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Tne presant, d2vlorable situatlion in regard to
Asiatloc 1lsmlgration :nakes plaln speaking necessary. Talk
about raclal 1deals and racial antagonisms,philosophic
dissertations on the difTerences betwasn Orient and
- Ocoldent, judlcial suniings up of the arguments £or and
againgt "coolie® labour on the Pacific CGnast - all this
is very well,but t:e danger has become too acute,the peril
- poo real for anvthing but fagts. I will sdmit that I anm
writing this while I am in a sondition of extreme
indignation. I have taken the frouble (it was very easy)
to find out what Canadians and Americans should have found
-~ out months ago. I have lesgrned something of what the
Aglatios are thinking and saving and writing about the
treatment to which they are heing subjectedi. The knowledge
1s startling. liost of the intelliigent people of the '
Paclifio Coast,when they desire to justify the anti-Asiatio
agitation,declare that they want the Coast to remain a
*white man's sountry® for thelr children and their children's

~~— children, But what is the real legacy which they are

preparing for those children,and for the British Empire,and
for the world? S PO
~I% 18 a le7acy of hate. At a time when
Japan has taken a place anong the great powers,vhen China
18 beginning to realize her strength,when there is _
“inereasing unrest in India,ths white inhabitants of
Britiash Columhia and of California are treating the ﬁ
Asliatics,collectively and individually,in a manner that—
may lead in the not distant future to a terrible reckoning.
How the Japanese regard the insults which their countrymen
have suffered here and in the United Statss we know,but
not enough attentionn has been pald to the effeat in India
and in China of the treatment to which Indians and Chinese
~ave been and are heing subjected,
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- |  All,of cow ge,in the
ultimate analysls,depends on the treatment of the individual.
Here 18 a typical case. Narain Singh served for thttteen
and a half years in the Indian army. He hag the Malskand
~and Somall medals. He salled Tor British Colunbia before
the passage of the "Natal Act." !s arrived wilh his papers
21l 1n order,and on landing with seventeen other Indians
he was held in the detention pen. Then,on being admitted
by the Dominion Imnigration OCfficer,he was arrssted bv the
Provinolal officials,*aken before a magistrate,and al
~sentenced to pay a fine of 3500 or to undergo a vear's
imprisonment. He went to prison and,on the Courts =
~deolaring the Natal Act unconstitutional,was released on
sufferance. That is to say,if the Province wins its apyeal
he will again be arrested and have to serve his sentenas.
In the meanwhile he i3 kept under supervision. Narain
8ingh has one brother who served in the army,and who
retired on full pension. Two brothers have served five

fﬂand 8ix years respectively in a foot regiment,and a fourth

 brother has served four years in a ocavalry regiment. What
gort of letters does one supnose MNarain Singh is writing
to those brothevg,and whmat 1s l1ikely to be the effect of
the letfters on t/® brothers and the brothers' companions?
, - Sohon Lal,an educated Indian,formsrly a
- teacher 1in a Middle School,is now in the detention shed
- here. He came,with 182 of his countrymen,on the steamer
Monteagle. A few of the 183 Indians were found to he
- suffering from trachoma,while 1 few others did not possass
$25 apiece. These were deported on the Empress of Japan,
whrich salled last Wednesday. The others are in the '
detention shed. About half of them were not allowed to embark
 @n _the Iirmt steamer Irom Hong Kong after arriving there
o0 Uadoutta,and had to watit 1n Hong X £ _
| = ng Aong ror a month,




T . The Dminion authorities oohstrus this acol ient as making

*’” the Indians liable for deportation,as they did not cone

o, *direet from the land of their citizenship.® The other

- half oame direct from Calcutta,and the Federal authorities
have ordered their deportation because neither they nor

the Oanadlan Paciflc Company have heen able to supply
positive proof that the Indlans arriving here are the same
Indians who bought the tickets in Caloutta. It would
probably puzzle the average +raveller,net provided with a
letter of oredit,to obtain "positive proof* on short
notice that he is the person whom he clalms to be. Sohon

" Lal is one ol those who cane here direct,spending only
four days 1In Hong Kong. He and the others at the detention

shed are almost starved. The facllitles for cooking there

- are primitive,and not intended for any large number of

persons,and Sohon Lal is lucky if he gets a single meal a

~day. What gort of letters is Sohon Lal writing to hia
- frimﬂs and relatives at home?

e B Behari Lal,a young and ambitious Indian,
‘”%w;jll edaﬂated degires to go to London to study law, He
"was in the zmlica force at Suva. He has been in the

g:detantion shed here for the last ten days and, under tha

- Opder-in-gounceil,his deportation has been erdam
~he has to go baok Behari Lal 1s hardly likely to be an
enthusiastioc worker in the cause of order and loyalty.
- I watoched the Dominion Imnmigration
o -ofﬁee’r exanmine the 183 Indians Trom the Monteagle last -

Jv-  gunday. He 13 a Xindly man,and the strug:le between his

—  humane impulses and the ardern he has received from his
- ‘superiors makes his work very painful to him. The Indians
-were placed in a long line and marched in. If a man passed

the examination for trachoma and had shown §35 he was sent
away in one direction;if he had trachomi he was put into
“a separate pen;and if his resou rces did not amount to 338
he went in a still different direction. The first man
- examined was a aplendii specimen of the Sikh anuuer.
: atr&igrzt a3 an arrow,with three medals.on his dbreast,hi
- bpeard twisted and wound about his ears. He saluted iike a
; pwm of mashinery,and passed the tests with no trouble.
- 0f those who followed him it was easy to distinguish the
- 0ld soldiers on ascount of their correct salutes. The :
- others tried to immitate them,ht the effect was grotesquse.
It was,however,survrising to find what a large number were

g Mtualiy 0ld soldisrs. None of these were Suffering from

trachoma,but a few iid not have $35. It made no difference -

o8 _wt they had to go into the deportation pen. Half a dozen

- medals gained in the servics of the Emperor dld not weigh
- Ags na*& the b ok of even a dollar of the required amount.

- The rast were passed by the Imigration 0fficer,and
he had made up his mind to allow them to enter the sountry
when he received a telegram fronm oLt Lawa instrmicting him
t0o deport all of them. FHe ordered the Canadlan Pacifio
- Company to ship them on the Empre s of Japan,but the
Company obtained a preliminary order nisi frcam the Ghier
Juatiu,and another battle over inmalgrants ia now being
ught in the Courts. The opinion amongz lawyers is that
~the Indians will be allowed to land. After two or three
- weeks here will they fesl any more ;ratitude and loyalty to
the Briuuh Em} 1re than 1f they were sent back?
oy, : In the first place, thw will be
; harded in quarters not £it for animals - the people
-_ - will not 1et them nave any baner living :
plwa,an& men complain that the Indians ars dirty, and
- %hat thelr unsanitary habits are a menace to the comm

- If an Indlian goes into a barbar shop the proprieter 19 as
- 1ikely as not x=xtsix to tell him with an oath to got out.

They will not,in all probabllity,be insulted in tl» streets

but they will be made to feel in a thousand snall inoidents
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that they are pariiic - unfi?s to breath the sane alr as
the white man. The reonle of British Coluwihia ars by no
means naturally crusl,bus, 3 naush harlen our heartis,”® they
aay,"else this Province wilil hecomne an annex of Asla.® Fven
insults in the gtreets ars not wicomon. A Sikh priest,
Pfor instance,Tas assalled to-day by 0.8 ru’fianly telegraph
linenen,nc male his wnits turban a targnt,vhlle Prof.kuar
/ who hag come to Aneric~ to stuldy Lhe educatlio al gystea of
F’f“ﬂ" canada arti the Urnitc !l States,wag resently pelted by scre
A nooiluts. g '
1 tatkel Lo-dav with thnres or {four Indianz vhon
T found on Hastines Sirest. Thalr fravituds Jowards o
for ghovin: sema 1it:ie Iinterast in then was pitiul.
» Sahih?,one of thea sal,"tney are traatin: us ltlke 4ofs.
Wwhnt have we done? Are vwe no% wwier the Briflsnh £iag?" ARz
A10ther of trem shoved 119 a lester he had written to a
Voneouvsr newsnaper,wiiash promptly refused 40 publiash 1t.
Tha 1i1ttle nistakss in censtruction ani spelling cannot
take From 1ts pathos. The writer tells hor eighteen of
hig ecunirvaen "had to apani over 3200 in lawyer's feea 1o
ret release “rom the gaol." 'ie npeaka of the Indilants
*hirth right in British Eapiren,and -deciares thnt ihe
sondition o2 his countrynen in the detentlon shel 1is
terribls. e shows,with tha naatery of loglc taa% the
natives of India vosseai,hov absurd a thilng is the Order-
in-Council,bus,as 1ts absurdity is now aimitied even by
asdvocates o exclusion,it is hardly worth while to quote
nis argument. ' -
_, The Indians spoke of thelr countrymen who
were sent back on ths Empress of Janan. "They will all be
homeless men when they reach India,* they sald, *They
‘mortgaged all their land in order to get enough money to
"some here.? And one Indian added flercsaly:¢I tell you 1if
we are not good enough Tor the white man's oaountry ths
white man is not good eno gh for our country.®* The man
who s4 4 this was no Bengall agitator,but a Sikh. There
are however two or three Benzall Natlonalists here. One
man in particular I have in nind,a dahgerous and able person,
who £inds the Indiana hers,ansry and suff ring,very ready
to 1liste: to hinm, "The avaragze white man is sadly deluded
i he imagines that he =R hag any monopoly of fine feellings,*
gaid a well-known Indiian administrator who paassed through |
Vansouver a eouple ol davs azo on hiz way to Asla. "As a
matter of fact," he adled,"thsss Indians are proudly :
sangitive." !'e had bsen talkings to a number of Sikhs whom
‘he found in %he strests,and hadl ba2n shocked by what they
told him. Before he salled ha say the reporters of the
loeal newspapers,and said to them:"Let me warn Brlitish
Columbians to show respec’ t0 these prcud old Sikh ' .
pensioners. Do not give then the inmprssslon that they are
exiles in a fnoreign country. Both races revere the same
flag. Do not aid the causs ol the disloyal agltator in
India. By doing 80 tie whites our here may be the cause oI

“starting a conflagration ths’ milg At swesp Indin.t —
— All t3ia of course has nothing to do wit» tie
queation whethor the imnilgration of Indianas to this a

agountry is of benefit tn the sountry or the Indinns. That
question has been discussed before. I will only repeat what
I said af'er making first enquiriss last Ootober - that

go far as olimate is ccncernsd British Columbla 1s perfectly
suitable to the Indians who have amme here. ¥
| A o | It 1a sven harder to make ou
h .what a Ohinese really thinks than 1t 1s t0 learn the
' gentiments of an Indian,bu’t a certain litile incldent
apreals to me as beling surrestive. Your New York
correspondent recently dsscribed %he sale by auction ol |
ths *0onger loot?, Ii this vart ¢ the vworil we Know =

g€oed deal about tne Congers and their
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the late lr.E.H.Conger reatired "rom the diplomatic servioce
he marie his home in caiilornia. The sgpleniid conllection
sold In New York did not ccmprise the whole of the treasures
which the Congers c¢btained in China. There was for instance
a ocertaln rug which Mrs.Conger sold some vsars ago and
which,1? 1s sald,provided her with enough money to buy

a house in Pasadena. In those days the family of the
ex~-iinister to China were mors careful about talking of their
proceedings in Peking,and the word *loot* was not uased.
Even now it 1s always carsafully explained that the

“Hinlster himaelf had nothing to io with the purchase o the

loot. It 1s a beautiful picture - the diplomatic represent -

ative of a great Power virtuously refusing to give way

to temptation,but looking on with a benevolent smile while

his family grab all the stolen pronsrty they can get. |
' ~But this i3 a digressioen. The point ia,

the Ghiness here know 31l about the Conger loot and the

auction sale in New York. There 13 a llttle Occidentaliged

Chinaman in Vancouver whon I will call Ah Lee. iiis haipy

1s cut in Western style,he dresses in the neatest of serge

“suits,and speaks perfsct English with no trace of accent.

He 1llves 1in an apartnent Surnished with mahogany chalrs
and tables,exeellent silver and out glaas,whisky and soda,
the workes of Herhert Spencer andi the Court rscords of
Britigh Columbia. With 1t all he remains an uwmistakable
Chinsse, . | | f

I dined one day last week with my friend Ah Leeo
and half a dozen @hinese merchants. We ware talking of
porcelain,anil I mentioned tha Conger collection. Ah lLee
himself had not heard of it,but he translated what I saild
L0 other Chinese and ons o them,heaning ximhiyx anliably,
tesoribed two or thres o the ohjects in the enllection.
A kamvhingeif - madvnet theardxafiyhutextransiatadxey -
xRt Iveatdctatheaxntiizr-Chinase Anotner of the gueats, then
another,then a third,tock up the conversation,displaying
knowledge I the gubjezt. I rememberaei that,with the
exception of a2 bell “ron the Temple of Agriculture in
Peking,none of the nhjects in the Genger aonllection had been
of surpassing interest or importance,and I eould not
underatand,until suddenly one of the chinese (there had
besn a good nany *yon poys®) dropped the mask. It aprears
that the whole subject had hesn dlscussed a$ leggth in
th= local Chinese newsnapers,ani I learned that China
has not forgotten and will not forget. i

A strange clrcumstance in this aconnection is that
the Chinese seem t0 be 2all the moro infuriated against
the Unlted States because that country after the boxer
outbreak made great profession of heing China's only |
friend. 9®To be robhed:that 1is nothing® said one of the
guests at the dinner;*bhut for the robher to come next day

and say he 1s your friend ——-—="

I wonder i1f I am right 1: thinking that this
inoldent was significant - and alaraing.

-~ (The above i3 a copy of a despatch.mailad.by L.V.Cripnen,
‘8peclal renrresentative of the Londen Tirmesa,to %hat paver

on Saturday the_glat.ﬁarch/as Irom Vaneouver,B.C. )




