_.l_lmm'r— -‘--_"-rlr!—'aw..m - - | T . L T

r © Immigration Branch
| Bepartment of the Interior

Tanada

I beg to ak nowle dge the receipt of your telegranm

d the 19th imt. 2s follows:-

"Wire present labour eonditions amongst

Hindoos, v

to vaich I re¢p:lied on the same day in the following tems:-

"About four hundred Hindoes umempleyed here
now, some having come in from Upper Country. Through goed weather

before Christmas mest have some money. Eight dollars 2 weelks 'htr‘";i

Keeps thh, but many are bgging in lare s and allevs,”

Last night I received a further td egran from
you to this effecti=-
"Call attention of municjpal authorities

of Va_.ncbu ver te section thirty three and following sub sections

of immigration ac¢t and inform them that if they will take

mecessary legal action against vagrant hindoo to put Department

in position te act we will depert and bear expense of depertation,”
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Referring generally to this question I beg to

state that the re would appear to be about three hundréd Himdoos
in and a round Vancouver, but living chiefly in the 'suburbs,
unemployeda t the present time, to which m additional one
hqd'red must be added for recent arrivals from outside polintis,
such as the Okanagan and Kootney countries,

Thesec men have been working chiefly om fruit
ranches and farms, The open weatlk r through Octobter, November
and December, when iheére 1s usually a great deal of time lost
by labourers, has been in their favour to such am extent, that
most of these men arc s2id to mve sufficient money to see them
through the next ccuple of months, This, you will understand,

nced not be a very large amount, 2s they can live upon $2,00

a week.

The unemployed appear to come into the City
‘in both the downtowm andresidential scctions almost daily,

and are thus seen in large numbcrs on the street, Many of them

are secn from time to time in the lame s and alleys, always asking

for work, such as the carrying in of Viood
004 and c¢oal

» And

-
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ealing food prepared by our people, money is practically all they are

after, and in fact their kitchen door visits come down to that species
of vagrancy, Some of them may pps<ibly ﬁe of the professional
begging €lass eommon iR India, as when arrested here im the past they
gemerally have money., Sugcessful apprehension of them would be
difficult, pessibly requiring a special éfficer.

About the time of Lir. Harkin's departure an open
letter was published in the newspapers here, a copy of which was sent
tc me by Teja Singh, about a weck later, I beg to enclose copies of

new JNerdet

Teja’s lctter and of 1y owm in reply. Very oftenhthe}xdeay being
unerployed most probabiy on imstructions by Teja. Concerning the
Garu Nanak Mining & Trust Ccmpany, I have no doubt th+t you have al-
ready received 21l the infcrmation available, Sufficient to say, that

as time goes on reports continually reach 1y office, of considerable
sums of money taken im by Teja Singh in connection with this Company,

for which the flinsiest sort of recripts appear to be given, At the
present time I miadvised that he has 1wo agents in the United States

parketing thesc share coertificates,

This morning I received a report concerning
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@ mceting held in the Sikh Temple here on Monday the 18th imst.,
which é.ppears Lo have been one of thcir big days., Teja and
Balmokund were the two sSpeakers, and the burden of their address
was an urgent appeal for assistance for the cause in India, They
stated that there were 50 natives to each_ white man in Imdia,

aRd they wanted as much momey as eould be had, It would be an
€asy matier for the natives with proper assistance, to drive the

British out\Pf India, just as Japan had driven out the Russians.,
In this insta.nce, Teja assured them tha t Japan was ready to give

them every assistance.

I aa today waiting on His Worship Mayoer Douglas

Your obedient servant,

W, W, Cery, Esq., q/)
' B Separtment of the Interior, -

Ottawa,

Imnigration Agent,

Canada,



