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Taraknath Dass, vsengali Erhhmin of Ehajwenipur,

suburb of Calcutta, F.A. of Calcutta University,

student at one of the Colleges of Ueattle, came to
Vancouver from veattle as interpreter to the United
~tates Imigration Tepartment. Iie published a newspaper
called "Free Hindustan”, in cnglish. Its general tenour
is theosophical, but from time to time it contains
articles setting forth the sov~-called unfair treatment of
gindue in Vancouver, and has reference to agitation in

al, and in tone is Anti pritish.

Beng
Uwing to representations made by the Lominion
Government to Tashington, inviting attertion to the
unfriendly attacks made upon Eritish prestige in a
paper published by an interpreter in their employmsnt,
claiming protection as a United _tates citizen, (no
papers have however been issued to him) the United
otat es Government dispensed with his services, and the
paper ceased for a time to appear. After an interval
of twe months, juring which he remained unemployed in

Vancouver, he was found {o have opened a school for

o

hindus at Liil

W

side, New Vestpinster, (near Vancouver)

and lectures were Jelivered on topics connected with

¥

unfeir treatment of Hindus

the unrest in India and the
in Vancouver. Gurmukhi newspapers from the Punjab
containing articles animadverting on Britigh
aiminigt?stian in India have been circulated amongst

the Hindus round this school, as also Bengali newspapers
containing articles on the unfair treatment of Hindus

in Vancouver. At the came time translations of
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Taraknath's paper "Free llindustan” have been made at

the school into Gurmukhi and Urdu and sont to the
Panjﬁ

end Calcutta; and posters shoving cartoons in
which white men are kicking out aindus from Cenada
(Vancouver Province: Dec. lst 1908, COppocition paper)
have also been sent. 1t was found that besides consider-
able correspondence through the ordinary channels of the
Post Office, hetween Vancouver iindus and their friends
in India, the Hindu Store at .1llside and the school

woere used as addresses from which correspondence on

fd

arrival was Jdicstributed.

{

Taraknath lass also collected sums of money
from the Lindus for a fund called the .utual Fund.

Por this information I am indebted to ir. i.
Hopkinson, Inspector of the Calcutta rolice, now on
leave from India and employed by the Dominion Government
as official Hindustani interpreter in Vancouver. lir.

Hopkinson in this capacity accompanied the t{wo Hindu

h-ﬂ'ﬂ.u.

delegates to Belize, Fritish lionduras, returning to
Vancouver with them on Hovember 4th 1908.

'r. Hopkinson considered that the matters
relating to the school at illeide which came to his
knowledge were sufficiently important to be made public,

and ags his

wofficial position at that time was only

that of interpreter and therefore in his opinion precluded

his making an official report in a matter of this kina, he,
after consultation with iir. L. I, Creppin, who as
correspondent of the 'London Times® was then enquiring

into the position of the Hindus in Vancouver, decided to
give publicity to the information acquired by him to the

public press of Vancouver. Thereupon the school was

closed.
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Taraknath Dass for 14 days thereafter remained
unemployed in Vancouver amomgst the brahmin section of the

Hindus. Amongst these were Udey Ham,

Badhi Krishan of the .V, Provinces (who car

Vancouver from Fiji} keeps a 2000 dollar store at “illside
the business of 'ﬁ'hich ie to make aﬁvancef&; of food,
clothing and money to udindu labourers at the mills,
recovering tie valve from the men's pay with heavy
interest. Udey Ram haz a brother lwubhi ram, a Sengali
Erahmin settled in _eattle.

It was found that Taraknath Dass has family
relations in the Cham bazaar of valcutta; that he is
acquainted with A. C. Bonnerji, barrister at law of the
Calcutta High Court, arrested in Cctoher 1507 for
selition and known as a leader of the present sgitation
in Pengal. e also knew Curendernath bannerji, formerly
a district judge in the Civil lervice in India, and now
ejitor of the newspaper "Bengali published in Znglish in
Calcutta. le also knew Arbindeo Ghos, editor of the

0o

ungim&nﬂi” a V@rﬂacular newspaper of Calcutta.

deys after the clos c1ng of the school, Taraknath Dass,
taking with him Behari Lal, orahmin, went to Seattle tc
Nubhi Ram, trother of Udey Ram, settled there ani s arranged

for the entry of Behari -Lal as a student at the University
there. Taraknath Dasc himself continued the publication
of 'lree Hindustan' in ~eattle ani senis copies to

Vancouver. A copy of the paper 1n the roesession of i'r.

E

Herkin, Tecretary of the linister of the Int erior,

vhich was seen by me wase Jecidedly seditious. In the
midst of a lcn? disquisition on theosophical teaching,
reforences were made to the ﬁamcallﬁé miserable condition
of natives in Indie under British rule. the famine in

India being attributes to the depletion of the gold
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reserves by British merchants and officials.

ieJa bingh is an smritsar vikh;, an u.A. of Lahore
University, an L.L.D. of Canbridge, and a student of the

Columbia University of iew Jork. +«e first came to

vancouver on the 2nd Cctober 1908, and gave out that he
had been touring the United Jtates and vanada, looking
into the position and gfievancaa of «indus. ile left

on October 8th (within the week) for Vicloria and Seattle
whence he proceeded to Can <rancisco. About a month
later; on .ovember 1lth, seven days before the return of
the deputation to Lritish Honduras, he was called lack

to Vancouver by Udey Lam, Lrahmin ctorekeeper and Radha
Krishan, brahmin. Uis mission this time apparently was
to dissuade Hindus from procceding to llonduras. local
Hindus, who were receiving Very go0d wgges, en&bli‘ﬂg'thm
to save four times what they could pos eibly save in
lionduras, had been led to bteliebe by the attitude of

newspapers repreésenting whifCe labour opinion, and made

use of for electiconeering purposes, that an attompt would
be made to forcibly deport the whole community frich and
poor) to British londures on the ground that they were
destitute, had become a charge upon the public and were
physically unfit to custain the rigours of the Cenadian
climate. In order to prTevent this disruption of a very
profitable livelihood for themselves the well-to-do
Hindus, who probably save some 40,000 dollars a month,

which they have been placing in Zanks and sending by

money crders to India, decided to form a lociety which is
in fact a Labour Union, using as a rendezvous, a [ikh

Temple, built 2% years ago at rairview, 2nd Av

snue.
vVancouver. It was decided to provide assistance to indig-
ent Hindus so as to koeep them off the streets, to form o
labour
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labour employment bureau, and to start schemes for the

purchase of land and colonisation. (iote 1. |
the disaffected rrahmin secticn were anxious
whilst holding forcible depcrtation as a threat out of
which they could make political capital, to prevent a
voluntary exodus of the pocorer part of the community to
British Londuras, as this vwould have taken the wini
out of their sails and could not be used in the
ggitation against the Lritish Government in sengal .
They were also personally and privately oppoced, owing
to their interest in the profits of their shop, and the
debts owed by their customers, to the latteor lsaving.
woreover, it is very probable that the whole comsuni ty
of the Cikh Temple and its priests, vhich is supported
by the contributions of Vancouver ani provincial Tikhs,

would be opposed to the departure of the people.

I do not think that the iachiavellian idea of

compelling the Lanadian Government by an attitude of

passive resistance, to deport the Hindus wholesale, and
thus set wp cemtres of Jicaffection in the Punjeb, could
have emanated from these local Vancouver iiindueg, for even
the Brahmin agitators had tco much to lose., in their

private interests from cuch a course. The idea, if started

al all arong st the uindus,must have come from Zengal .

In fact Teja Uingh has done all ke can to prevent

depertation by assisting the Union to make feasible

schemes to provide work. Immediat ely cn hig arrival in

Vancouver, on siovember 11th he convened meetings at

iiillside, Hew lestminster - at vancouver, and at Port

R R b s il v i ORI - 5y

nabit of privately helpin: their
oorer brethern, but up to quite recently there appears to
ive been no organisation to give poor relief. irom time to
time cases of Jestitute !lindus asking for repatriation to
India have been brought by the community to %he notice of
Covernment officials, and a number of them have in this way
been assisted by Government to return to Inidis. uite '

recently iniigent Hindus have disappeared from the streets, and
this nc Joubt is due to the efforts of the néw organisation,
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5004y, <U miles up the line of the C.F'.H., and thers
dissuaded the people from coing to british londuras and
made proposals for theoir cmployment locally. He formed
the GurulNanak . ining & Trust Co. Itd. received
contributions and mede application for recistration
from the “overnment. He &1?@ made arrangements to
purchase & tract of lend in sorth Vancouver to be
divided inte market garddn lots and worked by Himdu

2.) He has publicly lectured eni had

labourers. (iots
inl erviews with press men. Leither his interviews nor
hig lectures give me the impression of being int end ed to
further the agitation in India, although they undoubt cily
show indignation ani roesibly resentment at what ke
considers to be the unfair trestment of natives of India
as Pritish subjects, as well in Vancouver as in India.
¢ is anxious to show that so far the sikhe are loyel, but
he at the mame time warns the pubkic that current events
and that
results may be disastrous. (liote 3). He is primerily «
{th

are tending t{o Jdo much to shake that loyalty,

eosophical tcacher, and whilst no doubt flattered by
the idea of posine as the protector end head of Hindu
communities on this continent, I do not think he intended

to take up this pocition from mere aritator's motives.

There i§ an 1nteresting lecture by him in the '"Vgncouver

+orld' of Friday, Lecember 11th, in which he refers ia the
Temple incid®nt, when the Government officials, fearins to
fufnish grﬁun§5 for micrepresentation, declined to take off

their shoes and enter t'e¢ upper room, vhere the 3ikh

religious ceremonies vere at that time being performed.
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ihe negociations have, I heve sinece heard from .r. arkin,
not yel come to anything.

Ung of the delegates to Eritish tionduras made an allegation
of bribery azainst his companion, saying Mr. Hopkinson had
bribed him to report favourably on uritish loniuras. Teja

cingh communicat ed this to @ correspondent of the 'Province!

newspaper, but wrote withdrawing the allegation, whilst




lote 4.

T
His contention is that =211 matters affecting the public
weal of the Cikh community, must, accordaing to their
rules, be discussed in open conclave injth@ 1 emple, so
as to avoild any idea that it is a "hole and corner affair".
Personally, I think however that he had reasons of his own
for desiring to prevent the sovernment ofﬂficials from
presenting a true report on Critish Honduras conditions

to the natives of India as

and wished that it
should be Jone in the Inner Tample vhere the -1khs over
wnom he had complete influence would not be likely to be
affected by the Government propocals or recede from
their Jdecision. (.octe 4.

1t is a matter of consideratle interect to
trace the growth of a combinsd sontiment b%iﬁﬁan the
varioue classes of H“indus in Vancouver. hey have

coalesced from the common need of protec twn azainst the

hostility of white labour, and Punjabi-lohamedans, “ikhs,
and Hindus from the Punjab, and Erahmine from the ji.'.

and from lower Eengal, have boen brought together in a

way that céuld not have happened in Indis.

] have been unable to discover any general
strong feeling on the part of the white population azainst
the Hindus. Undoubtedly last vinter when large numbers of
dindus arrived in a destitute conditiou, ani when they
were compeling with decstitute vhite pecple, the faelfng

agaxrek was strong that immipration of asiatics should be

stopped, but now that the numbers conilng in have Jecreased

bR —

st1 11 m press, but before yuflicatwn. This I have from
the 'Province’ cerreﬁpand@n@ himgelf.

Amongst the natives of India in Vancouver, btesides !!lindus
of the Punjab, United “rovinces and &&nwmi thore are a
certain number of “ﬂﬁabl .anomedans and fhese could never
combine with the Tinadus excopt under very exceptional cir-

cums %apcag and could never be counted on te¢ act in a body
with the Hindue for e 7 length Df lime.
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and labour conditicns bave improved, the feeling againsgt
iiindus has died down. (wote L.) It is hovever strong
againgt the Japanese, vho are considered to be the real
competitors of vhite labcur and vho cre tlought to e

g_.;_ :

a political danger. Lhe Chinese Jdo not competo in that

_— 'E. rh? . 1 - 'ﬁ b - f-}"! ] i ¢ o~ :‘% t}f} @ - B e g 1
class of work done by the vhites anl there is no genora

feelineg egainst ther, although therc is a feeling that
in their case, o well ag 1h that of the natives of

India further immicration chould be restricted to saall

Lt

.

oyers on trhe

i""*'sﬂ,
foronmd

numbers, and strictly controlled. Imp

<

other hand, stand in need of the regular labour supplied

3

b7 Aciatics, and are hanpered by the want of sufficient
whit @ labour, ani the uncettled nature of the labour

i

#iven by whites. ‘hites go from one work to another,

hut Asiatice stay vhere they are satisfied. At one Kill
the Cikhs thesre enployed had stayea for £ years ana had
given complete satisfaction, and amongst the many reports
received by me from employers the feeling wes one of

¥

satisfaction with the better claecss of Uindus and their

}

work. (Hote 6.
The Hindus met by me in Vancouver and Fobson

and at ilelson were quite satisfied with their position, and

‘had been sending money to India. Yhey intended to remain

3 years longer, and then return to their families izjz India.

They werc very anxious to explain that they vore thoroughly

loyal and that they vere plcased with the counlry. They

no doubt feared tret eny other attitude would give their

opponents a chance to depert then.

. It is claimed that white people are building up the country
nd however Jestitute they may be al the start, soon settle
gown into valuable citizens, whereas, the 4isiatic talkes his
money away with him, and at the same time by accepting lower
wagres than white men Fr events the poorer whites from eking
out a living until belter times come. It is a fact however
that the better class of nindus are earning as Ligh weges
as the white man.

& 4 i

’5_,; . T8 _— | " » >
jote 6. The Hindus belone to various classes of in india.

ﬁociﬁty
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fow that the hindu community has undertaken to
provide for indigent hinduc, it only remains to hold
them to it and to make uce of their repreﬁantatiﬂﬁs to
undertake responsitilitiec as to canitation, &c. &t the
csame time there are, I think, strong reasons why
further immigration skould %¢ strictly limited. The
terms of close familiarity which competition iith whit e
labour has brousht atout, do not make for Zritish prestige.
~hese itindus never rieant to cettle in British
Columbia. .ven the most woslthy Jdo not mean to bring their
families out. +ihey 211 mean to accuwmileto money and
~return to India to frece their farms from m?"tgrwu , or to
purcnase others. .ccializts of & very undesirable type have
made it their business Yo tamper with the -ast Indians in
Vancouver. iecently rmma Goldman, the ocialist lecturer,
from the Unit ei states, visited Vancouver and lectured in
public. The return of the .ikhs to the Yunjab emongst

t) eir friends, sprcading as they will, new, ill-dizect ed

slistic 1deas, and the familiar knowledgc of such
defects amongst ihair'ﬁhit@ fellovw labourers, such as
labour rivalry would have been only too ready to pick out,
cannot bul tend to re-act amongst the mllltar? classes of
the Funjab, to the detriment of vritish pregﬁiéa. AS -
when all ie said end Jdone, looking at our position in
India as & whole, it wmuet be recognised that @t is by
prestige alone that India ie¢ held and not by force, the
“imrortance of = circulation of labour between Vancouver
and India as affectin; that prestige is such, I submit,
as cannct be wisely cverlooked. 4Also, looking to the '

future, labour rivalty must from time tc time causge

“ L i o B

The soldier LlauM or the policenan from fong Yong are
- highly thought ¢ vhilet on the other hand, weaker
m&ﬂb@rg of the commu ity ﬁav an 1ﬂasz&rant value.
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out breaks of feclinz on the part of the vhite labour

on the Facific,whieh must produce difficulties, as

has been the case in the pnast, both for the Canadian

and lmperial Governments, and any discatisfaction

at unfair treatment of .Lindus in Vancouver , resulting
therafrom, will be sure to be exploited, as in fact has
aelready heen donc, for purposec of agifation in India,
For these reascns (as apart from the gencral one of
keeping the temperatc zonec of the rmpire for the
surplus white populstion, whils t giving full scope

to our Asiatic subjects in the mdéwe tropical zones of
~the “mpire) 1 think immigration into Canade from India
should be strictly limited and controlled. 1 would

suggest that Indian regulations as to indentured
amigr&tion from India necessitating as it Joes legislation
on behalf of such enigrants by volonial UGévernments, be
applied if possible tc emicrants not pfacaedingcﬂt of
India on indenture cr contraect. The absence of such
legislation on the part of the “clonies woudd, as roint ed

out by .. r. irackenzic ring, e sufficient to make such

emigration 1liegel, ehd a system of paseports would then
enable the Uovernments of India and of Canada to control
the immigration into vanadec of such percons having
commercial, educetional or other interests, as might

advantageously be adrnitted. (Lote 7.
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liote 7. As natives of India nov in Vahcouver will return to India as
coon as they have made sufficient money, it will umlg be
necessary to prevent tneir return to eliminate the whole

iindu community in course of time. I, hovever think that

no harm, but on the other hand a certain amount of so0d .,

will result from ellowing the limited numbers now in

Canada to be mainteined. the limitation of further immi-

gration might be put at 100 yearly for the present, tut the

number will depend on the ccmmercial needs of the times

an? these will naturally he dictated by the ~rowt: and
develorment of trad: hetween ‘ansde ani India.

I deprecate measures recently udopted to check immigration by
imposing the onerous condition that hindus landing in
Canada must be provided with .:200. shis, when compared
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Undoubt edly many industries of Dritish Columbia
at the outset, reguire encourazement in the sha-c of &
cheaper form of labour tLhan could te obtained under the
unlimited contre} ¢f vhite labour unions, *zhi;zh would

%

result from tae total oxclusgion just now of Asiatics, end

this is more especially the cace with the promicing fruit

5

tndnetrr Tut the mldtinn’ f T 1 o S
1ndustry, vul the pelitical reasons 1 have ~iv en for the

exclusion of natives cof India, and the importance of this

4. J

excilusion to India ttzelfl, do nol aamit, T think, of

our continuing the immicration of these aciatice as

free labourers, whalcever might be fceasible in the way of
contracts. That the Indian of the Funjab ie unsuited,
owing to climatic conditionz, t. work &nd reside 1in
British Cclumbia, cmmnot, in the face of the oxperience
of the last 3 vears emongst the hindus in Vancouver, te
maintained. The ripgorcus vinter of parts of the “unjab
ic more cevere than the mild climate of the Pacific cosst.

it is true thel in the winters of 1906-7 large numbers of

2

Tndianes arrived proviaed cnly with cotton clething, and

s

e g

owing tc th& goneral bad labour conditions which at that

time preveiled,throucnout the country, vere unable to

i kG
et @mylajmeut? ane roamed the streets in a Jegtitute
condition: bul Lr. .unrce (attachud to the General
. Hospitel & imigration Uepartment | ascured me from nie
personal observalion, that o gnaller number of Asiatics
were admitted into logpital, or suffered from pulmonary

affections, than would tave been the case vwith an equel

mﬁmber of wnite men under similarly tryine conditions and

¥
}
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unprovided with %rﬁp@r'C%ﬁtfaﬂ, (note !

L

to the 40 imposed uron 5&?£n0“& aninot fail to zive rise
in Tndia lo ﬁ cr7 that r1t1Mh abjects are unfairly
di seriminated esainet and it ﬂl be difficult to explain

‘thig away.

8. sut of soms U000 natives of India who have during the last
few years arrived in Canada, nearly half have gone to the

United States to find work, some few having beon accisted

bt Lil
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when 1 left .ncland 1t was cssumed that thers

3
would be large nwnhers |jpoecilly as many as 1500) of
Hindus in Vancouver out of employment, but on my
arrival 1 found that industrial conditions hed improved
to such an unexpected extont as {to completely alter the
state of affaire ano urset tho caleulations ac to
unemployment wnich thkce culhorities of ‘ancouver, hasing

their estimetes upon previcus vinters, had heen, !

convinced, fully iuct zjlaﬁ.xﬂ mekines.

e

] have rceceived the createst asscistance in my

enquiries from many gentlemen, official and otherwise
in YVencouver, .r. l.ciahon, Uity “elief Ufficer enabled
me to personally visit various quarters inhabited hy the
idindus and courteously accompanied me with his assistants.

Dr. Underhill and .ayor onetheun, called upon me, and gave

suek

me frankly information as their intimate knowledge
of the sanitary condition of the iindus ensbled them to
collect, and I am wmuch indehted to these gontlemen for
their courtesy. ~ he omigration authorities also did all
they could to nely me.

I &m inaebted to . r. darkin for brinring me in
touch with these and other gentlemen and for doing
everytning to forward my enguiries. [ Jid not call
public meeting of tho iinduc, nor appeal to the local
authorities for facilities to zet in touch with the
community as a whole, as after recont events at the
Temple, 1 3id not think% cuch & course would have resulted

¥
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in any geod, snd i preierre therefore to make my

enquiries unoificia ilg

oy the loeal autho
rehregen% ilﬁnﬂ of t
Tlese lindus appesa
vnited states.

rities to return to India, on
he loenl iealth & 2elief 0ffic
r to have tecn readily received
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I think it important that the doings of the
Brahmin section he closely watched. 'here is
presumptivlly evidence thal they have a close connection
with the agitation in Jengal. 1 do not think that a
better man than i'r. topkincson of the Lalcutta police
coculd be found for this work. 4e hae already
managed to get a knowledge of their affairs, and lr.
R. 3. Chamberlin, Chief of the Police of Vancouver, with
whom 1 unofficially spoke on the matter would have no
objection to hic doinz this. 1 eugpest .r. Hopkincon
be appoint ed as lominion rolice Ufficer on special duty
at Vancouver, for the special purposes of this enjuiry,
and thoe Government ¢f Tndia be asked te rlace him in
official communication with the head of the Calcuita
Police in order to further his vork. This cuggestion

is of course a purel7y confidential one.
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