Gurdit Singh sails on Tuesday with 400
vhese eniry Deminien Oppeses

"IT IS ONLY A TEST VOYAGH

If Buecessful Twe Ships Will Be Buployed
to Transport Natives.

Anshored 4ia the river at the ocutles of
the Yangtessepoe Oreek is a ship about te start
R a leng jourmey which is likely to be fraught
With interesting sonsequences. The steamer is
the Kemagata Maru, shartered by a wealthy Imdianm,
Gurdit Singh, and beaks four hundred Indians, whe
prepese teo test ence and for all the right of
British sudjecss in India te emigrate te Canada.

The Kemagata NMaru arrived frea Hemgkeng a fevw
days age, as stated in THE CHINA PRESS, a week over-
due and sails on Tuesday. BShe has en beard 175
Indians froem Heagkoeng, will gather up 200 here at
Shanghal and go on te Nagasaki where there are over
50 frem Manila waiting and 30 ethers in Japan. The
ship will step at Neji, vhere it will take en coeal
fer sale in Canada, and after touching at Yekeohanma,
vill sail direct for Vancoeuver.

Yesterday afterncea a reperter of THE CHINA PRESS
¢limbed up the gangway of the vessel and ameng the
srowd of f%all, turdaned veyagers;, he susceeded in a-

rousing the charterer, Gurdit Singh, frem an afterason
nap and in the eabin, with a scere of others interest-

‘od and curioeus about, talked with the grey-whiskered,
kindly~eyed patriarch wvho is leading his peeple te what
he hopes teo be the open door of eppertunity ia Canada.
With the aid of a veluble interpreter Gurdit Singh teld

the sboery of his venture.

IT IS A TEST VOYAGE

Re gees, aseerding te his ewn stery, te test the
justuness of the Brisish toward all its peeple. Chief
Justiee Hunter of Cgnada made a decision in Nevember

24 last that Canada under present laws must leave the
door open te all British subjects.. Sinee that time there

have deen vielathens of that ruling and Indians have been
deperted centrary te law who have sought te make British

Celumbia their heme.
*Nevw,” said Gurdit Bingh, "We will see whether the

law will be vielated. If we are admittied we will knew

that the Canadian geverameat is just. If we are de-
ported wo will swe the goverameant and if we cannot ob-
tain redress we will ge dack and take up the matter with

the Indian Geverament.”
 "pnd what then!® imterpised the reperter. |
*I canned answer.” was the respease and a laugh west
around the cirele of dark faees. |

“They stopped us in Hengkeng” stated the interpreter,
"by holding bask our passenger sertificates. That is why
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SHIP FULL OF INDIANS HERE CANADA PROBLEM (Continued)

Ve Are a week late and we have been put to great in-
sonveniense. The Geveraner of Heongkeng would net let

W8 go until he had cabled te the Geveraer-General of
Canada. The Gevernor-General of Canada communicated

thea with the Iaperial @evernment and word came back

e Nengkong teo let us go on as we had plamned. Ve

Rave our own medical eofficer abomrd, and each of the -
passengers must have a sertain sum of money with Rtw Al.el.
to startd eut in Canada. We have merchants, farmers,

mashinists, men whe can werk in the saw-mills and men
of many trades ameng our number.”
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PLANG MANY VOYAGES

The charterer explained alse that this was enly the
initial veyage. He plans to fellew it with others
frem Calsutta to Vanscouver carrying carge and passeng-
ors and is contemplating tve ships en the rus, depend-
ing on the treatment that he gets at the hands of the
Canadian goverament. On this trip he desires te get
& carge of lumber to take back te Calcutta frem Vamceuver,

There were other expressions from the Indians standing
about whish showved that the idea possessed them all that
a British sudbjeet vas a British subdbject whether he lived
in India or Bouth Africa or Canada, and was to be treated
on terms of oquality, permitted to live and ge where he
shese in the Pritish Eapire.

That the feeling eof this ship load of Indians is one
that vill make an issue in the near future is amply evi-
densed frem other sources. "If the British Imperial
Geverament enderses the pelicy eof Hindu exclusiea frem
the selenies it will precipitate the fiercest revelution
in the histery of the werld," declared Prefessor Judrindra
Bese of lowva Univeresity on Jebruary 14 bdefere a committes
of the Congress of the United States net to diseuss the
question of Rindu exclusion from the United States. e
was appearing te eppese such exclusion on the ground that
the Hindus were a kindred Aryan peeple wvho were entitled
te the rights of British subjects.
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CANADIANS OPPOSE PLAN

Mdd just as the Indians are grewing more persistent
on the prepesition as they see it, Canada and the Canad-
ians beseme more emphatis in the matter of exclusioea.
The Reyal Commissien appeinted te investigate the ques-
tien of immigratien teo the couniry last meanth advised the
teotal exslusien of the Asiatic races-a cenclusioen resshed
as a result of the cenvietion that the Asiatie peeples
sannet bdo abserded imte the westera communities evem
though they decsone Ganadians by legal precess. BStill
mere recently it has beean reperted as eeaing frea a mem-
ber of the Canadian Parliamsant fer British Celumbia that
the peeple of British Celumbia weuld ge to the last leagihe
in resistiag Asiatis immigraties.

Thatever is the outcome of the issue which is besceming
vital the Kemagata NMaru's veyaga will be felleved with ia-
terest by the werld as she steams te the Canadian sheres.
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