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- T returh yhu hmwiffhii*e'tter frém Ear J aaaph PoPa a.akmg for a full report
~to-dateof the recent: Hindu situation on the W est: Guast of British Columbla

created by!the atrival of the Komagata Mayu.:.

. “The Komagata Maruwas chartered oi Mareh 24th, 19i4, by Gurdit Singh,

-::i':for a period: of six monthsfor the.. sum: of -$66,000, ..-Hong Kong currency.
-+ Arrangements mgardmg the charter were made: by :Gurdit Singh with Mr, A
-« Bune, 88. Agent in Hong Kong, and ¥. 8ato and Company, of Kobe, J apan,
i the lattér of whom aré-either:the. agenty for,-or the owners of, the K omagala -

Mary.. . The first authentic iffs TeriY bn on*w&ﬁhﬁw Department received Tegards
- 1ng this vessel ¢ m’ing 'faMrd-, - i

L passengers came in a cable from the .

— o

claxm and wemlmded. Tg bﬂ perfgegly lﬁgaJ if Wa.s necessary that'the Bonrd of = “L

annghiavesaet’up ﬁothe deﬂ tadi‘ . - Y 6
B {3 ww‘-zmpmalble to eompliwxﬁ his#eqmat“hs if
< to the doek; no doubt many'of the Hinduns wnula
'-:necmm,* hawever f ma:v ﬂata iha’t *ﬁiﬁ ’Depat‘t
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z Kong on w: April 4th, 1914, and arrived . at
menmt on- May 213::, 1914:, Wlth 376 ‘Hmdai aboard. Gardner and John-

<800, who ‘tepresent”the owners at- Vmumr, ‘were instracted that the veswl
~“Was-to anehor in ' Vancouver Harbour, and & patrol was 1mmed1ately established =~

to sce:that none .of the Hindus on board gained Bﬂrmptltmus entry into the

mmtq" STE y 34

K medica] exminatian whs st condcted and abot 90 wers rejeted by
the dectar Who. eondm,ted the exm;qnanon. A number claimed to have Cans-
..dian domicile, and of thege npon. exammatu;m about 20 substantiated thejr .

. Inguiry shoyld sit on each case, which;made, [Progress very slow, and duri ng .

eﬁéﬁ}bf"bﬂnada dated March 3lst, g

tha time omupwd day to ghy ;;@pp ,,,.,w &iven out that the Hmiius o o
ﬁlowly stamng___‘to death,_ all af whwh reports, needlesg to 8y, were abwlntely T
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é “ oo w7 Vancouver to facilitate in cvery way the discharging of the cargo of coal by

@ - ﬁﬁ means of 1 lghtern. I
i - The Hindus complained that, as the Board of Inquiry did 18t give a
e E e . decision at the end of each case, they were prevented from appealing to the
L e courts against the decision of the Board of Inquirv. The Board of Inquiry
o . thereupon gave a decision in the case 6f Munshi Singh, and an application for
i mmee o Habeas Corpus was at once made on his behalf before Judge Murphy, the
1 Ak g 7application being dismissed pro forma with right of taking the matter before
T R ...~ the Appeal Court. The case came before the Appeal Court on June 29th and
£ when the decision was announced it upheld the Department on every count.
% %" %t - . The remaining cases were then dealt with asifast as possible and deportution
R orders issned in the case of all rejected passengers.
a % -~ . While the Komagata Maru had been Iying at Vancouver, the charter held
L. . . by Gurdit Singh had been transferred to Vancouver Hindus.  The solicitors
..~ . of the owners of the K omagata Maru claimed that the responsibility for the

: # © '+ deportation of rejected Hindus did not rest upon the owners of the vessel but
~~ upon the charterers; and as the charterers have little, if any, property in
& ... ~Canada it would have boen a diffcult matter in the conrts 1o enforce the pay.
et ST ment of expenses incurred in conneetion with deportation. For thcse reasons,
R . g~ . theeDepartment .emthorieed the. Lominion Dpmigration Agent at Vancouver
SRR S to incur the necessary expense of furnishing supplies of food to be used on
““y . - the return journey, providing the Komagata Maru agreed to sail with all
B ' .rejacted passengers on board and upon the understand Ing
' ._ . = would not be placed on board until the v

“ st :ye The Captain of the Komagata Maru upon the advice of the solicitors of the
3.,1  owners of the vessel was willing to sail. but as the passengers refused to allow
«+. 2 . him to get up steam until such timo as he conld show the written authority of
4w "m0l 'the charterers for his departure, and as he was unable 1, secure that written
b %% 1 authority, he appealed to the police for protection to enable him to CArry out
A0 ***” “his wishes ou board his vessel. tir response to the Captain's appenl a foroe of
oot 1*; ¢. about 175 went out to the K omagala Maru in a tug, but were unable to land,
i}*‘" ~+°  being repulsed by a shower of coal, iron bars, clubs and pieces of machinery —
" SUR L PR thrown down by the Hindus who were stationed at all advantageons points of
S A efas o the vessel. Several shots were fired by the Hindus, but the fire was not retnrned
Tt Fodani, o by the officers.. The windows of the tug were demolished. the Captain had
o ﬁ, Vid tW(?z of his rihs broken and twenty of the officers received 1 juries more or less |
Lol % iﬂ - serious, but fortunately none fatal. At two a.m. the force withdrew to shore.
3.*‘ o w»f :.A-To-pmmnt rioting on shore, the M ayor called out some of the unlitia, the
£ B g Rainbow was ordered to Vancouver and the passengers in response to a message
e ke to the Minister of the Interior were wired as followa ;— .

that the provisions
cssel had passed the three-mile limit.
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de i e DN SR ut Your message received, Previous messages have had full con-
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B e fideyfatlan. Tha law does not permit of your landing in hia country

2ot o0 End it is my daty to enf rce that ) Poli - _

T e FMET S e | oy y Yy s i law. olice and voluntgera most -

{5 ._S?-._f';; ; ] ; ‘_. 33 e Mt B LT s of . . : —

e e R ~ anxioys to ?W’lld violence. Arrangements were duly made to furnish
LT T S pmvisiom. | TPQ __.“%mmlsm'wnﬂfﬁmn, however, must see that vou

(o G g o Separt T you submit to law and do s, no' force will be used

.y ot o Trust yon will recognize the necessity of submitting to the law.”
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N L O After several consultations, between Departmental officers and parties

Rt i o pTOpTCSCRUING ,;lh,g,;_Hindna, the former egreed to provide some extra provisions B
y 'y o oi o sked for and the bey the deportation orders. o -
. %‘“’“‘“ o ki “ALQ 2. on Jnly 23rd, 19 14, the Komagata Mary left Vancouver est R
bt e to Hong Kong, the Rainbow aocompanying it for a short distance, - 1

St Sl g Gmm] sugpesting that as there was no. ‘
. % .. . Hong hatThey bo roturned direot to Indi ]
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Al S oo of Canade had no power to order the deportation of jts
f L st ot placs, Yor o compel the vessel to take them elsewhere.
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