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mmiqration Hranch

Bepartment of the Entevior

1IRIR/EC. Tile Ho. 2129

Canada

W. Dm SCOtﬁj ESQ':
superintendent ol Immisration,
OTTAWA, ONT,

referring to your favor of the 17th Instant, asking
me to visit Victoria and submit a report in connection with the
escape a chort tise ago of the four iindus detained at that port
for medical reusons, together with some 35 others.
In accordaiice with your wishes T vicibtel Vietoria on the Z0th

utimo, and herewith be~ to submit wy repért:

On se arntely interviewing tre different meubers of the statff,

-

including t-e janitor, I elicited the Tollowing iu owmation:

Lbr. rilne steve every precaution had beeon talen in escorting
tne 29 findus to the Court Touse on the dayv of the trial, - viz.
wovember 26th,. e men ﬁere taken”in 3 street car accom.aanied by‘
6 policemen, 4 immisration ofiicers anﬁ & mouﬁted nen, and were
L 11 & gpecial room, the guard beinyp maintuined, They
returned from Coart at 5 o'eclock, reacniis the deivcution building
at 0:30, the euccu ¢ occurring at about 6:30 the surme cvening.

The decision of the Court had bhesn Favourable in tlie case of

g

09, Three s _.ecial officers 1.0d been enosed au guards during ti:e

period thut the 39 vere in detention, " w. . ¥, inern being the

_day guard, going off duty at 7 pe.m,

Dre ldlne does not state thal the janitor was responsible in
any way for the ecscane of the 4 Jindus, althouw~h %e most emohetic-
ally states that (. cuang ek should ve made aad o new janitor apsoint-
et, giviag various rewsons - tic orinci.col one neling a direct

violation ol your instructions of ‘arch Srd 1910, wviz: tha

webanlll eonc vide wers o regide in building, tut no family; and
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further in defiance of your letter of September 2end 1910, Ottawa
File N0.334403 (2). The son, a man of over2l, still remains in
the building, eating and sleeping there.
ime Francis thern, Ewecia;mgiiiggzz otated that he had been
engazed shortly efter the arrival of the Hindus on the 17th of
Octobere His hours of duty were from 7 8eMe GO 7 pom, On the
night in questibn,Hovember 26th, he was on duty. The four men
were 1in their room, which onened on to a balcony used for exercise,
and where one of the toilets was situated, afrziad that the rats in
the basement would have access to a sack of flour used for the Hindus'
food, he hurried dovustuirs in order to Carry same ube. t
(Special OfTicer ivendricly, who was enzared &s Chinese guard
was on the sane floor; but had nathiné'to do with guarding the

Hindus. )

=

Ahern went down to the basenent, picled up the sac! of flour,
aind carried same upstairs and inmediately on entering the room

he fTound the "Tindus had sone, Jle investigated and found the vwhole

Of the wire worlk at one side of the balcony bro]ﬂ:en A0Wn He
lmmediately -ma.’ﬁ.ed govn aind told “endri c:'s, vho 0ot en a wheel,
aild scoured t' - ~rounds around tha bgilding, and a&lso hailed TIn-
sector Roff who had just left, and'phoned Dr. . 1lne, but no trace

could be found of the men o 1id apparently gone through the hole

in the wire netting, usin~ the trellis worl as a ladder to reach

the grounds, und over tle Tence in the far corner, using the same
means as the ITindu who had «ot aviay threc or four days hefore,

ahern claims that he made every search possible for the men -

&

in fact has been socarchins ever Since,~ but without success, e
definitely ctates that the lole through which the Tirst man e canead

had 17% been rehalred; tiat the matter was =4111 ander discussione.
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In any case he slated the 39 could have escaved through the weali-
ness of the wire, but after one had rot away his fellowsountrymen
themselves watchied ecacnh other to see that '_*1'10 further att empt wes
made, ag they announced that if the could not 1awfu11y'th?ough
tne Courts remain in the country they were quite prepared to £0
back, but would not lower their dignity by @ttempting to run awey.
Ahern further stated that he saw Janitor lieCahill, by signs,
Shéwing the second lot of Findus in detention, how the first man
had ~ot away, an¢ Ffurther saw him show come o0 the 39 how they
might escape through a vwindow = n@t barred - into the surgery, room
0. 22, and trreu~h anot’er window-not bharred - into the corricdor,
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into tie sround. end away.

Ins-netor Roff states as follows: ufter the dismissal of tle

50 by the Court (one of whom had previously escaped) the whole de-

tetchment came bocl 4o the delention buildiing; the 34 were duly

released bat the remzining 4 for ielicuel treatment were left in the

Saile room upstairs, lie wvent to cupper about 6:15, leavins guards

st

ahern and Lebb, to talle the 4 msn aupcialirs, and had only got a

block away from the building vhen he heard goreone calling him,

e came back imediately and Tound the four Hiudus hed escapeds

He sav an aulomobile a vhort distaice Trom the building, dazh
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were woiting aa’ 1he ercuoe war Nre-araaied

LiTe 20ff locled corelully over thi- vwiro work ond found it
was tori away Trom the =ide 1euvingtample roomt for « mai Lo puso
tnrough even v.en upri~ht. e Turther ulates L .at one man had

escaped through ¢« hole in the vire nelting ol suturday, the 2ind

of uoveutber, and that re_airs had been made to the hole, and Teels

fairly confident thet se.e had been re.aired by the night of t'.e Z6the.
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opecial Cfricer Hendricks (who acts as soecial Chinese

guard for the C.0. Ry. Co., and llessrs he P. Rithet & Co,.) states:

lie was on duty the night of Hoveiitber 26th, as Chinese guard at
about 6 o'clock, fle could assume no responsibility for the
escape ol the Hindus, but was aware that one had gone through a
hole 1n the wire work on the Saturday night previous, and further
knew that the Hindus were angry at this man's escape, and watched
each other to see no others took advantage of any defect in the
wire metting. tle refusec to deny or confirm the statement with
referenee to the janitor, ‘

.ike LieCahill, Junitor: dStates that apoarently on the return

from tre Court, the o4 who hed been released were very anvious to

0

ssist nim in rolling up tiie blenkets and putting the place into

)
I

ship shape order Lefore thew left, and in the face of what trans-

L

vired, trie jenitor now sess this vas only »ert of the schene to
cet rid of him, 2. no Joubt they had made up tiecir minds at that

time to assist the four to ~et away.

McCahill is & men of 63 yeurs of age, e has beern in British
Columbia since 1675, Prior to accepting the position ac jenitor

in the deteuatiou building, he was for some Lwo years at William'

Head wuarantine vatione wring to some differcinces with the lete
Lre Vatt, he zither rosigued or was requested 1o o $0. e claiiis
ne hasgs too ‘much wor” to do to properly guard anyorne. e deseribes

£l gelf az janitor, scavenrer and caret: er, a.ad amnonest other

futies he Liarr to keep up the heating f tué building, the heating
plant for wauter For haths and t.e electric plant asc well, claiuing
that he woric from 5:20 tQ 8 o'clock af night. ile states he could
>ive much belter sstisiaction i he had sn ascistant there,- &

man to clean the ofice windovs etec. e wus cuite willing to do
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the furnace work and dirty worlk himself,

The E;Ii!ndua werc devained from the 17th ";pf chobexj until the
<6th of November, and lLicCahill is of the opinion that they could
have all escaped at any time should they have so desired, owingt
to the weakness of the protecting wire feneing. He also further
states thst with only two men.on guard sitting in the room, had
they so wished they could eacily have overepowered these men and

made off,
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Dr. lkllne apparently exercised every precaution in conductin

uQ

the men Irom the building, and cannot be held resnonsible for the
deteail work of guuarding the men whilst tlere. I carefully went

over the building with D e ililne na examined the alleged wire

screen worl, whicin is faﬁtened ornn the outside of the exercise
balconiess In my opinion this should be immediately torn down

ag it is in bad snape, aund should be replaced with bars, ihis

would only Dbe necescary on tle outside, as it is impdssible to escape

from the inner'courtyards. The netting seems to be to be a poor

subterfuge for holding prisonerse. Should & hole be made, the

remainder of the netting could be used as a ladder, and further

from the outside,anydhe'wiﬁhing to help inmates, could easily climb
the nefting"and with a smoall screw driver pacsed in, it would be very
easy in fifteen minutes to tel'e cut enough serews to take the wire
netting in one section completely out.

Iy attention was aolso called to a door ovwening into the base-
ment where the wood and coal are stored. ~This door should also be
studded, as should ainyone .eecure an axé, it would only be a matter of
a few minutes to suach samne in.

wour ovecient servant,

/ halist,

ominion Imﬁigr&tion




