rd 3y

] H. 3 Ti-lv;.dlips 5 J;;SQ' 9 It.iﬁli) ® 9 v&ncouver b B':C -

FIDENTIAL
o417, Z2nd. Avae Waat JINE ALK NTIA]
Vanoouvaer, E.C.
D‘#G-E(’th. 191Z.,

t“axy
fors mf orrﬁe?sron T

the Dominion pnatnr of lmmigrants,

Vaneouver, B,.C0,.
pvear lr. Reid,

In ro Immigration of Hindus to Canada - I do not
think that 'bu.;;l. legislation of oxelusion 18 either politio or just.
48 1o thelr right to snter I think there can be noe gquestion. 1f ws
a8 foraignaers ean justifly our entranee into India in the daye o Jueen
“lizabeth slmply for the purnoscs of gain, suraly the people of India

who como to us not as foreigners but as fellow-8ub jeots should have

the right of mtry., If for economic or raeial ressons their sdwmi gsim
be thought inexpediont then nur British sanee of fairnlay - our c¢ivi-

-lization - our Ohristian sentimont should dlotate some nobler plan
than sivple exelusion.

whon we went to India, osste rulss would not
allow her paople to 20 abraod, to smbark on the high seas involved

a forfaiture of caste rights and privileges. We have taught them

the absurdity of thoir notions. We hava liquifiad thes congealed mass

apl true fto 1ts laws, the ligquid =mass must flow and eontinus to flow.

It 1is up to us to direst the current. A fow days ago it was announced

in oonneotion with the Jouth African tangle, that asteps would

probably be taken to direet the ast Indian to the soudan. “"hathor

the Soudan will present inducements sufficiontly strong to sause

the Indian to snter, has yot to bhe proved; bdbut, I have no doudt that

the sdntion of this oraesent prosocing problem 18 to be found i{n some

Buen way as that proposed. Privately and publiely #ince becoming

acguainted with conditions in B.C. during this year, 1 have advocatad
the ...
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seleation of suitsble sparsely settled terrigories under our own
flag for the settlement of thess poople, our Pollow-gubjoetis.
North Australis, British Guiana, and Br.londuras have bosn before
ny mind - particulsarly Honduras I am reminded that ar attempt
nas been made to direst these peopls to Honduras and that 1t Las
proved & failure. I think another trial might be made, not %o
induce those now in Sanads to omigrate to Honduras or elsewhare
(puoh an attempt would be in vain &s the prospeots here of
asoumulating are so bright! but to influense Hindus at home wWho
are planning to go abraod. To gucceed in such & movement, the
lmporisl Governwent, through the Provineial, would have 10

deaal gonsrously in the initisl stazes, Lot a fovr hmundred squars
miles of territory bs selected, having due rogard % health,
fertility of soill, water supply, proximity of :mr;mt, ote., eta.;
as, at the outset, there would be ma y dissouragesmonte, some real,

many imaginary, it would be important to have some praparatory

work done. The bloek shnould be surveyed with parallel main roads

two miles apart. If & & containing 40 aares, a mils in depth, was

allotted to each famlly, 16 families could ba plsaeed on cach side
of a roud within a mile, allowing & Lrontage of 300 ft. On 2
milos of road, 64 familins could be placed. In the gantre, a lot
or two could be reserved for & oohbol. & all for gunaeral meet-
ings, & Chursh, ote., oto. such & distriet would form an Indian
village 1o whiech time honoured wethods of village governmmnt
might be introduced with advaﬁtae;a.

L0 afford sholter on arrival, a8 suitable aite ghould be
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goloated sonvenli ntly near the lands to b cooupisd, and temporary
struostures aregted sufficoient for the asoccommodation of s many &8
might arrive within 3 months, for during that time they could pro-
vide shaoks for thameaelvea, The sstablishment of & supoly atore
might also be neeessary whore provigions nte. sould be obtained

at reasonable pricos and 1in some 268 2 on erd«44 eredit. A portable

sawmill would enable thom te orovide frame houses te b» sot on
poets or pillar treas with roofs of grass or palm l-aves, and walls

of wattls work whieh wonuld he inexpensive, A mud shanty with no

it
lots wer. about the sisge suggested with say 20 fanilice to & mile

ventilation would in the rainy scason be damp and unhsalthy.

sohools aould be plaswl two milos apart with & lot or two ressrved

far the purpose and on whieh & hall for gwmoral purnoses sould be

built whon raquired and & pluen or plas s of worship - thore t0o
asgomsodation sould be found for oy mbordinate Governm nt sorvent.
ihe aost of survey, roadas, the temporary shelter, sohool,

movaable sawuill, ote., might be placed on lands whieh are now
valuslens, One pound storling p r more should rot be consid srad
oxgonsive, yot for wvery two milos of road as ealoulated for a
8ohool dlstriot, thie would yield J12,280.00 and this smount
should bs sollegted in & fnstalments axtonding over fivas yars,

the firet boing made payable at the and of the sesond yoar: .o,
at the elos» of the éth.ysar thy cost of lard would be fully mot -
but t1ll that date, we prosume, no taxes wmld bHo leviad.

Lot the Govarnmont a&s far as possible, seleat sub - rdinate
offioors from among the Last Iindians themselves. Ta ddvart
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the presant trend to British Columbia, it would probably be nolitie
poesibly neecessary, te salaat one or two nf the irusted, sapabl~.,
progresaive Hindus now resident hore, to pay such & liberal selary

and send them to the njaud urder inctrwtions ats., and the

gems to aid in the settlsment aof the poople on thair arrival. 1he
importanse of havine some of th-ir country people in rosponeibls
positions can hardly be aver cstimated. 1t would ba an advantage

also to have & ssore of families fron eai' wsrinidad whore during

b years of indenture under skillod sgrioulturists, a falr training
has beon given, The offer of a frea passage might ks sufficiant %o
induce some 1o make a trial. Farming oondi tions in Trinidad
would b ainmilar to thege in Hondurasa,

Parﬁapa poma aush sourse as I hwive here outlined might
help to solvae our preasont very difficult probvlam. '

Apolozising for thae length of this letter, 1 am, dear Sir,

tre, faithfully,
%, J.Grant.,

3417, Bnd., Ave,.W,.,
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