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QUESNEL - An RCKP officer who was once 
the centre of controversy ~hen he fought 
for ano won the right to wear a turban -
a symbol of his Sikh religion - as part 
oi his Mountie's uniform, is being 
oraised for cracking a medical insurance 
fr aud scheae, 
Cst , BalteJ Dhillon, 25, who Joined the 

Quesnel detachment on ftay 13, 1991 aaid 
a flash of national and provincial media 
coveraqe, 1s now Qett1ng a oat on the 
back from his superior, Sgt . Rick 
Kowalewich . 

1 1He worked hard on this one and he 
deserves a lot of credi L I can t ell you 
that the Ccri11nal investigation) file , 
1s very thick and it took a lot of ef­
fort to gather all the information.'' 
Sgt . Kovalewich says the young officer 

nickna1ed 1Natt1 (Dhillon of Guns1oke 
fame> by the detach1ent ano known as 
1Turbo-Cop' in the co11un1ty 1s a dedi­
cated police officer. 
Dhillon 1inherited' the ongoing fraud 

file from an outgoing officer who 
thought Dhillon's knowledge of the East 
Indian language 1ight be an asset. (The 
susoects were of East Indian origin, 
said Dhillon, but they sooke perfect 
English so his interoretation skills 
were not reauired in the easel. 

He said he oersisted with the investi­
gation desoi~e its ti■e consu11n9 nature 
for over one year until enough evidence 
had been gathered to oersuade the Crown 
to aoorove charges. And this week, the 
constable's efforts paid off . 
Three peoole, all 1e1bers of the sa■e 

fa11ly were brought before the courts on 
a total of 75 charges of fraud, uttering 
forged documents and corroboration. 
The case has been remanded for two 

weeks for olea. neanwhile, Cst . Dhillon, 
shies away fro1 any references to his 
extraordinary efforts in solving the 
case, But he says fraud 1s increasing in 
our society. • 'I think of this as a 

serious file." 
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.ac k1n9 down peoole v110 try to bilk 
~ ,he system is a social as wel 1 as ool ice 

concern. he says. 
''Society today 1s running ramoant vith 

lnsurance frauos and false ICBC (I nsur -
ance Coroorat1on of British Columbia) 
claias. We as a oublic cay for losses 
through fraud - we have to cover 1t . 

11 It 1s 1n our own best interests to do 
so1ething about 1t .'' 
The recently uncovered fraud scheme in­

volves the alleged forging of si gnatures 
of four Quesnel ohys1cians 10 order to 
claii 1edical insurance benefits. S01e 
of the bogus claims date back to !988 
and involve a substantial sum of money. 
Dhillon says that unlike some of his 

1ore act ive oolice work which has in­
cluded high speed chases, hours of 
street oatrols and apprehendi ng fleeing 
suspects on foot down dar k back lanes -
this case was coaoleted sitting down. 
''This whole investigation took place 

entirely at 1y desk - it was conducted 
there and 1t was solved there.'' 
Dhillon exolains the evidence was put 

together labor iously, oiece by piece, 
and then the suspects vere confronted 
with what he had found. 
The alleged fr aud first ca■e to light 

vhen the insurance co■oany voiced 
susp1c1ons about the authenticity of one 
of the 1ed1cal documents and asked RCNP 
to investigate. 

rged 1n the case are 

, none or w11om are re a ed 
oolice officer. 
It took Dhillon al ■ost three years, 

from 1989 to 1391 when he graduated froa 
Regina Police Acade1y wearing the tradi­
tional Royal Canadian "ount1e serge with 
his cere1on1al tuban, to win his Hu1an 
Rights batt le. 



Dh illon has oassed his two year orobat­
tion pe~iod and hi s six aon th Recruit 
Fiild Trai ning CRFT) . He is married with 
a nine month old daughter . Hi s younger 
sister and 1other are also with hi• in 
Quensel. He says Indo Canadians often 
ohone hi• at hoae seeking advice or as­
kin9 his helo as a liason with oolice 
officers when their is a language bar ­
rier. This he will readily give, he 
says, but he resents it when oeoole come 
to hia because of who he is, not vhat he 
does as a ooli ce officer . 

11When they have chosen to come to ae 
only because oi 1y skin color or 1y cul-

tural background thinking I aight give 
the• oreferential treat1ent or work har­
der on their file because of 1y East In­
dian origin , it gets 1e angry. It just 
won ' t happen (preferential treat1ent ). 11 
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Lawyer for the accused is John Sch1i tz . 
f f f f t f 

I have lost •Y not es on ages of accused 
but will get thea if you need the1 . I 
can send along new oics if you want but 
believe you have file ones, Thanks for 
your interest in this story, Cheers, 
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By Teresa Mallam 
Special to The Province 

QUESNEL - They call him Turbo 
• Cop. 

RCMP Const. Baltej Dhillon, 25, 
once the centre of controversy 
when he became the first Sikh to 
wear a turban as part of his 
Mountie's uniform, is being praised 
for laying charges in an alleged 
fraud racket. 

It took Dhillon from 1989, when 
he firs t applied to the force, to 
1991, when he graduated from 
Regina Police Academy wearing the 
traditional RCMP serge with his 
ceremonial turban, to win his 
human-rights battle. 

Victory came when then­
solicitor-general Pierre Cadieux 
ruled he could wear the headgear, 
a symbol of his faith. 

Dhillon joined the Quesnel 
detachment on May 13, 1991, amid 
a flash of media coverage. 

Now he's getting a pat on tbe 
back from his boss, Sgt. Rick 
Kowalewich. 

"He worked hard on this one and 
he deserves a lot of credit," said 
KowaJewich. 

"I can tell you that the ( criminal 
investigation) file is very thick and 
it took a lot of effort to gather all 
th@ information." 
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BAL TEJ DHILLON 
perseverance pays off 

Dhillon is affectionately known to 
his workmates as Matt, for the old 
Gunsmoke television character, 
and Turbo Cop to the community 
for his aggressive police work. 

He is married and has a nine­
month-old daughter. His younger 
sister and mother are also with 
him in Quesnel. 

He says lndo-Canadians often 
phone him at home seeking advice 
or asking for his help as a liaison 
with police when there is a 

language barrier. 
He resents it when people come 

to him because of who he is, not 
what he does as a police officer. 

"When they have chosen to 
come to me only because of my 
skin color or my cultural 
background, thinking I might give 
them preferential treatment or 
work harder on their file because of 
my East Indian origin, it gets me 
angry. (Preferential treatment) 
just won't happen." 

Tracking down people suspected 
of bilking the system is a social as 
well as police concern, he says. 

"Society today is running 
rampant with insurance frauds and 
false ICBC claims," he said. 

"We as a public pay for losses 
through fraud -we have to cover 
it. It is in our own best interests 
to do something about it." 

The alleged fraud came to light 
when an insurance company 
suspected the authenticity of a 
medical document and asked police 
to investigate. 

The charges allege the forging of 
signatures of four Quesnel physic­
ians to claim medical-insurance 
benefits. 

Dhillon says that unlike police 
work that involves high-speed car 
chases, hours of street patrols and 
apprehending fleeing suspects 

Staff flle photo by Jon Murray 
RCMP Const. Baltej Dhillon, praised for Investigative work. 

down dark back lanes, this inquiry 
was completed sitting down. 

"This whole investigation took 
place entirely at my desk," he said. 

But it took Dhillon more than a 
year to bring charges. 

He inherited the file from another 
officer who was stumped by the 
case and thought Dhillon's 
language knowledge might be an 

asset. 
The suspects were of lndo­

Canadian background, said Dhillon, 
but they spoke perfect English, so 
his interpretation skills were not 
required 

Three people, all members of the 
same family, face a total of 75 
charges of fraud, uttering forged 
documents and corroboration. 




