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Per R.M.S. "Empress of Japan"”

Vancouver, B. C., 27th May, 1914

Messrs. Y. Sato & Co.
. ohip Brothers,

« Kobe, Japan.
Dear Sirs:
| B Referring again to your esteemed favour of 4th
inet, for which thank you, but which it is only fair to at
once tell you may bring about exceptional and ertraordinary

W'e take this special opportunity of writing you by 8. 8.

"Empress q: Japan", which should arrive in Kobe on 1l2th June
next - an important date in your Contracts sttached to your
Charter Party - eand placing before you facts and conditions
a8 they exist here just now. If the writer adds to this
 letter up to date of mailing you will understand thet it is
because comditions are ehanging hourly. rmhe cuestion im short
being -~ Whll the Canadian Government allow your immigranta
to land. At this writing, May 27th, they will not.

If they will not, and have not by 12th June, we ask you
'éo cable setting :torth- your wishes, 1. e. are we to delay
decision on your mert, and awalt & possible chénce of their
beirig permitted to land, or are we, the Captain &nd ouraaljua
~ag your Agente, to despatch the steemer for Hongkong, whether

the Passengers and/or cargo remain on board or not (see can}-

traﬂt)n
":?Prosent Position - As zlready reported to you, the

steemer is safely anchored in the Stream, but with the i‘x
exception of the Captein, Chief Engineer and Chiel Steward, e

whom the writer obtained paasporta for, no one is &£llowed

to come ashore. The Immipgration Depertment heve full control
and charge of the vessel, with the Medical Health Officer.
. L



Round 8nd round the vessel & 8teem patrol is going night &nd
day, with officere on board ermed, we are told, to prevent

ényone 'approac'hing the atermer or leaving sems. OQurselves we
40 not think this is legal, but see later.

Gurdit Singh: Your Charterer ies sti{ill on board, not
boine ellowed to land. The writer hes interviewed him twice -

two dii'farent daye, end after writing him ana recelving an

Charter money, but Gurdit Singh refused to pay, cleiming his
Yoyage 1%-95' not yet campléted, 88 he 1s not et & wharf, and

‘oannot get ashore. This, of course, he is advieed to say by
his Solicitor, who, however, 10 not allowed to see him or go

aboard, ‘nor Gurdit Singh to come sshore and see him.,

r = Tha Captein 1s unsware of whet we write under this heading
' but we shall tell him. He is to be aakad we know on good sut)
' ority, to get under weigh end sail for s poxt that is not
mentioned in the 1ist of ports in the Order in Council pPro-~

‘ hibiting. the landing in British Columbis up to 30th September
1914, of eny laborer, "skilled or unskilled”, same being the
Order in Oouncil which the Immigration Authoritiu £1e working
under in the present instence. But while the law mi ght be
evaded in this waey, we sre afraid that were your ship to move
without porminsion from the Customs she might be peized and
Possibly confiscated. Yet we have to sdmit that your charter
Party rermits the Charterer, Gurdit Singh, to order the vesanl

anywhara within the limits set forth in the Cherter ‘arty.

%mel A8 the Hindu population of Vancauver have en-

gaged an eminent fighter fcr their Race, who, ms we have men-

tioned, cannot obtain access to your Charterer, we ask that you
permit nes to obtsin counsel on your side. We would suggest

the same as fought the ‘Fegul lisru” for us, i. e.



Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper, K.C.,C.B.

This we would aplk you tc¢
cable about. *

"Eg 8nses: Ve do not know exnctly whet to do 4f the -

Cherterer refuses to Pey the expenses, which sre most heevy.

The pa#ral will not be less then 20.00 s dgy. The specisal

officers of Immigretion 180 not leee then «"0.00 @ day. Our

own oxpensee going to end coming from the steemer, coungel

whom you must engsge

not pay.. Can you collect it if we send him back?

Columbie are expensive, tut we hops you will soe

the necessity
of cabling us fully

1T you heve not do so before thisg reaches
you.

We shall mail this in duplicate, registering one CO Py .

~Pleese Ve zssured thet we sre doing, and w1l continue

to do all poesible in your intereste, snd remein,
Sinceroly yours,

(Sgd. C.GARDNER JOHNSON & CO.

Pe Ss We might infornm Jou thet yecterday we hed en in
_ Gurdit Singh's Bolicitor, who cleims thset the Charter money
i8 not due until the vegsel is safely moored elongside
the wharf here. This conteation We are not admitting in
r, &8 we cleim the vessel now being

séfely anchored in the Harbour of Vencouver has
her present voysape.
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