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or, at least, the majority of them did

interested in seeing a favorable vote polled.

What, perhaps, influenced the ratepayers more
than anything else, in endorsing the agreement,

was the belief that should the city retain this
creek property it would be years before any

tempt wibould be made to reclaim it or to utilize it
as it ought to be utilized. The tardy policy of city
councils in dealing with matters of this kind is
widely understood and the danger there is of im-

prope~ administration of such municipal assets is

also generally appreciated., The definite offer,

therefore, by the railway company, with the spe-
cific undertaking to do certain things, appealed to
the property owners who are not disposed to place

too much reliance in the energy or perhaps even
in the honesty of municipal governments.

Now that the ratepayers have given their ap-
proval to this agreement, arranged between the

ably expect that there will be no delay in the work
of reclaiming and construction in accordance with
the terms of the contract.
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An lll-Advised Bill

MONG the measures adopted by the legisla-

ture during the recent session the amend-
ment to the firearms’ act stands out as a striking
example of the kind of legislation the MecBride
government is accustomed to hustle through,
without proper consideration, without regard to
general conditions and with a total disregard of
any rights the general public may possess. The
carrying of concealed weapons is, of course, and
rightly so, an offence against the criminal law.
The provincial government did not need to pass
an act to make it so. It is part of the criminal
code of Canada, which serves very effectively to
prevent the carrying of firearms or other danger-
ous weapons in every part of the Dominion. It is
not improved on by the BowseP-McBride gct. All
that is done is to give the police powers of search,
which they should not possess, and which are
directly contrary to the spirit of British law.
Under the new act, moreover, it will be impos-
sible to purchase a revolver without a’ permit
from a chief of police. This, Mr Bowser stated,
when he was explaining the provisions of the bill,
was to enable the police to know exactly where
all such weapons were and to keep them out of
the possession of thugs, who infest. at certain
seasons of the year, the streets of our cities.
Cculd anything be more childish. Mr. Bowser
surely knows the werld well enough to be aware
that thugs Will never be at a loss for weapons,
and that firearms are their very last resort?
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revolvers for the defense of their-homes against
housebreakers, but the holdup man will always

know where to lay his hands on one in spite of

law and police, though he is chary of using it
unless driven into a corner.

The permit system established by the bill will

themselves to the unpleasant ordeal of making
application to the police for permits. The pur-
pose of the bill would have been served quite as
well by requiring the registration of every pur-
chase and the public would not have been treated
like 80 many little children, who must be con-
stantly under the eye of a guardian. It is out-
rageous also, that the police should have author-
ity to stop any one on the street to search for
Weapons, and to enter houses on mere suspicion.
We doubt very much, indeed, whether such a law
is constitutional, but whether it is or not it in-
vests the police with powers which they possess

4 no country which has any title to call itself
free.

Not the least fault in the act is that it applies
to the entire province. No exception is made in
the case of the wilder parts of the Interior, where
personal safety not infrequently depends upon
being properly armed. In much of the mountain
territory Mr. Bowser's provincial police has not
impressed its authority so strongly on the rougher
élement as to warrant law-abid’ ng people dis-
pbensing with precautions for their own safety,

|and to deprive them of arms will undoubtedly
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lead to an increase of crimes of violence. The
entire act, in fact, is ill-thought out and ill-ad-
vised. It serves yno purpose the criminal law
does mot serve and under centain conditions it
permits police authority to be converted into a
tyranny which would be found tp be intolerable

- Hindus’ Grievances

must surely strike the friends of the Hindus
of this city, for undoubtedly they have some
advisers among the white population, that it is
Impossible for them to accomplish anything by
taklng what' they regard as their grievances to
the authorities of the British government. Their
grievances are against the Canadian immigration
laws, which restrict the entry of their people to
this country.

The delegation which they have sent to Eng-
land has been instructed to g0 there direct and
not to hait at Ottawa in order to interview the
Canadian premier, who is accused by them of hav-
ing failed to keep his promise of & YyYear ago,
when, according to them, he said he would
remedy the prevalling conditions. We are un-
aware of any such promise as that given by
Premier Borden, and we are at a loss to see
how he could remedy the provailing conditions
in the face of the strong sentiment which exists
in this province and almost everywhere in Canada
against the unrestricted entry of the Hindu peo-
ple. But the frank announcement that the Cana-

dian premier is to be passed by and the case,
which they think they have, is to be taken di-

rectly to the imperial authorities, will not do
them any good in their endeavors to secure a
finding in their favor. The Canadian people will
not be disposed to pardon such an '.ttitude
as that towards their own government on the
part of a class of immigration which they are
averse to allowing into the Dominion.

According to the Information given out by the
Hindus themselves, it is the secretary of state
for India and the colonial secretary to whom the
delegation will make their appeal, before whom
they will lay thelr protegt against the regulations
which govern the entry of their people into Can-
ada. Thoymhmmhontlut
these members of tho British governfhent will ho
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Canadian Northern and the city, we may reason-

Ipubllc rights, are well aware that

Honest men may find it impossible to purchase |

influence of these disturbers, smooth gentlemen

of the basest intriguing type in that dependency
Of Great Britain, is already manifest. The dele-
gation, which is counselled and directed by a

Hindu connected with Berkeley in Oak-
land, Cal., while it will, of course, fail-in achiev-
ing the ostenslbh object of its mission, may
therefore succeed in adding a little more to the

difficulties with which the British government
now finds itself confronted in India

Motors and Street Cars

WHEN speaking at the Ward Seven Conserva-
tive club smoker last week, Attorney-Gen-

eral Bowser took great credit to- himself for the

car, which is stopped or is about to stop, for the
purpose of discharging or taking on passengers,
shall stop his motor at a distance of at least |
ten feet from the car and remain at a standstill
until the car has again been set in motion and
the passengers who have alighted shall have

reached the sidewalk or otherwise .otten safely
clear of the motor. ——

It is difficult to see what great public service
the attorney-general has performed in bringing in
this legislation. In Vancouver, at any rate, there
has never been an accident caused by drivers

Passing cars which were discharging or taking on

passengers. Most- people who driVe motors,
aside from their natural inclination to

on-their part would, if any one
through it, meet with prompt and severe

Mr. Bomrs amendment, 8o far
will be to annoy the careful driver

absolutely secure until

comes along to rudely shatter their faith in the |
eficacy of any merely human legislation to pro-
vide complete and perfect safety.

There was no public demand for this amend-

ment to the act. No outcry against a serious and
constant danger, as Mr. Bowser would have us be/

lieve. On the contrary, if a canvass were made
of Vancouver and Victoria, we venture to say
that ninety-nine out of every hundred persons
would say that motor drivers in almost every
instance are as heedful of the safety of foot pas-
sengers as the most timid and nervous pedes-
trian would desire. It is one thing to take every
possible precaution for the public safety, and quite
another to establish vexatious rules, which will g0
a long way towards driving motor traffiic off the
Streets where there are street railway lines. On
Granville and Hastings streets the progress which
& motor will be able to make under the new act
will not be very great. Blockades will be of fre-
quent occurrence and when a street car gets into
motion after unloading or taking on passengers
the liberated motors will be a far more serious
danger on these crowded thoroughfares, where
people are constantly crossing from one side to

another, than if they were permited to ‘pass cars

as they have been heretofore.
B

Hon. Ifr. Crothers’ Error

T is unfortunate that any member of the Cana-

dian parliament, and especially that one hold~
irg office as a minister of the crown, should so far
forget his own dignity and the rules governing
the conduct of legislative procedure as to make use
of language such as Hon. Mr. Crothers indulged
in on Friday last. However much e¢xtreme poli-
ticians may be disposed to resort to vilification of.
their opponents, they should not select the floor of
the house of commons as a fitting place to give
run to their talent in that direction. Even Hom.
Robert Rogers knows better than to outrage thei
decencies of debate as Mr. Crothers did, and, as
the public will realize, when Mr. Rogers’ .public
conduct is such a3 a colleague of his might well

take example from there is abundant room for re-
flection and reformation.

Of course Dr. Pugsley was perfectly right in
entering his protest as he did. He attributed Mr.
Crothers’ lapse to the only cause which could,of-
fer any excuse for it, and if Dr. Pugsley’s com-
clusions, as to the condition of the minister of
Igbor when that gentleman made use of his op-
probrious remark, were not correct, then Mr.
Crothers was even more to blame than he other-
wise would have been. No doubt the high tension
under which the members of the house are now
laboring, as a result of the long-continued sit-
tings, makes some of them irritable and disposed
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