{ HINDUS BLOWN UP
" BY DYNAMITE IN
KITSILANO HOUSE .

Mutab Singh Is Killed, Two Other Hindus Are Injured and
House Is Wrecked by Dynamite Explosion—
Eight Other East Indians in Dwellﬁing
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Although there is no Lasement, there

With an explosion that shook house~
for blocks around, the home of Muta
Singh, 1748 Third Avenue West, wa
blown up shortly before midnight. Th
body of the Hindu who was sleeping im
mediately above the place where the
explosion occurred, was mutilated be
yond recognition, while two of his ter
roomers were g0 badly brulsed about the
body that they had to bhe taken to the
hospital.

The police are of the opinion that the

tragedy is the climax of the feud which

already resulted in the death of several
residents of the Hindu colony, and in
the murder of an official of the Immi-
gration Department. It is stated that

 Mutab Singh, who was the boss Hindu in

a False Creek sawmill, belonged to the
party opposed to Bela Singh.

The explosion blew off the entire front
of the two-storey frame building, and
when Sergeant MacLennan and P. C,
Creighton reached the scene they found

_' the supporting pillars of the front of the
second storey had been torn away and the

debris.

front half of the building a mass of
In the middle of a little corner
room, lying near his shattered bed, lay
the body of Mutab Singh. His head had
been blown off and his arms were miss-
ing. In the adjoining Iroom, Duleep
Singh and Ban Singh were found suffer-
ing from severe injuries.

Roomers Were Asleep.

- Mutab Singh had bullt the house some
four yvears ago, and asleep in jt at the
time of the explosion were ten roomers,
some of whom were fellow workmen
with him in the False Creek mill, while
others were emploved In other mills. In
addition to Duleep Singh and Ban Singh
there were: Gormack Singh, Baba Singh,
Narian Singh, Basant Singh, Bagil Singh,
Kishan Singh, Deman Singh and another
Duleep Singh. Every bed in the house
was overturned and the occupants
tumbled out into the middle of the
crowded rooms.

Mutab Singh, the landlord, occupied
a little corner room with a window opan-
ing on to the street. The only other
room on the ground floor with a win-
dow on the street was ocupled by Duleep
Singh and Ban Singh, while in a bed-
room under the eaves of the low build-
ing Basant Singh roomed alone. The
other seven Hindus slept in a crowded
condition in two, other rooms, one a
central room in the lower storcy be-
tween kitchen and Mutab Singh's r~om,
and the other at the head of a stcep
stalrway diregti®«behind the Xasan
Bingh's room. ;Some of them had &
bed to themselves, while others slept
two in a bed.

When the explosion occurred and the
supporting pillars’ in the front of the
builéing were torn away, the floor of
Bazant Singh's room sgagged cornerwise,
and snleeping Hindu, bed and furniture

front of the house,

glic down into the little grass plot in l

All Retired at MNine.

According to some of the inmates of
tne house, they had all gone to bed at
knew nothing about

9 o'clock., They
nnybody being around the place between
thhut time and the time of the explosion,
Ncne of them kept any powder or other
explosives In the house,

ia sufficient space between the flooring
and the ground for a person to crawl
ahout. But even this was not necessary
in case someone had wished to murder
Mutab Singh. His bed was close to th=2
eudtern wall of the building, which 18
on the south side of the street, and a
stick of dynamite (if it was one) could
eas!ly have been placed in the space
under the unfortunate Hindu’'s bed by
nierely reaching the hand in from ihe
side of the house. |

1t was stated by some of the neigh-
bora that a young lady had informed
them that when she was coming down
Third Avenue about 11.15 she saw two
Hindus running westward. They had
just reached the corner of Cedar Strest
and Third Avenue when the detonation
occasioned by the explosion startled the
neighborhood and reduced the home of
the Hindus to a pile of matchwood.

It is a wonder that more houses
in the viecinity were not wrecked.
Wreckage from the bullding flew for
several blocks, and
municated itself to houses as far west
as Arbutus Street on the west and Gran-
ville on the east. Adjoining Mutab
Singh's house on the east is a three-
storey frame building, inhabited by some
twenty Hindus, There is only about
eight or ten feet between the two houses,
and some of the beds in the larger build-
ing were also upturned and their occu-
pants deposited on the floor.

All Windows Smashed.

In the little house immediately oppo-
<ite the one blown up, lives Partab Singh
and several roomers. Partab Singh, all
the windows of whose home were smash-
ed, claims to have no knowledge what-
ever of the inmates of the house oppo-
sjite., Asked whether he knew if Mutab
fingh had had any dispute with a fellow
countryman recently, Partab Singh said
“‘No, I know nothing. I do not go out
for fear of being hurt.”

The homes of several white people
in the block living on both =ides of the
street were also more or less damaged,
and the windows along the front were
broken, The debris strews the street
for a distance of half a block or more,
and, attracted by the noise of the ex-
plogion and the cries of some of the vic-
tims a crowd of whites, Hindus and
Orientals blocked traffic along the street
for some hours.

For a time it was feared that several
Hindus had been imprisoned in the
wrecked building and for over an hour
after the first reports of the explosion
came in the police carried on a search
for bodles. Mutab Singh's body was
brought out upon a stretcher and laid
on the boulevard covered by a blanket
until the arrival of the *“dead wagon.”
It was then conveved to the T. Edwards
Company undertaking parlors, where an
inquest will be held by Dr. Jeffs,

The work of searching for bodies was
rreatly facilitated by the searchlight
from a hose wagon, which had arrived
in responge to a fire alarm. Exciamas
Iir,:nn of surprise was heard among

the vibration com- |
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curious assembled in front of the build-

ing that the explosion had not been fol-
lowed by a fire. The police up to
an early hour this morning could
find no trace of any burned woodwork.

Corner of Bullding Sinks.

Inasmuch as the entire corner of the
builaitg had sunk down considerably in
the vicinity of the plaze where the ex-
plosion apparently emanated, the
authorities could not find any dynamite.
It is unknown how the dynamite or

whatever explosive was used was set off |

—whether it was by electricity or by
fuse,

At about the same time Mutab Singh
built the house in w¥hich he lived he had
constructed other bulidings in the same
district, and was considered to be fairly
well off. The rents from lodgers, who
were crowded into rooms irrespective of
sanifation, are sald to have amounted to
quite a sum each week. Among a cer-
1ain set of Hindus he was quite popular.

Evidently fearing fire, Gormack Singh
and his fellow-roomers started imme-
diately after the explosion to drag their
bedding and clothing out into a little
verandah or porch, which runs the whole
length of the back of the house, At about
midnight all their personal belongings
were piled indiseriminately on the
verandah, and the owners were wander-
ing disconsolately among the ruins, ap-
parently at a loss what to do. That
Mutab Singh was well respected Was
indicated by many expressions of Sor-
row and commiseration by his former
roomers.

The police stated *his morning that
they were quite positive that the affair
was not accidental, Detectives Riccl

and Imlah are investigating the case, |

and it is stated that they will make an
arrest this morning.

——

Loan for Rallway Passed.

Edmonton, April 13.—The resolutic
providing for a government loan of
sum not exceeding $2,000,000 to the
tral Canada Railway for the McLe’
Peace River Crossing line was par
the legislature this afternoor
several days’ debate by a strai
vote of 34 to 17. Every menr
House was present except t
sent on military service.
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