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m and Chinese influx

"indunl by direct agenol

as follows:

PR ‘_Eho Japuug\

the Provirce under oont:

Tokio and Homdulu.

2 The immigration movement among the ‘Hindus was
innitiated by the‘agente of the Canadian Paci

at Hong Kong over two yeaxrs ago, but the movement is now

gpontannﬁa;, and direct from Imndia.
de The Chinese, who are again entering the Province

in unexpectedly large mumbers cbnsidering the heed tax, &are

being brought im; 8s they always hsve beey, by Ohimese Tongs,

(mercantile companies and clen guilds) heving headquarters in

Vancouver and Victoria.
Hereunder I submit deteils of information secured,

and upon which tThese conclusions sre based, details which 1

can more fully gupplement on &any point desired when seeing

xon in Ottawa.
There are three large agenciea heving headquart ers

in Vancouver which are engasged in bm:lrfg Jepenese laborers

ander contract direct from Japan, one large agency bringing
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These agenoim, Q:I‘t F
The Japanese Boarding .qu_xgom Union of
mntoa B.C, Lbd,

The omuu Nippon Supply Compeny, Ltd.

4, | The Hittoh ﬁloypenty Oo;p_e,n:; | 3 i-f
Oe The Japanese Gemeral Contract Gonpany, Ltd.
The first, second and fifth of these are incorporated

under the Provincial Companies' Act.
The first mentioned, the Boardihg House Keepers Union,

V3

,ﬁ,.

i T

. -

oo-0porgtod vith tho Japanese Boarding Houge Keepers Union of

Honnluln in bringing about the recent influx from there, but
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«\1@ not originate the movemen®, which was a fortuitous result
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of the aotin of Haweiian planters in importing Portuguese %o %

work on tha sugar plantations, It appears that over itwelve years .

ago the planters decided to wholly replace native laborers onm

their plantations by Japhnese coolies, and many thousands were im-~
dly handled from the )

promised, and

4
ported acscordingly. These Japanese were ba

outset, their wages were not advanced as had been

dissatisfaction in recent years became 80 general among them,

that it resulted in Jepanese immigration to the Islands pra.otial-l- '_

ly ceasing. This of course SO0 tightened up the labor market® }

there, and the Japanese remaining demanded &n increase im

This being refused by the planters labor troubles en-
The planters them d4€e . .

wages,
sued, and became aauté early this year.
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. bring in Portuguese leborers from Madeira undexr contract, and
An Americam Immigration Officer was
sent there aoooi‘dingly'; and examined 211 the laborers contracted
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permiseion was granted.

for, meerly three thousand in all. These were embarked on the

$8 Saveric and 88 Kumerie of the Andrew Weir Line. Mr. Sargeant,
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the United States Commissioner of Immigration, made & special i
trip to Homolulu to be present at their arrival. They arrived in

due course and were subjected to a second examination, and im~
mediately thereafter set to work on the plantation. In the mean-
time the Homolulu Boarding House Keepers Umiom, 1in order %o re-
taliate upon the planters, and agéin tighten the labor market,
entered into negotiatioms with the Vancouver Uniom last May,and

the result was the chartering by them through the Theodore Davis

Company of Honolulu of the SS Ammiral Jaurequiberry on which They

embarked 500 Japanese for Vancouver, and subsequently the 335

rumerie on which they embarked 1100, followed by the S8 Indiana
and other boats. The planters were greatly incensed at this,

which to & large extent took from them the easy labor market

gained by the import of Portuguese, and vainly tried to prevent

the exodus, even threatening tue captein of the Kumeric with

personal violence. This gentleman is now residing in Seattle,

where he was promoted to be shoremester of the Andrew Welr Line

at thet port. To the best of my information from those competent

to give en opiniom in the matter there is not likely to be

much further immigratiom from Honolulu, &s the Japanese rems&inliog

there now are again in demand om the plantetions, and &t betller

wages than ever before paid them on the Islands. But if the !

4 immigration direct from Japan to British Columbia be restricted

then Honolulu will be used &8 & back door for eniry by tlhe

various labor-contracting &agencies interested. But these Jap-

come.fa British Columbia having pass-ports to Hawail

anese who
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only are violating the laws of their own Govermmemt’, and would
have no status for complaint to their Govermment under any ex-
isting treaty if refused sdmigsiom - at least so I em told by
the Japanese Comsul, Mr, Morikawa, at Vancouver, I enclose herea

with a p&gs-port which I obtained temporarily from & Japanese,

Mr.Tsurukichi Ome’; who arrived at Vancouver from Homoluluwu, and

ig to be deported from Vancouver on account of trachomsa. This

pass~-port I undertook teo returm to its owner before the 20th

inst., and I would accordingly ask for ite returm to me after

perusal. It appears on the face of it to susteim Mr. Morikawa's
contention, ”

When the above mentioned SS Admiral Jaurequiberry
arrived at Vancouver in July las$¥ the Immigration Officerxr de-
cided to deport 100 of the 300 Japansse on board on the ground
that they were likely to become public : charges, it being usual
‘to require possession of at least $256.,00 on the part of each
immigrant,!and these 100 having no money with them. The Japanese
Boarding House Union of Vancouver intervened however , and advqnqod
$3000,00 for these men, and gave an undertaking that employment
would be found for all of them. This undertaking was carried
sut; g certified copy of the wage-list at various saw-mills
having been deposited with the Immigration Officer, showing all
these Japamese to have received employment shortly after arrival.
The pass-ports belongiunug to these mem pending their detentionm

were handed over to their Comsul, who in turn gave them over 10

the Boarding House Keepers Uniom, and ilhe Union collected ¢5.00

from each mam before returning his pass-port.

THE CANADA NIPPON SUPPLY COMPANY, LTD. This Company

-

contracts for Jepanese labor in the Province, and also imports

Japeanese laborers direct from Japam under contract,

The Managing Director of this Compeny is & Mr.

Yoshi at one time connected with the Japanese Consulate at
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Homolulu; and subsequently Seoretary to Mr. Shimizu, during the
latter's term of office as Japanese Consul &t Vancouver., After
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I‘r. Morikawa's arrival Mr. Yoshi went to Japan, where he lef%

;{' ; the diplomatic service, and returning to Vancouver about a

year ago he organized the Canada Nippom Supply Company.
He secured Mr. C. Gardiner-Johnsom, & former English naval officer,

and now a8 prominent estate-agent of Vancouver, as president for
his Company, This Company had concluded preliminary arraenge-
ments with Mr, Rugsell of the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Company
for a large supply of Japamese laborers for comnstruction wodk
next spring, but the latter's suicide at Primce Rupert upsetd

these plans, I saw Mr, Yoshi, who is am 0ld personal friend

of my own, at Ottawa over two months age, being them on his way
" to Montreal to renew these negotiations, Mr., Yoshi intends to
leave Vancouver for Japan aBout the end of November to complete
grrangementa for the shipment of Japanese coolies to British
Columbia next spring, His Company has already supplied large
numbers of Japanese to the Canadiam Pacific Railway Company for

work on Vancouver Island, and also for work in the Dunsmuir

Colleries on Vancouver Island,

8. Gotoh. This & wealthy Japanese who contractis I1IoXx

Japanese labor on & large scale, He is now 1imn Japan., My in-

formation coacerning him is indirect, I do not know him
personally, but through Japanese sources 1 &am informed that
he is now negotiating for & large supply of Japanese laborers

to arrive next spring for railway construction purposes.

The Nittoh Egploxgant Company &and The Japanese General Contract
COEEQBI. Ltdt

but on 8 smaller scale.,

scarry on the same business &as the above-mentioned




There 1s an wneasiness in British Columbis to-day thet would
not be felt if the Asiatic immigretion were confinmed te g
Chinese and Hindus, who are looked upom by the whites as greafly :
The danger in the situatiom, and there is "

: inferior raoc ozl.
i _~_-j danger, is caused by the presence of Jepanese in numbers tha®
were nﬁor anticipated, The att;tnde of the people of the

Province towards the Japanese is one of fear - the whites are

afraid of what the near future threatems from these people., The
Japanese do not confine themselves to certein limited and sube

ordinate occupations as do the Chimese and Hindus., The Japanese
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are ocompeting with white merchants for white trade; they are
competing with white artisams and *olerke for work and employment

in every lime of activity. I visited the teWn of Steveston

where formerly over 3000 white fishermem earmed their living;

F 2Tk

they have been entirely supplamted by Japanese. Stevesion is now

to all intents and purposes & Japanese town.
Som? months ago the white-labor-unions of Vancouver,

irritated at what they considered the apathy of ihe mercantile

classes on the guestionm of Asiatic competitionm, seriously

considered a boycot of white merchants, and instructioms to

all union labor-mem to purchase their supplies only from Japanese

merchants, This threat was not carried out, as the merchants

are falling into line with the laboy mem on the Asiatic questiom;

but the point is that the threat could not have been carried out -

all the supplies that ordinary workingmen require can now be

bought in Vancouver from Japanese merchants. And the reasoa

why the white merchant or clerk, as well as skilled artisan

or ordinsry workingmam, cannot compete with the Japanese 18

thet the cost of living to the Japanese@ - the amount required
clothing - does

for his imdividusl up-keep in shelter, food and

Aot exceed one-half the emount normally spent by & Canadian

while over and abaove that there is not one

of the same class,




in Tifty of the Japemsse now in the Province who has & family

to support or home to maintain. Comsequently he sells his wares) !

or sells his labeoxr, as the case may be, for a price that ne

Canadian cam afford to sccept.

There are now over 25,000 Asiatios in British Columbia
practically all of whom are mele adults. There are not 75,000
white male adults in the Province, and if to-day every fourth

man in the Province competing for a living is an Asiatic, the
whites fear that in a very few years under existing conditions

that ratio will be so deeressed as to make British Columbia

an Asiatic colony.
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The Hindus are not aggressive like the Japanese
nor adaptive like ‘the Chinese; they are physically unfit for
the climates of British Columbia; they work in a very listless

manner; they are handicapped by religious customs and prejudiaos

and limited very much as to the kind of food they can eat
.without losing caste. They are nearly all Punjabis, following
the Hindu religion, but there are & few Mohometans among th;m.
According to their owm story, and I interviewed more thn.p half

a dosen of them through &n interpreter, their people aty Hong _
Kong were inmduced to come to Vancouver by Canadian Paoif\\io \

\
Railway agents. The ones who came first all obtained employ-

ment 8t what seemed to them very high wages. When working in

the saw-mills, or at clearing land, their favorite occupation,
they earn from $1.25 to $2.,00 per day. Later on when many of
them were employed at the mills those speaking English were

appointed foremen at from $2,50 to $3.00 per day. Now this

game class of men in India could not earm more than this sum

in 8 month, Their board and lodging, &s they live &among
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themselves in Vancouver, does not cost them mode tham $15.00 J
e per month per man, Soon they begam sending money back teo iy
| %
éﬁ' 2 o
;;m their people in India in sums varying from $15.00 to $50,00 &
o Bl through Postal Orders. In. India/this represented a very con-
B - o
e siderable sum to them, and whenever they were able te retura
, home with an amount egqual to $200,00 they would buy a share in 3

a village, and would be accounted wealthy men, Consequently
the letters sent home by the fortumate first-comers with tThe

money orders enclosed, stirred the imaginations of tTheir com=

patriots as our people were stirred by early reports from

Klondike. And this is what now makes the movement fyom India

spontaneeus, I am reliasbly informed that the Canadian Pacific

Company in this matter did not bring these Hindus o British
Columbia to meet a scarcity of 1;abor; but they started this
immigration solely in their interest &8s carriers. But if, &as
alleged by my Hindu informants, the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company set the ball rolling to replace their diminished

Chinese steerage traffic which almost ceased after the imposition
of the $500,00 head-tax, it will now contimue of its own accord.
The Hindus themselves say that although there are now over 500
of them out of employment in the vicinity of Vancouver, and
although many of them may be deported as a public charge and
many of them died of privatiom, yetl it will not check the tide
of immigration set up by the first favourable reports. The

most of these Hindus have a hard outlook for the coming winter.
Even ;hongh they have money they cannol secure housing, &and

must continue living in tents, &8 so many oI them now do. The

Maple Leaf Refuge, which has been opened fgr them by some of

the charitably disposed is crowded to the utmost capacity.

Pargeck Nath Das, the Hindus interpreter at tne United States

Tmmigration Office in Vancouver, told me that he was going to
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start a "Hindu Liberation League™ (se he called it) to promote
their interests, but I am t0ld by others that he hes little.

influence with them, and is logxea upon as an agitator, Theix

own ooum who have & little superior knowledge in the matter
of Bpoal:ing and writing English impose upon them and blackmail

them, I looked up the records o:f.' geveral police court cases in

which such offences were charged, but they would have no special

interest here, and I merely mentiom them in saying that other-
wise the Hindus are remarkably inoffensive and peaceable, getting
into trouble tar'more frequently with health officers than with

the police,. CGmparatively few of these Hindus go from Canads to
the United States. From the Vancouver Agency of the United

States Depertment of Labour and Commerce I obtained the follow-

ing details, showing the nmmber during the last three months
making applicatiom for permits;

1907 July 1st to July 24th Examined - 94
Admitted 82
Re jected 12

July 26th to August 24th Examined 154

Admitted 131

Re jected 29

August 25,to September 24 kxamined 1338

Admitted 119
ke jected 20

Mr, Brooks and Col. Palk Warren, both of Vancouver, itake & warm
persongl interest in the Hindus, and have done much to ameliorate
their condition here. These gentlemen have suggested that tThe

Indian Government might be induced to establish am examining

office in India, allowing only such intending emigrants to

leave there for Cansda who are in good physical condition and
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in most cases now with clothing vrotahour ingsdequate to the
olimate. They are in all respecis the least efficient of the

Asiatic immigrants.
) The Chinese

There is in the 0ld sense mne “Chinese Question®
in British Columbia today, Nor will there be, so long &s

present restrictioms are enforced. The charaecteristice that

}. define the Chinese favorabiy from the Japanese in the minds

of British Columbians are these:
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1. They never essert & positiom of equality with the

- whites, They confine their activities to certain limitved

and subordinate occupations, and do not now compete seriously

with the mass of the white population - the whites having
more profitable work to do. They employ themselves &8

a Domestic servants
b Laundrymen

c Cooks &and Kitchen help in hotelaébut not waiters

except in the C.P.R. Mountain Hovels.

Laborers in clearing forest lands.

d
e Market gardeners.

f Inside workers at canneries.
g

Above-ground workers at colleries.

2o
any line except to ? very limited extenl &as merchant-tailors,

and their customers sre mainly confined smong the whites to

women looking for cheap tailor-made dresses.

s The attitude of the Chinese toward the whites

is one of peace at any price, and & white nman is never attacked

by them excepl under severe provocation, They &re quiet and

law-abiding (except in the matter of gambling, or when a Tong

War breaks out among them), and they keep to thelr owm quarterse.

The mass of them are brought from China under
contract with the large Chinese Tongs, Guilds OrT Mercantile

Companies, who advance their passage-money and head~-tax.

ig paid off with agreed interest in from two to five years,

¥

A

This



most seriously inconvenienced without them, and this is freely
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during whioh \per.!.ud they are virtually the slaves of their
respective om:q.iog.

As domestic servents, and reliable laborers for clearing"
land, -the péople of British Columbia would at the pfoaen‘b time be &

acknowledged b; all who have homes to maintain or lands te
clear, The limited mmmber now emtering the Provimce about keeps

pace with the demand for Them.

The Asiatic Exclusion League of Vancouver B.C.

-------——-'"--—--------—---—--ﬂ- ---—---—-—-—--—-----——-—-—-r

This is an orgéni gation rapidly becoming powerful,

and is certainly one that must be reckoned with in any

settlement of the Asiatic question. It was planned by

with the Japesnese and Koream Exclusion League of Sam Francisco.

But it is not now in any way under Americam conirol oI
direction, although under special circumstances it can depend
upon American sources for financial aid. The officers of

this League, &8s at present constituted,are:

A.W. Von Rhein - President. This man is8 &n American

0itizen, and is & walking-delegate of the Bartenders Union at

Vancouver.
J. E. Wilton - Vice-President. A printer by trade, & glib
speaker, and & man who nmakes himself prominent in Labor Unions.

S.J. Gothard - Treasurer. Gothaerd is &lso & printer

by trade and is business manager 10T the Amalgamated Trades Unions
of Veancouver. He edits the "Trades Unionist®™, a monthly péaper

published in Vancouver in tue interests of organized labor.

Gordon M. Grant - Secretary. Grant is & clever young lawyer,

well-informed, but an extremist.
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But because the present officers are menm

af little or no standing, and in some cases of unsavory
reputation, it would be a mistake to underestimate the
influence of the League, I saw its list of over 2,000 paid wup

Vancouver members, and at least 15% of them belong to the

mercantile and professional classes. The mass of the

people are giving a guiet support to it, and are subscribing
liberally to its funds, Gothard showed me a staetementv accounting

for $5000.00 funds on hend and delegates are being sent to

Vancouver Island and to the interior miming districts for the

purpose of staxing branches of the League. They will go &as

fap east as Calgary, and possibly to Winnipeg. They will have

a semi-monthly organ to be known as "The Exclusionist"™ established
in a few weeks, of which Mr., Grant will be editor. To give you an
idea of the character of the men now joining the League I would
mention the following leading :itigens of Vamncouver, all of whom

are enrolled members, and sbout equally divided between Liberals

and Conservatives:

Hon. charles Wilson Ex-Attoruey Genersl,

Mayor Betl mne

James Garden, ..r.FP.

Thomas F. Neelanas Ex-Mayor, Vancouver

Geo. H. vowan City Solicitor,Vancouver

G.A. MoGuire, M.r.P.

.M. Woodworth Presiaent Conservative

5, Assn.

Kev. Mr. Wilson St.Andrews Presbyterian

Rev. G. Fraser Pirst Presbyterian
Jhurch

And the numbers of these, and of the above class, are being added
to daily. If tue present plamns of tune League do nol miscarry the
whole Province will be organized by it within three months,and
already it is decided thut the present officers shall resign,and
their places be taken by more prominent and reputable men. The

X

carlier predominant force in tne League, composed largely of

irresponsibles and fanatics, is belng over-ruled by the steadier

heasds in the Labor Unions and by the mercentile aud professional

clesses now joinming. The League has receivead strength and
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endorgement very rapidly. As late as September 28rd last at a

private meeting there was friotion between the earlier and more
violent faction and the later and steadier members, the point at i

The party

of quieter counsels carried the day, however, and I was told by

issue being the immediate holding of & second parade.
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Harry Cowam (an influential Liberal Labor man, not to be con-~

fused with the afore-mentioned G.H.Cowan,the City Solicitor),that
the more violently inclined had been set to expending their
energies in circulating petitioms to tThe Premier.

However &8 soon &8 it became knowm that Dr.Monro's

pogition thet he would allow no more Japamese 10 enter from

Hopnolulu who hed not pass-ports for Canada had beem over-ruled

from Ottawa & meeting of the League was sumnoned and & meeling

was decided on for Monday night next the 7th instant without a

parade, Application was made for use of the City Hall, but this

was refused owing to its proximity to the Japanese and Chinese
quarters, and the danger oi demonstration by those unable 10

gain entry to the Hall, which will not hold more than two

thousand. A hall will be procured elsewhere, as far removed &as

possible from Asiatic guarters.

----‘-_--“--—-i-.

When Mr. Ishii, the Japanese Envoy, arrived in Seattle

it was expected tnat he wouldremain several deys, and lne

Japanese-Korean kxclusion League of Seattle had planned & hostile '’

demonstygtion. When 11 was learned that Ishii was to leave for

Vancouver before this could be carried out, the Secretary of the

Seattle League, 4. =. FoWker, (the same person who led the attacks

on the Hindus at Bellingham) boarded tlhe sameé train and was

joined by & small party of supporters at Bellingham. The Van-

couver League had m&de all ayrrangements for a perade, to be

followed by & public meeting 1in the City Hall. Mow the Cily
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l‘i‘ is literally within & stone-throw of Chimatowm, and

ig not mueh further removed from Powell Street, where most of
the Japamese reside at present. The League carried am effigy

of Lt. Goveynor Dumsmuir during the parade, and burned it im
f: ~ front of the City Hall before the meeting. After the Hall

was filled to its utmost capacity there were theusands of
/ paraders left on the streets outside, including Fowler and his
Bellingham associates, Fowler proposed & march through the
Chinese and Japanese quarters. I am told that it was some
boys directed by Fowler who threw the first gstones, but
however that may be the crowd became excited at once, and the
damage was done.
Although it was not within the scope of my.in-
¢ structions to ingquire into details of the damage done during
this riot, yet I visited the places where the evidences of
it were still showing om Dupomnt, ‘arrall, Canton, Little Shanghail
and Powell Streets. And at & private supper given by Mr. Oyang
King, the Chinese Consul irom San Francisco, to which 1 was
invited together with Mr. A.L. Mchvoy, solicitor for the Chinese
claimsnts, the details of lhe damage were frankly discussed
| with me, Among the Chinese present Lee Yuen, Hai Hing On, Ah
Moon Ah VWong and David Lew were old clients of my own. From what
I learned from them I can safely stute thatl the entire damage

done to the Chinese guarters would be covered Dy $4000,00, a

considerable part of this damage belng sustained by white owners
of buildings rented by the JShinese. The claims proposed to
be put forward for comsequential damages 4re absurd. And the

damage dome to the Japanese Wwas not one-half that inflicted

| on the Chinese.

1, The number of Chinese likely 1o enler tne rrovince

un®r present restrictions méy not be & subject for compleint

by the general publicm but since tne Shinese Tongs now find i%
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profitable to import their comntrymem in spite of the increased
head-tsx'thédsituution in regard to them still needs to Dbe '
oa;etully'watohed.

2 Assuming that the Hindu immigretiom im future ig

not to be absclutely checked, and in order to prevent the
stéamship companies dumping the more squaldid misery of India
inLinoreaaing proportions upor our Coagt, it would seem advisable -
to have some office analeagous to the one meinteined imn Vancouver H
by the United States Government, This office subjectis all

Hindus and.Japaneae to a very stringent physical examination

before giving & permit to any to enter the tinited States, Tarack
Nath Das, the Hindu interpreter in charge there, tells me that

go meny of the first applicants were re jected that very few

"now apply for & permit unless really guelified, I was told that

a8 small examination fee was charged 1n every CuaS86.
e If from now on there be ounly & limited number of
Japanese allowed to enter Ca.uda, such as is seid to have besn

contemplated when the treaty was ratified by our Parliament, then

‘the situatiom in British Columbia in respect to them will slowly

right itself as tne white populsation 1lncreases. But unless
gomething like this be dpne, and if more shiploads ol Japanese
enter the Province soon, &s announced, tuen it is the opinion of
the well.informed that premeditated riots will occur this winter
sfter the white lumbermen returm to town out of work; and fthere 1is
danger that o slight incident, sucn us & street fight between &
white and & Japanese, may U any time letd to & spontaneous out-
break. In eitner case ilhe Japanese nave openly stated that they
will meet furtner sttack with weapoms, aund from iy own obser-
vations and direct iuformation I sm cquvinced th&l itney &reé

prepared to do tnis, Tney 180 say they will enter 1the town
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from au h ad jacent lumber-mills and camps, and from stotom
whenever another parade is held by the Asiatic Exclusion m

These Japanese are many of them trained soldiers, and they have

recently assumed an offensively aggremsive attitude toward the
whites., Their Comsul has very little control over them, é.‘nd it
was with the greatest difficulty that he pursuaded them not to
hold a counter-parade after the recent riot. If further riots
occur, and & number of whites ere killed by these Japanese,the
danger will be extreme that incendiarism and massacre will occur
on both sides. Such an eventuality will have to be guarded

against with great care - the situation contains possibilities Qf
an outbreak that the local militia could not be depended upon to
suppress. Such an eventuality is being eagerly anticipated and
watohed‘for by American sympathizers in the Jépanoae Korean

Leagues of California, Oregon and Washingtom. There are details im
regard to this which I will give you verbally after I arrive.

in Ottawa, During my two weeks here I have been 1n an.exoeptiogp

had
ally good positiom to learn the truth, &and have, intimate access

to all concerned in every phase oI the questioﬁ,and to the very
best of my information and Judgmggt the situation is as serious
ag I have above represented ites I would respectfully sugges?t
thet if tne Japanese Government were impressed with the larger
sgpect of the situatiom, and what is involved in it - that is
the danger that the Americans to thelr own obvious advantage

may egg on and secretly increase lhe anti-Japanese feeling now
becoming rampant in the Province till that feeling reach & stage

where the Britisn Columbians forget they are British and look

upon their highest interests us identicsl with those of Califormia,
Oregon &nd Washingtom - 1T 1n any iispute which Japan may have

with the Uniteda States the attitude of the people of Westerm
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Canada becomes one of fixed and determined hostility te Great

. Britain's ally - themn surely the hpl;oso Government will of

itself see the advisability of taking stringent steps to s0
regulate for the present at least the irritating exodus of its

qnhjootb teo Western Canada as to relieve the present gituation
and permit of quiet and loyal counsels prevalling amongst us.

What exasperates the British Columbians the more is the knowl edge
that our labor memip if such & contingency were poésiblo; would
not be allowed to go Japan in any numbers and compete with
Japanese workmen., Chinese coolies are now being excluded from
Japam for the exact reasons given by white laborers of British
Columbia for asking thet Japanese be excluded from competing
with them, Consul Morikawa 18 my_authority for this statement,
Similarly the knowledge that Japanese &re acquiring,
developing and exploiting our copper mines, are building and
operating fish-canneries of thelr own, and scquiring timber &and
operating saw-mills in our Province, when at the same time they
are told that no Canadian can own & foot of land, can hold a
single mining claim, or acquire a fishing right anywhere 1in
Japan - such knowledge arouses racial resentment, pride,and the
instinct of self-preservatiom which if nol soon placated scems
likely to meke itself fell st 211 hazard. And yet it is to be
remembered thet there was & fairly friemdly feeling in British

columbia toward the Japanese before tneilr numbers in the Province

increased so alarmingly and injuriously to tne whites ,a feeling
which was expressed repeatedly during tne Russo- Japanese War ,and
shown even so frequently as last summer durlng the visit of

Prince Pushimi, As representing Jepan 1m persom this prince was

accorded a reception at Vancouver by Ulne whites,altogether apar?

from the one tendered him by hls Own countrymen, which was more
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more odrdial and elaberate tham at any other point in Canads.
And that feeling might yet be restored. Nothing more is needed
upon both sides than a frank recognition that certain races deo
not mingle, and in the commom mass are better kept apert. All
this mey be accomplished temporarily by & special Emvoy for that
purpose., But at the same time I would beg le;;i to express the

opinion that this Asiatic immigration questiom, even though the
Japanese treaty were abrogeted, is not a question of a day,

nor is it one that may be settled in our day. The faect that

Secretary Taft on behalf of the United States Government is

I |
.|
:’_*1.

bugsied with diplomatic visits to Japan and China &t the very same !

time thet an American policy or rigid exclusiom of Asiatic coolie !

labor is announced from Washingtomn, is most significant. And yet%

in this Asiatic question as it affects the United States and as
it affects Canada there is & great difference, & difference call-
ing for far more consideration on our part thamn on the part of
the Americam Government. For in the United States the Asiatio

imnigration questiom is solely a labor questiomn, while wilh us 1t;

1
£

is a land question &s well, Our millions 01 &acres of vacant
areas, specially in the milder climates 01 British Columbia,
must necessarily sppear more and more tempting to Asiatics in
the coming years, snd it is & foregone conclusion that they will
carry omn unremitting efforts 10 possess themselves of the land
which should be reserved for our own race, and races capable

of asgimilating with us.

The energies of tne Immigration Departiment &are belng
jirected on the Atlantic side entirely toward inducing ruropean
settlers of any kind to come to ’ancda. But radically different
work from this 18 now necessary on the Pacific side - work
which will become increasingly necessary as China awakens to a

modern system apnroaching that ol Japan. This work would be
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directed toward stemming the tide of immigsation from Asia in

the interests of our Western working classes while at the “‘ '
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gquite another order from those required of European immigretion &

A oon&iliating the Asiatic powers and fostering trade rcl.:tiouf‘
,with them. Such work will call for the exercise of talents of .

agents., Misunderstanding with Asiatics will be complicated by

our Imperial relations., And domestic clashes will tend to recur
between the great corporate and financial interests in Canadg
demanding cheap Oriental labor on the one gide, and the mass of
the people of Western Canada determinedly hostile to it on the
ofher side. The diplometic adjusting of such situatioms by the ;-
Government would be rendcred much easier by having &t their t
gervice some men qualified by special training to obtain and

supply in advence relisble information and data concerning every
movement in the Orient likely in sny way to affect the interests é
of Canada. I would not presume from & short investigatiom made '
within the time asked for to suggest more concerning & guestion

80 impoftant and intricate &nd dependent upomn future developmentg.
Yet I may be allowed to say that some temporary declarations and
measures would allay the passiontte feelings aroused in British

Columbia without unnecessarily offending Jupanese sensibilities,

and allow time for a more matured policy covering the whole

question,

Many of the educated Japanese whom ! nave net are
great students of internationsl law, one O0I whose precepts ~one

stringently followed in the foreigm policy o1 Japan itself - 18
that"every stute has tue right to regulate immigration to its
territories in such manner a&s is most convenient to the safely

and pursuits of its citizens.™ Ferguson's Manual of International

Law,

I shall be st your service in Ottawa on Monday the

7th instant. 1 heve the nonour to oe
518,
Your obedient servent
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