H. STEVENS, M. P. AND DR. RUGHUNATH

SINGH, HELD AT THE OFFICE OF THE CANADIAN IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA, OATURDAY, JUNE 18, 1914, AT 4 P. M.,

WITH INSPECTOR HOPKINSON ALSO PRESENT AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE
CONVERSATION. |

MR. HOPKINSON (to Dr. Singh) Mr. Stevens is the Member of
Parliament for the City of Vancouver, and as the
representative of the Government - in that capacity -
he wants to learn from you whetever you may be willing
end able to inform hém &s to the treatment of the pessen-
gers.

DR. SINGH: (to Mr. Stevens) It might be thet you put some
Techhical questions that I may not understend.

MR. STEVENS: I want to have & chat with you &bout conditions
on board the vessel. Mr. Borden and the Government at

Ottawa are very anxious for me to lesrn something a ut
1€

DR. SINGH: Ask me any questions you like and 1 will answer

as well s I ean.

MR. STEVENS: I want to be able to advise Mr. Borden first
hand you understand just what conditions 8sre now. They

are telling me that you were & little bit afraid of your

personal safety?
DR. SINGH: Yes, I was afraid of my safety.

MR. STEVENS: Some 0f them threatened you out there did they?

DR. SINGH: Yes, Gurdit Singh himself threatened me. He
threatened me that the) were going to kill me if T am
going to come ashpre smd po near the gangwey - because

they understood that I was allowed to come ashore &and
meke some purchsses of medicine - they think that I have
8poken Something aguinei’ them - the conditions of the ship.

o 1 e



VR. STEVENS: Most of these men Doctor are more or lees

ignorent I suppose, are they, and don't understand kixmx

the necessity of your coming sshore and then they suspect
you and then Gurdit Singh I suppose lets them think that?

DR. SINGH: Yes, they are most of them, end do not understand.

The resl reason is another = Gurdit Singh is egeinst
me because I have been telling to the passengers what
he has been doing to the passengers - he did not deel
with them properly. I have been disclosing his

secrets, - whet he wes going to do with them, so he

was against me.

MR. STEVENS: Is it true that Gurdit Singh rules the ship -

some of them tell me that for instence he puts them in

irons?

DR. SINGH: Oh yes quite true that he rules the ship. He

tried to put 2 man in orons once+« He puts a guard

on anybody's room if he thinks they are sgainst him.
That is what he did with me - he put five or six men in

front of my cabin end gbout five or six on the top.

MR. STEVENS: All the time did he put & guard? You weren't

allowed to go up on deck - on the upper deck?
DRL., SINGH: I was not permitted to go on the roof.

MR. STEVENS: That is something he has no right to do - he had
no right to do that.

DR. SINGH: This was for six or seven days. There was another

mén, Bhan Singh, who did not come before the Court of

Inquiry. He has been prevented by Gurdit Singh not to

come .

. STEVENS: Where did he pick him up Doctor - &t Hong Kong?

DR. SINGH: He ceme from India. He wanted to come to lsnd

here as @ student, because he is a master in a school

there. He had been in Hong Kong for some time becsuse

s P &
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no Company issues tickets to Canada.

MR. STEVENS: Did you come from India to Hong Kong?

DR. SINGH: I c&me direct from Hong Kong.

MR. STEVENS: Your regiment was stationed at Hong Kong - whet
is your regiment, Doctor?

DR. SINGH: I have been at Hong Kong for three yesrs - my
regiment was stationed there. It is the Eighth Re jputs.

MR. STEVENS: Zbout these men on boerd - the whole lot of
them - most of them came from Hong XKong didn't they?

DR. SINGH: Not from Hong Xong some of them.

MR. STEVENS: ©Some of them came across from Manila to Hong Kong?

DR? SINGH: ©Some from Hong Kong, some from Shanghei and some
from Manilea - some of them had been in Hong Kong who came
from Indis for the purpose of coming here who were not
allowed to come because the Companies did not issue
tickets. All the others come from Hong Kong, Shanghai
and Manila - some from Yokohamea.

MR. STEVENS: They are not reelly the best of the Hindu people
ere they? I know the Hindu people pretty well = I think
8 lot of them = most of them on board appeared to me to
be pretty ordinery people - ordinary Hindus - you know,
the ordinary working type.

DR. SINGH: Thet I cannot say. Most of them have been serving
in the militie before and they had left the service. Of
the men who ceme from Shenghei and Hong Kong practicelly all
were serving in the police, or watchmen, or something
like that.

MR. STEVENS: I see. Well now how did Gurdit Singh arrange
this - did he take their money in Hong Kong for the
pasgage - I want to try and get at the truth you see -

a8 I understand it they paid him.
DR. SINGH: Oh yes.

MR. STEVENS: I heard thet you know. I want to try and get the
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truth of the thing.
DR. SINGH: But they are not golng to publish it in the papers”?

MR. STEVENS: This is for my own information end to advise
My. Borden. It's = long wey to Ottawe - 3,000 miles - and
so hard to get accurate informetion.

DR. SINGH: There was & men who had been - I have heard that he

hed been deported or something - B. L. Verm& - he has

beer here in Cansade.

MR. STEVENS: He was deported and he started the expedition?

DR. SINGH: I do not know examctly -~ he went from Cangsda°* I
have heard from Mr. Hopkinson that there are one Or two
waerrents ageinst him if he comes back. He went to
Hong Kong &nd he tried tTo cet the ship. He got the
ship from some German Company, butl the people did not
believe in him - he was a young man and he had no money
spperently - not & single cent - so he could not succeed.
Gurdit Singh was &t Singapore, in the Malay States =« &
contractor over there - he heard of this thing and cé&me over.
The old man looks to be respectable so the people believe
in him and then he got some pass books for the ship -
he made his own.

MR. STEVENS: He got out tickets which he sold to these
passengers = 200,00 each - did they pay $200.00 from
Hong Kong?

DR. SINGH: $200 each, thet is the return journey - and more
than thaet - twenty pounds means %210 Hong Kong money -
sometimes {206 - sometimes 215.

MR. STEVENS: That would be $200 of Chinese money - $100 of
ouY money .

DR. SINGH: Chinese money.

VR. STEVENS: You paid too much.

D'R. SINGH: The resal fare is only $50 - {656 or {50 - that was
really return journey fare. To get the ship he had been
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selling his tickets before he got the ship. He got
about 10,000 before any arrengement for the ship was
made so far as I know.

MR. STEVENS: Did he have a regular printed ticket?

DR. SINGH: Yes he hed printed tickets.

MR. STEVENS: Printed in Hindusteni or in English?

DR. SINGH: In English, but he did not give the pessenger
certificates or get the charter party signed until he
hed $10,000, and somebody informed the police and he
was taken into custody for selling tieckets without
having any right to do so.

MR. STEVENS: He got ;10,000 before he got the charter signed?

DR. SINGH: TFortunately somebody informed the police and the
police came to the Sikh Temple at Hong Kong - he had
been to the Ship's Company on the very day to get the
charter party signed - as soon @s he got to the Sikh
Temple he was taken into custody, and releesed on bail
and the case went before the Msgistrete. There were
276 passengers.

MR. STEVENS: Then let's say that would be $40,000 he
collected that way 40,000 of Canadian Money.

DR. SINGH: Yes - $40,000. of Canadian money - about $80,000
of Hong Kong money. He was to pay $66,000 for the ship’s
charter - he has paid only $44,000.

M. STEVENS: These fellows sshore paid the rest. There is
some talk of him depositing money in Japan - do you sup-
pose he did thaet ~ is that in addition to their tickets -
money wag entrugted to him by the psssengers?

DR. SINGH: Money entrusted to him by the passengers,

MR. STEVENS: He collected money in Japan - how did he collect
thet?

DR. SINCGH: ZEverybody waes given a receipt thet the money would
be paid any time required.

.y |
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MR. STEVENS: He got them to sign this document.khkxtxthxy

woxik  How much money did he collect in this way?

DR. SINGH: About fourteen or fifteen thousand pounds Hong Kong
currency - at Moji - he collected money there. He would
tell the passengers that if they deposited the money
with him he would give it beck as soon s they wanted it -
and he did not give anybody & ecent. He got them to sign
a paper that they won't ask for their money to be paid
back unless Gurdit Singh gets ashore in Vancouver -
thet is a trick.

MR. STEVENS: Tell me this Doctor, do you think that any large

portion of these men are satisfied now to go basck?
DR. SINGH: ©No.

MR. STEVENS: They 211 want to land do they and do they under-

stand that they are violating the Immigration Law by
coming in the way they did - I suppose they were led
entirely by Gurdit Singh?

DR. SINGH: Yes. They did not know before they were not.

allowed to land -~ they are not anxious to go back they sare
anxjoussto land. They did not know at 811 at Hong Xong
that they would not be landed here.

MR. STEVENS: They ere afreid to do anything really because of
the attitude of the larger number who are faithful
to Gurdit Singh and believe in him.

DR. SINGH: That I do not know. I am not sure what Gurdit

Singh told to the pessengers. I cannot give &ny proof
of that. One man hes got telegrams sent by Gurdit Singh
that when he left Shanghai or Yokohema that he has got
rermission from the Cenadian Government to come here eng
all the men who go in his ship - 211 would be landed -
in future no one would be 2llowed to come. That is what
led the passengers to come - had they known that they
would not be landed they would not have come.

MR. STEVENS: You brought your wife and child here, are they
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all right?

SINGH: Yes. He even told them he would pay ¢200 from his
own pocket. Everybody fears him - but they think that you
have treated them badly the men do. They blame so
because Gurdit Singh and his men tell them that you
should feed them. Legally he is the men who must feed
them - he has $200 - return fare. I know that &
rough calculation of the sums he received and expended
shows about $20,000 Hong Kong money that he may have
kept. Nobody is given a certificate of whet he has done
with the money - whether he hes expended it reslly or
not. He showed he has $10,000 to the Immigration
officers.

STEVENS: Of course he tells them that we are supposed
to feed them, and therefore they blame us, - he has
no money with him has he?

SINGH: No he has not got it here.

STEVENS: He tells them that we are supposed to feed them
and therefore they blame us, is that it?

SINGH: They do not understand. I have tried to make them
understand but they ere agesinst me.

STEVENS: They are not all against you are they - are they
kind of split up - two factions - some that are setis-
fied and some thet are not?

SINGH: There are two men who &re 2ll right but on account
of a large party being on the other side they cannot do
anything and they don't want to do anything, - they are
afraid to do anything. All the men practically believe
in him though they know in their minds what he has done
to them.

STEVENS: Is there anything else that we can do for you -

for your wife and chlild - to meke them comfortable snd
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and 211 right - you are all right now are you?

DR. SINGH: Yes I am all right, but I have only two months
leave. I am overstaying my leave without getting any leave
from the Government. I wrote when I reached here that
I am held on the ship - to extend leave - I did not get
eny reply. When I go back I want a written order from
you that I was defained by you.

MR. STEVENS: We will be very pleased to do that or give you
anything else - what we want to know is that you
have been treated as fairly &nd &s reasonably &s we could
treat you. I wanted to know that you ere satisfieé, and
I think if the men on board really understood that they
would be very much more satisfied too wouldn?t they?

DR. SINGH: Yes.

MR. STEVENS: I understand the difficulty is to get around this
man Gurdit Singh. He has got some very strong control
over their minds.

DR. SINGH: I know that. If he wes not in the ship there
would be no trouble I think. Some of the men &re his
own men - he hes promised to pay them something - I
cennot say - I have no proofs as to that but I think so.
But this statement that you are taking -=-

MR. STEVENS: This is made for myself and Mr. Borden. These
loeael Hindus are sending out all manner of erroneous
statements you see, and they send these statements to
Fastern Canada and I want to get before Mre Borden as
nearly as I can the facts and you are kindly giving them
to me and I shall send it to him you see, 80 that he will
know - that is my whole objeet. This has nothing to do
with the Immigration Depertment at all.

DR. SINGH: I don't want to make enemy of the Indians here.
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STEVENS:
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I don't know whether there is anything else I

want to ask you or not. What is the condition of the

meIin on

o INGH:

board? Are they in fair health?

Some of them are getting bronchitis now. They were

g&ll right when they reached here.

STEVENS:
SINGH:

Will that be at s8ll serious do you think?

I cammot say when it will get serious. One or

two men have other trouble but the rest have only

bronehitis - that is due to the climate of this place.

STEVENS ¢
SINGH:

Damp and cool.

And they don't keep the ship’s condition sanitary -

their own part = if one man has bronchitis or a eough he

is going to spit all over the boat.

STEVENS ¢

Does Gurdit Singh make any effort to keep the

ship clean and in shape - he directs everything and then

orders
SINGH:
STEVENS:

the Captein around as far as I can see.
Yes I think so.
Yet he won't take any responsibility about

feeding them or keeping them healthy?

SINGH:

Do. He says that is not his duty. I have told

him meny times to Gurdit Singh to clean the ship and

keep it clean. He says it is the work of the sailors -

he is not going to do that. He does not think that

anybody has got any authority to say to him anything.

He i1s above everybody -~ he has got his little island over

there and he rules that. He does not take any responsi-

bility

- he says he has been kept as a prisoner by the

Government and the Government must pay.

STEVENS ¢
SINGH:

Del jit Singh, where does he come from?

8¢ comes from India. He had been in Hong Kong

for some time before sailing - I don't know the number

of days
STEVENS

- he had been for some time = one or two months.

Well we will see that you get your letter Doctor
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or anything else which you want that we c&n do for you - we
will do it - within the law of course - and I wish you
would let me know if things are not satisfactory.

DR. SINGH: I am satisfied with everythinge I only fear for
the military law under which I am . If I get a certifiecate
that I have been held by the Immigration authorities and
was not gllowed to land or return it will be settled up
all right.

MR. STEVENS: We will get you that and if necessary we will get
it right from the Premier of Canada = we will get it from the
best source that is possible.

DR. SINGH: That would be much better 1 think,

MR. STEVENS: Now that is 2ll I wanted to ask - I wanted to
get the story first hand as far as I could from you. HNow
tell me this, the Captain tells us he daren™t get up
steam - that the men on board crowd around him with
sticks and won't let him.

DR. SINGH: I think so = it happened once before too.

MR. STEVENS: Does the Captain seem to be afraid of them?

DR, SINGH: He must be. They are & small crew and there are
500 of them. I think he does not fear much when he
is here, but he has to deal with them the whole way from
here to Japan.

MR, STEVENS: Do you think there would be any trouble when
they once got out on the way?

DR. SINGH: I don't know = I cannot s&y « I do not think there

would be any trouble.

MR. STEVENS: They couldn't run the ship if they made any
trouble. Do you think they would go peaceadly if
provisions were put on board?

DR. CINGH: They do not want to go back - they will try their
best to land.
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MR. STEVENS: Do you think they will go to the extent of
fighting?
DR. SINGH: They have not got eanything to fight with; = nothing
but clubs = they cannot row the boats even = they will
try I think - I suppose so. They hold meetings every
night - I was not allowed to go in there - I do not know -
they mey be proposing something to do.
MR. STEVENS: Well I am very sorry -- I think that is &ll
I can ask you today Doetor, and let me know if there

is anything further I can do.



