ADDRESS :
THE ;SUPERINTENDENT OF IMMIGRATION
OTTAWA

AT
\

Mr. Corye

‘T return you, herewith, 3 References from

o
-

Mﬂ_

Sir Joseph Pope, the first being a telegram addressed on
the Eth instant to the Governor General by the passengers
of the "Fomagaté Maru"; the second being a telegram add-
ressed on the 7th instant to tThe Governor General by the
Charterer of the "Xomagata IMaru", and the third, beling a
letter, dated the 8th instant, addressed to you by Sir
Joseph Pope, to which 1s s ttached a copy of a tTelegram,
dated the 7th inst., from the gecretary of State for the
Colonies to the Governor General, quoting a telegram re-

ceived by His Majesty the Xing, from Gurdit Singh, Charter-

er of the "Komagata llaru’,

Regnrding the first of these messages, I may say
that the Department received advice sSome davs ago that the

passengers of the "Komagata maru” (376 in number ) had gone

on a hunger strike. They cleaimed that the Canadian Govern-
ment was responsible for furnishing food. I wired Agent
Reid on the 5th inste. TO see that passengers did not suffer
ffom hunger. From the crew of the steamer it was learned
that the Hindus were eating &at night, but fasting 1in the

day time. 2 tons of water was taken aboard on the 3rd inst.
and Agent Reid offered to place on board 2 tons of flour,
200 1bs. of rice, with some fruit, but the Hindus refused

to permit this food to be placed aboard unless with it they

received




(2)

received certain specified quantities of ginger, spices,
cabbage, eggs, Ired Pepper, purified butter, milk, 50 live
sheep or goats, 100 1ive fowl, and 200 boxes of cigarettes.
As we do not supply such food to any people under detention

it was not cqnsidered necessary to supply 1t in this cace.

I am this morning in rece ipt of a message from our Agent at
Vancouver, saying that the hunger strike 1s now broken and

that the charterer of the ship has sent off an order for
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Regarding Ilessage No. 2, 1 may Say that the Shipping-

Master of vancouver, under "he nanada Shipping Act, in-
structed that the ship take up her berth in the harbour in
her preéent position. Agent reid, scting under the Jlmmi=-
gration Act, is examining the passengers on board because

we have no suitable Immigration puilding for their deten-
tion, and also becauss of the danger ol escape and The in-
tense feeling that axists on the Coast, owing o the pres-
ent over-crowded labour market. An srrancement has been
offered uvurdit sSingh for the discharge ot hils cargo and

for re-loading, but he w11l not have anything to do with

the offer, because he tesires to force the landing of the

passengerss Agent reild has sllowed communication between

Gurdit Singh and his solicitore.
with reference to the Zrd lessage, I may say that

+he landing in Canada of the ship load of Hast indians now

in Vancouver Harbour, is prohibited because they are lab-

ourers, the Order in council covering the case being P.C.

5
897, which was 1in effect forég.days vefore the "Komagata

Meru" sailed from vokohama. 'he Governor of Hong Xong




the Hindus on this ship were perfectly aware for upwards

of 27 days before they sailed - that there was in effect

an Order which would debar their entry to Canada.

withstanding this, they clected to come forward, with the

present result. The exclusion Order not only applies 10

Hindus, but to all others as well, including mnglish-

speaking peopilse inn the United StatesSe mhe only way To

handle this ship load without danger of escape OT riot

was to examine them On board ship at some distance from &

They have both water and

food; ‘they are permitted to consult their solicitor,

and arrangements have been made thal the charterer can

anload his cargo and re-106d,

Superintendent of Immigration.




