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Dear [ir liarkin,
I ar in receipt of rour letter of t e 23rd ulto

with enclosure and in rejly would stste that I have made
enquiries regardirg the extrasct from the ™ vachington ‘erald "
and find th: 't there was & moeting held at the 1ocalﬁikp Termple
on the the 3rd of October 1last, bﬁt us to what actually trange
pired it 1s difficult to say, I have however agcertained that*
no Hindu by the name of Arabindo Shurma was present at the

N4 X4

meeting, neitler have 1 personally heard of such a man,in Van-

/]

couver,

In the abgence of "eju Eingh the meeting was hesded by one
soondor Uingh (officieting Priest of the Tqmple) Terak Nath Dass
being present., It appeare in the course of their general bdusi-
ness, the subject of discarding the uniforms, etec,, of the
British Army were brought up, and a resolution adopted to that
effeoct, The principals in the case were NATHA SINGH, GARIB
'SINGHand BHAG SINGH, bdut as'tO'what actually transpired I am

unable to ascertain, 4As fur &s I can lesarn, and have Been

 myself, the Sikhs and Hindus sre still weering militery andforms

and aleo medals received for service; evidently the moveéant

has not been & widely adopted one.
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Minutes of sll meetings held at the Sikh Temple are kept
by the Committee, and if the resolutions above referred to were
carried and ngptod, they must be' recorded on the books: this being
the oéaa, the only actual proof of the occurrence would be found on
an examination of the Minute Book, They cannot get away from the
fact that they koép a record of every meeting, as you will ‘remen b;r
they forwarded a copy of the minutes of a meeting held on the 18th
Hovember 1908 re the Hond uwran Proposition, but in this case we could

not get them to give us a copy of the minutes of the meeting helad
on the 2rd, Oct, 1909 as it would be damaging evidence,

Natha Singh, Garidb Singh and Bhag Singh are members of the

Sikh Temple Committee, the last named is théwmd Vice-President of

the Garu Nenak Mining & Trust Co, Ltd,, mmd in the absence of Tega

Singh assumed the office of President, These men ere still in Van-

gouvey.

The only way this matter could have received publication
would be through Tarak Nath Dass, either through his paper "i‘ha Free

Hindusten" or correapbndenoo with his colleagues in different parts

of the United Statec, as ARABI.DO LKURMA wee never heard of or gseen

in ¥ancouver, B,C . |
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In conclusion I would state that attthe time of this

meeting I was busily engaged in connection with JOGESH MISRA (vide

my report dated Oct, 1lst, 1909) who was refused & landing, and
aspplied for release under the Habeas Corpus Act, snd TEJX SINGH
being absent from Vancouver, I did not pay much attention to any
meetings held at the Sikh Temple., _ N
Yours truly, l |

(sgd) wm, C, Zopkinson,

J, B, Harkin, Esq.,
Dept, of the Interior,

Ottawa, OIT,

— e



