Kindly do mot write more than
one subject in any one letter. .

In your réﬁ!y refer to No... Hﬁgz

Pepartment of the ﬂut&ior
Canada

vancouver, Be C., June 22ndqglé

ottawe File No. 879540 Imm.

with further reference to your wire in reply

rrrrrr

'to miﬁe of the 18th instant, viz: —

T “Your proposed letter to Gardner Johnson, given
' your telegrams eighteenth, approved.” '

< - Thise, I may say, did not meet with the approvak of counsel,
2 and I beg to0 transeribe for your information their conm-

munieation in this respect:

? o om__..I think it a very dangerous course to for-
. ward a letter of this kind before the Board of Inquiry
. pits on the remainder of the passengers, &8 it appears
. v . gvidence of pre~-judging the casse before the Board of
' Inquiry is held and in & matter of this kind, where
every step must be very scarefully scanned, I am of the
~ opinion that you should at least get the approval of
the Department at Ottawa before forwarding any such
communicetion to lMr. Gardner Johnson, OIr anyone els@e.

"Mr. Ritchie has read this letter and the draft
enclosed and consurs with me thet to send such & letter

would be very unwise. .
' Sgd.R.L.Reid."
- You will note Mr. Reid states, "I am of the opinion you
ahou?;d at lﬁeast get the approval of the Department at Ottawa,
. before forwarding any such communication lMr. Gardner Johnson
OTr anyone 'else.“ As s metter of faet when your approval
 arrived they went even further, and now do not wish any such

‘letter given; however, as I have your consent I am reserving

'. the right to issue such communication in view of tThe serious

" si‘bﬁatian, and the desirability of foreing this ship from
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ceeefrom the harbour,

I am also securing communications from the Harbour
& 6NCe Master and the Customs Officials, to the effect that the

ship has completed her voyage, etc.

I further beg to confirm my rush wire of the

20th instant, as follows:-

"wWith reference writ mandamus, urge you give
me authority disregard this under Section twenty-
three and all other court proceedings as confident
if matter taken-to courts as lawyers advise from

knowledge of situation and action of certain Jjudges

we will lose and not only this shipload but others will
sueccessfully land in Canada. Elliott is on the Ameri-
can side important business so Board cannot give any
decisions. leCrossan tendered money Johnson and presse
ing have Gurdit Singh sign transfer charter with Raheim
and Ram Singh. So far have prevented same."

and ydur reply of the 21lst:-

"If Section 33, sub-section 2 complied with and
your examination completed, your immediate decision
appears to be called for in sub-section four several
Court decisions already upheld right of courts to ex-
amine whether decision of Board or officer made in
sccordance with provisions of Act; consult counsel but
be ﬁ&rgf&l regarding ignoring Courts. Elliott should be
on hand.

Your remarks are noted. I may say Inspector Elliott
was sSent out of town at the request of Counsel, but in view of
your instructions I have requested his immediate return, and
at the present time of writing -~ llonday 9 a.me = he is in town
at the house of a friend, so that if he is needed he can be
had at a moment's notices.

I further beg to confirm my night lettergzram of
the 21st. instant, as follows:=

"Hindus held mass meeting at Dominion Hzll today:
Bird Counsel behalf Hindus, addressed the augiencs

composed of abour four hundred l{indus and one hundred
twenty~five white socialists. He protested azainst the
Treatment of those on board Komogata Maru and stated the
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ceesssthe Government were procrastinating and were de-
laying to force the people to return to India; the
Covernment were afraid to allow a Test case to go before
Courbs as the Chief Justice had declared act invalid.
Followed by & rebid socialist named Witzgerald who advis-
ed the Hindus to return to Indis and raise the flag of
revolution, thus becoming masters in thelr own country ‘
when they could command interest here. Two other socialists
were to have addressed meeting but did not appear. Raheim
is responsible for the introduction of Socialist Party

as he is secretary of Socialist party here. Bird himself
is 8 Socialist. Other Hindu speskers also addressed megte
ing which terminated in the following protest to be sent
to Secretary of State, India anda Premier Borden. Begins:
Whereas the Iindustanee pgssengers on board the Komogata
Maru are unlawfully prevented by the Immigration authorities
from consulting-with their legeal advisors, and from pro-
curing provisions and water from their Hindu friends,
making their lot on board a lot to which cattle would not
be subjected, and whereads such brutal and unlawful treat-
ment of Britishers of the same type as the Hindus would
not be tolerated in India, we urge the Dominion author-
ities under the principle = do unto others as they would
do unto you « see that the iindus are saved from tha
high-handed actions of the immig.ation officials. We
further protest that the action of the immigration off-
lcers in Vancouver is as unlawful as anarchists and one
so Bpam provoking that the Hindus shall never forget or
forgive the powers that be if they do not remedy the
situation here. A meeting called by the United India
lLeggue and Kalsa Dewan Society Rejah Singh, Sohan ILal,
and Balwent Singh, advised Hindus to return Indie and
raige revolution reiterating statement of Socialist
FPitzgerald. Will forward you verbatim report Bird's
gpeech., Illayor Baxter has announced his intention calle
ing & mass meeting citizens llonday or Tuesday to discuss

Hindu situation and urge rejection. Will report result
to you."

I further enclose statement made by Bela Singh of

this service, which will show you the serious and determined

aspect of the situation.

Messrs Ce. Gardner Johnson & Co., Agents for the

. 8eSe KOLOGATA MARU kindly loasned me their file in connection

with the charter of this vessel, and I enclose copies of all

their correspondence, for your information.

Mre Jo Edward Bird has further written the following

communication, in which he requests a reply to the propesit-

ion formerly made, the substance of which was wired to you,
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.+es.you, namely permission for the Hindus to erect or hire

s suitable building on shore and land while The cases calls

before the Court .-

"June 20th, 1914:"Re Komogata liaru:" I have just
read my letter of this morning herein to the Committes
and they point out to me that I omitted in the same
to call your attention to the fact Thatl the proposit-
ion made about & week ago by Mre. Gurdit Singh, where-
in he sgreed to supply a detention shed for tThe men on
lend, thus relieving the ship from being tied up in the
harbor pending the decision of the Court, is suill unyg
answered. The respectfully urge your Department to
answer thereto.

"So that this maetter might not be delayed, I
called up your Lir. Ladner this morning to remind him
that my former communication meking this suggestion
which at the time appeared to your lir. Ladner to be
very reasonable, was yet unanswered, although acknowe
ledged in due course by your fimm.

"VYou will learn this morning that C. Gardner
Johnson, on behalf of the owners, has received pay-
ment in full of harbor dues to date and now the present
charterers of the "Komogata llaru" are Bhag Singh and
H. Raheim of this city."

I have already expressed my personal views on
this matter, and gave some nine or ten reasons for the re-
fusal of this proposed arrangement. There is no doubt in
my mind but that this is a subterfuge to 1f possible &t &
future date, escape from such.a building and surreptitiously

enter Canadsa.

Your obedient servany,

DOMINION ILIIIGRATION IHSPECTOR.

Enclos.




