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Vancouver, B. C., July 20, 14

I beg to escknowledge receipt of your wire &s

follows:

"Unmeiled letters delivered to yourself or letters
sddressed to Hindus in your eare are not protected
by Post Office law or regulations while in your
posgess ion” .

anéd to confirm my wire ss follows:

"PFollowine telegrem sent addressed Minister

Interior Ottawe signed Pessenpgers Komégatas Maru

reply peid tem words begins msny telegrams to

Governor Genersl. He answers transferred to you

for consideration. No consideration as yet. Police
attacks daily duly armedé. No provisionms. Immigration
returning forecibly without your decieion. If not
decided within two days &£1]1 pessengers will be

killed by poliee 2nd volunteers and you &re responsible
for so maeny lives. Will not return foreibly prefer
desth to eruelties whet would bs use of consideration
after death. Xnds.’

Inspector Hopkinson took out & wire sddressed to
the pessengers of the Komagatsa lMaru, this morning. I
herewith embody his report:

"I heve to report for your information that I took
on board the "Komsgata Maru" this morning &t about
10:05 & telegram &ddressed to the passengers of this
boet. On going up the gangway I wes met by quite a
fow of the passengers and on irquiring for the
ceeretary or one of the Committee, the Secretary
Daljit Singh put in en appearance &nd to him I handed
the telegram. He opened the seme, read the contents,
but did not communiecate what wes conveyed.
After reading the wire he wished to know

if the Covernment intended sending &ny provisions
on board, and I replied thet it was not the intention
of the Government to send any provisions on board
t111 such time &8 the Hindue decided to obey the law.
I further went into detell as to the intention of the
mise ion of Seturday night, end pointed out thet the
boet hed 6,000,00 worth of provisions ready to put
on board. After & great deal of discussion, 2nd on
meking & perticuler demeénd for some reasonsable proposi=
tion, Daljit Singh informed me && follows: That ¥e
pessengers would permit the getting up of steam end
leaving of this harbor on the following conditions:

1. That the provisions be put on bo&ard.

2, Thet the two charterers, Bhag Singh &nd
Rehim be brought alongside the ship so thet they could



421k to them and receive t heir permission to leave.
7. If the two above conditions were satis-
faetorily erranged ste&m would be permitted to be got
up » :
g I replied thet under 1o cireuns tences could
we possibly acquiesce to e11 three demends, but 1in the
aslternstive proposed the following:
(s) Thet Captein Yemsmoto be permitted to iesue

orders to his erew to gevl up gteom.

(b) Thet within four or five hours sfter they
had sterted getting up steam we would come slonggeide
with & seow losded with provis ions for the voyage &nd
s1s0o Rahim and the Secretary of the Sikh Temple; that
they could hold & conference with these two men and if
they decided to move OuUt and geve us &én assurance in
writing that they would do so, W€ would then lo2d the
provisions; thatl when the provisions weTe loaded the
ship would immediately ctart on her voyage to Hong
RKong, @8 the Captain was already in possession of his
clearance papers.

This proposition was sbsolutely rejected and

Deljit Singh, together with guite a few of his
countrymen around him stated thet unless and until

such time & the provisions were first put on board,
they would not permit? the anchor to be réised OT
ateem to be got up or the ship to leave the herbor,
under sny eircumstances, and they would perish by

hunger.
I esked for some &ssurance OT guarsntee thet if

we complied with theilr request they would 6&8ITy out
their proposition, but received no asSurance and no
guerantee that they would do so. 1 further went into
the matter of explaining the guarentee question - that
the Govermment had no assurance that if the provisions
were put on board they would move out, inasmuch &s by
putting the provisions on board they would then

heve themselves fully equipped with water and supplies
for a period of one month and they could lie in that
harbor for that length of time without making & move.

Daljit Singh further stated to me that five of
the Hindus had been injured in the melee on Saturdeay
night, snd that one of them WaS seriously hurt. BHe
requested that the men be tacen ashore for treetment,
put before giving him eny seatisfactory ansSwer I re-
quested that the four or five alleged injured men
chould be produced before me 0T thet I be permitted to
see them wherever they were, so that 1 could méke such
arrengements - if I W&S satisfied that they needed
medicel attention - as would be necessary in order
to have the seme attended to by our medical officer.
Deljit Singh refused to produce the men oY permit mb
to go and see them, &and said that unless provisions
were put on board there would be no benefit from
seeing these men whetsoever.

Meking no hesdw&ey in our deliberations, 1 finally
informed them that no provisions would be put on board
until they were of & more reasonable turn of mind
snd had deecided to obey the lews of this eountry, and
with this perting injunction 1 c&me down the gangway
and boarded our lsunch for shore."

Counsel Ledner and Assistent Peul Howerd
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reported from Viectoria as followe:

wire No. 1l: "Saw commander this morning. Cruiser seils

ten tonight with usual erew plus fifty Yegulerse

from parrison. He to essist you with these and
Vencouver militis uniformed force of two hundred.
Plans excellent in detsil bringing leg irons and
hendeuffe but Provincisl police Vancouver to

supply further equipment. Heve chief poliece

ready be on eruiser but few of any loeal police.
Commender will wire hour of conference and hour when
militie be resdy. Probebly between eix and nine
arrange receive messages tonight perheps wireless."

sire No. &: T"Arrenge immediste with Brodlie TO delay Seattle

boat deperture until Rainbow draft erriving ten
twenty ceén go aboard. If this done will be Vancouver
fully equipped &t dsybresk.”

to whieh I replied:
"Impossible hold Seattle boat your wire too lete.
sailors left Princess Alice noon making praetically
gseme time as ten thirty boat. Xeep me posted.
Ask Commender Rainbow if he has &ny special word
to eommunicate.” |

I further received the following wire
- from Commender Hose of the eruiser Rainbow:

"Propose leaving Esquimalt tonight arrive Vancouver
about 7 A. M. with Messrs. Howard and Ladner on
board.”

I galso received this evening an cdditional
message from Commasnder Hose giving more definite time for
arrival:

"Reinbow due Vencouver about 7 a. m. shall be ready
to see you and eny other offieials any time after
arrivel, the earlier the better.”

] further wireé Inspector Howerd-asofallews:

"Does Comménder wish fire engines on Sea Lion or
tug or has he umple pressure both steam and cold
water« Rush answer."

receiving in reply:

"Commender Rainbow desires fire engines Sea Lion
held in resdiness in c&se required.™

The quest! on of handeuffs was also taken up.
ie heve borrowed about 18 peirs locally, through the
courtesy of the Chief of Police and the Warden of the

Penitentiary at New Westmineter, end I wired Colin
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Cempbell, the Superintendent of Prbvinelal Police &t

Viectoria as follows:

"Cruiser Rainbow leaving Victoria tonight.
Commaénder snxious secure £ll handcuffe and leg
irons available, 28 endeavor will be mede to
handeuff the three hundred and fifty two

mutinous Hindue aboerd Komegeta. Kindly oblige
by loening. Wire me whet aetion if sny you takxe."

receiving in reply the following:

"All available handcuffs and leg irons sent
aboard Rainbow todey have instructed Chief
Constable Smith to do seme &t Veaancouver.”

I further received a wire from Mr.

Howerd ss follows:

"Commender thinks it sdvissble heve only about
dozen police on hend in morning will arrange
deteils further on landing.”

In reply to the communicetion from J. Edward \g

N
Bird the following was forwarded by our solieitors: ’

"A eopy of yours of the 20th inst. to M.R.J.Reid,
re . 5. "Komagata Maru™, hes been handed to me
for attention.
As I understand the matter, the Hindus on
board the Ship come to this country delibextely intending
to force their presence upon & people who do not
wish them, through some hoped for defeet in, or
technical objection to, laws made with the approval
of the country at lerge. After having come to British
Columbia and efter delay occasioned solely by them,
the matter is heard by the Court of Appeel and deeision
given under which Boards of Enguiry @re held and
Orders of Deportation mede. They do not see fit to
obey the Orders of the Government but mutiny and take
control of the ship. On sn attempt being made hy the Police
to enforce the ordinary rights of the Captain over his
Ship, they resist snd deliberately essault and

grievously injare them. They then meke the proposals
set out in your letter in whiech you conecur.

The Govermment, alThough unger no obligation
to do so, has fed them during the last three weeks
end out of charity hes been willing to proviesion
them for the return Jjourney to Hong XKong. If they
ére on the verge of gtarvation it is their own fault.
A8 soon &8 they signilfy thet they sre willing to obey
the law the Governmment will, no doubt, adhere to itse
cffer to supply provisions as mentioned above.

I shall, however, submit your letter to head-

quarters end will' return you sueh enswer &s may be
directed."

lfI
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Counsel sdvised sending The following wire:

"Have received letter from MaecNelll and Biré on
behelf of loeel Hindue submitiing, subject To
approval by Hindus on boerd Xomegata Maru following
alternative proposition for consideration: Mirst,
Govermment to send baek 81l deported Hindus by
other steamship line permitting assignees ol charter to
unload eand lead cargo. Government To D&Y all sums
which essignees heve been compelleé to P&y for
cherter money while vessel detained in Port, or

Second Government to pey essignees of Charter
pessage money from Vancouver to Celeutts for

deported Hindus at the rate of one hundred dollars

each, or Third, Government To Dpay eseglignees
of Charter Twenty-~five thousend dollars for
pessapge money for deporved Hindus from Vencouver 1o

Hong Kong. Assignees in each of the two last
propositions to pay for provisions and waive all
other eleims. Counsel hae replied pointing out
unlawful course pursued by Hindus on board ship

and treatment reeceived by them from Government with
no response to proposition exeept statement that
they would be submitted To you and such answer

would be returned as you direect.”

sir Charles Hibbert Tupper and C. Gardner Johmson,

Solieitor end Agent for the Owners, respectively,
interviewed me at some length this morning, principally
in reference to J. Edward Bird's proposal. Sir Hibber®.

Tupper emphaticalliy stated they virtuelly esked for
everything, and viewed the whole proposel as & preetieal

impoesibility.
I received further, through C. Gardner Johneon, Esq.,

the following communicstion embodying a communication from

Y. A. Hori, the Consul for Japan:

"on my informing Mr. Hori, Jspanese Consul, of
the arrsngement arrived et with Sir Shas. Hibbert

Tupper and yourself re the Japanese erew of the
S, S. "Komegata Meru" being teken on board the

Canedisn Nevy "Rainbow" under eertain conditions,
the Jepanese Consul sent me the letter of whieh
encloced is & ecopy.

Any reply you msy wish to give I shall be

glad to convey to Mr. Hori.
(Signed) C. Gerdner Johnson."

The following is Mr. Hori's letter to C. Gardner

Johneon:

"In reference to your favour of even date re the
arrenpement mede between you and the Immigration
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nt about boarding the crew of the
4 on the Rainbow 1 regret to heve to

it is not VveIry satisfactory and wo uld be
could heve Mr. Reid furnish

very much obliged if you
w's dispesal or have him
uring the engagement”

I replied s follows:

eceipt of your letter of

"I beg to scknowledge T
communieation from Mr. Y.A.

o0th instant enelosing
Hori, Japanese Consul, and note Tema8TKS .

After duly considering the matter I will
grrange to plaee & neutrel boat at the dispessal
of the Jepanese CcYew of the “Kpm&gata Maru™ until

control of the ship 18 obbained ..

I will endeavor to meet their wishes in this

respect, butl the matter will heve ©0o be duly considered

ss this aet alone might preeipitate

by CommandeX HOSe€,
ections

trouble. Mre Hori raised seversl teehnieal obj

verbally, &nd 1 requested him To plsce his views in

writing, when I would have much pleasure in submitting

them by wire to the Depertment®

I heve had no communication other than the one above

referred t0-.

To ebsolutely avolid any possibility of

eritieism by the publie, however, in taking adventage of

sny coneessions which mi ght be obtained, th

ation wes drafted to Hoosain Rehim, one of the

e following

communie

slleged cherterers of the Komagata Maru:

"Dear S1irs:
You are suthorized to leave por?d

on the 5. 5. Komagata llaru, end heve my full suthority
to do g0, aeceording Lo my connection with the eherter

and my rights thereundel.
Yours truly,

Charterer of the S. Se Komagate Maru.

To the Committee,
for Passengers ON Se S Kome gata Maru,

Vencouver Harbor."

'mhis ig important in view of the faet that the Committee

. aboard that vessel have absolutely refused to leave wit hout
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the consent of the echerterers, Hoosain Rahim and Bheg

Singh (Bhag Singh is now held by the United States

Immigration.auihorities in the detention shed at Ceattle,

weshington). To méke sure there should be no mis-

und erstanding, O0fficer Nelson end Assistant Interpreter

Gwyther were told To read the followlng instructi ons %o

Rahim, but to have 1O srpument with him:

n"we wish you to sign thie letter and then we &re in
g poeition to know exascetly where you stend. The
Committee of the Komegata Meru elaim you are the
1est drawback to their departure end &s they will
not leave without your consent we now present this

letter for your signature."

My wishes in the natter were duly carried out. Their

report I now embody:

"I beg to state that sccompanied by Mr. Gwyther
I handed the attached letter to Mr. H. Rehim at
516, Mein Street, this eity, with & request to

sign it, at the seme time reading to him the
letter headed "Instruetions for Mr. Nelson"™ which

expleins why ﬁis signature wes acsked for.
He refused to sign it end referred us to

his Solieitors, MeSSIrS- McNeill & Bird.

D. Nelson, Immig. Insp.
H.W.Gwyther, Asst. Hindoo Inter.™

The Honourable C. J. Doheriy, Acting Minister of

the Interior wired as follows:

"Hove instrueted millitie denartment to plaee
permenent foree and officers at your disposal
commending offiecer will report to you."

to which I replied:

"Your wire Captain Ogllvie vork Point Berracks h&s
phoned on long distenee he will arrive with 70
regulers on Reainbow seven A. M. Requisitions for
calling out militia being prepared loecally. will
be signed immediately."

I have further discussed the proposed cperations
with Brigede Major Tobin, Colonel MeSpadden commanding the
Irish Fusiliers, Adjutant Dowding of the s&me Regiment,
Captein Godson of the Hipnlanders, and others. The

suthorization for the callling out of the local militie
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was prepared by our legel advisers, &and Megistrate Proetor
is now obtaining the signature of the Meyor of the City and
another Megistrete to seme. I have aleo arranged with
Chief Cerlisle for his fire engines end he is to meetl me

at 7 in the morning together with +the Chief of Poliece,
militis offiecers end others.immedietely on arrivel of the
eruiser we will go eboard on the chartered tug Sea Lion.

Your obedient servant.

DOMENION IMMIGRATION AGENT & INSPECTOR

i o D. SGOtt, ESq-,
Superintendent of Immigration,

Ottawsa.

MRJIR/W.



