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e 911 Nicola Street,
;. Vancouver,B.C.,

Novr.22nd.1906.,

Under Secretarv of State for Indila,
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I desire to bring tc your notice the condition of a
congiderable number of the immigrants whe have arrived in
British Colwnbia from the Presidency of Beilgal (India).
‘The number of these has steadily incré sed auring the
vear , the S.S.Tarter on the last voyage brought no less
than 729. There are now between 2200 and 2500 in the
Provinces of British Columbia all come from the Punjaub,
they are mostly Sikhs. Ncne are allowed to land who are
destitute,s0 all have scme ready monev in nand, some as mich
as thirty pounds or mere.Thev arrive here clad in COTToONn
clothes such as are used in India,quite unprepared for
the rigors of a canaldian winter. Handreds are now wander-
ing abhout in clcthes quite uilsuitable for the climate.
They are a stout,able-bodied set of men. A large propor-
¥ion are ex-soldiers. Their conduct has been exennlary.

I amm not aware that a single one has been convicted of
any crime,however slight,but they find a difificultv in
Obtaining employment owling to the differeit class of work
that is carried ci nhere, their ignorance oi’ the to0lg and
macihliery used in logging and agriculiure and also to

vilelr almost entire 1znorance ¢f the Bngligh language
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Phe fact of their coming to tiais cCuitry shows
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the enterprise and daring of the men as also their trust
in seeking work 1in couhitries under the British flag at
such a distance from their own homes.

The advent of these men has, as may be expected,
been vehemently oppused by the whole labour element Of
this country,whcse hostility to these linaigrants has
sensibly affected their chances of employment. A campaign
of calurmy and vituperation has been,and continues 1o be
engiheered against them,to which the politicians who
seek to maintain the labour vote are forced to submit.
This action bhars the Punjabis from much employnent.At the
present tilne,some 400 are out of work.These suf'fer from
1ngufficient shelter,food ana cloihing. The cola adds to
the distress,and illness will certainly ensue. This means
that the local Govermaent will probably be called upcen to
render tliielr assistance,which can only be supplied by an
addition to the sunnleme:itarv estimates.

Under these circwistiances, I venture to sugrest
that some provisicn be maae to jueet the clrcwastances of
the case. Thore is a strong efTort heing made by one
party in British Colu bia to prohinit the entrance of
these neil to the countrv but it is very improbable that
suchi a discrimination against Britisn suhjects can be
adonted. It is more 11Xelv,s0 it apnears to me, that in-
migration of this kxind fror Britisih India night be re-
stricted and regulated. Whatever steps may be taken in
the end,it would anpear advisable for the aresent 1o dis-

courage the present Tlow, and to do so it would be well
to warn the compunities in the Pun jaub fron whom these

men coms, ol the trus condition of afrairs in British

Columbia,
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columbia,namely

That the ldabour market is limited.

That the climate is rigorous in winter, far
colder than the Puiljaub.

That a good outfit of clothes and some ready
noney is necessary.

That the quality of labour 1s different from
that in India,and that not more than half wages

can be earned at first.

fhat a large proportion of labour is laid off
during the winter months.

That a certain knowledge of English 1s advis-—
ahle if not necessarv.

I would further recormend that some one with a
thorough xnowledge of the Punjahi district be appcinted
to receive,look after and secure labour 1or the 1mii-
Tgrants at Vancouver,to takZe charge oOf sucir as bhecome
incnpabie of supnerting thsmselves,éndcarry cut their
repatriation 10 India when necessary , also toc act as an
internreter in the Courts.

I attach a cutting from a local newspaner which
will sufficiently explain the condition of affaids at
the present tlime.

1 have,e6icC.,

(sd.) Pali Warren.

Colonel,late R.A.



