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KOMAGAT A MARU 
75th ANNIVERSARY 

COMMEMORATION DAV 
JULY 23, 1989 

2:00 P.M. 
AT THE FOOT OF 

BURRARD STREET ON 
CANADA PLACE 

OVERPASS, VANCOUVER 

THIS PROGRAM IS ORGANIZED BY: 
Khalsa Diwan Society, 8000 Ross Street, Vancouver, B.C. 
Khalsa Diwan Society, 33089 S. Fraser Way, Abbotsford, 
Khalsa Diwan Society, 347 Wood St reet, New Westmi nister 
Guru Nanak Sikh Temple, 7050- 120th Street , Surrey, B.C. 
and supported by other Societies across Canada and U.S.A. 



PROGRAM 

1. O Canada 

2 . Deh Siva 

3 . In t roduct io ns 
Mr. Kanwal lnder Singh Neel 

4. Federa l level representation 
Hon. John Fraser, M.P., Vancouver South 

Speaker, House of Commons 
Dr. Noel Kinse lla, Associate Under Secretary 

of State 
Mr. Gordon Wilson, Leader, Liberal Party of 

British Columbia 
Ms. Margaret Mitchell, M.P., Vancouver East 

5 . Provincia l level representat ion 
Mr. Doug Mowat, M.L.A., Vancouver-LittleMtn. 

Parlimentary Sec. Ministry t 
Tourism and Provinc ial Sec. 

Mr. Emery Barnes, M.L.A., Vancouver Centre 
Mr. Moe Sihota, M.L.A., Esquimalt-Port Ren t. 

6 . Municipal level representation 
Aid . Carole Taylor, Vancouver 

7. Unveiling of Plaque 



8 . Gurdwara Presidents 
Bikar Singh Dhillon, Vancouver 
Gurnek Sing h Brar, Abbotsford 

Sardar 
Sardar 
Sardar 
Sardar 

-... 
Hari Singh Seehra, New Westminister 
Jagtar Singh Sandhu, Surrey 

9. Historical presentation 
Dr. Hugh Johnston, Professor of History, 

S.F.U. Author, "The Voyage of The 
Komagata Maru" 

Mr. Richard Bird, grandson of Mr. Edward J . 
Bird, lawyer for the passengers 
of the Komagata Maru 

Hon . Justice Wally Oppal 

1 O. Canadian perspective 
Ms. Rosaline Stoadard 

1 1 . Bhangra 
Richmon d Punjab i Art ist s Association 

Photo Exhibition, Articles, Books, Lape l Pins, 
Buttons, Balloons and ot her information may be 
located at the Plaza of the Vancouver Trade and 
Convention Centre near the Water fountain. 
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~anaba 
l)robtnct of 1Srtttsb ~olumbta 

t)roclamation 
ELIZABETH T HE SECOND, by the Grace of God , of the United Kingdom, 

Canada and Her other Real ms and Territories, Q ueen, Head of thP 
Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith 

~o au to bJIJom tl)ese presents sball come - ~reeting 
WHEREAS Seventy- f i ve yea r s a go , o n Ma y 2 5 , 1914 , 3 76 Br itish Sub j ect s of 
I ndian origin ar r i v ed i n Van couv er aboard the Koma gata Ma r u seeking t o 
i mmigr at e t o Ca nada and were f o rced to depar t o n J u ly 23, 1914, ha v i ng 
bee n den i e d entry; 

AND WHEREAS by comme morating this regre tta b l e incident i n the histor y of 
Our Pr o vince a nd Our Coun t r y we can learn from the past anc r esolve t hat 
such events wi l l not r eoc cur; 

AND WHEREAS o ur Governmen t i s commit ted to the d evel opmen t of a soc i ety 
i n whi ch mu t ua l respe c t a nd unde rstand i n g a re honoured , a n d wh i ch 
di f feren c es ar e r espected a n d tradi t i ons are cheri s h ed ; 

AND WHEREAS Our Li euten ant Gov e rnor, by a nd wi t h t h e adv ice and cons e n t 
of t h e Executive Counci l , h a s bee n pl eas ed t o direct by Order in Council 
in tha t b ehalf t ha t a P r oc l a mati on b e i s sued d es i gnat i ng Jul y 23, 1 989 , 
as "Komagata Ma r u Me mo rial Da y " in British Columbia ; · 

NOW KNOW YE THAT We do by the se pr esent s p rocla i m a n d decl a re that 
Ju ly 2 3, 1989, s ha l l b e known as "Komaga ta Maru Memor i al Day" in Bri t ish 
Colu mb ia. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF We have ca used t hese Ou r Le tters to be made Paten t 
a nd t he Gr ea t Seal of Our Province to be h e reun to a ffixed . 

WI TNESS The Hono urable Dav id C. La m, Li eutenant Governor o f Our P rov ince 
o f Bri t ish Col u mb i a, in Our City o f ·v ic t oria , in Our Prov i nce, 
th is t we ntie th day o f J uly , 
in the y e ar of Our Lo r d o n e thousand nine h undr ed and e igh ty-nine a nd in 
the thi r ty-eigh t h y ear of Our Reign . 

BY COMMAND. 

MIN I STER OF TOURISM AND 
PROVI NC I AL SECRETARY 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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